
the head of affairs, 

and fo much trealure expended. The 
prefent Minifters felt an intereft in the 
continuance of the War, and therefore 
he delpaired of the recurrence of fo 

feat was a crifis which involved the 
fate of exiting man, and of {ucceeding 
generations, 
induced him to give their'Lordfhips the 
trouble of liltening to him, or take him- 
{elf the irkfome tafk of addrefling them ; 
for irklome it mult be to contend, as 
fiom all appearance he then did, with. 
out the proipe@l 
Bur his fen'e of duty, his anxiety 
the happinefs of his country, did not 
permit him to remain entirely filent at 
fo imporiant 3 moment. Recolle&in 
how often within thole walls he h 
foicold the calamities which had alres. 
dy befallen this pation, he cane down 
ence more to warn them by all that they 
venerated and loved, 10 1¢fe& upon the 
confequences of that night's decifion ; 
to remember that they were now called 
to throw away the fcabbard, and plunge 
at once into all the horrors of eternal 
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~ the conteft, if the {word was pot to be 
{heathed until the reftoration of Moaar- 
chy in that countrv ; and even on the 
fuppofivion that Minilters bo ded their 
views to compelling her to retire with- 
in ner ancient limits, and to relinquith 
hr pryc@s of sggrandizemente—what 
Was it but laying, that we were to fight 
8: long as we had power to wield our 

Ei gland (houlg be rivals, let us refort 
to other meang'of eftablifhing 
riority,  Inftead of lending millions to 
dic laughter, and ravaging the face of 
She earth, lot us, im the bofom of Peace, 

Were ready to renew them, whenever 
the rulers of France d manifelt a 
diipofitiop fimilar to hisown, &¢. The 
avernment of France had now evinced 
uch a'difpofition ; and it was, there. 
fore, incumbent on them to put its fin. 
€ciity to proof. ‘The Nohje Secretary 
sfked whether Buonaparte was prepared 
to mike a variety of cefliont. He would 
8gain anfwer, the belt method of efcer- 
taining that was to enter into negotia- 
tiogs. Six weeks were, it feems now, 
not a {ufficient trial of the Rability o/ a 
government ; andsyet our ambaflador at 
Lille was empowered 10 negotfhe with 
agoverament of only five days ftanding, 
which had obtained power by means 
the moff violent, It was amufing to 
remark the contradi®ory . inferences 
which had been drawn from the reports 
of citizen Monge and Boulay de la 
Mecurthe, and the declarations of Tal- 

~ deyrand, which he garbled, and alter-- 
nately prailed and condemned, as {uited 
the fleeting purpole of the moment, He 
fhould have recolle@ed, before abufing 
Buonaparte, that he adopted the very 
language in which the latter condemned 
the proceedings of the Jacobins, It 
‘was not his obj-& re enter into a jufti- 
fication of the char&er of Buonaparte, 
but he conceived he mult be defirous 
of peace, becaule the French nation was 
anxious for peace ; becaule it” would 
tend to coafolidate his own power ; and 
becaule it had been found that when the 
re gns of government had been affumed 
by any fet of men in that country, in 
the hope of effc@ing a peace, and they 
bad failed in their obje, that they ge- 
nerally made way for another fet. . Mi. 
niiters ought, therefore to refle&, whe- 
theg by refuling to treat with them, they 
did any thing more than give an oppor- 
tunity for a. worfe being put in his ftead. 
Butnapaite had, even in the prelimina- 
v1.5 of the treaty which had been fo 
f.cquently cited to his reproach, thewn 
views of moderation, He was defifous 
of ceding. Man'ua to the Emperor, and 
{fupporred his wilh, by obferving in a 
le:ier to the Dire&tory, that it was for 
the intereit of all great Nations not to 
exalt too much from the defeated party, 
Bt that Minifters fhould abufe Buona- 
pa te, did not with him preclude the 
belief that they would yet treat with 
him. They had lavithed their {curnlity 
en all his predeceflors, but when driven 
to negotiation, that circum®ancé never 
fo. med any impediment, They made 
ov=rtures to any whom they found at 

