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FROM COBBETT's POLITICAL REGISTER,
SerTEMBER 18, 1802.

To the Hon. Cuarres James Fox,

" Sir, v

HAVE never "tll now thought you a perfon of any

political importance, I have from my infancy, heard
you talked of; I have feen you nominally at the head of a
party ; I have read the accounts of the celebration of your
"!"a"’“'d‘l% your bfrth-day, &c. I have alfo read your
{peeches Th the Parliament Houfe, in Covent Garden, at
the taverns, and your tefimony at the affizes at Maid-
ﬂ":"C; I have regarded you, of courfe, as the caufe of much
naife and firife, but, fome how or other, I have never, 'ull
now, been able to perfuade myfelf, thit it was Foﬂib!c for
you ever to have any confiderable weight in the councils
of this nation. Aow I do think it poffible ; now, that Bo.
naparte has decidedly and openlv fignitied his approbation
of you, I think it not only po!fib!c, but hkely, that you
may, after a life of defeats, be crowned with vittory,

But, before 1 {peak of the motives and probable confr-
qusnces of youn journey to Paris, I cannot refrain from
making fome remarks on what has been faid here re{petting
your vifit o Bonaparte,

The Jacobin, or republican, (for they are only different
degrees of the fame quality ) newfpapers of London, which,
for reafons too obvious to mention, are all deeply intercfled
10 preferving the apparent confiftency of your political cha-
racier, have found themfelves flrangely embarrafled by your
vifit to the ¢ capital of the world.,” Percetving that Bone.
parte was cndcavouriug to rellore the Chriftian religion 1n
France, that he had fomewhat flackened in his perfecution
of the royalifis, and that he had not only formed a rcioluti-
on, but taken effectual means, to crufh, for ever, the {prrit
of republicanifm in that country, the news-writers above.
mentioned began to attack him with almoft as much rancour
and falfchood as if he had really been lawful fovereign,—
You yourfelf, Sir, never poured out uvpon the family of
Stuart or of Brunfwick, a fouler collection of terms and
epithets, than thefe your enraged fiiends beflowed on the
¥irft Conful of France. They did not, indced, fo many
words, rmp(sfc to ““ cafizer” him; but, in every other re-
fpett, their paragraphs bore a perfett refemblance to your
fcdivous harrangies at the Shakefpeare Tavern,

The Conful, who had been a witnefs of the confequences
relulting from defpifing the prefs, refolvedto difarm betimes
an enemy, which, it {uffered to contnue its attacks, might
become more formidable than any he had overcome. He,
therefore, as far as related to himfelf and his Governmenmt,
put an end to the hberty of the Englith prefs,  To enter
into a detailed defeription of the means and the manner of
doing this would be ufelefs.  The thing was done ; and the
news-writers of this country are now, with relpect to the
Conful and Government of France, obhged moft finctly to
pratufe that virtue, which I hope you, though late in your
Iife, will learn during-your refidence in that all regenerating
country. I mean [ science de se taire or, in plain Enghth,
the art of kecping your tonsue within your tacth. That
thefe men mufl hate the Conlul is evident, They do hate
him moft cordially, and they wifh all mankind 10 make
common caufe with them, What. then, mufl be their
difappointment, their mortitfication, their thame, and their
rage, at lecing you, juit at tlus ume, amonglt the foremoft
of the crowd, who are cringing at the feet of Bonaparte !
At feeing you, ¢ the champion of freedom”—: the man
¢ of the people’”—¢ the patron and protettor of (he prefs,”’

ublicly recciving the commendations of Bwgaparte tor
td\'mg affp/t-d his endeavours, the endcavours of hun, to
whom they have imputed every quality and crime that can
defignate a tyrant!

