14 ¢ The Brunswickan

April 12 « 2002

Practical joke no laughing matter

by Kora Stapelfeldt

What began as a typical weekend at
residence escalated into a near-fatal
incident when a practical joke got out
of hand.

Mark Nicholson of Joy Kidd House
ended up in the emergency room
alongside heart attack victims last Friday
because fellow residence members
handed him a bottle of all-purpose
cleaner disguised as an alcohol cooler.

Nicholson said it was a typical Friday
until one of his friends gave him what

watched as he drank knowing what the
bottle contained.

“No one was stopping me,” Nicholson
explained. “Then I noticed the smell.”

It was at this time that the victim felt
his throat burning and heard comments
such as “I can’t believe you just drank
Lysol!”

Some were concerned and brought
him water while the person who handed
him the bottle went downstairs to get
some information on what to do.

She was instructed to give him some
milk or bread and wait. However, when
Nicholson realized this information did

another friend brought him to the
nearest proctor who called Poison
Control.

Poison Control were not sure how to
deal with a situation such as this and
instructed Nicholson to go to the
hospital.

Nicholson then described what
happened next. Campus security was
called and upon their arrival, the
students involved began to “tell off the
security guards. They said I was fine
and should just go to bed,” stated
Nicholson

One of the proctors went with

next day was “weird.” Moreover, one
of the people involved in giving him
the drink did “not seem concerned.”

Nicholson was shocked by the fact
two people he “trusted all year, could
be a part of this.”

After the situation was reported to
the community coordinator of the
Dunn, Kidd and Tibbits complex here
on campus, it was sent to the residence
office for investigation.

John Craighead of Residential Life
and Conference Services stated that
“from a university standpoint, we take
this [incident] very seriously.”

Questions raised
over priorites of
Residence
Administration
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campus. For instance, hiring a stripper
is an annual event at Aitken House. A
collection is raised each year to pay for
the dancer; however, it is not a
sanctioned house event.

Pat Campbell, the Don of Aitken,
said little in response to the allegations.
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New Brunswickers aged 15 to 29 are now eligible for a FREE
two-day course in emergency first aid and occupational health
and safety. The provincial government and a team of partners
are offering the 14-hour course to decrease the number of
injuries sustained by young people in the workplace.

Once you complete the course, you'll receive a Health and
Safety Passport which you can add to your resume of skills
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Find out more about the
Safety Start Program
or register for training by calling
1-888-298-1599 or find us
on the Internet at
www.safetystart.gnb.ca
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