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BRITISH PARLIAMENT.
. HOUSE OF LORDS,

of the lower d-‘uof our feﬂwm J
trymen, It was true, it had been fome-
what changed within thele few weeks,

, inp became more vielent ? Was it
not at fuch 2 enbis that Jaco'biuil,m al-
ways tiged wih gréater fury ? Nor

conteft 7. Did tbey’k&ev mydz(pofmon
to refume that, wn, or fudioufly
imitate the Britith government, by ihe

B Lol .+ >

Tuaspav, Janvany 28, 1800,
MIS MAJESTY's MESSAGE.
gt a0 et pgt

[pEBATS coxtinuen.]

HE Duxz of BEDFORD rofe ia
reply—~He could not but lament,
from the tenor of the fpeech which he
hed jult heerd, jninefet: the whole
condu@. of Minfllers, that there was
but little profpelt of Pesce. Theiron-
ly objelk indeed, [cemed to be, by a
continued fyflem of infult, to paut that
blefling to 3 gre ter diftance from our
hopes thau ever, This was the mani-
felted tendency of the manuer in which
they had treated thole communications
~ from the enemy, oa which the -Houfe
was that mght to deliver its opinion,
and fuch feemed to be the intended ef-
fe& of the train of arguments by which
the Noble Secretary of State endeavour-
ed to ptocure their approbation of the
reje&@ion of Pacific Qvertures. But
unlefs the fubje& of their deliberations
were fuppoled to be the eriginal grounds
of the War)/which he maiatsined it was
not, he would occupy but little of the
time of the Houle with what he had to
fay in reply to thofe srguments, He
would not detain their sttention with
~ repeating the opinions which be had on
former occsfions delivered with refpc@
to the principles of the war, L
would {erioufly imprefs upon their Lord-
fhips’ confiderstion what was the real
fituation of the eountq,a:d w:ut their
P of terminating this calamitous
z:::‘lt?;f they were dif:ofed S fan&ion
the principles laid'down in the fpecch
of the Noble Lord who had preceded
him. He had largely defcanted on the
c¢hara@er of the fucceflive Rulers of
France, fince the commencement of hol-
tilities 3 and had thence arguing the im-
bility of entertaining any well foun-

ded hopes of fuccefs, fiom entering inte
Negotiation with its prefent Govern-
ment, But the anfwer was ealy : All
his obfervations on that topic might
have been urged with gqual force, at
the moment an Ambafladdr was fent to
trut“w,ixh the Agents of the Frgnch
Govergment at Lifle, At that time,
however, all the vices which were at-
tributed to the fyftem of Government
or its condulRors, were not regarded as
infurmoontable obftacles to the ‘com-
mencement of Negotiation, The N’f
ble Lord bad particularly dwelt on a
paflage in the laft communicatiod: from
‘the Eaemy, which feemed to juilify,
from necellity, their atterpts (o éxtend
the War to every individual part of the
world, He was the laft man who would
" thinl of defending the unvu::nmcd
.‘gmﬂiaﬂ which had in feveral inftan-

ces been made by Fraoee. He would

ne more attempt to jultify or palliate.

ihem, than he would the partition of
Poland, and the (hare which our princi-
al Ally hed in that traniaftion, or the
of iniquity and cruelty by which

e Britith Dominion was firlt extend-

" ad in India. The Noble Secretary,
" however refted a great. ,d?lo m:P:?nu
ircum fta a8 an avowal. -
2:&,; h.h,?::,fa-d the fovadation of
:ﬁ' ?l:u from the Britifh Minifters
'Peud the way to a declaratiop of prin-
€l of a drfferent k.i.nd—of pnpcxplu
m might have encoursged him g

\ to trest with them.
'M“WMg been expefled from a

sper which exphet

/’

But he

while he infifted that

Je&.

