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Wild Colonials
Fruit of Life
(Geffen)

Tain’t nuthin wild here — this is slow,
rich folk music, by and large. The core
of the band consists of four musicians
playing instruments including didgeri-
doo, chanter, tin whistle, as well as gui-
tar, piano, harmonium, violin, and per-
cussion. Guests are brought in to add
cello, more percussion, tablas on ‘Vic-
tim,'and, innovation of innovations,

bass. The resultant music is rich, light
and deep, full to the ear yet varied from
song to song and instrumentally dif-
ferentiated within each track. This is a
good listen all round.

Vocalist Angela McCluskey is way up
front on each track, taking strong com-
mand of music that could have been
mistakenly allowed to overwhelm her.
Reminiscent of Holly Cole, she really
does lead this music — powerful, me-
lodic, a joy to hear.

Opening tack ‘Girl’ is a swirling, up-
beat song that swings the listener into
the album with style. On the second
side, ‘Don’t Explain, is a minimalist,

jazzy, first-time winner. A cover of a
Billy Holiday song and dedicated to
the memory of Holiday, the track
builds on a vocals/sax/piano arrange-
ment from near whisper to a moving
cloud, then down to the whisper again.
It's an immaculate recording and per-
formance.

There’s no disappointing track on
this album, just relaxing, rewarding,
rich music. If you're tired of the ca-
cophony of guitars that constitutes
much of today’s music, here’s a genu-
ine break: the Fruit of Life indeed.

-Andrew Sneddon

Chainsaw Kittens
Pop Heiress
(Attic)

On the whole, this effort reminds me
of nothing more than Ned’s Atomic
Dustbin. Remember them? They had
next-big-thing status a few years ago,
but they failed to convert because,
well, they were boring. Their double-
bass onslaught made okay pop music,
but they didn't have enough tricks or
skill to keep it up. The Chainsaw Kit-
tens make the same kind of bluster, but
they’re better. They have the songs
NAD didn't.

Pop Heiress (snazzy cover, innit?)  stance. If this band brings the vocals
opens with exactly the same kind of noise ~ back from the front of the mix, and
the Dustbin used to (and still do) make ~ works on songs instead of style, then
— until you hit the chorus. All of a sud-  there’ll be a full length effort worth
den there’s a killer hook, and the vocal- the listen. Pop Heiress is promising,
ist (Tyson Todd Meade) is way up in the  but too spotty to be a quality buy. .7k
clouds,. The song is ‘Sore on the Floor’, -Andrew Sneddon Lt
and it has definite mass-appeal potential.

Some of the other songs fails to reach Go Aders)
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such an auspicious mark: ‘Pop Heiress
Dies’ reminds me of limpid ‘80s efforts
by the like of OMD, given a minimal gui-
tar boost that doesn’t convert. Other no-

CLEANERS AND LAUNDROMAT
“The EXTRA Care Cleaners ”
Since 1962
Full Laundromat Featuring:

* Colour Cable T.V.
¢ Air Conditioned

* Maytag Washers
*351b & 50 Ib Oversize Washers

(for extra-big loads - SAVE Time & Money) * Ample Parking
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* Drop Off Laundry Service
* Reading & Studying Area e
. S sl * Large Size Dryers
table influences — this isn’t shoegazer  Attendant On Duty

material, but you can tell that the band
listened to My Bloody Valentine a bit:
there’s a muffled quality to the odd gui-
tar line that betrays this pleasant ten-
dency.

Overall, I don't think this album has
longterm appeal, and I don’t think the
band does either unless they change. The
Potential is unmistakably there — from
the hook of ‘Sore on the Floor’ to the
variety of tracks like ‘I Ride Free' and
‘We're Like.".In between, however, there’s
too much sizzle and not enough sub-
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