But while there re- 
mained to them any prolpe& of being a- 
blc tc continue the war, he did not fup- 
po'e they would cordially enter into 
{chemes of accommodaiion. They knew 
that while it continued, its events would’ 
occupy all the attention of the country; 
ba that, on the return of Peace, the 
public would begin, to enquire for what 
purpole, {o much blood had been (hed, 

favourable an onportunity fer treating 
while they held their places, - The pre- 

Nothing clfe could have 

of producing any effe&, 
for 

Such was in reality the nature of 

If it was decreed that F rance and 

our {upe- 

offence to our 

the 
pend their Parliament, 

tn 
of 4b} (livery or revelution, 
ven to defpair by the unfeeling gripe 
of the tax-gatherer, what could be ‘ex. 
pelted, but, that like France they would 
make an effori toredrefs their own grieve 
ances P Thele were the dangers, the ca- 
lamities which he apprehended from a 
farther continuance of the conteft, He 
hoped that the Houfe would take ware 
ning before 1t was too late, 
that night’s decifiom, he fhould ind that 
there was no profpe& of any 
that [yftem, which had bee 
purfued to the ruin and degradation of | 
his country, he muft sbftain from my | 
farther troubling their Lordfhips, 
mut abandon a lcenq where his efforts 
could be oo longer ferviceable, aad ia 
the bofom of retirement, adminifter that 
comfortand happinefs to the few, which 
he in vain attempted to procure for the 
nation at large, 

ment, in which he recapitulated the 
different communications ' from 
throne on the fubj:& of the prefent 
war, and the refolutions of the houfle 

"on the fame, and in which ke recapitue- 
lated the leading points -of his own 
Speech, in order to thew that the dif- | 
ferent revolutions in France, and the 
in{tability of the Government of that 
Country from time to time, did not fur- 
nifh fufficient ground of argument to 
preclude the policy, prudence and wif. 
dom of medting the late overtures of 
the enemy, for the purpofe of opening 
a mcgotiation for peace, 

Lord BORRINGDON faid, 
all that he had heard, he trift=d that he 
fhould not find himfelf under the ne- 
ceflity of trefpafli-.; any length of time 
on the indulgence of the houle;, “Many | 
of the arguments addueed by the Noble 
Duke; whom he did not fee in his place, 
had been anticipate] by the Noble Se- 
cretary (Lord Grexvicre). 
‘rel bad beca already diflpofed of by 
their Lordfhjps, 
{eve that he did not thiak this was the 
proper time to rifk a negotiation. From 
the perfeverance of that Houfe, from 
the ¢gnergy of the Executive Govern 
ment, and the 
try had difplayed, a fpirit of enterprife 
‘unequalled in the Pheer of her former 
hiftory, on the mo 
eecafion, 
effet of » negotiation at'thie'Sfefent mo. 
ment 7 Might it not tend to damp the 
ardour of cur navy amd army, ind to 
diminifh that public {pirit’ which rofe 
fuperior to every difficulty it was called 
to contend with, His Lordfhip con. 
tended that either on a combin. 
parte view of the queftion, this period 
of negotiation was not that, ia his opi- 
nion, which their Lordfhips in their 
prudence and deliberation ought to a- 
Supt as the molt favourable ; efpecial- 
lyat 
making peace with Buonaparte 
qual terms, He did not with to sake 
any ufe of epithets. was 

| certainly a very extraordigary and cele. 

i 

the miferies ynder which they already 
groan; let us turn our thoughts 10 the 
extenfion of agriculture sud commerce, 
and vie with each other in diffufing the 
means of happinels. In fuch a conteft 
it would be worthy to excel. In our 
triumphs we vr then exit without 

their Lordfhips—If by auy exertions o 
8 {uch an objet could be promoted, * 
e would cheerfully toil day and night: 

to accomplifh it.” But he lamented that 
he could entertain no fuch hope. There 

- was no spparent change either in that 
Houle or in the People, Infrigged and 
mutilated as he would maintain their 
privileges had been, they Rill poffeffed 

Of this power, 
they had not availed ithemfelves ; and 
he muft therefore fuppole they conti- 
nued to place the fame confidence as 
ever in that Parlisment. The Englith 
people loved their Conftitution, and 
while there .was any danger of its being 
torn from them, there was no evil to 
which they 
would entreat the Houle to be cautious 
how that confidence was abuled, and to 
recolle& the refponfi lity which they 
incurred by negle@ing every favourable 
opportunity to put an end to the evils 
which they had 
fo many years. 
ing under a load of taxes; it was for 
that Houfe to take care they did net fink 
under them—to guard agaiaft their be- 

would not fubmit ; but he 

tiently endured for 
hey were now bend- 

to the dreadful alternative 
If dni- 

reduce 
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Bat, if by 

ange in 
fo long 

| 

He | 

His Grace then propoléd an amend- 

the 

- 

from 

l 
t 

t 

and the 

He fhould only ob. 

p 
public fpirit'this cotin- 

ne molt trying and urgent 
What then wold be the 

or fe- 

a time when the Chouans were 
on ¢€~ 

Buonaparte 

od, or’ horrgr at'the } 
by which they hid beem strained,’ 

