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PaoTO OF THE WEEK Last Friday the Brunswickan staff and volunteers 

took to the ice for some recreational curling (and a 

little beer). 

We are always looking for new volunteers. Come 

out to our weekly meeting on Wednesdays at 12:30 

in Room 35 of the SUB. 

The next Bruns social will be December Ist. Any 

volunteer is welcome to join. 

Te 

Letters to the Editor 
Dear Editor: 
It's that time of year again. We've passed 
the half-way mark of term and we're all 
swamped with work and studying for 
midterms, which, for many of us, will 
last until mid-November. Perhaps it’s 
time for a review of library etiquette. 
While I have experienced the occasional 
lack of respect from others for the quiet 
concept of the library—the chatting on 
the cell phone, students in deep discus- 
sion amid the stacks, or the constant 

munching on a bag of potato chips— 
never before have I been so disgusted by 
the disregard of library custom shown 
by one individual to those around her. 
Let me explain. 

Last Wednesday morning, as any 
well-intentioned fourth year student 
looking to earn the marks to graduate 
in May would do, I went to the Harriet 
Irving Library to put in the final couple 
of hours of studying before the midterm 
I had to write that afternoon. The 
library was a busy spot that morning, 
and I managed to grab what appeared 
to be the last study carrel along the back 
wall of the fourth floor. It was not long 
after I settled into my seat, with my 
textbook and notes spread out in front 
of me, that I noticed the curious noise— 
music. I passed it off as coming from 
the headphones of a student walking 
by. But as he disappeared around the 
corner, the music did not go with him... 
he didn’t seem the type to be listening 
to The Pussycat Dolls anyway. I cringed 
when I realized what was happening, 
Someone was sitting at a carrel near me 
listening to music, and the music was 
loud enough that I could recognize the 
song, hear every note, and sing along if 
I had wanted to! Suffice it to say that 
was certainly not in the mood to listen 
to someone else’s teeny-bopper music (I 
respect that everyone can have their own 
taste in music, but honestly, the Pussy- 
cat Dolls?). Being the shy, introverted, 
non-confrontational person that I am, 
I'wasn’t able to rouse up enough inner- 
strength to get up and locate the lis- 
tener and ask for the music to be turned 
down. So I suffered through the hour- 
or-so long CD, trying to understand the 
basics of fat and carbohydrate digestion 
while being distracted by “Don’t cha 
wish your girlfriend was...” 

This brings me to my point on library 
etiquette. I’ve never been one who 
was able to study with music playing, 
While it certainly can drown out other 
noise, my brain tends to focus on the 

music P’'m hearing, not the words I'm 
supposed to be reading. So I ask that 
you, all my fellow students, do a simple 
check the next time you go to listen to 
music in the library: if you cover your 
headphones with your hands, and can 
still hear the music, chances are that 

everyone else around you can to. So 
do your ears, and everyone else’s sanity, 
a favour and TURN IT DOWN! I'm 
there to study, not think about the letter 
I’m going to write to the Brunswickan 
about you when I get home. 

Sincerely, 
Sarah Charters 

Dear Editor: 
I woke this morning quite sore and stiff. 
“What the heck did I do yesterday,” I 
thought to myself. And it hit me; I beat 
the crap out of poverty. 

Engineers Without Borders UNB 
Chapter hosted the highly entertaining 
outreach event and fundraiser, “Beat the 
Crap out of Poverty.” Beat the Crap out 
of Poverty is basically a car smash; an 
old, derelict car was donated by Capital 
City Auto Parts and spray painted with 
words representing the inequitable 
truths that exist in our world — poverty, 
illiteracy, hunger, AIDS, poor sanitation, 
racism, inequality. Passers by then paid 
anywhere’s from $1-$5 to demonstrate 

their discontent for those realities, hav- 
ing a choice of relevant poverty-beating 
tools such as Education (a sledge ham- 
mer), Food Aid (spoon — expensive and 

ineffective), Band Aid Solutions (Band- 
Aids), Activism (megaphone) and etc. 

