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Your campus: Why 
Problems of engagement 
Is apathy a problem on our campus’ 

Students and experts share their 

opinions 

by Julie East & Greg LeBlanc 

There is an illness sweeping across the campus, creep- 

ing into every faculty and plaguing its students. It isn’t 

a viral disease, although it seems to be highly conta- 

gious. The disease is none other than apathy. Yes, UNB 

students just don’t seem to care about their school. 

Now don’t misunderstand me. There's lots of evi- 

dence that school spirit is abundant, and everybody 

loves to hear that UNB has outdone its competition 

in some way. 

Yet still, students haven’t shown the same enthusi- 

asm for its Student Union (SU) issues. Last month, the 

was awesome,” and added that having 10 people 

employed on the SU Crew, who were responsible for 
raising SU awareness, was a huge factor in the high 

voting turnouts. 

This year, budget cuts are apparently taking a toll 

on campus awareness. The SU Crew is non-existent, 
there is less money allotted for posters, and the SU 
page in The Brunswickan has been cut in half. With 
publicity going down, it only seems logical that stu- 

dents are less aware of what's going on. 
“I can tell you right now, I had a huge meeting 

with the CRO [Chief Returning Officer] and we are 

really concerned,” says O'Reilly. 

nothing is guaranteed, perhaps a 

combination of all of the above ef- 

forts would yield positive results. 

& diel tlhe pbonent to toomuch about student 
fight is the indifference that a por- 
tion of students feel with respect to 
their school. Although the above 

council meetings (6 p.m., SUB room 

“I think you can wOTTy 103) because this will spread aware. 
ness about the SU. 

”» 

apathy. 

* Jane Fritz So what do the experts have 

problem is fairly easy to address, 
how does one fight apathy? When 
second year student Chantal Sonier was asked about 
her opinion of the SU, she simply stated, “I hate poli- 

tics, I don’t believe in the SU, and I couldn’t be both- 

ered with it.” 
This isn’t a matter of knowing what the different 

positions do, or how much time there is to think 

about voting. Some people show no interest in stu- 
dent governments and have taken a cynical, 

It also seems as though the 
SU is fighting against a demo- “A jo they apathetic’ ] eral. Some students believe 

graphic trend that is evident 
throughout our society. Fewer 
and fewer people are voting, 
whether it is in municipal, 

really don’t think so.” 

* Judy Roy 

apathetic stance towards elections in gen- 

to say? 

When approached about the subject of apathy, 

members of the SU and university governance had 
different perspectives. 

“In general I don’t think students are apathetic,” 
affirms O'Reilly, “and the reason why is that stu- 

dents have a number of demands [such as] working a 

part or full-time job...plus they're full time-students. 
That's the number one problem.” 

This view is not uncommon. 

“I think you can worry too 

that one voice among thou- 
sands goes unheard, and that VIEWPOINT J much about student apathy,” 

furthers Jane Fritz, Associate 

your opinion doesn’t matter 
to the representatives in the 

VP Academic at UNB. “I think 

everyone is too busy, and they 

provincial, or federal elec- 
tions. Studies have SU bi-election had a terrible 

voting turnout; a little more 

than four per cent of stu- ’ VIEWPOINT > 
shown that people are busier than ever, 

and thinking about politics is low on their 

dents took two minutes out 
of their busy schedules to go 

online and cast their vote. 
Even the faculty of Renais- 

sance College, which boasts 

its student leaders, had less 

than a 20 per cent participa- 
tion rate. Why is it that even 

the most engaged students 

of UNB are choosing not to 
exercise their right to vote? 

Did you vote? 

The lack of engagement 

and interest in SU affairs is 
not a new trend; participa- 

tion in many of its events, 

and even elections, has 

been chronically low, with 

the latest bi-election being 
a prime example. In univer- 

sities across Canada, frus- 

trated student leaders are 
shaking their heads as they 

wonder why students care so 
little for their schools. Still, 

the election held last year N\ 

What's your opinion 

of the low participa- 
fiontinsthe recent SU 

by-election? 

I think the point of hav- 

ing a student democracy is 

undermined when only 5% 
of the public is represented 

in a vote. 

eMatt Ralphe 

priority lists. If this trend is so widespread, 
then why are people concerned? 

According to Matt Ralph, a candidate in 
the recent bi-election, “the point of hav- 

ing a student democracy is undermined 

when only five per cent of the public is 
represented in a vote.” 

In all truth, the point of having a democ- 

racy is so that the general public may have 

an impact on governmental decisions. We 
pride ourselves on living in a country that 

boasts freedom of speech, while criticizing 

dictatorships that deny this right to its cit- 
izens. Yet still, very few of us exercise this 

right when it comes time to vote. Why? 

