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January 17 « 2003 

Student claims corruption in | 
Faculty of Science 

An open letter to the 
UNB President 

by Anonymous 

Dr. McLaughlin, 

To begin with, I’m not a science 
student. I have never taken a class taught 
by the persons about whom I am 
complaining, and I have no personal 
vendetta against said persons. I am 
simply a concerned student who has 
become completely outraged by what I 
am hearing from my friends about 
certain profs. [ am writing to you in the 
hopes that, as the President of UNB, you 
may be able to give some time and 
thought to a few of my concerns and 
perhaps even respond to this letter if time 
permits. 

All persons with whom I have spoken 
about these profs do greatly value their 
UNB experience and education. Many 
of these friends and acquaintances are 
soon to be graduates of UNB’s science 
program. However, most of these 
individuals have increasingly complained 
over the years about the practices of 
certain of their professors. Now, it is 
natural to encounter profs with whom 
one does not gel and it is even natural 
for a prof to acquire a reputation for 
being difficult or, perhaps, ornery. In 
my experience, these traits are usually 
tempered by a particular prof’s equally 
great reputation for fairness and/or 
knowledge and enthusiasm. However, 
it is not right for a single prof or even a 
few specific profs in a specific department 
of the Faculty of Science to acquire a 
reputation for demonstrations of sexism, 
unmasked arrogance, and blatantly 
haphazard methods of marking. 

It has been explained to me numerous 
times by my undergraduate and 
postgraduate friends that specific profs 
in this department make no bones about 
‘telling students that they are too stupid 
to take their courses, that these profs are 
unwilling to offer any out-of-class 

explanations of grades and/or 
expectations, they often obviously favour 
attractive female students, and they make 
it clear that they may mark papers based 
on their mood, where a paper happens 
to be in a pile, or even where the papers 
happen to land when they are tossed 
down a flight of stairs. I have asked my 
friends why they do not step forward 
and try to reason with these particular 
profs, appeal their grades, or even file 

complaints. They are all too terrified to 
step forward and make a peep since it 
apparently is quite common for certain 
profs to retaliate by simply flunking 
complaining students without [what the 
students see as] proper justification, by 
changing marks on transcripts up to five 
years after graduation, and by easing 
through appeals processes that are 
facilitated by their friends and 
colleagues. 
Today I have been informed yet again 

that, short of committing some kind of 
felony, a prof’s tenure can never ever be 
considered for termination. Really? But, 
I ask naively, what if a prof is just really 
really bad at being a prof? What if we all 
think that they are probably breaking 
some pretty big rules? Still no? If not, 
then do students have any power at all 
to ensure the quality of their educators 
other than by filling out those dubiously 
effective student opinion bubble sheets 
once per semester or the apparently bad- 
for-your-grades method of filing 
complaints. Even anonymity seems to 
prevent your grades from suffering if one 
chooses to go this route. This causes me 
some personal worry. 

I cannot believe that UNB can risk 
the liability of employing such persons. 
Shockingly, it has been explained to me 
that even fellow profs are completely 
aware of the problems in this department 
but are adamant that nothing can be 
done. I guess this is understandable since 
I too would be hesitant to turn on my 
peers if they had no qualms about 
screwing over their students. For [mild] 
example, is it really not against any kind 

of UNB policy that a prof cannot 

structure a course without any tests or 
assignments and simply base the final 
mark on how they feel about each 

student? I am guessing this may fall 

under the loophole of “class mark” or 
“participation,” but how can a prof who 

clearly is not recording participation in 

a written manner possibly be able to pass 

final judgement on each person in an 
entire class in this way? In the pursuit of 
postgraduate schools and positions, we 
students are often depending on our 
hard work to produce fair marks. How 
can UNB allow even the hint of a 
reputation of arrogance and corruption 

to fester and taint any department? 
I feel strongly that our professors 

ought and deserve to be well supported 
financially in their research, publication, 
and conference pursuits. This is both 
respectful of their very valuable place as 
hardworking educators and this creates 
a vitality and an academic strength 
within any university. It also ensures 
student exposure to the most recent and 