But if anything, these metaphors were 
forced. The fact is beating a car for a 
minute or so will probably not eliminate 
the lack of opportunity that 1.2 billion 
billon people in our world experience. 
And doesn’t beating up a car like that 
seem like a waste of resource? Further- 
more, to many passer-bys and indeed, 
member of our own group, the event 
appears to be quite the promotion of 
violence. Why then, would EWB waste 
their time on such an event? 

There is no doubt about it, the mes- 
sage that the group was trying to get 
out is not terribly deep; we just wanted 
people to think about poverty. At times, 
we fear as a group that we have become 
too intense, radical perhaps, to be able to 
get our message across to the moderates 
or to those who just do not care. That is 

not what we want. EWB works overseas, 
its true, but equally important to us is 

the work we do in Canada. We wanted 
to show people that they do not have to 
go overseas to make a difference. Being 
aware of the issues and understanding 
the Canadian policy — 0.7% of GDP 
dedicated to foreign aid, untying Ca- 
nadian aid that exists now and generally 
supporting the majority world —are key 
to changing what we as Canadian citi- 
zens accept in the world we live in. 

So it was a loud event, it got of atten- 
tion. And for every person that won- 
dered why the heck Engineers Without 
Borders, an international development 
group, was beating the crap out of a car 
and how the heck that car represented 
poverty in any way, we feel successful. 
It got you thinkin’ about poverty, how 
much people clearly hate it and what 
would be more effective ways to defeat 
it. Don’t let that thought process end 
now that our event is over. 

Sincerely, 
EWB-UNB Chapter Executive 

Dear Editor: 
I first came to UNB at 17 years young, 
a bit naive and a whole lot ignorant. I 
lacked all awareness, let alone sympa- 
thy, for the plight of socio or ethnic 
minorities and imagine my surprise to 
learn there can be downsides to capital- 
ist social structure. A decade later I can 
look back at the way 17 years of small 
town PEI built walls up in my mind 
that were broken down through my 
exposure to new people with new ideas 
during my university experience. This 
was an exciting time in my life, a period 
I revel in and something our campus 
paper certainly played a role in. 

Things seemed to progress so rapidly 
in those early days with personal devel- 
opment becoming an addiction of sorts. 
There will always be surprises in life but 
it feels as though they are fewer and farer 
between in my late 20’s. When I turn to 
old sources for an information fix that 
will take my internal debates to that next 
level, I find myself disappointed and 
have begun to wonder who the Bruns 
most benefits. 
Each year our paper looks more or less 

the same and at a given time of the year 
the content can mostly be guaranteed. 
We know the anti-consumerism articles 
will be popping up around the major 
holidays, the sex how-to’s and know- 
about’s will be peppered in, the student 
union is bound to screw up and take up 
at least 3 issues squabbling (if the trend 

for past years holds true), interlace a few 
‘boycott this,” ‘apathy is rampant!,” or 
‘things are bad somewhere’ articles and 
you have a year of the Bruns. 

It seems that, for better or worse, 
history repeats itself each year in a new 
batch of students being brought up 
to speed with the same content in our 
student paper. In sciences there is much 
emphasis on producing original works 
that benefit the scientific community yet 
there is merit and much to be gained in 
learning through your own experiences. 
The Bruns is good at providing baseline 
information on many issues but perhaps 
fails at pushing the debates to higher 
levels. I think current Bruns content 
appears to be geared towards issues 
concerning mostly young students leav- 
ing students who have already passed 
through this stage in life gasping. 

Critique is easy and rather than make 
this article a Bruns rip-fest, I would ap- 
peal to other older students to contrib- 
ute and make our paper interesting to 
a broader range of students. Amazing 
research is being conducted at UNB in 
a variety of fields and in many places 
across the globe, each with stories of 
hurdles overcome that I would love to 
hear about. 

Sincerely, 
Mark Alexander MacDonald 
Grad student, Forestry/Biology 

Dear Editor, 
I am writing in regards to the article 
written by Nick Ouelette published in 
last week’s issue of the Brunswickan. 
While I can understand the point Mr. 
Ouelette is trying to convey I believe 
the article was unnecessary and unwar- 
ranted. The argument presented by the 
author constitutes a direct attack on the 
candidates. He even went so far as to 
name individual candidates that “each 
deserve a No vote,” This is unfair to 
the candidates because the bylaws of the 
Student Union that govern the election 
dictate a media blackout for candidates. 
This means they are not allowed to de- 
fend themselves in a public forum. 

