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The AXE U
Stupid idea

MY AWESOME
COLUMN

[ walked into the office last week
and found a package on my desk.
Well, it wasn taLtUd”_\ on my desk
- I stole it from the News Editor’s
desk (sorry Nicole). In this pack-

spill could mean disaster. If the TV
advertisements are even slightly
accurate, a bit of carelessness could
result in a floor of young, buxom
coeds knocking at your door. And
“late night opportunities” is actu-
ally a very clever euphemism for
having sex.

One thing I forgot to mention:
in addition to the informative
package sent to The Brunswickan,
we also got an announcement that

by Jeremy Elder

“Space, the final frontier. These are
the voyagers of NASA’s CEV...”
What, you were expecting the
Starship Enterprise? Well, we're
not quite there yet, but we're go-
ing to be seeing some new vehicles
from NASA in the not-so-distant
future featuring even more grav-
ity-defying goodness. With over
100 crewed missions under their
collective belts, the United States’
National Aeronautics and Space
Administration is planning on re-
tiring its aging fleet of space shut-

details, however, including those
in this article, are preliminary and
may change, but the basic ideas
should stay the same.

Don’t kiss the “flying brick”
goodbye quite yet, however. Even
following the loss of Challeng-
er in 1986 and the more recent
2003 Columbia accident, NASA'’s
website maintains that they are
still committed to using the cur-
rent technology for at least the
next decade. This means that the
remaining three shuttle orbiters
(Discovery, Atlantis, and Endea-
vour) will continue to carry out
missions such as the supply and
maintenance of the International

same thing, however, the CEV will
be quite different in many ways.
For one thing, it will probably only
be reusable up to 10 times, which
is unfortunately significantly low-
er than the 100 trips projected for
a shuttle orbiter’s lifespan.
Remember the old Apollo rock-
ets, the ones that took humans to
the moon in the 1960s? Well, be
prepared for a blast from the past
(no pun intended). The CEV will
basically be modernising an older
method of getting humans into
space: a single booster rocket sys-
tem will carry a capsule out of the
earth’s atmosphere. After the mis-
sion, the capsule will re-enter the

Thlngs that do stuff: NASA’'s CEV

well as fulfilling its obligations in
servicing the International Space
Station, a duty it will inherit from
the current shuttle program.

People, however, are only half
of the equation (albeit hopefully
brighter than the other half). Just
how is NASA going to get stuff into
space? If they intend to establish a
lunar colony, for instance, they’re
going to need a fair bit of cargo:
things like a lunar lander, food
and water, some pre-fab housing
of some variety, maybe a few pink
flamingos for the front yard, a gar-
den gnome or two... you know,
the essentials.

Enter the CEV’s bigger sibling,
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NASA announced its vision for
the new Crew Exploration Vehicle

The new CEV device will likely
be introduced sometime around
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