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The good in Derek Jeter

Following the death of Joe
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Joe DiMaggio?
Our nation turns its
lonely eyes to you.
What that you say,
Mix. Robinson?
Joltin’ Joe has left

and gone away.”

The summer of 2007, as ESPN’s
Bill Simmons wrote, could easily
be termed “The Summer of Our
Discontent.” From dog fighting
to point shaving scandals to a new
Home Run King (*), never before
has the world of professional sports
been ravaged by such negative ex-

posure.

transgressions and apologies and
prime-time interviews about pri-
vate sexual matters, we grieve for
Joe DiMaggio and mourn the loss
of his grace and dignity, his fierce
sense of privacy, his fidelity to the
memory of his wife and the power
of his silence.”

As a life-long Boston Red Sox
fan and hater of all things Yankee,
it pains me to recognize that The
Yankee Clipper (as DiMaggio was
lovingly known) was a true hero.
After all, anyone in pinstripes is
inherently evil. Recall Alex Ro-
driguez, Roger Clemens, Johnny
Damon... and the list goes on and

So where do we turn?

What jersey can you be proud to
wear for the name on the back in
stead of the logo on the front?

Who, to steal a line from Enrique
Iglesias in 2001, “can be your hero,
baby?”

Perhaps I’ve been misleading
by implying that every pro ath-
lete is on ‘roids or tied to the
mob or into dog fighting, among
other things. Well, they’re not.
For Mike Ron
Artest and Pacman Jones, there’s
a Jerome Iginla, Steve Nash, or

every Danton,

Roger Federer.
And then there’s Derek Jeter,

VIEW FROM
THE SIDELINES

by Tony von Richter
managing@unb.ca

Well, what a summer it’s been
for the sports world. We’ve had
everything from drug and gam-
bling scandals to athletes get-
ting arrested for dog fighting.
Suffice it to say, this wasn’t the
easiest summer to be a sports fan.
It seemed like every day would
bring another horrible story that

to play in the Canadian Football
League as long as his suspension
lasts).

The only problem I have with
Vick’s punishment is how it was
covered by the media.

When the news broke that Vick
was actively involved with the dog
fighting ring and not just the in-
nocent owner of the property like
he had previously claimed, he was
tried and convicted in the media
and the court of public opinion
within a week.

While it has slowed down since
he plead guilty last week, for the
past month Vick was basically

his peers dying before the age
of 50, many allegedly because of
these same drugs, and after a few
weeks the story disappears with
only the United States Congress
still interested in why dozens of
wrestlers have died so young,

Huh? Does that make any
sense?

I could be mistaken, but I think
the reasoning is simple: ratings,

I’m not trying to say that Vick
is a victim and that he doesn’t
deserve this treatment, because [
believe that he does.

I just think that it is wrong
that the length and intensity of
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He may not be the Yankee Clipper, but Derek Jeter is the cream of a very

thin crop.

|

Peyton Manning is quietly taking
snaps in training camp, and Steve
Nash is playing pick-up soccer in
Central Park.

But perhaps the most heroic
thing about them is that they don’t
need the constant spotlight to grab
our attention. Their dignity and
silence speak louder than Ron Art-
est’s rap.

between six to eight dogs either
by drowning or hanging this past
April.

Obviously what Vick did was
terrible, so, for these crimes Vick
will be, and should be, punished
by the court, which at the time
of this writing was rumored to
include a 12 to 18 month prison
sentence for the quarterback.

roid problem in wrestling. This
lasted for about two weeks before
everyone forgot about the story.
Okay, so let me get this straight.
Mike Vick commits a heinous
crime and is harshly criticized for
a month, with people calling for
a lifeime ban and talking about
the epidemic of a dog fighting
subculture in professional sports.

to keep authority figures in check
and to give people a voice that
they otherwise might not have.

If that becomes corrupted and
ratings become a primary factor
in what stories get covered, that’s
not news. It’s entertainment.

We already have enough enter-
tainment options. We do not need
the news to be one of them.
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