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Facing the past and looking to 

the future 
By Kwame Dawes 

This is the last official issue of The Brunswickan for this a
cademic year. While next week's issue 

promises to be even more entertaining than the barrage 
of papers dumped at you all year, please 

appreciate that it will not be what one would describe as a ser
ious issue. 

There are a few potentially troublesome issues to be found in t
his issue and I would like to prepare the 

reader for one of them. Perhaps the most significant is the lo
ng article on page 9 by John Bosnitch. For 

those whose time at UNB has exceeded five years, that name
 would not only ring a bell, but will also 

come with a face and a series of perceptions about the char
acter of the person bearing the name. 

Bosnitch, for those who aren't aware, was president of the Stude
nt Union for two and a half terms during 

the early eighties. His time in office was frought with controversy and in the wake
 of his departure from 

the campus several stories circulated about the regime that 
he led. These stories have been either 

absolutely positive or completely negative, with very fe
w holding a middle ground. We at The 

Brunswickan are aware that our predecessors were more often
 than not opponents of Bosnitch. There is 

community, there is a tendency to go on the defensive. Un
fortunately, this defensive posture, while 

being on some very reasonable concerns, did lead to fairly incomp
rehensive coverage of the 

political events at the time. 

The article in this issue is not intended to redress the wrongs
 of past Brunswickan editors, for it is not 

our place to second guess them since they worked on very diff
icult and conditions which they, 

more than any of us, would understand fully. We have publi
shed the article because contained in itis 

one intriguing interpretation of how the Student Union has c
ome to be structured in the way that it is 

today. 
Students tend to arrive on campus with a perception that the sy

stems that are in place have been there 

for years and years. The present is deemed most important and t
he past is regarded as irrelevant. The fact : 

is that the structure and organization of student government at UNB has seen several important changes 

in the past ten years. 
What Bosnitch's article does, in a clearly biased, but well articu

lated manner, is to demonstrate the 

ends to which some students have gone to bring about change
 in their university life. The polarity 

between administration and students which was nurtured at that time was unfortunate if o
nly because it 

suggested that the entire administration was working against t
he interest of students. That kind of 

generalization may well have been politically expedient, but it on
ly increased tensions between the two 

bodies. At the same time, when administration sought to ch
aracterize the initiatives of ambitious 

student politicians as criminal and against the interest of student
s, they themselves failed in their role as 

administrators acting in the interest of students. 

No doubt, with an issue of this nature, strong and opposing op
inions abound and I have little doubt 

that there will be a good deal of responses to the article. If thi
s occurs, we will gladly publish a Blood 

and Thunder supplement with the Spoof issue so as to assure ou
r readers that this was not a sneaky little 

trick on them. Naturally, such letters will have to abide by the 
normal Blood and Thunder requirements. 

One anticipates, also, response to the Native supplement whi
ch we are running this week. We at the 

always, it is impossible to cover all issues that one would like
 to cover, but then, there is always next 

year. Again, if for some reason, there is an overwhelming in
flow of letters we will happily publish 

them in the Blood and Thunder supplement. 

It is only incidental that my last editorial as Editor in Chief 
of this publication should deal with as 

controversial a topic as the Bosnitch question. At least, peopl
e will read this one with some interest. 

The Brunswickan has held elections and has managed to fill all 
the editorial positions for next year - not 

a small feat. It was encouraging to note the response of the
 staff to the elections and it was also 

encouraging 10 see the number of people who both qualified f
or and ran for positions, I anticpate that 

next year's editorial board will go a long way in improving th
e content and quality of the paver. They 

have all shown a great deal of commitment to the paper in the 
past few years and have each articulated 

The following people are the new editors for The Brunswicka
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I pass on the baton to Ms. Wanyeki with full confidence that sh
e will do a good job. I expect that she 

will constantly seek to challenge the students of this univ
ersity to embark on greater thought and 
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Finally, I would like to wish all those graduating this year good lives

 in the future. I encourage you 

to continue to Support your alma mater (as soon as you have p
aid off your studeat loans, of course). If 

you are looking for specific area of the university that you would like to see your con
tributions used 

in, 1 suggest you consider the University Library Service at U
NB as a priority. You would be 

contributing to the enhancement of the educational ilities of this institution for many years to 

come by giving such a contribution. For the rest of you students wh
o will be stuck here for at least 

another year, good luck on the exams and walk good. 
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