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Oo we dare forget? 

Remembrance Day '9 

hat ar¢ your plans for No- 
vember 11? Will you be lying 

in bed trying to survive the 
night before at the Hilltop/Cos/ 

Roguc/cte? 

Perhaps you'll try to" get 

caught up on some reading, 

long neglected or that paper 

duc at the end of the term? 

Perhaps you'll spend the day 

watching American football 

and listening 10 sportscasters 

try to sound knowledgeable and 

unique in their explanation of a 

play you've seen a hundred 

umes? Sure, Sunday is a lov 

ing day, but vou sull have quite 

a few options. Don't you? 
Here's an option you might 

want to think about. Take a 

stroll down to any commemo- 

rave monument in your aréa 

and take a good look at what 

you will sce. Perhaps youhave 

already been to aRemembrance 

Day Cercmony. What did you 

sce? A group of bluc-blazcred 

men and women shultling 

along a little slowly, but pur- 

posefully, toward a Stone caim? 

Scen regularly but only focused 

once a year? Perhaps you re- 

Pup van- 

onument 

806 a] that is 

pang mothers. hur 

essi d curious 

Fwom cn, perhaps 
| privately remembering a lost 
loved onc. People of all ages 
brought together to witness the 
yearly cvent, quictly and 

thoughtfully, There is no obli- 

gation toshow outwardly one’s 

feelings or even 10 attend, no 

calls for cheers and applause. 

Prayer is offered and accepted 

freely and reverently, as surely 

those who fought for our fre 
dom and paid the ultimate cost 
would want it to be. 

So why do we celebrate Re 

membrance Day at all? What 

draws so many pi 

their homes and of 

tractions out into the gold for 

secmmgly unexciting and b 

il they do not 

it snot hkely. Do the I that 

they might be missing some 

thang? Well, it's the same cer 
cmony ¢very year, and they 

can watch the grand daddy of 

Remembrance Day ceremonies 

broadcast live from Ottawa if 
they want the best.” There has 
tobe something more substan- 
tial 0 the matter to explain 

why this phenomenon occurs... 
Why do so many people come 

together this one time of the 

year, and what do they have in 

common’ 

From the mud and blood of 
Flanders to the brooding hills 

of Korea, Canadian servicemen 

have fought proudly and 
bravely for freedom and a re- 
turn to peaceful coexistence, 
When we honour our war dead 
on November 11, we are pay- 
ing tribute to those who have 
given up that most precious 
possession, the spark of life. 

Canadians are not a warlike 
people, butthey have proven to 
be warriors of the highest 
calibre w hen called upon to do 

their part. Through two World 
Wars and a United Nations 

policing action in Asia, Cana 
dians served voluntarily and 

1 
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In 1914 when the First 

War broke out across Europe 

Canada had only a minusculs 

Regular military force barely 

surviving [rom one ycar 10 the 
next. The part-time forces, al 
though numerous, were only 

partly trained and undce- 
equipped, yet they answered 

thal These 57,000 militia- 
men and some 3.000 regulars 
were the backbone of a huge, 

(tgeLanada atdeast) civilian 

wdrime army, as well ag sig- 
nificant numbers of flyers and 

sailors who served both in Ca 

nadian and Briush yas. Bil 

mately Canada would field a 

powerful force of four divi- 
sions of infantry, cavalry and a 

machine gun brigade. The 

were highly and widely re 

garded asan efficient and hard 

hitting body of shock troops 

Battles such as Ypres, the 

Somme Vimy Ridge 

Passchendacle and Caurcelerte 

proved their bravery and skill 

but the pay back was expen 

sive. Some 60.661 Canadian; 

the First World Wa 

volunteers, most 
to achieve a return 

They, themselves 

eache 4 the nid) 

lor, who wa” 

He en 

re nvulsed 

cn lay perfectly 

v that another 

good ruin t ne 

ae BZ AR CT Sa HE RAN 

Iisa gen 

lief, that Canada truly “cameo 

age” through the sacrifiges 
made by the men of the Cana- 

dian Corps in World War 1. 1 

have no idea. what the term 

implies in this instance, | only 

know that the men of the Corps 

were, from top to bottom, 

aguicly awarc of thar identity 

as Canadians, and guarded their 

umque distinction and role 

jealously. Their achievements 

arc recorded facts, as are their 

sacrifices. 

