THE RAILWAY NEWS.

A DUAL TRAGEDY.

An Enraged Husband Kills His Brother-
in-Law and Then Suicides,

New York, Aug 13th.—William H. Car]
son, Assistant rosecutor of the Pieas of Cam
den county, N. J., was shot and killed last
nightin Belmar, N.J-,|by his brotherZinlaw,
Alfred Sheets, who immediately afterward
fired two shots into his own head, inflicting
injuries from which he cannot recover.

The tragedy took place on the boardwalk
fronting the beach, at Belmar, in the pres]
ence of the wives of both the men, and a
large crowd of summer visitors.

Sheets is said to have been intoxicated
when he fired the fatal Shots, and the
tragedy was the result of a fawily quarrel
growing out of Sheets separation from his
wife, for whom Carson acted as attorney.

Alfred Sheet was one of the five children
of John A. J. Sheets, a wealthy leather
merchant of Philadelphia who died several
years dgo, leaving a fortune of about
$250,000 to be divided among his children*
Sheets twelve years ago married Miss
Florence Sharp,the daughter of H. M Sharp
of Camden, whose other daughter, Hattie
became the wife of Carson.

After his marrieg Sheets fell into habits
of dissipation, and soon squandered his
patrimony. He is also said to have ill
treated his wife, who left him about two
years ago, taking her four children with her.
She afterward obtained a divorce, Carson
acting as her counsel.

She is at present living at No- 111 West
Eighth street, Camden, but has recently
bzen visiting her father, who has a’ summer
residence at the corner of Third avenue and
A street, in Belmar.

RecentlySheets issaid to have endeavored
to induce his wife to return to him, but at
the advice of Carson she declined to have
anything to do with her former husband.
Sheets knew of this and was greatly
embittered against ~Carson. Sheets’
dence is unknown, but he has recently been

about Belmar, attempting to obtain inter
views with his wife.

Carson came to New York on Friday to
go down the bay to meet Senator Sewell on

" his return from Europe. After meeting the
Senator he went to Belmar to visit his
father in law, whom his wife was visifing.

BOABD WALK WAS CROWED

After supper last night Carson, accom-
panied by his wife aud her sister, Mrs
Sheets, went out fur a stroll along the
board walk. The night was fine and the
walk was crowded with summer residents
and visitors.

At Eighth avenue the little party at half-
past eight o’clock was confronted by Shects
who began to> abuse Carson for what he
called interference in his family affair. He
appeated to be intoxicated, and his manner
was so threatening that the two women
shrank back in terror-

Sheets contiuued his abuse until a crowd
had gathered, and then stepping back a
pace or two, he drew a revolver and fired
threeshots

The women s-reamed and the crowd
scattered in dismay. Sheets advanced and
made as if to fire again on his brother in
law, but seeing that he was apparently dead
he turned away and walked slowly down
on the sand of the beach. Near the surf he
halted and raising his revolver fired two
shots into his head behind the right ear.

When her husband fell Mrs. Carson pre-
served her preseuce of mind most bravely,
and while her sisterremained by the body,she
ran to the house of Dr. Williams to summon
assistunce. While she was gone stveral men
in the crowd picked up Carson and carried
him to his father-in-law’s cottage.

DEATH WAS INSTANTANEOUS.

Dr- Williams arrived there a tew minutes
later, accempanied by Mrs. Carson. He
pronounced Carson to be dead. Evidently
death was almost instantaneous,for two bul-
lets had struck him in the right side,
passing through the lungs: On learning that
her husband was dead Mrs. Carson’s self-
possession abandoned her and she fainted.

Sheets lay where he fell on the beach
until it was known that Carson was dead
He was then found to be still breathing but
unconscious. He was picked up and carried
to the lockup, where a physician attendeéd
to him but expressed the beliet that he was
beyond all human aid, two bullets having
crashed through his skull,

A telephone message was sent to Coroner
Herbert of Long Branch, who ordered
Sheets to be taken to the hospital at that
place. He was removed there about an
hour after the shooting. In the opinion of
the physicians it was impossible for him to
survive the night,

The tragedy caused a profound sensation

Belmar, and the greatest sympathy wa

l‘(‘lbi

expressed for Mrs Carson and regret for the
fearful fate of her husband, who was only
thirty four years old and was widely known
and liked.

Mr Carson, who was a republican, and
was appointed two years ago as assistant
by Prosecutor William H Jenkins, who is a
democrat. He was a fearless official and
did much to break upthe system of‘‘fixing’¢
juries that created such a great scandal in
Oamden county a year and a half ago.

WAS TAMPERED WITH.