of interest. However, where is any 
Canadian university without students 
and students’ money? Nowhere. We pay, 
as you did, for our education. A 
university education has been turned 
into a commodity that is to be purchased 
at a ridiculous and insulting price. 
Arrogance, condescension, and 
corruption come with all human 
hierarchies, but we are not buying 
membership into just any hierarchy, we 
are paying for a product that is described | 
in glowing detail in UNB’s glossy | 
calender. These flaws are not advertised | 
as parts of this package. We can’t get our | 
money back can we? So, just like any 
business, UNB ought to provide the 
product as advertised. 

Please, can you suggest what can be 
done to rectify this or similar situations? 
Other than the hour of free legal advice 
that we are each entitled to, what are 
our options? 
Thank you. 
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Areas of research: 

>» Cellular & Molecular Biology 
» Medical Physics & Imaging 
> 

science, or any related science. 

research, 

Degrees offered? MSc and PhD. 

received by February 1st. 

Graduate Studies in 

CANCER RESEARCH 
Interested in Interdisciplinary Medical Research, from Biology to Physics? 

Join the Department of Medical Biophysics at the University of Toronto. 

» Molecular Genetics of Cancers 

Molecular & Structural Biology 

Background? The Department welcomes applications from graduates in any of the 

biological or physical sciences including molecular biology, chemistry, biology, genetics, 
immunology, and biochemistry, or from medicine, engineering, physics, computer 

Requirement? The minimum requirement is a four-year bachelor's degree from a 
recognized college or university with at least an A- average in the final two years. This 
guideline is flexible for applicants who have demonstrated exceptional aptitude for 

Deadline? Applications will be considered at any time. However, to have the best 
chances for receiving special University of Toronto Fellowships, applications should be 

Financial Support? All students accepted into the Department receive complete 
financial support. The current minimum stipend is $22,000 per year. 

For more information or to apply, please visit our website at 
http://medbio.utoronto.ca/admin.html 

information on doing: 

e and much more! 

Is it Making Sense yet? 
MAKING SENSE is an inexpensive and 

indispensable guide for students writing essays, 

reports, and exams for any subject. It includes 

¢ research in the library 

¢ using illustrations in essays and reports 

* giving oral presentations 

* writing tests and exams 

* using graphic presentation software 

A STUDENT'S 

GuIipDE TO 

RESEARCH AND 

WRITING 

FOURTH EOITION 

Purchase a copy in 

your campus bookstore 

before you start your 

next research essay or 

before your next exam! 

Also Available; 

Making Sense: Geography & 

Environmental Sciences 

Making Sense: Psychology & 

the Life Sciences 

Making Sense: Social Sciences 

OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS CANADA 

70 WYNFORD DRIVE, DON MILLS, ON M3C 1J9 

WWW.0UP.COM/CA 

‘Raging against the war 
A peek into the George 
W. Bush song book 

Forward by Sheila Andrew 

The following satirical song comes from 
the Raging Grannies, a group of older 

women dedicated to a better world for 
everyone and everyone’s children and 
grandchildren. 
We do not see violence as the solution 

to problems and we are appalled by 
George Bush’s apparent enthusiasm for 
killing Iraqis, Americans, and anyone 
else he can drag into the maelstrom he 
seems to be creating. 
The “Grannies” write their own 

material, hoping to get serious messages 
across with satire and humour that 
sometimes has to be bitter. This is one 
of the bitter times. 
Another song we think might be 

found in the George Bush Song Book 
goes to the tune of “America the 
Beautiful.” The words are simple: “It’s 
oil, it’s oil, it’s oil, it’s oil...” 

