
- nation againft France, the objet which they avowed was, 

to Egypt, with a view of paving the way to our ruin in In- 

~ Pretender, Great-Britain would not find him more equitable 

. ferves the partial care and protection of Great-Britain; and 
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LONDON—POLITICS OF E 
CONDITIONS OF THE PEACE. “nn | 

THOSE who pretend that the fate conteft with Fran
ce | 

cannot be jatified apon ‘the pléa of firiét , feem fo 
{uppofe that Governments ought not to avail themfelves of - : 
favourable opportunities. Wars, in general; are more con {ij¢ - 
venient than neceffary-—when the predicament in which a | obtain 

e for | 
an individual, and treachery for a Cabinet, to neglet it.— 
The extinction of defpotifm in France, and the 1mpreffion 
which fuch an event made in every State of Europe, threw 
the four aces and all the honours into the hands of the late 
Miniftry ; if; in playing the cards, they miftook one for ano- 
ther, it was not the fault of Fortune. When they arméd the 

rie! is placed offers a palpable advantage, it is cowar 

the deftrution of demqcratical principles, and the reftoration | 
of Monarchy. The firft point was gained without any ftrug- 
gle of their own: as foon as the impracticable equality of | 
Roufleau, and his paradoxical opinions, came to be ttied by 
the touchftone of experience, the feverith agitations of the 
deluded multitude ended in a fhort paroxifm.. With regard to | 
the reftoration uf Monarchy in France, there can be no reafon 
to regret the difappointment of the late Miniftry.. To this 
country the old French Government was an implacable enemy. 

It 1s well known that Louis XIV. and his two Succeffors 
ufed their utmoft endeavours not only to leffen the power of 
Great-Britain, but alfo to fubvert her liberties. In the reign 
of Lewis XV. the Duke of Choifeul planned the Expedition 

dia; and the Minifters of Lewis XVI. after having encoura- 
ged the American Rebellion, entered into a clandeftine Alli- 
ance with Tippoo. The Bourbons have conftantly proved 
the molt inveterate enemies of this Empire; and if our late 
Rulers had fucceeded in enforcing the claim of the French 

than his predeceffors. The Revolution which crufhed the 
French Defpots, has faved us, or rather prefented us with the 
means of raifing the {plendour and eftablifhing the profperi- 
ty of our Country. Unfortunately, the late pilot loft the di- 
rection of the compafs, and wandered about in his voyage 
without any hope of reaching the harbour, and feeing the 
end of his dangers. If, inftead of cafting unmerited afperfi- | 
ons on the character of the Firft Conful, our late Minifter 
had perpended the true import of his letter, and weighed the 
equity of his offers, the evil confequences of the Battle of 
Marengo would not have occafioned fo many perplexities in | 
the affairs of Europe, and efpecially in our Cabinet. When 
the late Chancellor of the Exchequer quitted the helm, the 
profpect could not be more gloomy; the hoftile coalition of 
the Northern Powers, the incertitude of our fuccefs in Egypt, 
and the menacing attitude of a numerous army on the coaft 
of France, could not but prefent a fcene of ferinus and un- 
common difficulties to the new Adminiftration ; in the courfe 
however of a few months, we find every obftacle conquered, 
and the Country happily reftored to the bleflings of Peace,.— 
To know the value of the conditions, it is neceflary to exa- 
mine how far the dignity of the Crown, the credit and in- 
tereft of the Nation, havebeen preferved. The two firft points 
are completely obtained, when no humiliating or improper 
conceffion is made, as, for inftance, a reftitution of the Ships 
taken at Toulon or m Holland would have been; when Al- 
lies are not deferted, and faith is religioufly maintained. 
Whoever perufes the Preliminary Articles will fee that the 

juftice and honour of our Sovereign fhine there equally reful- | 
gent; and, as to our Allies, Minifters having prevailed on 
France to evacuate the dominions.of the King of Naples, the 
Porte, and Portugal, and to agree to the abfolute integrity of | 
thofe Powers, we may obferve, that their prudeng conduct 
has gained an evident advantage over the Cabinet of. the | 
Thuilleries ; as, by the alienation of Trinidad and Ceylon the | 
beft Alles of France are compelled to pay the pipers. It 
would be ridiculous to blame the Firft Conful on that ac- 
count; he has fupported his Allies as well as he could, and | 
obtained for them honourable terms, yet, it fo happens, that 
our Allies are better ufed than thofe of France. It has been 
faid that we have forgot two Allies, namely, the King of Sar- 
dima and the Stadtholder; as to the former, he cannot claim 
any connection with this country, efpecially after his fponta- 
neous abdication, refpecting the Sovereignty of Piedmont.— 
The Stadtholder cannot, in his actual preticimc. deprived 
of his power, be confidered as an Ally; he is a Prince who de- | 

we make no doubt, but in the conclufion of the Treaty, his 
Highnefs will receive an adequate eftablifhment. 

