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The Feminist Dozen* 
13 Immediate Demands to the Federal Government 

to End Poverty and Violence Against Women 
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Inspired by the 1995 Federation des Femmes du 
Quebec's highly successful “Bed of Roses March” 

against poverty, the World March of Women was 

established to promote equality of the sexes, pressure 

governments to introduce the necessary changes to 

improve women’s quality of life, and encourage 

wealthier countries to invest more money in 
developing countries. 

A millennium marker for the women’s movement, 

the 2000 March, was launched on International 

pressure nationwide from individuals, groups, and 

organizations. This marked the first time in about 15 

years a Prime Minister met with a feminist lobby. 

Bernard Lord, Premier of New Brunswick, was 

also presented with the thirteen demands at the 

Women's March 2000 local rally held on the grounds 

of the provincial legislature. The provincial 

government officials who made presentations at the 

Fredericton rally showed interest in working with 

women to resolve these issues, however, none who 

spoke proposed any plan of action. 

Contributors to the Policy Action Research List 

(PAR-L) newsletter expressed concern that others 

also in a position to implement these changes for 

women were “simply paying lip service,” and “the 

Canadian media has virtually ignored” the March. 

The World Rally gathered in New York to present 

their demands to the president of International 

Monetary Funds and the managing director of the 

World Bank. The Secretary General of the United 

Nations was in the Middle East and thus, not av vailable. 
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by the grand scale of the uplifting event. “The 

route was lined with women of all ages and races 

who offered encouragement to the marchers. 

Completely unexpected, and deeply affecting, were 

the extraordinary personal and warm responses of 

New York storekeepers and passersby.... Men in 

hard hats, about 15 floors above the crowd yelled 

their support and then sent down, in a mechanical 

basket, a worker who collected 

the Quebec marchers and took it back up with 

him skyward.” (Wendy Robbins, PAR-L 

moderator) 

Numerous similar rallies occurred simultaneously 

in over 150 countries worldwide, such as the 30,000 

who gathered in Montreal. 

At press time, the response of officials to whom 

the women involved in the World March of Women 

2000 presented their demands is unclear. The 

the 

international site will promptly post information on 

canada.marchofwomen.org section of 

the climactic conclusion of the March. 

a flag from one of 

world by: supporting the cancellation of the debfs of 
the 53 poorest countries; increasing Canada’s 
Intemational development aid to 0.7% of the Gross 
National Product. 

10. Adopt national standards which guarantee the right fo 
welfare for everyone in need and ban workfare. 

11. Recognize the ongoing exclusion of women with 
disabilities from economic, political and social life and 
fake the essential first step of ensuring and funding full 
access for women with disabilities fo afl consultations 
on issues of relevance fo women. 

12. Establish a national system of grants based on need, 
not merit, to enable access to post-secondary 
education and reduce student debt. 

13. Adopt proactive pay equity legisiation. 
It's time for change! 

*Please Note: Where these demands involve issues under 
the jurisdiction of Quebec, the Canadian Women’s March 
recognizes that Quebec has the right fo determine ifs own 
standards, programs, and policies in those areas. . 
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