Serious Charges in the Bridgeport,
Conn., Disaster.

BripceprorT, Cona,, Aug. 12.—The third
session of the coroner’s inquiry into the
trolly catastrophe of last Sunday developed
some sensational evidence.

The feature of the inquest was the testi-
mony of an electrical expert to the effect
thatthe electrical equipment of the wrecked
car had been tampered with since the
accident, and the testimony of another wit-
ness as tc the repairs that were made near
the bridge the morning after the disaster
and before the coroner’s jury examined it.

The latter witness exhibited some views
which he took at the time, showing the
company’s men dumping dirt along the
track at the northern end of the bridge.

The coroner and jury visited the hospital
and took the strtements of three of the
injured, which, however, failed to bring
out anything new as to the cause of the
accident.

G E Hawes, supérintendent ‘of the
Birdsey, Somers & Co. corset factory here,
was the first witness called to the stand
this forenoon. He testified that last Mon-
day morning he visited the scene of the
accident. Arrived there at 8 a m., and
remained nearly an hour. At that time a
large number of men was engaged in filling
in and tamping with dirt the ties bearing the
rails on vhe earthen approach at the south
end of the bridge. The men were divided
into two gangs, one of which worked about
10 ft from the south end of the bridge and
the other 150 ft further on.

During the hour which he remained on
the scene, said Mr. Hawes, two car loads of
earth were brought up, dumped and tamped
beneath and around the ties. Witness
produced photographs which he had made
as the work progressed, and which he offered
to the grand jury as evidence. He said
that the photographs were taken merely out
of curiosity.

Since they were made, however, he had
seen articles in the newspapers to the effect
that little or nothing in the way of repairs
on the approach had been done between the
time the accident occurred and when the
approach was viewed by the coroner’s jury.
He then decided, in order that the jury
might have all the real facts in the case, to
appear before the members and tell what
he knew of the conditions, and offer the
photographs in corroboration of his testil
mony.

G. B. Underwood of New Haven, an ex-
pert electrician, who, at the request of Cor-
oner Doten, had examined the contact box
on the front end of the wrecked ecar, next
was called. Mr. Underwood testified that
he found the door of the contact box partly
opened. The condition of the box indicated
that it had been opened with a screw driver
or a similar implement, as the bolts all were
unbroken and in place, which har.lly would
be ° the had the fall  from
the bridge broken the box, thus causing it
toopen. An examination of the interior
of the box disclosed the fact that two of
three of the contact figures were missing
rendering the reverse lever useless. I
every other way the box was in good condit
ion. The power was turned completely off,
but there was no evidence that the power
had Leen reversed.

Mr. Underwood alsa examined the rail
on the bridge at the point which the car
had passed over just previous to teppling
off into the pond bed. He said
that = if the power had not been
turned fully off at that time, an electtic arc
would have formed between the motor and
the rail.

Evidence of this arc would have remained
on the rail, had it existed, in the form of a
black stain. The stain not being found, he
was certain that the power had been fully
turned off before that point was reached.,

Mr. Underwood was asked if there was
anything about the car to indicate that it
could not have stopped intime to avert the
catastrophe. He replied.—

“No. I think there was time to stop the
car after it left the rails.”

*“ The time was short, to be sure, but
there was time enougo to stop it either b
the use of the reverse lever or the brake.
Of course if the derailment had jolted the

case

trolley pole from the wire the reverse lever
would have been ineffective, as there would
have been no current.”

Patrick Clarke jof Bridgeport came for
ward as a voluntary witness and was
sworn. He said that on Sunday afternoon
at the time the car went off the bridgsh e
was in a carriage driving across the high
way bridge, almost directly under the place
where the car fell. He also could procure
two or three other men, eye-witnesses of
the accident, who have yet takén no part
in the inquest. One of these men, he said,
was Nelson Hatch of Stratford.

Clarke said that after having read in the
papers last evening the statement of Wm,
Kelley of Bridgeport, whe testified that he
was on the car just before the plunge wag]
made, had noticed that the car was not
running rapidly, testified that the motor
man did allin his power to stop the car in
time to prevent an accident, and finally
that by a sudden swerve of the car he was
thrown from the side, over the bridge and
into the mudinto the flats below, he thought

that the time had arrived for him to make a
statement.