The peace won in 1918 and 

regularized the next year at 

Versailles, was destined 10 last 

only two decades. Once again 

the threat to world peace be- 

came reality, and once again 

Canada answered the call for 

help. The Second World War 

although fought on a much 

broader scale and with more 

powerful weapons, would cost 

Canada considerably less in 

terms of human Life than World 

War I had. Beginning in late 

[939 an increasigg nuniber of 

Canadians boarded hip 

Montreal, Saint John and 

Halifax 10 begin their journcy 

seas. Apain the army 

wuld send the kargest conun- 

it. but significant numbers 

of men served im the Royal Air 

Force and the fledgeling Royal 
Canadian Air Force (RCAF). 

Addinonally, Canadians served 
in an ever growing Royal Ca- 
nadian Navy, (RCN) whose 

mam ask was to keep the sup- 

ply lines 10 Britain open by 
defeating the German U-boat 
menage, 

Though Canadian ground 
roops were not committed fo 

battle in large sumbers until 

later in the war, Arr Force and 

Navy dosses were felt almost 

immeghatcly. Canadians par- 

ucipated in the Battle of Brit- 

ain, (both in Canadian units as 

members of the R.A F) and as 

the war progressed casualties 
mounted as Canadian aircrews 

flew increasingly dangerous 

missions over occupied Eu- 

rope. 

Their faith 8 us was bound 

less, but we could not do 

miracles. I ondy trust that they 

realized that we had done our 

best 

Tr TR NR I Ge BGR 

Overlord, of June 6, 1944 was 

the commencement of the final 

phase of the Furopean War It 

saw the engagement of all re- 

nuoming Canadian units which 

had been waiting patently in 

England tor their opportunity, 

The fighung was fierce and the 

Canadians, unlike their Ger- 

man Opponents, were over- 

whelmed by green troops who 

had never been in combat be- 

fore. The Canadians eamcd 

their experience the hard way, 

paying in blood. Total Cana- 

chan fatal casualues in the Sec- 
ond World War were 4 : 
with the largest share (over half) 
borne by the Army. 

As 1 look back now I marvel 

that anybody ever came out of 

that wood at all 
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The invasion of South Korea 

by North Korean forces in June 

1950 saw the involvement of 

many United Nations contin- 

gents, Canadians among them, 

much as the situation in the 

Persian Gulf today has un- 

folded. Fortunately, inthe pre- 
sent instance, no hostilities have 

broken out between the two 

sides, but this was not the case 

in 1950. Canadian troops, all 

volunteers, once again proved 

their ability and bravery, espe 

cially the Second Battalion of 

the Princess Patricia's Cana- 

dian Laght Infantry (or PPCLI, 

as they arc more commonly’ 

known), This uni withheld 

sustained attacks by thousands 

of Chinese troops who ap- 
peared to be using the suicidal 

“bangai” type attack comimon 
to Japancse troops in the Sec- 

ond World War 
Over 25,000 Canadians 

scrved in Korea as members of 

the Army, Navy and Air Force. 

in the various wars of this cen- 

tury (not including the Boer 
War) over 100,000 Canadians 

have given their lives for the 
causeof freedonand peace, In 
defying aggression through 
superior strength of arms, 

100K part in some of the worlds 

most crucial struggles against 

gyranny and oppression. Inthe 

process, these men and women 

helped define what itistobe a 

Canadian, and the way inwhich 

others around the globe regard 

our country. Itis unlikely that 

a majority of them, or ¢ven a 

minority, spent much time pon- 

dering the greater issues of 

world pcace and freedom, but 

their contribution does not suf- 

fer for that. As Remembrance 

Day once again draws near, it 

may be worthwhile to ponder 

thewalge of their sacrifice. How 

highly do you value your life 
and your way of hfe? 

Surg, we gripe about taxes 

and incompetent politicians, 

but we'ge perfectly tree to do 

80, without fear of reprisal or 

censure, You've goto love a 

system like that, as opposed 10 

onc that ships you off w 1! 
gulag, or muzzles you with re- 

pressive laws! These Cuanadi- 

ans we remember helped buy 

your freedom, They may not 

have seen it as a crusade, but 

that is how it turned out. I am 

constantly thankful that these 

men, and many others of ther 

contemporanes in British, 

American, Indian as well as 

other armics, had the bravery 

and unselfishness to face the 

fears and doubts of combat. 

Lest we forget, dare we forget? 