To the tune of “If You’re Happy and 
You Know it Clap Your Hands” 

If we cannot find Osama, bomb Iraq 

If the markets hurt your Mama, bomb 
Iraq 
If the terrorists are Saudi 
And the bank takes back your Audi 

¢ The Brunswickan ¢ 7 

And the TV shows are bawdy, 
Bomb Iraq 

If the corporate scandals growin’, bomb 
Iraq 
And your ties to them are showin’, bomb 
Iraq 

If the smoking gun ain’t smokin’ 
We don’t care, and we're not jokin’ 
That Saddam will soon be croakin’ 
Bomb Iraq 

Even if we have no allies, bomb Iraq 
From the sand dunes to the valleys. 
bomb Iraq 
So to hell with the inspections 

Let’s look tough for the elections 
Close your mind and take directions, 
Bomb Iraq 

While the globe is slowly warming, 
bomb Iraq 
Yay! The clouds of war are storming, 
bomb Iraq 
If the ozone hole is growing 
Some things we prefer not knowing 
(Though our ignorance is showing) 
Bomb Iraq 

So here’s one for dear old daddy, bomb 
Iraq 

From his favorite little laddie, bomb Iraq 
Saying “no” would look like treason 
It’s the Hussein hunting season 
Even if we have no reason 
Bomb Iraq 

Just a thought... 

When snow begins to fall... 
by Joanne Barr 
Campus Ministry 

Winter has definitely arrived in New 
Brunswick. A blanket of snow covers 

| everything. The temperature has 
| dropped significantly...” Baby, it’s cold 
outside”... Those who relish the out of 

doors and all of the activities which take 

place out of doors, are ecstatic, I’m sure. 

If you have just come to Canada this 

E-info ‘Eabs:.~ 

NY 

Introduction to the 

Internet 

Thurs, Jan 23, 9- 

Winter 2003 

B Libraries 
Serving UNBF and STU 

noon 

www.lib.unb.ca/instruction/Labs.html 

LiZ claiborne Christian 

N
i
k
e
 
J
o
n
e
s
 N
e
w
 Y
o
r
k
 

C
h
r
i
s
t
i
a
n
 
D
i
o
r
 

Dior OLD NAVY 

a» FF 
ClL-O"T"HINICG 

125 Lower St. Mary’s Fredericton, N.B. 

<> large selection of new women and mens’ steel foed shoes 

<> Shop daily for fhe pick of fhe litter 

<> High quality US ed Usd clothing 

<> Ask about our lay-a-way plan 

> 10.000 53. # 

& Racks and lots 

> Used Books 

Where a buck goes a long way ! > 
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of shopping 
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Open 

e Sat 10-5 

3 | Phone 457-9394 ( 
2 ) Cash & Debit 

OLD TRANS CANADA HWY. 

Tommy Hilfiger 

STAGIKS 

STACKS OF @STACKS OF 3km 
CLOTHING BI CLOTHING AO, Be 

GAP Nike Jones New York DKNY RALPH LAUREN Osh Kosh 

past year, then you are discovering what 
Canadians mean when they speak of the 
“cold weather”. You may be wondering 
what you can do for amusement during 
the winter months. 
There are a number of activies which 

you want to try. Skating is one of them. 
In the downtown area of Fredericton, 

at Officers’ Square, there is an outdoor 
rink which has been created. Anyone 
is welcome to skate there, day and 
eyeninte, “There “are “two ski 
hills...Crabbe Mountain and Poley 
Mountain. Each has a number of runs 
which are designed to meet the needs 
of of the novice, the expert skiier and 
the snowboarder as well. Throughout 
the countryside, surrounding the city, 
are numerous cross country ski trails 
which have been groomed for public 
use. There is snowshoeing and ice 
fishing as well. If you would like a ride 
in the out -of -doors, there are a 

number of establishments which offer 
sleigh-rides. 

In addition to the above, there is 

snowmobiling, winter camping, 
sledding and tobogganing. The list is 
endless. Just bundle up and head out.... 

‘Course I prefer curling up in front 
of a warm fire with a good book, when 
the snow begins to fall and the winds 
begin to blow... 

Nautica 
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