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Columnist 
defends Globe 

Jeffrey Simpson answers 

questions concerning the 
paper's portrayal of NFLD 

by Nadya Bell 
CUP Atlantic Bureau Chief 

ST. JOHN'S, Nfld. (CUP) — 
Globe and Mail national affairs 
columnist Jeffrey Simpson found 
himself on the rough side of a few 
Newfoundlanders’ tongues when 
he visited St. John’s. 

Simpson defended his newspaper’s 
attitude towards Newfoundlanders 
and Labradoreans while 
visiting Memorial University of 
Newfoundland Oct. 21 as part of 
a yearly lecture series. 
At his final public event, Simpson 

said he had been asked why The 
Globe and Mail looks down on 

Newfoundland and Labrador four 

times since his arrival. 
A series of editorials discouraging 

the federal government from 
funding the Hibernia oil project 
in 1994 offended many people in 
the province who saw the project as 
a golden opportunity for economic 

development. 
But Simpson said he personally 

opposed the editorial position at the 
time. Visits to Newfoundland had 
shown him the problems plaguing 
the province's fishery and forestry, 
and how Hibernia was a chance for 
economic development. 
Student Katie Hyslop said 

The Globe and Mail's perspective 
is usually against equalization 
payments, which benefit less wealthy 
provinces such as Newfoundland 
and Labrador. 
Gord Ralph, a former theatre 

teacher, said Simpson and his paper 
do not understand the magic and 
value of rural life in Newfoundland 

and Labrador when they oppose 

rural development policy. 

Simpson said he would be 
surprised if national or provincial 

policies opposing the centralization 

of people would do more than slow 
the trend. 
Premier Danny Williams has 

said he will focus on funding rural 
communities, but Simpson said he 

doubts Williams will succeed more 
than the five previous premiers who 
made the same promise. 
Simpson also speculated because 

Newfoundland and Labrador 
generally receives less coverage 
in The Globe and Mail, people 
are more sensitive to what is 
written. He said the paper criticizes 
Ontario’s provincial government 
without a similar uproar. 
Because of the competition 

between The Globe and Mailand The 
National Post, Simpson lamented 

his newspaper has been forced to 
market itself “less upscale.” 
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bigger picture 
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goal: SU Prez 
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hours of service availability.” He 
said the costs related to such service 

would not be covered for only $60 
per student. 
The original proposal also included 

a number of infrastructure changes 

on campus, which would establish 

the SUB as a main interchange for 

travellers and students. However, 
the city refused. 

“It would be nice to have 

infrastructure changes to let us stop 
in front of the SUB... but, it’s not 

| necessary,” said MacNeill. 
Also, MacNeill said that because 

the STUSU has signed on to an 

Islam & Democracy not a 
contradiction: Nobel Prize winner 

Shirin Ebadi says no to 
invasion of Iran, yes to 
improving human rights 

by Alex Doborta 
The Link 

MONTREAL (CUP) — Patriarchy, 
rather than religion, perpetuates 
the oppression of women in 
clerically ruled Iran, last year’s 
Nobel Peace Prize winner, Shirin 

Ebadi, told 200 McGill University 
law students in an impassioned call 
for the coexistence of democracy 
and Islam. 
“The undemocratic Islamic 

governments are hiding behind 
Islam to justify their tyranny and 
their oppression of the people,” 
Ebadi said Oct. 18, speaking 
Farsi and addressing the audience 
through a translator. “They say, 
‘Are you a Muslim or a human 
rights advocate?” What I’m trying 
to say is we can be both Muslim and 
human rights advocates.” 
A society’s observance of Islamic 

rituals does not systematically 
diminish the position of women, said 
the 57-year-old Iranian lawyer. 

“Indonesia is the largest Muslim 
country. And, until last month, the 

president was a woman.” 
One of the most common 

misconceptions, she said, is the 
association of all the edicts of the 
sharia code of law, applied currently 
in Iran, with the Islamic religion. 
Punishments like stoning, 

administered in Iran to adulterous 
women, don’t figure in Islam’s sacred 
book, the Qur’an, she explained. 
They are, rather, derived from 

ancient customs and traditions. 
Although the Qur’an does 

prescribe punishments that 
contradict human rights norms, like 
severing a thief’s hand, Ebadi was 
adamant different interpretations 
are possible, and extremism is not 
borne into the Islamic religion. 

“Within Islam, it is foreseen that 

we can change the laws according 

to circumstances of time and place,” 
said the Nobel laureate, invited to 

Montréal by McGill University. 
“The enemy to women’s 

rights and to democracy is the 
patriarchal culture, (which) is a 

tribal culture.” 
While the country’s population 

elects members of the Iranian 
parliament, a 12-member panel 
— hand-picked by Supreme Leader 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei — has the 
power to block any candidate from 
running for high office. 
Hard-line clerics also control the 

judiciary, barring women from all 
high positions — a situation that 
engenders gross legal inequalities. 
While men can marry seven 

women and divorce easily, women 
can marry only once and are not 
afforded the same divorce rights 
as men, said Ebadi. In the courts, 

the testimony of two women is 
equivalent to that of a single man, 
and the criminal accountability age 
in Iran is nine years for women and 
15 for men. 
“Because of this reason, we have 

death penalties for children under 
18,” she said. 

