BRING IT
ON HOME

Josh

O’Kane

In the Spring of 2007, Aitken House
was threatened for dosure. In the
face of declining residence enrolment
and increasing maintenance costs, it
became apparent to Res Life that a
building needed to be closed.

The men of Aitken did not stand
for that. On the eve of their soth year
as a house, the residents of Aitken
joined forces with alumni, adminis-
tration and fellow students to prove
that their house should stay open.

The fight came down to the wire,
and was inevitably settled at a Board
of Governors meeting during winter
exams — Aitken House would stay
open.

It’s a story that’s inspired me ever
since. In the face of what was deemed
a finandial inevitability, the men of
Aitken stood up, fought for what
they believed in, and won.

There have been few incidents since
then (barring most prominently the
cut of six V-Reds teams last fall) that
on UNB’ campus.

Since I first arrived at the Bruns-
wickan three years ago, it’s been rare
that the paper was used as a tool to
fundamentally challenge what was
going on around it.

To me, omitting that challenge
only fulfills half of the purpose of a
newspaper. While the Bruns strives
to provide as full an account as pos-
sible of UNB, Fredericton and other
relevant news, it should also foster a
dialogue between parties who relate
to the issues.

I use this coumn each week to
challenge the status quo. As a paying
student of UNB, I feel that I can’t
stand idly by and watch my money
be spent in ways with which I dis-
agree. When my time, money, or vote
is wasted, I challenge it.

I can’t stand letting the status quo
slip by.

Should you let it slip by? Like it or
not, you pay a $5 subscription per
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Students are privy to innumerable sources of information on a daily basis — but that doesn’t mean one has to sit idly by if one disagrees with what is

being presented.

term to the Brunswickan as a full-
time undergraduate student at UNB.
This therefore should be a primary
forum for you to express your con-
Cerns over issues pertinent to you.

If you disagree with something
at UNB, don’t sit idly by. Address
your concerns and challenge the
status quo. If you disagree with
what I have to say, tell me. If you
disagree with any of our columnists,
let us know. Continue the dialogue.
Challenge what is presented to you.

Challenge more than the Bruns-
wickan. Challenge what you see in
other media — be it in our sister stu-
dent publication, the Aquinian, or
the CBC, Daily Gleaner, Telegraph-
Journal, or any other source.

If someone has been or wants to
be elected to represent you, challenge
them. They’re working for you, not
the other way around. As a student
and as a taxpayer, you also have the

right to challenge the actions of
UNB?s faculty and administration.

If you're passionate about some-
thing — or even concerned — don’t let
it slip on by.

Do you like how your money is
spent? Right now, Residential Life,
Campus & Conference Services
is proposing implementing a $25
levy to maintain the Student Union
Building. Do you want it? I don’t. I
don’t want to pay a fee for the main-
tenance of a building that, given the
speed of UNB Physical Plant’s team,
won’t be touched until well after I
graduate in the Spring,.

Do you care about who represents
you on the Student Union? Look at
the Brunswickan’s byelection cover-
age in last week’s issue — five candi-
dates neglected to submit profiles for
the section. Do these candidates have
the time to represent you to the SU?
Or worse yet — do they even know

the job description of what they’re
running for?

Do you care who represents you to
the federal government? Conserva-
tive Keith Ashfield ran for MP in
the Fredericton riding and was “too
busy” for interviews and debates
reaching out to students. How dedi-
cated is he to his constituency?

He is now our Member of Par-
liament, and we need to challenge
him before he continues to neglect
his student constituency.

There are students out there who
are challenging the status quo, and
they deserve commending.

Ben Kelly, the UNB student who
was the Canadian Action Party can-
didate for the Fredericton MP pos-
ition, is one example who challenged
federal politics. While Kelly has ad-
mitted his party won’t win a majority
government, and that he likely would
not have won Tuesday’s election in

Fredericton, he used his candidacy as
an opportunity to promote issues he
believed were important that other
political parties were ignoring.

Tim Ross, the Renaissance Col-
lege student who succeeded in land-
ing the SU VP External position last
year, aimed to make SU executive
positions more accessible to Renais-
sance College students. While I dis-
agree with how he went about it, I do
commend him for challenging the
norm in support of his beliefs.

There are plenty of students will-
ing to challenge what is presented to
them —yet this year, the Brunswickan
has only been receiving less than one
letter to the editor each week for pub-
lication.

Change that. Be engaged. Chal-
lenge something,

Joshh O’Kane is the Editor-in-Chief of
The Brunswickan. He can be veached
ateditov@thebruns.ca.

Use

STUDENT
BEAT

Stephanie
Lord

Educate yourself. Vote for the
most qualified nominee who
is best suited to represent you
whenever you have the chance.

If you don’t agree with the
work of an elected official,
complain and demand a
change.

Just as this statement is true
within national politics it
remains the same on the level
of student government here at
UNB.

The following is an excerpt

from the UNBSU Mission
Statement:
“Whereas we are the

elected body of the full-time
undergraduate students of the
University of New Brunswick
- Fredericton, we shall provide
unified representation on
matters relating to the diverse
interests of members
and strive to be proactive in
facilitating their personal and
professional growth
protecting and
student rights.”

This

leaves a

our

while
promoting
mission statement
certain standard to
be filled and exceeded by
those who obtain positions
with the university’s student
government.