~ at this

larife it
| Tnpan,

langusge of abufive reproach ?. No.'
They icft that condu@ 10 the Rulers of
thns Country; who trested their very
- fieft approach wiih the moft marked in-

fult. 1: would have been well, if Mi-

nifters had, before defcending to fuch

meannels, recolle@ed the way in which
they rtepelled the reproaches’ made a-
gonft the Englith Naiion vy Lacioix,
previous to the Negotiation at Pars,
But the
were the aggreflors, though he was not
furprifed thai Minifters {hould cedea-
vour to remove that charge from their
own fthouldersy for the tuime would
come when tha: queftion v ould be dil-
p:fliopately inve it ga ed, and the guilty
Autnors of 2 War which had been pro-
dutive of fuch wige fpr-:d mlery,
wou!d meet with that pun ‘hme ut due 1o
their ciimes from heir coniemporaries,
infure the execraiion of pofteiity, and be
devoted to everlalt g nfamy.  The

L)

Noble Sectctary rad forelecn that the

Adminiftiation might ‘¢ charg=d with
continuing bosti-iiies with the view of
reftoring Munzrchy in Frauce, and had
laboured muci: to refuie it,  Bat though
he had dire@y culclaimed luch an in-
tention, every atgument which he had
ufed tended to ftiengthen the 1mputae
tion., Whai elie could be the import
of his oblervations on the isllability of
evess other Goveroment that had been
cre@ed in France. What clic could be
the intention of juRifying theif refufal
to treat with its prefent rulcrs, by re-
marking upon the various chaoges of
perfonsand {yftems, that had takew plice

there fince ihe Revolution; and {o for-

cibly contra@ing them with irs ancient
Monarchy ? To carvy on the war for the
expe&ation of (ucceeding in fuch an ob-
je&t was indeed fo wild and “frantic 4
fcheme, that he could fcaicely think iz
could enterinto the mind of any rationsl
man.

‘mightdilclaim i, ceitainly it was the on-

ly luppofition that could giveany degree
of confiltency to their conduft,
thev did not bold!y avow. the r:-¢lta-
blithmeat of Royalty, as the finc Jua non

of Peace, they, at lea®t, maae 1. a fine
- olher conliderations to be takcn into sc-

qua non of Negotiation. But if he could
iuppofe that any Britifh Minifter could

enicrtato a wifh for ¢he 1citormtion of |
Monarchy as it formerly cxifted in |
Fraace, be would conjure him to reflecd |

fhould find thole who have the lea®

on the arduous nature of the underta.
king 3
ble calamitics which muft be produced
in the progrels of fo delperate an enter-
prile, lfc would entreat him to confider
the wide extent of mulery which muft
immediately refult from, (hould it, con-
trary (0 ail reafonabie expe@ation, ter-
minate with fuccefs. Propeity to no
lefs an amount than two millions fte:r-
'ling, which had been acquired under a
revolutionary title mult be violentiy
torn from its prefent poilcfiors ; whe
befides being expofed to the wengeance
of the late I’ébhﬂ'c, would, with their
dependants, be condemoed toall the
horrors of beggary and want, There
were oply thiee objeéts which he could
cenccive Miniftcrs to have in the pro-
{ecution of the War, after the recent o-
vertures from France ; the re-cifablifhe
ment of Maonarchy, or at leilt, a diffe-
rent Government from the prefent, or
that a fituation may be attained more faw
vourable “for. their views of Peace,
They might, indeed, have another ob-
] They might have fo. implicated
themfelves with the Britith Allies, as
1o make it dificult go conciude a Peace
| But they had advan-
of that kind n their jafti-

ced not i
ion. * reftoration of Monarchy

 he had heard tobe beyond il probable

ation. If their views were di-

Eted to the cRablithment of agy other

fort of Governmenty let them particu-

Had net ;xpum ,pm‘:g
thatin propostion sy France was pre

her Government al.

queftion was not mow, who'

',
‘ Jeft was o grauty their
i
3
:

———— —

. this country bad no concern ;