Such were his reafons, for spaihing 

that their fincerity ought to be 
the tefl, If fincere, the terms d 
then be feen; and if not, the people 
of both countries would be enabled to 
form a judgment of the deception. In 
recommending this mesfure, howeves, 
he cettainly. thought, as he knew jt 
wobld be accompanied with caution, 
he did not entertain a higher opinion of 
Talleyrand than he did of Buonaparte 

. but, with refpe& to both, our motto on 

brated chara@er; but ‘was it from his 

ced 16 liften to any pacific overtures. 

that came from him ? Did be ever men- 
tion this country previous to his pre- 
 fent fituation, but 10 terms that evinced 

the moft ropted apimofity to it? Was 

it then fo be expeled that of a fudden 

he. hoald change thofe fentiments ? 
Wagit'to be ¢xpeéled that his ambition 
was diminithed and reduced to due 

power of addrefling their Sovereign 

beunds in conlequence of his having u- 
furped the Throne of power in France, 
where he excrcifed the moft delpetic 
{way ? Was it to be fuppoled that he 
would be lefs prodigal of human blood 
in his prefent fituation than he was at 
the head of his troops 7 Was it to be | 

| fuppoled that he would be more tenaci- 

ous of his ord now than on former oc- 
rional cha- 

{uch an occafion ought to be 
- % Timeo Danaes et dinna Serentes,” 
At all events, he thoughe the ‘ex peris 
ment ought to be made, not, indeed, un. 
der the circumftances of a [ulpenfiom 
of arms, for that was what he would 
never bring him{elf to accede tg, He 
thoughf the war ought to be purfue 
with much ‘vigour; ac all events, {uch 

A
 
—
 

. to that country.—He thought the plain 

view ? Could we then hope for the 
tranquillity of Europe, one of the prin- 
cipal obje&ls, for which we were now | 
engaged in the moft arduous and ex- 
peufive war in which this country was 
ever engaged. Imprefled with the jul- 
tice of our caufe; proud of the fuccefs 
of 6ur arms, and the fidelity of our al. 

vernment of France, he thould not he- 
fitate to give his mok cordial effent to 

never role to deliver an opinion in that 
houle under a greater degree of embar- 
raffment, as it was not his intention ei- 
her to vote with the noble fecretary 
(Lord Grenville) who moved the ad- 

(Bedford) who moved the amendment : 
he was dif, 

cafions ? much for the 
"I rafter of thé man, which he did not with 

to mix with the general queftion ; but 
which he thought might fairly enter in- 
toit. Was it then the {uppoled ftabi- 
lity of the prefent government of that 
country ‘that was to be held out as an 
inducement 0 negotiation? Revolution 
had fucceeded to revelution in that un- 
happy kingdom, and what certainty was 
there that the prefent faltion, which 
had raifed Buonaparte to his prefent fi- 
tuation would not be overturned by a- 
nother fa&ion ? Susorperne fed inc 
been inftalled a month at the tune he at he 
was [peakKing—Was that a period long from his beft wifhes to this country, 
enough to furnifh any falls or expen- | and not with the remote view of | | * throwing an imputation on the Nobl ence of the Rability of his governments | S wirg putst h the Noble 

, : d ccretary, It was highly gratifying te. or the fecurity to warrant their Lord ark thet in sll. the df graiiiying te, 
{hips to liften to the overtures in quef- Gos in F erent Revolu, 
tion. Much ftrefs had been laid by | Horsin France the people evinced an 

indifference 10 any one of them - hil fb the neble Duke (Bedford) on a paflsge | 1°¢'" yoeacoit ; wha 
in the anfwer A the French Mini fter, in this country, the {pirit of the people 
which infireaied that this country | he n Eraportion to the darger that 
would not lifien to 2ny pacific prope. | '"€3'¢n€d it—a convincing proof of YE no the affe&ion of the Britifh Nation te fitions till monarchy fhould be reftored their Conflitutior—undey which ihe 

humble ft individual found himlelf pro- 
te@ed and happy ; but in order to keep 
up that aff &ion, he thought the over. 
tures made by the Euemy ought to be 
mel, in order to evince that no oppore 
tunity was omitted that might tend te 
reftore the bleflings of peace. ; 