The onus doesn’t just simply
remain in the hands of those
working office hours down
the Student Union hallway of

your voice

the SUB or the representatives
that liaise between the weekly
council meetings and their
constituents.

A great deal of pressure lies
on the individual student to
keep those in the positions of
power in line and ensure they
are representing the diverse
demographics and needs of the
University of New Brunswick
undergraduates within the
Fredericton campus.

TheStudentUnionbyelection
opened Sunday, Oct. 12 and
closes this Friday Oct. 17. If
you haven’t run for a position,
you have placed yourself in
the situation to have someone
else represent you during the
remainder of the 2008-2009
academic term.

How can you have a voice
when you don’t have time or
simply choose not to hold a
position within your student
government? Remain an active
member of your SU, vote for
your representative, for who
you feel is best suited to speak
to your needs.

[f someone holds a position
that you do not feel is worthy,
then challenge them.

Although the SU is looking
at increasing the voter turnout,
in particular after only 111
votes were during the
Oct. 2007 byelection, an
uneducated vote can happen
with a thoughtless click of the
C()mplll'cr mouse.

Your

cast

vote means nothing
unless it is a personal decision
based on your knowledge and
preference of representation.
Know who you are choosing
and have a reason behind it.

Regardless if it is a variety of

nominees or simply a yes, no
vote understand that each click

matters.

Beyond the action of casting
a vote, there is much left to be
done after the ratification of
election results.

If someone has been granted
a position on the SU council
with whom you don’t agree, or
whom you feel as if they don’t
represent their constituency,
approach that person and
make suggestions of what they
could do to further assist other
students like yourself.

The positions of student
government are held by just
that — students.

However you interpret it, if
you feel someone is deserving
or not, they still attend weekly
council meetings and represent

the voice of a portion of
undergraduate students.
Some, such as executive

members, exceed the expected
weekly office hours and assist
the students as they see fit
truthfully
necessarily

which might
address your
personal needs to the greatest
extent.

not

Use your voice. If you’re
passionate about anything your
student government touches
on or have any issues, bring
them forth to your council and
have them solved.

Just as writing a letter to
your local MP when issues of
Federal politics arise, the SU
is accessible and working for
you.

Send an e-mail, make a phone
call, drop by the offices in the
SUB and make a change.
Stephanie Lovd is VP Student
of the UNB Student
Union. Student Beat is a weekly
column by UNB student leaders
examining  issues  that
pertinent to students.
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learing apart
the ‘Ordinary
Canadian’

THE
OPINIONATOR

Nick
Howard

Isupposeit’salittle comforting
to be told by the all-knowing
party thate SiLE Samy
ordinary. Especially since my
very ordinariness ensures that
my government’s policies are

leaders

hand-crafted just for me.

My very existence then,
suggests that there is
someone out there who is not
ordinary and is losing out on
these for Ordinary
Canadians like me.

Well, that’s a darn shame; but
how did I become ordinary?

policies

What are the requirements for
being a part of this privileged
group of ordinaries? Isitmoney,
race, gender, nationality, hair
colour or height?

No?

Maybe it’s weight or foot
size then.

Am I ordinary?

This question seems to have
lost its purely existential tone.
It has taken up that whining,
mosquito-in-ear

drone of

politics.

Harper, Dion, May and
Layton have all talked on the
campaign trail about what

ordinary Canadians want. This
leads me to ask where I can
find these ordinary Canadians
— the social yardsticks to which
I must compare thirty million
other people.

This, dear readers, is an
existentialics ‘crisis . of $RepIc
proportions; I  shouldn’t

have to read Kirkegaarde and

Nietzsche after the leaders’
debate.

Jiotdad s i dniE case  iveuine
wondering, and Nietzsche
didn’t help.

Have we become SO
desensitized by American

politics, by ridiculous buzz-
words, that don’t even
recognize them as our own
leaders  spew  stereotypes?
So what is the Ordinary
Canadian?

The Ordinary Canadianis the
straw-man on the playground.
It just stands there, mute and
unmoving, but somehow cool.

To be a part of the straw-
man’s in-group, the other kids
do everything a kid should do
to be cool (they give up their
lunch money willingly!).

But one day the kids realize
that being cool really doesn’t
matter. They feel rightfully
disillusioned and ask the
straw-man for their money and
ideals back.
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They soon see this “cool”
straw-man for what he really
is, just a dummy dressed up
in nice clothes, put there by
the principal to streamline his
students.

I wish I could say that the kids
threw the principal out of his
office and onto the streets, but
that remains to be seen. Canadians
still haven’t realized that ordinary

doesn’t matter or exist.

What Canadians need are
policies that will treat us
like the nation of diverse,

intelligent people that we are.

These methods of
simplification don’t work in a
modern state like Canada, if
they ever did. Yet, we continue
to reward our politicians by
electing those who use them.

Exclusion just isn’t ordinary,
unless Canadians really like
poverty, racism and a host of
other plagues of the nation-
state. I don’t believe that’s true
and I want the simplification
to stop.

I just hope I live to see
that giant straw-man torn
‘apart by the hands of the
Extraordinary Canadian.
The Opinionator is a weekly
opinion column by UNB
student Nick Howard,
presenting a no-holds barved
approach to curvent cvents
or anything that smacks of
unquestioned perspective. He
can be reached at nphoward@
gmail.com.
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