EDITORIAL

Consultation isn't that hard

Kwame Dawes

As difficult as it may be to believe there are still people at this university who strongly believe that
students are the children and faculty and administration are the adults. Such people include professors
who are convinced that students do not have the ability to judge the usefulness of lectures on their own
and to make decisions as to whether to attend them or not. They include residence administrators who
feddmmeycanacmallydictatcthebehavimnofsmdemswiﬂmmulﬁngﬂ\em.msqualityof
dimcpectamomtswuwperpemadonofmemythofpuenwhﬂdrdaﬁmdﬁpsintheconwnofme
university community.

Afewyemago.(lmgenoughatleastwallowformeevolutionot‘factsinnmyduandlegmds)tlw
administration felt that it had to act as the custodian of discipline and good sense and intervene in the
actions of students. The administration was convinced that students were mismanaging their funds and
thatheyludtobesetsmightAtﬂwﬁme.mmdumminmnlwnmtwiﬂlmkevalmﬁm
of the situation and willingly parﬁcipawdindwactionsthatmukcnwmdmereignof
mismungemtﬂnoughm&odoxnddnﬂiclcﬁon.mm student body lost something during
that period. Administration literally stated:"Since you can't show yourself to be able to resolve your
ownproblcms.wewﬂljnmhavetomkcymalbwmeﬁunymunﬁlywm'

The UNB Foundation for Students, complete with a vetoing right reserved for the administration, was
inuoducedanditwenuboutdoingmebusinessofbringingmbilitymdmmnbilityh.ckwthe
Student Union. It may have been necessary, but it was in no way something that students should have
mmof.nﬁsm&mbymcdmhﬂsmﬁonmaudmmmmmmwnbﬂhym
solvemeirownpmblems.anandhalfyearshtu.itisclwtluttbel’omdationhasmitsjob.
What is going to happen to the system? Many students have become spoilt by this "parental” presence
in the running of its finances and they have come to enjoy the absence of responsibility that is
inherent in allowing it to continue. Some have developed a peculiar skepticism for student
governments very much in the same way that Americans lost faith in the honesty of American
governments after the Watergate scandal. They have developed a view that implies that students
themselves cannot handle the responsibility of safe-guarding against abuses by their elected officials.
'I'hepowetofmeadminisu'aﬁmisacknowledgedandhasnowheeneqnawdwiﬂnhepowetofﬂ\c
professor. With the "parents” around, nothing can really go wrong.

Many havefagonenmmeSmduuUmmhmmMﬁummmdmuf&gmrdsa@innabuses.and
this structure need not be the Foundation. The by-laws that guide the Union's activities contain clauses
which nmkeitcleartlutsmdmtshavearighttommitonheactionsofmeelectedot’ﬁcetsﬁﬂly.Paid-
upsmdents.can,forinstance.walkuptoﬂwSmdthnimofﬁmmddunmdacccastoﬂ\ebooksof
the Union. This access is protected by the by-laws of the student government. If students were vigilant
mdifﬂwydidactaccadingmthehwsﬂnycmldenﬂnemmsmkeptmdumu

But this requires responsibility. Sadly, students would rather someone else worry about such details.
Who has the time to monitor, perpetually, every action of the student government? The administration
is paid to do it, let them do it. This kind of thinking has a price, however. If we forfeit our ability to
judge ourselves, we will give up the respect that faculty and administration should have for us.
Invariably, the evidence of the erosion of this respect will start to emerge. One doesn't have to look
very far. If it is in fact true that student representation on all the important governing " dies or policy
makingbodiesoncsnpmisnecessawmdwspecwd.mexpectsumadmhﬁmﬁonwillensmethat
no decision is made without due consultation with students. In a perfect world, that will happen. Very
often students don't attend many of these planning meetings and administrators have full right to act in
lieu of student participation. But when administrators begin to act with total disregard for the students,
it becomes clear that we have lost something very important.

Andizhuhappwed.'l‘hekesidemesymisgoingwfaoemyd\allengesinﬂwnextfewyearsnot
thelcastofwhichwiﬂbeﬁwnalizaﬁmbysmdmndntﬁvinghmsiduuisapainfuﬂyexpensive
busimss.DrArmsmghimselfhassmedtlmitisthemsidemesyswmdntpaysfuthedeﬁcitﬂm
Bar Services makes. Is this right? Are students who live in residence the only ones who use Bar
Services? Should students who don't drink be forced to pay for a facility that does not in any way

Recently, the residence administrators unilaterally chose to legislate the way in which orientation
nctivitiesmorganiudinmemsidences.Noconsulmimwimthepmcmwokplace.'l'heywm
simply told that this was the way it would be. It doesn't matter what the new legislation is; students
shouldhavcbealcmulwd.ltaﬂymakessense.lfmewanueoopaaﬁon.smdemssluﬂdbemowed
to participate in the process of decision-making. The administration may have a genuine desire to
enmﬂmmdcnu-enotabnsedorhmbymeoriennﬁmacﬁviﬁes.Iempadlizewimmiscotwn.
Butifsmdentsmnoupanofdweffontoensmthnthistakesplace.wlntmakuthemthinkthat
there will not simply develop a more dangerous and frightening underground orientation system
spearheaded by annoyed students? I have seen it happen elsewhere and it could happen here.
Consultatimisnotdifﬁcult.Itomyshowsmspectandgoodsense.m:ctimsofmosewhomnthe

administration. 1 gather

wmmmdmmmmﬁm.lmmmmmdemuwupn
dneplwandtooﬂmmdenu.ltiaﬁmeweheudwhuislnppuﬁngwithrewdwtheprocessof

Mwmmmmmmum
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