
EDITORIAL 

Consultation isn't that hard 

Kwame Dawes 

As difficult as it may be to believe there are still people at this university who strongly believe that 

students are the children and faculty and administration are the adults. Such people include professors 

who are convinced that students do not have the ability to judge the usefulness of lectures on their own 

and to make decisions as to whether to attend them or not. They include residence administrators who 

feel that they can actually dictate the behaviour of students without consulting them. This quality of 

disrespect amounts to the perpetuation of the myth of parent/child relationships in the context of the 

university community. 

A few years ago, (long enough at least to allow for the evolution of facts into myths and legends) the 

administration felt that it had to act as the custodian of discipline and good sense and intervene in the 

actions of students. The administration was convinced that students were mismanaging their funds and 

that they had to be set straight. At the time, some students were in total agreement with this evaluation 

of the situation and willingly participated in the actions that were taken to end the reign of 

mismanagement through unorthodox and drastic action. The UNB student body lost something duri
ng 

that period. Administration literally stated: "Since you can't show yourself to be able to resolve your 

own problems, we will just have to take your allowance from you until you learn.” 

The UNB Foundation for Students, complete with a vetoing right reserved for the administration, was 

introduced and it went about doing the business of bringing stability and accountability back to the 

Student Union. It may have been necessary, but it was in no way something that students should have 

been proud of. This intervention by the administration was a sad indictment on the students’ ability to 

solve their own problems. Four and half years later, it is clear that the Foundation has done its job. 

What is going to happen to the system? Many students have become spoilt by this “parental” presence 

in the running of its finances and they have come to enjoy the absence of responsibility that is 

inherent in allowing it to continue. Some have developed a peculiar skepticism for student 

governments very much in the same way that Americans lost faith in the honesty of American 

governments after the Watergate scandal. They have developed a view that implies that students 

themselves cannot handle the responsibility of safe-guarding against abuses by their elected officials. 

The power of the administration is acknowledged and has now been equated with the power of the 

professor. With the "parents" around, nothing can really go wrong. 

Many have forgotten that the Student Union has an infrastructure that safe-guards against abuses, and 

this structure need not be the Foundation. The by-laws that guide the Union's activities contain clauses 

which make it clear that students have a right to monitor the actions of the elected officers fully. Paid- 

up students, can, for instance, walk up to the Student Union offices and demand access to the books of 

the Union. This access is protected by the by-laws of the student government. If students were vigilant 

and if they did act according to the laws they could ensure that abuses are kept under control. 

But this requires responsibility. Sadly, students would rather someone else worry about such details. 

Who has the time to monitor, perpetually, every action of the student government? The administration 

is paid to do it, let them do it. This kind of thinking has a price, however. If we forfeit our ability to 

judge ourselves, we will give up the respect that faculty and administration should have for us. 

Invariably, the evidence of the erosion of this respect will start to emerge. One doesn't have to look 

very far. If it is in fact true that student representation on all the important governing "x dies or policy 

making bodies on campus is necessary and respected, one expects that administration will ensure that 

no decision is made without due consultation with students. In a perfect world, that will happen. Very 

often students don't attend many of these planning meetings and administrators have full right to act in 

lieu of student participation. But when administrators begin to act with total disregard for the students, 

it becomes clear that we have lost something very important. 

And it has happened. The Residence system is going to face many challenges in the next f
ew years not 

the least of which will be the realization by students that living in residence is a painfully expensiv
e 

business. Dr Armstrong himself has stated that it is the residence system that pays for the def
icit that 

Bar Services makes. Is this right? Are students who live in residence the only ones w
ho use Bar 

Services? Should students who don't drink be forced to pay for a facility that does not in 
any way 

Recently, the residence administrators unilaterally chose to legislate the way in which
 orientation 

activities are organized in the residences. No consultation with the proctors took place. They wer
e 

simply told that this was the way it would be. It doesn't matter what the new legislation is; 
students 

should have been consulted. It only makes sense. If one wants cooperation, students shou
ld be allowed 

to participate in the process of decision-making. The administration may have a genuine d
esire to 

ensure that students are not abused or hurt by the orientation activities. I empathize with this concern. 