‘At the time when the car came tumbling
down from the bridge,” said Mr. Clarke ‘I
saw Wm. Kelley sitting in a carriage on the
highway bridge. As soon as the car struck
the earth Kelley jumped out and rushed to
the spot andattempted to aid those in need.
Kelley was not on the car at any time and
the mud which he claimed to have got on
his clothing by falling in the pond bed after
jumping from the bridge came there by his
wading through the mud to reach the car
as it lay after the fall. j

Dr F. M. Tukey of Bridgeport, who was
one of the physicians that responded to
render what assistance possible stated that
after attending to some of the injured he
went upon the bridge and saw close to the
trestle a very noticeable depression in the
track.

C. G Coley of Stratfard testified that
about 5 p m., after the dead and injured
had been removed, he examined the bridge
and noticed a decided depression in the
track close to the trestle and very little dirt
between ties.

The third tie from the trestle shook under
his weight when he stood on it.

Several other witnesses were examinea,
but nothing new was developed The hearing
will be continued to morrow.

Wild Talk of a Briton.

WasHiNGTON, D C, August 11—It is
probable that Lieutenant Commander P S
St John, of the British gunboat Peacock,
now at Manila, will be asked to
explain an interview  accredited to
him in which he criticises General Otis and
the campaign in the Philippines. The
interview was telegraphed from Vie-
toria, and it said to have taken place
on the Steamship Fmpress of Japan;
which has just arrived at Victoria from
Manila. Lieutenant Commander St. John
left his ship at Manila July 8. He was
invalided home and went to Hongkong, and
from there sailed on the Empress of Japan.

MAKES A PREDICTION

In the alleged interview he is made to say
that General Otisis utterly incompetent and
that at least 5000 men have been sacrificed
by his utter incompetency. It is
claimed he said : ‘“Watch my
word, the outcome will be that Great
Britain will take over the islands. It is
a known fact that petitions are now
being circulated at Manila among the
foreign Merchants, AmZTricans included,
addressed to the Britisn Foreign Office,
praying that body to take over the islands,
suggesting aa exchsmge‘ for Jamaica.” He
said that two Americans from Manilla had
been sent to Washington to urge such act
ion

MAY BE CALLED TO ACCOUNT

The attention of the War Deparment:
officials has been called to the statement of

Commander  St. John’ and lthe matter
will be reterred to the State
Department  for investigation: Should

this be done, the State Department will call
upon the British Gevernment to secure a

statement from the offending naval
officer.  Adjutant General Corbin said
today that the matter would be

referred to the State Department with a

request to have it invessigated, although he

did not himself believe that any British

officer would make® such indiscreet remarks.-
OUR LOSSES IN THE PHILIPPINES

Referring Zto the alleged statement Jof
Commander St Joun that 5000 JAmericsns
had been lost in the Philippine campaign
General Corbin said that the records at Ithe
War fDepartment showed that only 725
soldiers had been killed.

An officer in the Bureau of Naval

acquainted with Commander St John while
serving on the China station and that,
although the British officer referred to
was easily approached and a
talker, he could not believe that he would
be guilty of such on ‘indiscretion as indicat
ed in the reported interview.

Thecriticisms of our campaign were too
severe, he said, to have been made by any
officer in the British naval or military
service:

Tae TERMINAL Facrurries.—The frame
work of the I. C, R. grain elevator is being
put up on the concrete foundations and
presents a most imposing appearance in its
gigantic proportions. The tinkling sound
of the half hundred or more drills is now
drowned out by the clatter of hammers. Al,
the Jumber for the big granary is numbered
and made to exactly fit in its proper place.
On the site of the prospected wharves and
new trestle all is apparently idle. The
Connolly dredge will not do any more dig-
ging until the railway trestle is torn down
and this willnot be for several weeks yet a
the new track is not nearly ready.

BricHT, PLEASANT BAREBER SHoP.—Thos,
Black the Indiantown barber has some weeks
since fitted his establishment up with ahand

some three chair case, bevelled mirrors and
highly ornamental oak woodwork. The
shop has otherwise beenrenovated and made
bright and pleasant. §

HOTLES AND RESTARUANTS,

Railway Restaurant

—~ AND—-

DINING ROOMS.

Passengers on the Gibson train rom Freder-
ton have 35 minuets. and passengers from Mc-
Adam going north, 25 minutes for dinner.

NEWBURG JUNCTION, N. B.
R. B. OWENS, Prop-

Dining Room
'~ AT KENTVILLE STATIONY © .
DINNERS AxD LUNCHES:

Served on Arrival of all Trains.
FRESH OYSTER STEWS,

Parties of 5 or more wishing for special at
tention, can inform the news agent on the train,
who will telegraph the proprietor, and the pre-
parations will be made for their convenience
as orderea. J. ROONEY, Proprietor.

Conductors will announce departure of trains
in Dining Room before leaving.

