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TECHNOLOGY :: a look at Mac OS X Leopard

by Ed Cullinan

Six o’clock Friday, October 26,
marked the worldwide release of
Apple Inc.’s latest operating system,
Mac OS X Leopard (v10.5). This is
the fifth major installment of the OS
X operating system offered by the
company in just six years.

Boasting over 300 new features,
including tightened security and
a fancy new look to the ‘Desktop’
and ‘Finder’, Leopard is seen by
many as evolutionary rather than
revolutionary.

Apple has added a lot of value
to its latest release in a way that
allows power users to utilize their
machines to the best of their abil-
ity, while making it simple for the
average computer user to enjoy all
its features without being over-
whelmed. Leopard adds functional-
ity to beauty, and builds on previous
applications native to the OS X
environment.

Apple reportedly sold 2M copies
of Leopard during the first weekend
it was available. New features and
improvements increase its appeal in
the Mac world, as well as to those
users looking to make the switch
from the Windows platform. With
all of the advancements made in
Leopard, many wonder whether
or not there is room to further
innovate. Apple will undoubtedly
continue to focus on functionality
with style, but when will the next
revolutionary jump come?

So what’s new?

FEATURES : inside the box

MAIL

In the past, Apple’s own e-mail
client, ‘Mail’, was seen as under-
powered and not as capable as
third-party applications like Eudora
or Microsoft Outlook. In Leopard,
Mail has gained stability, speed
boosts, and new interfaces that
make the whole experience more
pleasing. The addition of e-mail
stationary; integrated ‘Notes’ and
“To Do’ functions that update into
‘iCal’, your personal calendar; RSS
feeds in your mailbox; and one-step
setup brings Mail to the front of the
pack. It further interacts with iCal
to allow you to create events from
your messages, recognizing specific
and relative dates like ‘Today’ or
‘next Tuesday’.

SPOTLIGHT

‘Spotlight’ search is smarter,
faster, and deeply integrated into
the entire system. With results that
come up as you type, the ability to
browse results in Cover Flow, and
the power to save specific search
queries for future use adds extreme
functionality to the search. Spot-
light is also in every ‘Help’ menu,
making it easier to find the help you
need faster.

SAFARI

‘Safari 3’ lets you browse the web
at blazing fast speed — twice as fast
as Firefox 2 during a fresh launch,
and while rendering HTML and
JavaScript. Safari includes tabbed
and secure browsing and allows
you to view your PDFs within the
browser. With Leopard, you can
use Safari’s “‘WebClip’ to turn any
webpage into a widget on your
Dashboard that updates automati-
cally, whether on the whole page or
just a piece.

SPACES

‘Spaces’ is a new feature in Leop-
ard that allows you to set up to 16
virtual desktops that can hold any
amount of windows for you in any
program. Switching between spaces
is easy and blazingly fast - very cool
for the busy student and very useful
for the stressed professional. Al-
though virtual desktops are not new
to the computing world, Apple’s
way of implementing them makes
working with multiple windows
and/or applications a cinch.

FINDER

The new Finder (the Mac equiva-
lent to Windows Explorer) has been
given a brand new look that a lot
of users are already familiar with
from their exposure to iTunes 7.
The left-hand navigation system
is styled after that of iTunes, mak-
ing it easily customizable, and very
easy to browse. Also added to the
Finder is iTunes’ stunning ‘Cover
Flow’ view that allows you to flick
through your files seeing a fully
rendered preview of the document
within the Finder.

Shared computers are automati-
cally displayed in the left hand navi-
gation, making it easy to interact
with other computers on the same
network (with authorization). New
to the Finder comes screen sharing,
which allows you to interact with a
shared computer as if you were sit-
ting right in front of the screen.
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DESKTOP

The new Desktop contributes a
lot to the look of Leopard and com-
pliments the new Finder well. The
menu bar has gone from stark white
to translucent, allowing your favor-
ite desktop shot to shine through.
The Dock now incorporates a new
3D platform look with bright ap-
plication indicators. The addition of
a new wave of folders called ‘Stacks’
keeps your Dock organized while
simplifying the way you get your
files. A Stack is a folder that pops
open in a fan or a grid and displays
the icons and names of your files for
you to pick from. All the files go
neatly back into order upon closing
Stacks.