During tgc firft impulfe of their refentment, honefl nature
feems to have feized the opportunty for making allail ef-
fort to overcome their inveterate and unnatural hatred of

had on-1t a red liberty cap between the letters N. B. the
imals of Neaporeone Buonararte, with the fol-
lnwmg device beneath: “ ¢y the man whofe glorous vac-

+has been . fupp

their country ; and for a day or two, I really was in hopes,
.that they were about to give yor up.  They rogretted that
Mr. Fox could not find better company than Talleyrand—
they were forry that Mr. Fox fhould have gone to Paris

Juit at this tume—:hey could not /Pcrccivc the necefity of

Mr. Fox’s waiting on fuch a p:rfom gs Bonaparte. But
tahing a few days to cool, to confider, and to calculate,
and having. perhups, reccived, 1n the mean time, explana-
tons from your more contidentiai friends here, or from
yourfelf. they began to change their tone; and, on the
third or fourth day, gave a quite different turn to the thing
itfelf, as well as to their fenuments relpecting 1. The vilit
was now become very proper. ¢ So kizk a character as
*“ Mr. Fox could not avoid 1t, living in the metropolis of
#¢ the Chief Conful, and indebted for favours in his literary
¢ relearches, without giving an affront, which 1t is not in
¢ the nature of Mr. Fox to give to any one;”’ and, on
this account, they excufed you for having, by your atten-

«dance at the Conflular levee, given Bonaparie confrquence

1n.the eyes of the world. Thai Bonapartie, to whom Prin-
ces make a pilgrimage for the purpofe of obtaining a know-
ledge of their fate, who 1s the fole and abfolute difpofer of

-titles and of domunions ; that fuch a man fhould derive

confequence n the world, becaufe he has been vifited by
Charles Fox, by the poor forlorn and fallen patriot, who
lanted by Sir Fraacis Burdett, and who ac-
tually blubbered, at the defertion of the Covent Garden
mob, who thought that to chair him afier his late eleition
was an office too vile even for them, the vileft of mankind,

to fubmit to; to fuppofe, that the tomage of fuch a man
could give confqueace to Bonaparte 1s, indeed, to be moft
brutally ftupid; but thus was'thc~ turn which thefe expert
pohucrans chofe to give 1o the atfair, and the good-natured
public are now left 10 believe, that your vifit to Paris has
Jwahc.r object than that of learching manuicripts, and that
it will be attended with no other confequence than that of
'ch,lti;’K Bona&am in the opinions of mankind.

That man, however, who does really believe this, muft
be bleffed with an uncommon porton of credulity, For
my own part. I am fully perfuaded, that far other motives

led (v this vifu, and thai conlequences widely diferent will

Embabi)’ refult therefrom. 1 am not apt w0 be lutpicious,

ut, when, 10 ule the language of the Freach official paper,
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ngParis ? Who will wonder that the pompous eulogium
beftowed on you by the Moniteur, at the gracious reccpti-

(bm given you by Bonaparie, at the compliments paid you
y

“flavery free,”” orat the long converiations which you
the fubjett of thofe converfations ?

of a fact extremely interefling, and to moll people, fomew hat

s

did not know this before.
fenfe enough underthe title of {pee
never did I know, *uill informed of it by the Firft Conful,
that you had maintained, 1.1 thofe {peeches, that the £ nglifh,
French, Germans, Italians, &3¢, (mind the e¢ cetera) made

this be fo, however, it is

“the firf man in England meets. tete-a-tele the Firft
| I canniot fo foon forget the late
at firfl, attributed to mere
ed, that the

parties did not meet merely to compliment each other,

“ Conful of France,”
meeting at Memel, which w
whim, iut the confequences of which have pfov
though that was given out as their only ObJ"f,L
It is impoflibie to flate. pofiiively and preci
the real objeét of your vilit to Bonaparte; but a tolerably
correct opinion, with refpeét to it, may perhaps, be formed
from a 'rcvicl? |
Prelimimary Treaty, |
When the difgraceful terms of that Treaty were firlk

heve, that
ih fpite of t _
country, and never would voluntarily fanttion the d_ccd by
which fhe was dithonored. Others were of a different
opinion. Though, on one hand, they could not but per-
ceive a fair opportunity for retrieving your charatter, an

of obtaining the forgivenefs, at leail, of genuine E"ghﬂ,"
men, they could, on the other, fee nothing to hope for in
the fricnc{ and advocate of Fiizgerald and O+¢Connor,—-
This opinion, which I, for one, entertained from the be-

ginning, you took a very early opportunity (o verify. In

Ottober laft, which was at once the anniverfary of your
triumph over loyalty in Weflminflcr, ar.xd. the day of the
arnival of that Treaty, by which the triumph of France
over England was acknowledged, and proclaimed to the
world ; in that fpeech, you, even at the time of its delivery,
appeared to me to be paving the way for the very fleps,
which you have now taken, You congratulated the fac-
tious dupes, who were fpending their time and money upon
you, on the return of peace, and repeatedly declared, that
the terms of it you confidered as of no confequence.—
“ The peace,” faid you, ¢ is glonious to France and to the
“ Firfl Conful, and [/ rejorce at 1t.  We have not gained