But if students are not a part of the effort to ensure that this takes place, what makes the
m think that 

there will not simply develop a more dangerous and frightening underground orientatio
n system 

spearheaded by annoyed students? I have seen it happen elsewhere and it could happen here. 

Consultation is not difficult. It only shows respect and good sense. The actions of tho
se who run the 

changes on the part of the administration. I think the closed door meetings should now
 be opened up to 

The Brunswickan 
Canada's oldest official student publication 

The University of New Brunswick 

Editor-in-chief ........ccccccrecvvnciancees Kwame Dawes 

Managing Editor ........cccceeeeeuenseen. Lynne Wanyeki 

News Editor .......ccceeeesensnecsnssassassanes ..Allan Carter 

Business Manager .........cocoecsesesnenesns Josée Guidry 

Co-Sports Editor. ........ccccevereeeresnaaees Kelly Craig 

Co-Sports Editor ........cccceceueuerusaenenaes Frank Denis 

Co-Entertainment Editor ......... Stephane Comeau 

Co-Entertainment Editor.................. Sean Malley 

Features Editor .......c..coeucenccaccnnees RAS past Vacant 

Offest EQItOr......ccccocesncassancenssacsssensessassasens Vacant 

Distractions Editor .........ccccceeeuceee Jayde Mockler 

Photo Editor ......ccccceeernernncsnsosacces «eee Dave Smith 

Advertising Manager..........ccceeeseces .Tara Froning 

Advertising Design ........... cesessennesenees LOT Durley 

STAFF THIS ISSUE 

Jason Meldrum, Pamela Fulton, Tr sha Graves, Ann Passmore, 
Neil Slattery, Naveed Majid, kirk MacDonald, Heather 

Neustaedter, Joseph Hillman, Karen Burgess, Mime Phillips, 

Mimi Cormier, John Valk, Murray Carew, Paul Arsenault, 

Murray Nystrom, Boner DaBone, Dave Schmit, Patsy Wallace, 
Randy Goodleaf, Steve Seabrook, Al S Tare, Jamie Rown, 

Jamie Taylor, Eric Drummie, Ben Dover, Mark Savoie, Chris 
Hunt, Paul Campbell, Luis Cardoso, Mr Press Release, Bill 

Traer, Chantal Richard, Al Robichaud, Kevin Bernard 

Typists Extraordinare: 

Denise Holloway, Diana Maitre, 

Heather Kitchen 

i in its 125th year of publication, is 

Canada's oldest official student publication. The 

Brunswickan's offices are located in Rm 35 of the Univer- 

sity of New Brunswick's Student Union Building, P.O. 

Box 4400, College Hill, Fredericton N.B., E3B 5A3. Tel. 

453-4983. 

The Brunswickan is published by Brunswickan Pub- 

lishing Inc. and printed with flair by Global Printing & 

Binding Inc., Fredericton, N.B. 

Subscription is $25 per year. Second class mail is in 

effect - #8120. 

Local Advertising rates are available from The Brun- 

swickan, (506) 453-4983. National advertising rates arc 

available from Youthstream Canada Ltd., 1541 Avenue 

Road, Suite 203, Toronto, Ont. MSM 3X4, Tel: (416) 787- 

4911. 
Articles printed in The Brunswickan may be freely 

reproduced provided proper credit is given. 

the press and to other students. It is time we heard what is happening with r
egard to the process of 

4 The Brunswickan 
February 8, 1991 

by Luis Car 

ugly, pointed 
and it won't be 
Clark jump or 
U.S. to conder 

military actioi 
Chomsky state 
of collapsing v 
a liberating anc 

press. It seems 
rhetoric on the 
to believe that 
casualties and : 

on 12 and 13 « 
bring him to U 

and compact 
Dub Library 

flags are 

Reel North R 
board. Can't v 

. February 8, |