RESTAURANT,

- TRURO STATION.

One of the best on the line ¢f the Intercolonial
Railway.

N

J. M. O’'BRIEN, Proprietor.

[ , 

McADAM JUNCT., - N.B.

Excellent meals served on the arrival of all
trains, and ample time to enjoy them. Every-
thing in season on bill of fare,

COLIN CAMPBELL, Proprietor.

Railway Restaurant

e ANID S

DINING SALOON, - ST. JOHN, N. B.

MEALS AT ALL HOURS.

Plenty of time between arrival and departure
of train to get a good Mecal or Lunch
Best Brand of Cigars
always on hand.

E. D McGRATH, PROPRIETOR.
BRODORICK’S HOTEL,

PARRSBORO, NOVA SCOTIA.
This New Hotel Now Open

It is situated in a 10-acre field facing the sea;
healthy location; modern improvements;
beautiful groves. Parrsboro, which is famous
as an ideal summer resort, is situated on the
north side of the Basin of Minas, and is noted
for its magnificent scenery, delightful summer
climate and pretty drives, alsoits excellent
boating and bathing privileges. Rates $1.50 to
$2.00 a day; $6.00 to $10.00 a week; 6 minutes’
walk frown steamboat and trains. Correspond-

ence solicited. 3 3
J. W. BRODRICK, Proprietor.

HARTLAND

OO WORKINGCOMPANY

— MANUFACTURERS OF —

Doors, Sashes, Mouldings and Builder's Furn
shings generally. Church and School Fnrnish

Intelligence said that he once became

igs a Specialty. Orders solicited.
HARTLAND N. B

NOYA SCOTIA HOTELS.
ROYAL HOTEL.

B. B. McNUTT,
PROPRIETOR,

Excellent Sample Rooms.

Well lighted
SPRINGHILL, N. S.

(ueen Hotel.

The Commercial Hotel of

ANNAPOLIS, - i

NS,

. Entirely rebuilt. enlarged and newl furn
i)s}ifd throughout. Electric lights. (}a'lecbric
ells,

Finest sample rooms in town.
Table unexcelled.

——

RIORDAN BROS,, Proprietors,

STERLINCHOUSE

S. COLBUUN, PRrOPRIETOR,

Splendid accommodation for travellers.
eals at all hours.

OXFORD JUNCTION, -

No».

WILMOT HOUSE.

The favorite resort for Tourists and Com-
mercial TraveMers. The best sample rooms in
the town. : ;

CANSO, N S,
MRS. BIGELOW, PROPRIETRESS,

STANLEY HOUSE.

TRURO, N. S.

A, & MURPHY, . -

Convenient o Railway Station. House com
First-class
table; Electric Light; Sanitary arrangements

fortably furnished throughout.

perfect. Porter attends all trains.

PROPRIETOR,

JOHN P. McKINNON,

LIVERY AND BATE STABLES,
LOUISBURG, N. S.

Special attention tothe wants of tourists and
commercial travellers. Teams attend all trains
on Sydney and Louisburg railway.

Parker House-

Under New
Management.

GEO. R.DUPE, Proprietor

OUTRAM ST., TRURO.

Central House.
Merrimac House.

Two Hotels, One Management.
ANTIGONISH, N. 8,

Housesare fitted with Modern Improvements
Every attention paid to Commercial
Travellers. Sample Rooms.

TS SEEATSRY, 27 e co i S ra e Proprietor

GRAND NARROWS HOTEL,

Grand Narrows, Bras d’Or Lake.
-Cape Breton.

McDOUGALL & MachEIL,

Prop

This. Hotel is one of the best hotels in th
Lower Provinces, and is situated at the mgs
convenient and picturesque point on the bea-
tiful Brasd'Or and on the I. C. R'y.

Steamers to Baddeck and other points on the
Bras d’'Or leave wharf twice per day ;: wharf
only one minute's walk from Hotel.

Boating, Bathing, Driving and Fishing, en-
joyed with safety and satisfaction. Terms
moderate. Baggage transferred free for Guests
and Patrons.

The Intercolonial train going east and weast
stop twenty (20) minutes for meals.

First Class Buss to and from the station free.
Ample time, prompt waiting, courteous atten-
tion, and the most sumptuous Railway Hotel
Table in Canadaguaranteed.

JOHN O'CALLAHAN & SONS,

SYDNEY, C. B,
Nearest Livery Stable to the Sydney Hobél,

Railway Station and Fen’ﬁ%ha.rves.

Teams at short notire. erate charges.
Attends the arrival of all Trains and Steam-

Boats. Ask for Callahan's Team.




