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All up in arms 
by Ben Conoley 

Managing Editor 

It turns out that guns kill people. But 
apparently that’s not a good enough 
reason to register a gun. The date has 
come and passed for gun owners in 
Canada to register their firearms, and as 
expected, a whole lot of them haven’t 
done so. Why not? A great deal of those 
who have chosen not to do so have said 
it’s because the government of Canada 
is branding them as criminals, or 

potential criminals. 
Well, no, they’re not. It turns out that 

guns kill people. You own guns, let the 
government know about it. 

Bill C-68 in no way calls anyone a 
criminal. We register our cars and 
property, how are guns any different 
(other than that they are weapons, 
designed to kill - reason enough to do 
sO)? 
The most surprising aspect of the 

whole unregistered gun movement, is 
their ways of protesting the Act. Last 
week, two men were arrested outside of 

Parliament during a protest held by 
unregistered firearm owners. They 
weren't arrested because they hadn’t 
registered their guns, but because they 
were carrying concealed handguns, 
which aren’t mentioned anywhere in the 
act. What were they thinking? You don’t 
have to register a concealed handgun 

because it’s illegal to have one. Rifles are 
used to hunt, for the most part, | 
handguns were designed to kill people. 
So to protest firearm registration these 
two men walked around with handguns 
stuffed down their pants - brilliant. 
The Canadian Unregistered Firearm 

Owners Association’s website 
(www.cufoa.ca) states under beliefs that, 
“We respect the Government of Canada, 
support laws that promote safety, love 
liberty, are devoted to our unique 

Canadian heritage and culture, and will 
practice peaceful nonviolent active civil 
disobedience to protect these ideals. We 
proudly own unregistered firearms.” 
Wow folks, I'm glad you got my back. 
Think you should shoot that guy who 
tried to fight me at the bar last week? 
People argue that our rights are 

disappearing with this law, that Big 
Brother is setting up shop. You know 
what, I feel more protected knowing that 
my government is at least attempting to 
get a grip on gun problems, that they’re 
starting somewhere. 

It seems like a brutally simple idea. If 
you own a gun, register it: it’s a gun! 
They kill people - every day, and the 
murder rate via firearms is rising in 
Canada. I really have no idea what I'm 
missing here, why I don’t understand 
their argument, why don’t I feel stripped 
of my freedom? 

I’ve heard your argument, I get it, I 
think you’re wrong. 

A presence in Fredericton 
by Asaf Rashid 

We are in the midst of unique movement 
in the world We are seeing a global 
resistance to the many manifestations of 
war on civilians unlike anything in the 
past. The level of global cooperation and 
coordination in this movement is 
unprecedented in history. 
An example is the January 18" and 19* 
days of resistance to war on Iraq, a war 
that has been ongoing on inno nt 
civilians—in the form of sanctions and 
periodic bombing—for over a dozen 
years and which may be escalated on the 
grounds of currently non-existent 
evidence of Iraq’s “threat to the free 
world.” The rallying call is emphasized 
by the fact that so many people see the 
proposed escalation as hardly defensive, 
but as an offensive to consolidate control 
over oil resources and to further military 
influence in the area. 

In the US, where repression against 
peace activists is particularly high, peace 
groups are calling for a mass rally in 
Washington on January 18® and 19% to 
coincide with Martin Luther King Day, 
and also to recognize the 12-year 
anniversary since both the last onslaught 
on the people of Iraq and the imposition 
of the brutal sanctions that have led to 
widespread misery and to the death of 
more than a million people. Other events 
are being planned in other cities and 
communities throughout the US and 
also in Canada for the same reasons 
(Martin Luther King has become a 

global symbol for resistance to social 
injustice). The European Social Forum 
also plans on holding actions on that 
weekend, with clear opposition to the 
war on Iraq. Events will be held 
throughout Europe. 
Although the entire Muslim world is 

also resisting the war, there is not 
necessarily coordination with the 
Canada-US-Europe effort. What does 
make it a global movement is an 
interconnection to a more encompassing 
global resistance to the many 
manifestations of war on civilians and 
the natural world. This resistance is 
represented in coordinated international 
actions against the G8, WTO and other 
pro-mega-rich—and undemocratic— 
international economic institutions; it is 

represented in the resistance to rampant 
exploitation and commodification of the 
natural environment; and it is 

represented in the resistance to racism, 
further genocide of indigenous peoples 
and imperialistic military occupations 
around the world. The level of awareness 
of—and identification with—those 
involved in one particular struggle with 
those involved in another, and on a 

global scale at that, is perhaps the most 
unique aspect of this movement. 
Different groups are cooperating at 
different times, overall forming a web 
of interconnection that would probably 
look something like the global food 
chain. 

