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rival, his parents’ marriage fell through.
Jenny Taylor moved back to England
with her son. Both made the journey

residence in Canada” by the age of 24.
Many Canadians took one of these
actions without knowledge of these

Canada.
The current Canadian Citizenship

| on Canadian passports. stipulations until recently. Taylor, for ~ Act states that anyone who is born in
Taylor grew up thinking of himselfas  no one, heard no mention of this new  Canada to Canadian residents or has
Canadian, until he started looking into  law in England. By the time he looked ~ one or more Canadian parents is a

the matter of his citizenship in 2002.
Despite having a Canadian father, he
learned that thanks to an arcane set of
laws, he did not possess the citizenship
he had been promised. Taylor is far from
being alone; with the new border laws
requiringa passport to enter the United
States, many who considered themselves
Canadians are just discovering that they
do not possess this status.

The term ‘Lost Canadians’ falls
under several categories. One includes
children who were born in hospitals
across the border before Canada’s public
healthcare system came into existence.
Censuses cite a number of 10,000 bor-
der babies, which many believe to be a
gross underestimate. Another group of

into the matter of his citizenship, his
24th birthday had long passed. Taylor’s
case has been complicated by the fact
that his father’s commander refused
his parents permission to marry due
to the upcoming D-Day strike, causing
him to be “born out of wedlock,” even
though his parents officially married
four months after his birth, before they
set foot in Canada.

Due to the efforts of Don Chapman,
a Canadian-born man who lost his
citizenship when his father became an
American, a law was instated in 2005
that nullifies the denial of citizenship
due to foreign naturalization of parents.
Most of the other conditions of the
1947 Act, however, are still in effect.

citizen. Under these conditions, many
Lost Canadians should qualify. The
Charter of Rights and Freedoms denies
discrimination based on factors such as
birth out of wedlock, yet our country’s
courts will not recognize the predomi-
nance of the Canadian Constitution over
an arcane set of laws instated more than
a half century ago. 2006 has seen the
approval of a new citizenship act that has
transferred the duty of citizenship from
political to judicial hands. Yet Diane
Findley, Minister of Citizenship and
Immigration, says that “overhauling the
[1947 Citizenship | Act is a major, major
effort and quite frankly, it’s more than
we could take on to help these people at
this point in time.”
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Where you want to be.

Enhance your degree with a
Marine Institute advanced diploma.

Food Safety

Protect Canada's food industry with a strong technical education i.n food safety,
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