While there were mixed responses 

among students, a general message be- 

came clear: in the words of first year 
student Andrea Emrich, “I 

SU. What is the suggestion 
for a person in such a position? 

What's your opinion 

of the low participa- 
tion 1h the recent SU 

may be apathetic about the 
things that some of us wish 

Complain! 
If you want to complain, then com- 

plain! When something happens that 
you don’t agree with, write an email to 

your SU representative. Better yet, go to 
one of the weekly meetings and speak 

your mind. 
“We love it when people show up, we 

love it when people are pissed, and we 

love it when people are happy because 
it says that people do care” says an en- 

thusiastic O'Reilly. “We are students 

helping students, and we want to do 

what they want us to do.” 
The purpose of having an elected stu- 

dent council is to have students’ desires 

effectively presented to those who can 

fulfill them. It only seems reasonable 
that the SU needs to hear from students 

in order to successfully do their jobs. 

Yet maybe the re- 

dent Union does.” 

It seems as though the 

budget cuts may actually 

heasdirecENcausc ote 

have no idea what the Stu- “T have no idea what the sponsibility to raise 

Student Union does.” 

* Andrea Emrich ¢ 

awareness during elec- 

tions isn’t all upon the 

by-election? 

Me personally, I did know 
about it, I got the message, 

but I didn’t know who was 

running. 

eAndrea Emrich e 

they'd take more interest in, 
but they definitely have inter- 
est in many things.” 

“We see far more people 

working and studying at the 

same time,” adds Pierre Zun- 

del, Dean of Renaissance Col- 

lege. “People have much busier 
lives than they did. [They] are 
chronically overworked.” 

“And they do that con- 

sciously realizing that their 
education is suffering,” fur- 

thers Judy Roy, a business pro- 
fessor at UNB. “However, they 

wouldn't be able to do their 

education if they didn’t have 

the part-time job. They're re- 
ally in a catch-22 situation.” 

“Number one, [the SU is] 

not saying that students are 

apathetic,” O'Reilly says. “If 

you ask the fundamental ques- 
tion ‘are they apathetic?’ and 

SU itself. Ralph admit- 

ted to having placed 

four per cent participation. 

Without extensive publicity 
and initiatives to improve awareness, new 

students are left in the dark when it comes 

la to the SU. Why should we expect students 

boasted a record high of 36 
per cent participation from students. In other words, 

more students than ever before decided to have their 
say in what was happening in the SU. 

So why was there such a drop this year? 
The Student Union's VP Academic, Jillian O'Reilly, 

thinks that the surprising drop may have to do with 

money. She said that “last year a lot of money was 

put into awareness about the Student Union, which 

to vote for complete strangers, especially 

when those strangers are running for “mysterious 
positions” that haven't been fully explained? 

Some ideas to spread awareness include public dis- 
cussions, forums, debates, and a volunteer SU Crew. 

Another suggestion would be for SU members to ap- 

proach their peers and ask them questions; by being 

engaged by their representatives, students will actu- 
ally feel more connected to their union. Although 

Specials 
16” Round Pizza 
(3 toppings) 

Zit xd fr Bis 
(3 toppings) 

12” Works Pizza 
9” Garlic Fingers 
& donair sauce 

16” Works Pizza 
12” Garlic Fingers & Sauce 

$10.99 

Deal Pizza 

$16.99 

$11.99 

$16.99 

$1 delivery to most areas 

only limited resources 
in campaigning for the 

election. In retrospect, he admits that 

students were likely unaware that he 

was running and had no idea what he 

was advocating. 

If candidates were to describe what 

they believe in and why a person should 
vote for them, maybe more students 

would feel compelled to vote. Candi- 

dates are the future of the SU, so an early 
emphasis on student engagement could 

only help their political positions. 

As for the average student, O'Reilly 

recommends approaching members of 

the executive and asking them every 

question that comes to mind. She wants 
to see more students at the Wednesday 

I knew there was something 

going on but I didn’t really 

know what. 

eBrittany Grant e 

you answer no, you've clearly 

made a decision of where you 

want to go, and we've done 

that.” 

How about professors? 

“Professors engage their stu- 
dents in many ways, inside 

and outside the classroom. 

They mentor them, they talk 

to them in their offices about 

all sorts of different things,” 

notes Fritz. “To me, that’s the 

greatest value that is added on 
campus, when professors and 

students interact together and 

share ideas.” 

rr In fact, being engaged is ac- 

1 Costa Rica 

Holiday Flights Still Available : 

Book Today! 

Main Floor UNB, SUB 
472-2887 
www.travelcuts.com 

B4 Dominican Republic 4 Cuba 

and more great all inclusives for students! 

Travel CUTS is owned and operated by the Canadian Federation of Students. 
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