In Fredericton, the spirit of resistance 
to the proposed escalation of war on the 
people of Iraq is building up momentum 
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Racism, Canadian style 
by Dan Ennis 

I would like to begin by stating I am 
not prejudiced, nor am I a racist. 
When one speaks about racism we are 

talking about human relations. In the 
never-ending effort to create, maintain 
and promote loving, healing, positive 
and peaceful relationships, there can be 
no fence sitting. This is my point when 
I write as I do in painting ali Euro- 
Canadians with the same brush as being 
overtly racist, covertly racist, or racist 

by omission — no fence sitting for me. 
If one thinks of him/herself as being 

non-racist and aware of the racism that 
exists in Canada today, but chooses to 
do nothing to change the negative 
relationships between Indians and 
whites, then they are part of the 
problem. 

Today, as in the past, the ones making 
the most noise about continuing 
negative race relations are the KKK, 
Canadian Alliance, nationalist Nazi’s and 
the religious-right. On the anti-racist 
side there is little, if any, noise being 
made. 

All Canadians must open their hearts 
to the reality of the origin of this country. 
Open their hearts so they will recognize 
and acknowledge the genocide that was 
perpetrated upon the Beothuk and other 
tribes; open their hearts to recognize, 

acknowledge and accept the fact that this 
country was built upon the human and 
community remains of Indian People. 

In our two peoples’ 500 year journey 
to try to reach the common ground of 
mutual respect, understanding and 
acceptance, our people have “walked the 
whole mile” and are still waiting for our 
Euro-Canadian brothers and sisters. 
Our Euro-Canadian brothers are still 

at the starting point. In the meantime, 
we know their language, religions, 
history, education, and heroes; 

everything that goes into creating a 

Euro-Canadian identity. Our people 
know all of these Euro-Canadian 
identity components to the exclusion of 
our own identity but when we look for 
our Euro-Canadian brothers we see they 
have not made an effort to learn our 
language, our spirituality, our traditional 
teachings or our Indian identity. Rather, 
they persist in their attempts to change 
our people into dark-skinned white 
Euro-Canadians. Therein lies the 
problem: negative racial attitudes. Racial 
attitudes are and have been an inherent 
problem for the past 500 years and 
absolutely nothing will ever change in 
this relationship unless and until white 
Euro-Canadians are willing to see the 
reality of our two peoples’ relationship 
as one of superior whites versus inferior 
Indians. 
Racism was the primary motivating 

factor in 1492 when the first Europeans 
began their efforts to annihilate all of 
the people who stood in their way when 
they greedily viewed our homeland as 
land ripe for the taking. The 
transplanted Europeans annihilated 
scores of tribes and millions of our 
people. This massive genocide is widely 
known by all with respect to the origins 
of the nation state of Canada, however 
most Canadians prefer to continue their 
willful and dangerous game of denial. 
Today racism continues to be the 

primary motivating factor in Canada’s 
quest to eliminate any and all evidence 
of the existence of the people who know 
themselves as the caretakers of our 
beloved homeland Turtle Island. I am 
aware not all Canadians are racist, but if 
they are aware of the situation as I have 
just described it and not speaking out in 
some form they are part of the problem. 
We all must take an active and positive 

role in the creation of healthy, respectful, 
positive and understanding relationship, 
or to put it into the words of a very wise 
Elder, “We must love one another or 

die.” 

as well. A march/street party starting 
at 1pm in front of City Hall on January 
18® is quickly taking shape. With 
banners, songs, drumming, and even a 
giant puppet, the creative energy seems 
to be collecting and forming the basis 
of something positive and exciting. For 

more information on local preparations, 
including collective banner and puppet 
making (along with other creative 
affairs), contact 
frederictonfreedom@yahoo.ca. Also see 
the Canadian Peace Alliance, www.acp- 
cpa.ca. 

Student 

Sunday through Thursday opening til close 

Present your student card 
&r play pool $3 per hour 
pny Hour prices 

day and night 
Munchie specials on chicken wings, chicken strips, 

egg roll, french fries, and a special student 
cheeseburger platter for only $3.75 plus tax. 

Any time you enjoy one of the above, enter your name to win 
a Pepsi fleece sweater, new drawing every month. 

403 Regent Street 

THE RIGHT SPOT 

Specials 

South-East Ae Regional Health Authority 
Sud-Est 

Radiography. 

Telephone: (506) 857-5387 

Telephone: (506) 648-5824 

E-mail: mccrory@unbsj.ca 

L7\J Régie régionale de la santé 
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Radiologic Technology (X-ray) Training 
The Moncton Hospital School of Radiologic Technology, 
in conjunction with the University of New Brunswick 
Saint John, is accepting applications for admission to 
the Bachelor of Health Sciences degree program in 

The Moncton Hospital School of Radiologic Technology 
provides theory and clinical instruction in the safe use of 

ionizing electromagnetic radiation (x-rays) to perform 

procedures in the diagnosis and treatment of injury and 

disease. Applicants must successfully complete their 

first-year of an approved BSc program by September. 

Preference is given to UNB or UNBSJ students. 

For information and application forms contact: 

Jennifer Norton, Didactic Instructor 

The Moncton Hospital School of Radiologic Technology 

E-mail: pahender@sehcc.health.nb.ca 

Judy McCrory, Undergraduate Coordinator 

Application deadline is January 31, 2003. 

UNB 
Saint John 
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