ol 

It remains for us to confider what territory the nation 

fet in competition with the aggrandifement of France; 
| rat fick an inconfiderable object ; but when 
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fcales our extenfive conquefts in India, “the 
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s not cafy to determine which of the two countries has 
ned the preponderance. The idea that Peace will ena- 

Sse 

merce, is the greateft chimera—It 1$ to our infular pofitior, 
to the extent of our coafts, the peculiar difficulties of the tides 
in our feas, that we are indebted for the fuperior {kill and 
energy of our failors, and on them is grounded all our uns 
Saralfoled mercantile confequence. We cannot omit, that 
the national anxiety from the war was deeper among us than 
in France. “2 | a EEE 103 ’ 
The French had no reafon to apprehend any attack from 

us by land ; they knew that the Nation could not be inclined 
to renew the difaftrous fcenes of Quiberon, Holland and Fer= 
rol—while at the fame time we could not but feel vulnera- 
ble in many quarters. Notwithftanding the incomparable 
vigilance of the prefent Minifters, the fafety of Ireland, from 
the hoftile preparations of France, was a fubject of ferious. 
alarm. And though we are fully convinced that France ne-: 
‘ver would ultimately fucceed in an invafion of this Ifland; 
yet it 1s to be confidered that the fole attempt would have 
been felt by the whole Nation as a deep calamity. - Peace is : 
the firft defideratum in any Country, and efpecially a com- 
mercial Nation—that which has been concluded, when cir- 
cumfitances are carefully weighed, miift appear a necefiary - 
meafure.—The line of conduct purfued by the prefent Mini- 
fters in this important tranfaction, entitles them to the gra- 
titude of the whole Empire. Surrounded with innumerable 
difficulties, they have brought about a fpeedy Peace, and ob- 
tained more eligible terms for this Country than their Prede- 
ceflors in office in this Reign, ever could in the termination 
of a War. 

REFLECTIONS ON PEACE. 
TRANSLATED FROM THE GAZETTE DE FRANCE. | 

WAR has juft ceafed between France and Fngland : Peace 
has commenced for the univerfe. This epoch, for ever me- 
morable, 1s, without contradiftion, the moft brilliant and the 
molt glorious in the life of Bonaparte. It was the only event 
which was wanting to complete his deftiny. If it were not 
neceflary for him to be the greateft man on the earth, it was 
requifite to make him as great a man as he could be. Nati- 
ons in general had not yet proclaimed him the pacihicator of 
the world ; he was only the firft warrior in it. The feal has 
juft been put upon his immortality. 

Surprife 1s not the molt lively fenfation that has been pro- 
duced by the news that was announced yefterday by the found 
of cannon, and folemn proclamations. The impatience of 
the two nations may be faid to have ftolen this great fecret 
from their Cabinets; but the emotion excited in the public 
mind, has not been lefs grateful than fpeedy. The rejoicing 
was free and expreflive. Happinefs prevaded every counte- 
nance, penetrated all hearts, and beamed in every forehead. 

It 1s lefs difficult, without doubt, to ftop the Continental, 
than that of a Maritime War: the vaft conflagration of which 
1s communicated to the moft diftant parts of the globe. It 
is painful to reflect that the blefling which Europe enjoys, 
cannot yet be fhared by that portion of the two nations which 
1s {pread over the {urface of the feas, in the Antilles, in Egypt, 
and beyond the tropics. The blood that has been fpilled Ly - 
error 1s a lofs that nothing can compenfate : and we do not 
know any fhipwrecks more deplorable than thofe which are 
caufed in port, after having efcaped the violence of tempefis. 
It 1s without doubt, by the effect of this natural feeling, that 
in the days of mourning and tears, we have appeared to la- 
ment more than any others, the lofs of thofe victims which 
would fill be alive, had they been lucky enough to efcape 
danger only a few hours longer. 2 
The two Goverfiments, however, will leave no means un- 

tried to put a ftop to the partial difalters which ignorance and 
diftance muft neceffarily prolong among friends, who have 
not yet had time to know each other. “Fhis fate of things 

| infeparable from a Maritime and general war, offers befides a 
motive of fecurity to thofe who do not attach to the Prelimi- 
naries of Peace the idea and the hopes that in the prefent cir- 
cumftances it is juft and reafonable to form fuch a concep- 
tion. This, in fact, is not an enterprife of which the after- 
thought fhould remain in the mind of the Britith- Govern- 
ment, becaufe all its movements are complicated, its power is 
immenfe ; and becaufe the reins of the State which, pread in 
thew hands, are divided irito a thoufand diyergin g parts, which 
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