.
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But, however, much Minifigrs |
pillar of our hopes, wag there no room
. to doubt that {he might fall off from the
If |

and, feiting afide the innumera- |

was this tranfition peculiar to that Go-
veroment. In times of “"War that of e-

yery Country exerciled their authority *

‘with 2 more oppreflive hand, Toprove
thig fo far as regards this Ceunuy be
would o:ily refer 10 our own Ratute
book, which would sbuadantly joftify
_the aflertion during the prefeat war,
H Minifiers Lkcwile diiclaim™ this obe
Jo&, did they. ¢x pe&, by the acquifition

of tesritore! pofl=flion, or any other ad-.

vantages, to be placed at a future pcn'od
w0 amore favoutable fituation for treat-
g ¢ 1f, indeed he was to judge mere-
lv by their language, their principal ob-
: ir perfonal feel-
1158 by the ruin of Buonaparte. Such,
#! leall, was a fair inference from their
maouty, from the eagernels witly which
they thed the [utercepted Corref-
voadcobe, and from the Wit ot the
Naotes which they attached to it. He
had read only the Introdu@ion to the
laft publication of this fort, in which
he fhould hope that the Government of

was written in a ftyle fwhich certainly
refl-&=d inhuitely mork difgrace on the
man who had. wroie it, than it did on
thole whom ' was intended to degrade.
—But he would not impute to Min:-
fters the pitifui malevolence of a per-
{oval triumph. He would not fuppole
they prefecuted thie contelt until they
could attain a more favpurable fituation
for treating. Such a fituation might
| pnﬁbly arile ; but what was our pre-
fent prolpet ? If we depended on
. our Allies, what fecurity had we that

thew wight not'be detached from our

interelt by feparate Treaties of Peace ?

Bid we rely on the affiltance of Au-
" ftra? What pledge had we that the
. did not, asScfore limit her views to her

' own aggrandizeinent, totally regardlels
+ of the interefts of this country, or the

relk of Europe. {f Ruffia wasthe main

common caufe with as little realon as

' could be gfvcn for many of her public
1 R,

But admitting that our ailids
might be kept togethery were thete no

count 7 When we looked to our in-
ternal fituation, was it of [o comnfoling a
nalure a3 to prompt us 1o coutinue the
coutelt 7 If we looked to licland, we

gppertunity of infarmation afferung,
that it 18 far from being in a ilate of
tranquillity., Were our haapces fo flou-
rithing as to jultify the profecurion of

‘ﬁtonofexpe&a

hoflghties ? Our financial {yltem we
had 3Tready b@compﬂled to abandon,
snd twodifferent modes had been tried
within two years, The fisrit had been
abandoned as ineflicient, and the {econd
though not telinquxﬂxcc;, had fallen far
tion, aad would require
1o be new modelled. Some time ago
it was thought, that we could flarve

but very lately the dcpl

France into {fubmiflion ; but what was
‘our owp fituation 7 What greaer con.
fizmation could there be of the ne-

ceflity of Peace, tham t9 fee the mifer-

able wretches who windered in our
ficlds and woods a ptey to il the
botrors of cold ahd falmine. In lmy
ridiug thiough 2 village in the counafy,
he y:: “‘:cd by &ng the children
ranging about ia all the wiidaels of de-
Apair anderying cut for that food which
it 'was | bie for their unhappy pa-

reats o give them, Such of the noble

Lords as had occafion to 3@ s Magii-

trates, wult have laely koown frequent
inflances of appeals from the Parith Of
ficers, by .eawbofe claims for charny
had been paflcd unheeded, becauie they

app to be firong, bealthy, and ca-
¢ of labour, But the mifersbie luf-
ferers in viin demand for the means. of
employmea: ; and they cannot return to
meect the horrid fight of a wife and chil-
ifhing with huager. This was

for 1t

Stuation ,

|

l

her Continenta!l Allies.