| ¢ the objett f the war; and I like the peace fo much the

“ better,” —¢ France has fet an exampl:, which wiil be
“ highly ufeful to all the nations of the carth, “and above
‘“all to Great-Britain.,””—¢ I fear, that, from the nature

h"‘ of the contefl, in which you have been _(‘"g"ng' you may

““have contratted principles of admiration for unlimited
* monarchy, but the peace, followsd up ly a good undcr-
“ ffanding between the two countrics, will do them away,
“ T hope we fhall return to the stemper winch we were in,
“ when we reckoned the time of the expultion of James I1.
““ a glortous @ra, when we, cafhier+d one King and elc{ted
“ancthr.’—It was fufpetted, that the ¢ remarkable co-
““ incidence of events,”” noticed by Mr. Erlkine, was not
quite accidental, and that the rauhcation of the Treaty was
retarded for no other purpole than that it might arnve n
London on the anmverfary of that day. which you and your
partizans have chofen for offering an annual infult to your
Sovereign, and to the fenfe and loyaity of the country.—
This fufpicion was ftrongly corroborated by the words of a
Su:rg. which was ¢ written fr th? occafrun,” and which,
that all might be of a piece, fued from the hips of a hired
finger. 1

“ Bleft be the man by Heav’n defign’d

“ To fet the worll from Slavery freg:

“ In every age, in every cluze,

““ His matchlels fame eternal be.”

“ Hald lovely peace, with olive crown'd,

“ O, come, and fpread thy blclings round !
What ¢ man’® was meant here, as the perfon defigned
by Heaven to deliver the world from flavery, one might
have doubted, had it not been for a little piece of printed
paper, which was landed yound to the convives, and which

“ tories have gained peace to the world.”
After reading this, who will wonder, that you are now

‘“ the man by heaven deligned to fet the world from
ave had with that man? And who will not cailly guefs at
Bonaparte, we are told by the Moniteur, informed you

ew. ¢ There are, Mr, Fox,” faid he ¢ but two natigns
i the worll, one of which occupy the Eaft, and the
other the Welt. The Englifh; the Frenth, the Ger-
mans, the Itzlians, &3¢, living under the same cival code,
having the fame manners, the fame cuftoms, and almofl
the fame religion, are all members of one family ; and
thofe men who wifh to re-kindle war among them, are
advocates for civil war, Thefe principles, Sir, you 4.1vpe
maintained in your speechss, viih an energy which does
equal honor to your head and youar heart,”—Really ! |
I have read fa'thood and non.-
ches of Mr, Fox; but

it one famuly, and all lived under th- sam’ civil code. If
tty evident that Bona}rartc s

the hcad of all thus famuly ; France is the home of it, and

ngland, like Ltaly, is no more than a branch, or colony,

fely what was

of your conduét fince the ﬁgr‘murcof the

made known, there were perfons fanguine enough to be- |
ou would not give it your approbation ; that,
long workings of fation, you flill loved your -

the {peech, . delivered at the Shakefpeare, on the 1oth of

ccufe me of “dealing in dark and cowardly, 4,

’ t0 gnvincc you that I do not, I will nowuu:][%]n Plainfy
4 that I am fincerely perfuaded, that the only objeq, of you
| journey to. Paris. and of your vifits to Bonapane’ _—