TIME MACHINE

A new application, ‘Time Ma-
chine’, is a program designed to
effectively let you go back in time
and restore your files, one-by-one
or with a full restore. All you need
is an external hard drive with some
free space. Apple ruffled some
feathers when it nixed a feature it
had touted in early builds of Time
Machine that allowed a user to back
up files wirelessly to a hard drive
connected to the company’s wireless
router, the Airport Extreme.
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BUGS :: early issues and updé/tes

The good most certainly comes
with the bad. A few bugs have
been discovered within Leop-
ard and the fixes are already on
the way. First off, the Firewall
has been highly criticized as of
late by security experts. It is
said that even
when activated,
the Firewall will
allow all incom-
ing connections,
trusted or not.
This is clearly
a problem that
eliminates the
purpose of even
having a Fire-
wall, and Apple
has moved quick
to regulate
problems. Af-
ter releasing the
first Leopard update (v.10.5.1)
on Thursday, November 15,
the company addressed many
of the first reported issues with
the software, including the Fire-
wall. However, it is not clear at
this point how the update holds
against the allegations against
10.5.0.

Certain installation issues have

come up over the past weeks
since Leopard’s availability, in-
cluding a blue screen freeze-up
after installation has completed,
blamed solely on ‘Application
Enhancer’, a third party product.
This is remedied either through
the terminal
or through a
clean install of
Leopard, dis-
regarding old
preferences left
behind from
the previous
OS. The easi-
est way to avoid
installation
complications
is to perform
a clean instal-
lation every
time, but this
may not be ideal for all users.

Also, Apple has noted that
after installing an update called
‘Login and Keychain Update
1.0°, the computer’s AirPort
card may not work. The ap-
parent solution is to start up in
safe mode (hold the shift key
during start up) and then reboot
normally.

Considering
running

ICHAT

Apple’s iChat client is something
at which to marvel, but unfortu-
nately, the grip that Windows Live
Messenger has over the instant
messaging crowd, specifically in this
area of the country, will deter its us-
age in Fredericton. The advantage
included in this version of iChat
with Leopard is that you can use
your Gmail account to chat through
the Google Talk platform. iChat’s
video conferencing is simply amaz-
ing — you can chat with multiple
people, screen share, share a file in
iChat Theatre, and send files much
like Messenger. Leopard’s internal
networking allows you to chat in-
stantaneously with other users on
your private network, without hav-
ing to add them to your list.

QUICK LOOK

Using ‘Quick Look’, you can
launch a read-only preview of your
documents in which you can play
a movie or slideshow, go through
pictures, flip pages in a PDF, scroll
through a Word document, or
change sheets in an Excel work-
book.

windows?

BOOT CAMP

Of course, we’ve all heard how
you can be running Windows XP
or Windows Vista on your new
Mac, thanks to the switch to the
Intel architecture. With Leopard
comes a fully-featured version of
Boot Camp that replaces the public
beta that was available for the past
year. While Boot Camp requires
you to reboot your computer to
switch drives, it allows for simple
partitioning of your hard drive and
maps your keyboard and drivers
for you. Effectively, it makes it
easy enough that anyone can make
the installation happen with a little
patience. For those who need to run
an extensive amount of Windows
software, you may consider this op-
tion, for others who only want to
use one or two programs every once
in a while, there is other software
that could be more convenient, us-
ing virtualization instead of a reboot
to get the job done.

=

ey

iy
X

eloly
Q9
&)

Caisses populaires
acadiennes

QIOQlY
2

o

d Q/ e ra s JMAJOK $AR INER PARTNE

fid

IRS INC.

PASSION FOR INNOVATION

Visit www.21inc.ca
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a vision. a voice. a change.

Any solution to New Brunswick’s economic and social challenges has to start with
people - specifically, with new and emerging leaders.

That's why we've launched a province-wide search for 21 young people, between
the ages of 20-385, to participate in our 21 leaders for the 218t century leadership
development program.

Get excited. Get involved. Get in on the action.
Apply to be one of 2008’s 21 leaders for the 218t century.
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