- Jome paffages of M. Tallyrand

‘Men of property had voluntarily adopt-

ed mealures to prevent thke recurrence

of fuch fcenes. But furely that was
not the natursl fitvation of a country in

whichethe many (ubfifted on the charity
of the few. Six months ige violeut

- and unprecedented mealures had beea

taken to recruit our army ; and the flow<

er of the Britifh troops.rad been landed

on a foreign co:ft, in & ménner more
{uitable to the celebration ol & triumph

than that of going te battle, . The cone

fequence was, that they had been oblie

ged to purchale ther reuscat with a dife
grace hitherto unknown to Briuth Sol-
diers, Did Minifiers ivtend to repegs

the projg&l 7 Did they mean 1o colle

provifions from every quarier, snd 1o
emp'v the ‘)ub:ic m«;aziuu.fér the purs
pole of fiiiing out lome other frantig
expedition ? If e were alked whether
the prefent was a favourabie opportu-
mity 10 ¢onclude a peace, he would fay
it was tns moft (0 which had eccuried
fince the ntgoliations at i.fle. Bus
Miniflers iniend 10 wait for the evie
dence of [.&ts—={uch ecvidence as that
which preceded the negotiaticns at that
period ; mamely, the fucceflion of the
Emnperor. That was the event which
copflituted the principal ground of
treating upon that occafion 3 for 1t was
regarded as abfurd in England ro contie
nue the conteft afier the defe&iou of
But this g
vernment had not, it (eems, lalted a (uf-
ficient tsime. Had the houte fo gotten
that 1in his Moajeliy’s Sp ech 1n ihe
month of O&ober 1t way [lated, that the
offairs of Fianc: were haltening to s faa
voursble ciifis 7 Tharcriftis was the ee
vent which happened on the 8th of
December, and which elevated to the
{upreme authority the prefent Rulers of
France. The Noble Secretary [lated,
thai the only grounds of pacification
heid out by the Encmy, refleid™ou the

| perfonal ailpofirion of Buon2 ame. The

plaineft aniwer to that aflcrtion would
be the perufal of his letter. [ Here the
noble Duke read the whole of Buonaparie's
letter tothe King.] lnthis s peidfonal
dilpofition was not the only grou: g
his realons were allo of a general natu:e,
H: mentioned the evils which had 3l-
ready arifen from the war, snd thole
wh.ch would moft probably refult from
continuing it, as MOLIVES 1O 2 COMMENCE
ment of N-gotiation. The fame 1e3e

fons were alledged in the fecond com- |

munication, '[Hzrc the noble Duke read

note. | - Whether thele profellions were
hincere or not, was not material to the
preicnt queition. " When a nation unae
nimoufly ¢ xprefled 3 defire for Peace,
and the governmest became the organ
of their w.{hes, it was a pretty ftrong
reafon for it leaft receiving. them with
stiention yud reipe@. That fuch is the
geveral defire in France might be infere
red from the snxiety which every pub-
lic perion, and ¢ven the geoerals of
their armies dilcovered in rzcommend-
ing themieives to public afic&ion by
pacific profeflions. Fiom the manner
in which the Ncble Secretary fpcke thas
tight of the pegotiatious at F:tis and
Lifle, he was gt 2 lofs to know whethep

 Minifiers wifbed to be confidered as

fincere in thole tranfaélions, or whethes
they were mere mockasics praft fed to
fuit their own’ purpofes ? lrit did not
detsin the houle too long, he cou'd ea.
aly fhey, whatever their intentions
might itn bave been, their languige
Was 4t variance 1o eyery point to every
‘entence ultered that night by the Noe

We Secretary. During the firfll attempe
to negotiate, sfier feelingly deferibing -

the calamitics of war, they Lboured, ia

cale of the negotiation hiling, to throw

the ieproach the Ficuch governe
ment. At Lifle they purfu=d the fame
condu®, and when the negotialions
there were broken off, they declared,

in the mame of his Majelty, <has they '

:(ﬁ;x’a“