I am impressed with the amount of 
interest the author has taken in the elec- 
tion process. I believe everyone should 
be just as involved in the election pro- 
cess, and should exercise their right to 
vote for the people representing them. 
These people are willing to put the 
time in to make sure each demographic 
group has some representation. I do 

not believe attacking them while they 
are unable to respond is warranted. 
Should someone wish to ask questions 
and interview a candidate they should 
do so while the candidates are permitted 
to respond publicly. 
The suggestion that the candidates 

would put the same effort into rep- 
resenting the group they belong to is 
also ungrounded. What reasonable 
proof does the author provide that 
deems these students unfit for the job. 
I know from my own experience that 
some students do not use all the forms 
of media available to campaign for their 
position because they find them inef- 
fective. Who stops to read through all 
the posters on the bulletin boards every 
day. I know I don’t. How many people 
read the e-news that is published almost 
daily. Most people don’t give ita second 
glance. Some faculties are small enough 
to campaign in a more personable way. 
Some candidates may choose to speak 
in front of a class instead of spending 
money on posters that are potentially 
ineffective. In the case of the “free” 
advertising in the Brunswickan, many 
people simply don’t read it. For a paper 
with a circulation of 10,000, there seems 
to be an incredibly large amount of is- 
sues left from past weeks that sit in the 
displays or on a chair in McConnell Hall. 
Candidates are free to choose the most 
effective method of campaigning, the 
Brunswickan is simply one option. 

It seems interesting how the Bruns- 
wickan published the candidates page in 
the October 24 issue using the chosen 
format. Itappears to be a not-so-subtle 
attack on the candidates who didn’t 
submit a write-up. Then the article 
by Mr. Ouelette appears the following 
week. It is interesting how these two 
events seemingly came to be and yet are 
unrelated. Considering Mr. Ouelette 
is regular contributor to the paper, I 
suggest that possibly the events were 
planned in advance so the paper would 
contain an interesting (one might go so 
far as to say scandalous) article. 

I would just like to state that Mr. 

Ouelette’s article was uncalled for. It 
calls into question the integrity of many 
people, all of whom do not deserve such 
abuse. The comments made were inap- 
propriate, and as such should not have 
been published. 

Sincerely, 
Jason Tait 
CRO, UNBSU 
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About Us 
The Brunswickan, in its 141st year 

of publication, is Canada’s Oldest 

Official Student Publication. 

We are an autonomous student 
newspaper owned and operated 

by Brunswickan Publishing Inc., a 
non-profit, independant body. 
We are a founding member of the 

Canadian University Press, and 
love it so. We are also members 

of U-Wire, a media exchange 

of university media throughout 
North America. 

We publish weekly during the 
academic year with a circulation 
of 10,000. 

Letters 
Must be submitted by e-mail 

including your name, letters 

with pseudonymns will not be 

printed. Letters must be 200 words 

maximum. Deadline for letters is 
Friday at noon. 

Editorial Policy 

While we endeavour to provide 

an open forum for a variety of 
viewpoints and ideas, we may 
refuse any submission considered 

by the editorial board to be racist, 
sexist, libellous, or in any way 

discriminatory. 

The opinions and views expressed 
in this newspaper are those of the 

individual writers, and do not 

necessarily reflect the views of The 

Brunswickan, its Editorial Board, or 

its Board of Directors. 

All editorial content appearing in 

The Brunswickan is the property 

of Brunswickan Publishing Inc. 

Stories, photographs, and artwork 

contained ~ herein cannot be 

reproduced without the express, 
written permission of the Editor- 

in-Chief. 
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a vision. a voice. a change. 
Any solution to New Brunswick's economic and social challenges has to start with 
people - specifically, with new and emerging leaders. 

That's why we've launched a province-wide search for 21 young people, between 
the ages of 20-35, to participate in our 21 leaders for the 218t century leadership 
development program. 

Get excited. Get involved. Get in on the action. 

Apply to be one of 2008’s 21 leaders for the 218t century. 
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