Lord CARLISLE was firmlyof ae 
pinion that we had attained all the ob. 
jeéts for which we petievered in the 

 prefent War, pamely, Security with re 
{pe& to the internal enemies of this - rE 
Country, who endesvoured to prey Upwear i on the core of the Conftitution. Theis - 
numuer was pretty well certained, and 
their deeds countera@ed ; which ade 

toa peace betwixt this country and the | 9¢d tothe brilliancy of our Naval Vic. a 
enemy ? The anfwer was eafly, The | '071¢% In every quarter of the world, 
French would then have an opportuni- py ty he had already oblerved, im | 
ty of purfuing their favorite {yftem of | * . ee cllion of all thofe obje&ls for 
aggrandizement, They would thea bid 1d are obliged to contend, Bug 
have an opportunity of colle@ing all it would net 0 denind that the happy 
their powers, and of diretting them a- pry of them (hould be placed 
gainft our allies, Independent of the on the moft permanent bafis, He real-. 
dignity of this country, what would be | !¥ thought that it would have been fuffi- 
the confequences in a political point of 

cient to have returned his Majesty a 
mere vote of thanks fer his molt graci. ous communica‘ion, To proceed any 
father was, in his opinion, uncon fity. 

| tional, as it tended to trench on the pre- 
| rogative of the Crown ; becaule it 
went to diminifh, the reiponfibility of _ Minifters, It could pot be fuppofcd that Executive Goverament could {ub- 
mit their views, and the information of 
which they: muft undoubtedly be fup- 
pofed to be in pofleflion of, to the dif- 
cufflion of their Lordihips. Such in- 
deed would be as ill-timed as it would 
‘be impolitic ; at the fame time that he 
faid, he protefted moft {olemnly that it 
did net arife out of any want of conf 

nce ig bis Majesty's Minifters, or 
that they were led to pledge that Houle 
to any views which they did not wilh 
to entertain for the good of the public, 
and the lecurity and happinefs of the - 
fubje& ; for he was cordially difpofed 

a circumfiar.ce would have great weighe . and cffeél—in the fir place it would 
not have all the effe& of the addrefi in 
queftion, ay 1it would pot tend to retard 
the war—and in the fecond place ig 

would expole the arts of the enemy if 
the propofition ‘was not founded in fg. 
Cerity, . 

He knew. nothing of the force of the _ 
Cheuans but merely from the Newfpa- 
pers. How a Treaty of Pacification would sffe& them he was not prepared 
to fay, as he bad not fufficient informa- 
ticn onthat head. What he laid arole 
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interpretation of that paffage was, that 
his Majefty, out of his anxious defire 
for peace, was ready to accede to ane. 
gotiation on that fubje@, when a go- | 
vernment, capable of maintaining all 
the relations of it fhould be eftablifhed 
io France. There wa: another circum- 
Rance which he did not with to pals o- 
ver in filence. In the 3d note from 
the French Conful, it was propofed to 
opch a negotiation with this country and 
with this country ofily § not one word 
of allies, He would then put it te 
their Lard(hips—what would be the 
refult if this overture fhould it be Liften- 
ed to, and if it fhould in the end lead 

1 

ies, and not having one fa& before him 
o ¢evinge the ftability of the prefent go- 

he addrefs, - 
Lord ROMNEY declared, that he 

refs, nor yet with the noble Duke: 

poled, at the fame, time to | 
place the greate® confidence in the | '@ B'Ve them his fechio fu h, becaufe ‘ ~ zeal and exertions of his Majefly’s Mi. | '* Was his real opinion that they had fa- | 
nifters% but he was as free to confefs ved the country, and “that if they had av! the fame time, that a middle courfe | departed from that perfeverance and ‘might be eered : he protefted that he | firmnes which they adopted in the be- toll t} really thought the fame of Buonaparie |-8'70'0g of the prefent "War, that the princi E s (Grenville confequence would be certain ruin snd, parte, 
thought of him ; but he Diy Tals incvitable deftruition. ES LAPT Ea. “to think 
it would be wile and politic to have li- | . Lord HOLLAND lamented that he “any othe 
ftened to the overtuies from that gene- | had not the pléafure of being prefent as merg pre 

I, becaufe he was afraid, that by the | often as this {ubje@ came under the dif- not as th 
reje@ion of it in the prefent manner, it | cuflion of the Houle, yet he could learn ther fide. 
might tend fo divide the people of this | from the votes and refolutions-of their when B 
country, who had been hitherto usi- | Lordfhips on this momentous queftion would nc 
ted ; and that it might furnifh the ens- | that his Majelty’s Minifters had thought | Lordihi; 
my with boldingout to the le of | proper to thift their ground, and 10 de- which, h 
France, that there was no difpofition in | En the queftion on a sew one 2¢ extra fpleea, ti 
the executive government of His coun- | ordinary asunexpefled. The three noble General | 
try to lend an ear to any propefition of Lords who bad delivered their opinions, A Noble 
a pacific pature, He thought that they ! and whe were in the habits of uniting od that u


