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Many in the activist community 1
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Toronto, upon hearing of his death, 

were reflecting on the amount of 

energy both he and so many of the 

rest of us put into our work. Is there 

an imbalance? Are we often going 

about things in an unhealthy way, for 

both us and our communities? 

Sometimes it seems as if each of us 

has to put in so much just to achieve 

simple things like affordable housing 

and the right to be free from toxic 

waste in our communities. It always 

after shouting down Alberta Premier 
Ralph Klein during the premier’s 
speech on why Alberta doesn’t like 
the Kyoto accord. Again challenging 
Ralph Klein, in 2002 he locked 
himself in a vault in Mr. Klein’s 
Calgary constituency office, saying 
the Klein government had failed to 
act on a decade-old report on cutting 
greenhouse gas emissions. 

His energetic protest sent him to 
jail on occasion, including one 
instance last year. In Toronto’s Peace 
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I was hit with some surprising news 
while in Toronto recently. It was 
Friday night, March 5%. I was 
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experiencing the final night of 
festivities of the 2004 Eco Art and 
Media Festival, an event put together 
by members of York University’s 
environmental studies faculty and 
local artists and supporters. There 
were a lot of social and environmental 

one of them made the announcement, 

“Tooker Gomberg has left us.” The 
image I still have in my mind is of a 
solitary bike found on the bridge 
between Halifax and Dartmouth, 
with no rider. It was a suicide, or 

maybe better put that the seemingly 
endless energy finally ran out. I never 
met him, but I was hoping to meet 
him one day. 
Tooker Gomberg was a very well- 

| respected environmental and social 

Tooker Gomberg was a passionate and creative protester whose 

throughout Canada and abroad 
through his far reaching reputation. 
He was residing in Halifax at the time 
of his death at age 48. 
The results of his tireless work are 

numerous, including founding one of 
Canada’s first curbside recycling 
programs in Montreal, serving on 
Edmonton city council for four years 
with a strong environmental agenda, 
and in general, being a dedicated 
cycling advocate everywhere he went. 

2002 on a deep social and 
environmental platform, and coming 
in second. 
Tooker gained much respect and 

admiration in activist communities 
for his passionate and creative protest. 
There are many examples. For one, 
he was known for riding his bike with 
a car-sized wooden frame and a “road 
hog” sign on it during cycling rallies. 
He was also once dragged out by 

police from Toronto’s Empire Club 

Camp, set up at City Hall in the lead- 
up to the US-led invasion of Iraq, 
city hall security guards approached 
Tooker and his megaphone. One 
guard said, “You are prohibited from 
sitting at a picnic table in our public 
square and talking with people about 

sincerely and through the 
megaphone, Tooker asked: “which 
bylaw?” He was taken away. 
Tooker’s life was full of energy, 

and it seemed almost as if it was 
unwavering, but is it not too much 
to expect anyone. to remain 
“tireless”? It was well known to 
Tooker’s close friends that he was 
suffering from depression in recent 
years, even though he continued to 
exhibit so much energy and creativity. 

seems like there is more to do, and 

some take it to an extreme. It can be 

depressing. 

It is the life that many full-time 

“fighters” live. As one put it, “If it 

could happen to Tooker, it can 
happen to any of us.” 

About us justice activists in the room. energy helped inspire a generation of activists. He'll be missed. peace.” The other chimed in, “Stop I also echo the paraphrased words 

The Brunswickan, in its 137th year of At one point, after some using that megaphone. You are of my friend Jay in Toronto, another 

publication, is Canada’s Oldest Official performers had just finished their act, justice activist in Toronto, Not to be forgotten are his efforts at breaking a bylaw. If you don’t stop energetic contributor to social change 

E80 dort Publication. afew people approached the stageand Edmonton, Montreal, and running for mayor of Toronto in now I will arrest you.” Quite efforts: “Real social change can’t 

happen and isn’t going to happen if 

only a few people out of so many 

more are going into burn out and not 

taking care of themselves...” 
Reflecting on these statements: 

Tooker’s life was vibrant and 
inspiring. So many lessons can be 
learned from it, and one powerful one 
might be to try and make some 
changes to our approaches and ways 
of relating. Many things have got to 
change in the world and in ourselves. 
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