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Commission recommends UNB Saint John for closure 
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solve NBCC’s need for space, but the 

polytechnic school could then take 

advantage of the skilled teachers from 

both campuses. 

Several months ago, Andrew Oland, 

President of Moosehead Quebec made 

the recommendation for the merger of 

UNBSJ and NBCC-SJ. He stated that 

the combined school could focus on the 

energy and healthcare education, both of 

which are emerging job markets in the 

city and province. 

UNB Student Union VP External 

Jordan Graham says that losing UN- 

BS] would be incredibly detrimental to 

UNB as a whole. 
By losing the campus, he says, “we 

lose every single competitive strength 

we have.” 
Graham says that the UNB Saint 

John campus helps UNB reach its criti- 

cal mass as a ‘national university, which 

(CBPA Inc.), Gerry Pond (Marine Part 

ners Inc.), Andrew Steeves (ADI 1td.), 

and Elizabeth Weir (Efficiency NB). 

The first presentation from Andrew 

Oland, the chair of the Saint John True 

Growth Post-Secondary Education Task 

Force, was a pre yposal commissioned to 

Amulet Consulting and Growth Strate 

gies Inc. It is called Enriching our future: 
a strategic plan for post-secondary edu 
cation, research and development, and 

technology commercialization and can 

be found in .pdf format when googled. 

Oland’s proposal called for the govern- 

ment to “recognize that post-secondary 
is not a community development tool 

but an economic engine that must be 

market driven.” He proposed that the 

Saint John campus of UNB separate 

from Fredericton and merge with the 

New Brunswick Community College 

(NBCC) and Saint John College in 

order to create a “singular knowledge 

and technology institute... [ that would | 

focus on Energy, /Advanced Manufactur- 

on this campus. This and all other pro- 
posals are available on the Commission 

website. 

Michael Bradley wrote a piece which 

praised New Brunswick post-secondary 

institutions but blamed government 

budget cuts for causing financial burden, 

Bradley discussed the inequity between 

satellite campuses and main branches, 

He also noted that in regards to pro- 

vindal contributions to the Saint John 

campus, “almost 0% [is allotted | to the 
Arts faculty.” The Commission ended its 

tour on May 2, 2007 and was expected to 

release the report of its recommendations 
on September 18, 2007. 

Due to public demand, this agenda 

is scheduled to change, bumping the 
release date of the official report to Friday, 

September 14, 2007 after concern was 

raised from a statement made by Jacques 

[ JEcuyer, Commissioner, reported in the 

August 28 issue of 'Acadie Nouvelle, 

The Commissioner mentioned that “the 

Commission is also thinking of suggest- 
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