An outspoken activist for 
women’s and children’s rights, 
a lawyer and a teacher at Tehran 
University, Ebadi has defended 
several controversial cases. She 
exposed the perpetrators of the 
deadly attack on students at Tehran 
University in 1999. Recently, 
she acted as the leading lawyer 
for the family of slain Canadian 
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along with 

journalist Zahra Kazemi, who was 
really murdered, Ebadi claimed, 
despite a ruling by the Iranian 
judiciary classifying her death as 
an accident. 
Although Ebadi was jailed several 

times, she pledged to continue 
fighting for justice in the Kazemi 
case and for the reformation of the 
Iranian judicial system. 
“When I go back to Iran in 20 

days from now, I have planned a 
demonstration against the execution 
of children under 18,” said Ebadi, 

who is on a speaking tour that will 
take her to Edmonton and then to 
Europe. 
She addressed the audience 

wearing a stylish dress suit and 
without a hijab, the traditional scarf 

she is required to wear in Iran. 

The Iranian people, she insisted, 
must bring democracy to their 
country themselves. A strong 
feminist movement is already 
bearing fruit in Iran, added the 

lawyer, citing advances in child 
custody law as an example. 
Although she acknowledged 

the role of foreign press in raising 
international awareness about 
human rights abuses in Iran, 
she dismissed foreign military 
intervention. 
“You cannot bring democracy 

to a country with tanks,” she said, 

criticizing the American government 
for its decision to invade Iraq. 
“The final goal was the oil 

barrels. When they talk about 
democracy, these are the people 
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who hide behind human rights as 

undemocratic countries hide behind 

Islam.” 

Although Ebadi was greeted 
with cheers and applause by most 
of the audience, some remained 

unconvinced by 
reconciliation between Islam and 

democracy. 

“What is going on now in Iran is 

like the Dark Ages in Europe,” said 

Ali Sharifian, a Canadian resident 

who fled Iran in 1981 fearing for 
his life, who said he was working for 
the Deutsche Welle radio station. 

Addressing Ebadi during a press 
conference preceding her address, 

Sharifian said, “I understand your 
good will and your good intentions, 
but the people who are ruling 

Iran are claiming they are acting 

according to Islamic law.” 

her idea of 

eight-month contract for the next 
two years, the city has “made service 

improvements already. We need to 
know what UNB expects in the way 
of added service, and then we can 

go from there. We're still thrashing 
around on that subject.” 

LeBlanc emphasized that the UNB 
Student Union’s priority is to “look 
at the bigger picture... how this can 
best serve students.” 
After reviewing last year’s 

setbacks, the only chance of 
reaching an agreement seemed to 
be an increase of student cost to 

$80 per year. Because there was 

only a bare majority of students 
who expressed support for the 
pass, LeBlanc said increasing 

student cost was unrealistic. 
“People’s pockets are very close 

to their hearts” said LeBlanc. 
In response, the univerisity 

administration has agreed to 
donate $20 per student per year to 
aid in funding what LeBlanc calls 
“a pilot project.” 
The donation has helped to 

refuel negotiations and both the 
SU and the city are optimistic. 

“It’s been very difficult and 
will probably continue to be,” 
MacNeill admitted. “But I think 
we'll eventually reach a deal.” 
LeBlanc agreed, adding, “it’s 

been a very time-consuming effort 
because it’s such a continuous 
issue.” 
In the latest proposal, 

infrastructure changes will be 
postponed until after the first two- 
year contract is up. 

“We're going to try to be more 
pragmatic about our approach. If 
the pass is successful, we’ll [then] 
begin negotiating infrastructure 
changes,” LeBlanc said. If 
implemented and if infrastructure 
_changes are postponed until two 
"ears from now, he said “we’d also 
be right in line with the campus 
master plan.” 
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Make it your business’ to vead this 

UNB Libraries has just acquired 
one of the world’s largest full text 

business databases, Business Source 

Premier (BSP). This database 
has the full text of over 1,100 

peer-reviewed business journals, 
and the full text of more than 
6,000 industry reports, country 
economic reports, and market 
research reports. 

The subjects covered include 
virtually all areas related to 
business and, even better, BSP is 

updated on a daily basis. Since 
this is an EBSCO product, the 
format of the screen and the 
search functions will be familiar 
to anyone who has used Academic 
Search Elite, Econlit, ERIC, 

PsycINFO, or SPORTDiscus. 

To take BSP for a test drive, go 
to the UNB Libraries’ homepage 
at www.lib.unb.ca, select ‘e- 

resources’ on the red bar at 
the top of the page and choose 
‘Indexes and Abstracts’. On 
the next page, find the heading 
‘Browse for indexes or abstracts’. 
Business Source Premier is listed by 
‘Title’ or under ‘Subject’ using the 
heading ‘Business’. 

Want to search for a particular 
business journal? 
For now, just follow the 

instructions outlined above to 
get into BSP. Once you're there, 
choose ‘Publications’ on the green 
button bar and search or scroll 
down to your journal title. 
Soon all BSP journal titles will 

be listed with our other e-journals 
and you’ll be able to find them via 
our ‘e-resources’ tab by choosing 
‘e-journals’ from the drop-down 
menu. 

Try Business Source Premier 
We encourage you to explore 

this valuable addition to our 
library resources. We think you’ll 
be amazed by the wealth of 
material at your fingertips. If you 
should you need any “hands on” 
help with BSP, please drop by or 
call an Information Desk (453- 

354 ).and our friendly library 
staffs be glad to lend a hand: 
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