" make your:elf- minifler of this country by his means, Yo
" have long defpaired, and not withoui good reafon, of 5
| efficient fuppore here. The refpeftable part of your .
' have dropped away from 7o by degrees; and other deg,
| gogues of more nerve an attivity than yourfelf haye fop.
. planted you in the hearts of the rabble : So tha, as 10 .
‘ tereft, of any kind, i this country, you have nope word)
| fpeaking of ; rot fo much, at any rate, as could polkbly
' procure you even a {ubaltern fituation amongfl (he fervany
" of the King. Thus c‘xrcuqxﬂanccd, you had, [ believe
. previous to the peace, fallen into a flate of indiffereqc, e d;
. refpett to politics. That'cvcnt feems to have royfpq Your
" dormant ambition. During the long feafon of the P"‘)[Pe-
rity, the honor, the glory of Epgland, you were Pﬂfciu'y
infenfible ; biit her fhame, her difgrace, the Profpect of hey
{peedy ruin and dcﬂru-tiion, awa!&cncd you from youg 1o;.
por, exited your cxultatloq. and animated your hopes. You
knew the Treaty to be difgraceful and pregnan; with ol
chief; you did, I dare fay. perceive the Opportumty which
offered for retrieving your charaéter and confequence by 0
honourable and honeft difplay of thofe antigallican o,
ments, which you formerly affetted to entertain ; by this
road to the fummut of your wifhes was too long, prefented
too many obilacles, rcguircd more patience, more fOr[}IUdg,
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more courage, and infiniteiy more real patniotifm thay, you
ever had at your command. The frieadthip of Bonaparse
might well be regarded as more clﬁcac_ious than all thefe y;.
tues put together. You mght readily, and, indeed, not
unreagfonably, hope, that the man, who had been abje 0
impofe {fuch a peace upon the country, would alfo be abjs
to impofe a miniiler upon the King; and, as 1o the chycs
of that miniiter, you might be vc‘rj certain, that he who hyd

emanded and obtained the releafe of Napper Tandy, could
have no cbjection either to the principles or the pevion of

the friend of O¢Connor.

There will be little need of force to effeét this object.—
The recommendations of {uperiors are tantamount to con.
mands ; and 1t would be petfectly natural for Bonapar:c o
recommend, as prime minifler of England. the only man 1
1it, who underflands, and who has {tipported the principles,

‘“ mans, the Italians, et ret-ra, are all but one nation ;"
the man who has repeatedly declared; that England is enfla.
ved, and who has publicly given his fanétion to the fent.
ment, that Bonaparte is defigned by heaven to free 14
world from flavery. That the Chief Conful and the ho.
nefl Talleyrand would interfere in the internal affairs of this
country nobody can believe, who has heard the {peeches of
Lords Hawkelbury and Caftlereagh, or who has atiended
tc that moit excellent illuftration of them—the current tran
attions 1n Cermany . but, Bonaparie may v:uhoutincurzing
the charge of mterference, make a tender of his aduvice,
efpeciaily as the French and Englith are now ¢ one nation ;"

which may be governed by a Vice Prefilent. 1 do not fay,
that you view the mauter in thisshight ; but, the Firft Con.
{ul, *¢ the man by heaven defigned to fet the world from
ﬂavqry free,” certamly does view 1t in thus light, or elfe
his words amount to nothing more than mere gibberifh.—
The Moniteur does not inform us whether the Chief Con.
ful difcourfed with you about the Englith revolution, thag
‘ glonous ume when We cafhiered ope King and eloéied
“anoth r in his écd.“ This topic, fo delicious to all
thofe, who, like the Conful and you, are fuch ardent and
fincere friends of hberty, was, probably, referved for a ¢-¢..

a-tete. 1 do not know, that I have 10 accufe myfelf of be.-

ing over curious; but I fhould really like to have heard what
palled between yqu on this bead,

channel of the Moniteur, at leafl) that Mr. Fox s the only
Englith flatefinan who poflefles his efteem, and who has in-
fluence enough with him to preferve to this country * the
bl fings of peace.”” Thisis the fpell by which we are bound.
(?vi;.' let_the people (in their preient (.jt‘g.l'ddC(.i temper ) be
thoroughly convinced, that your exalwation is abfolutely
necellury to the pre-s-ryation of prace. and the Hawkefburies
will be fummoned to furrender their places, upon precifely
the fame principle as that on which they furrendered Malt

and the (.‘apc.

Exattly how you will procedd, I cannot, of courle, pre-
tend to fav. Nor will [ lengthen out a letter, which 1s
already 100 long, with an amicipation of the joy, which the
republican prints in London will {foon begin to exprels at

motives for viliting Paris, to wit, the examination of the

manufcripts of the Scotch College, you wiil certainly not
be fo unrealonable as to require 1t at_any hands, I cannoy,
however, conclude, without aﬂdng. on this fubject, a few
quettions which will not, I hope, be deemed imperiinent,
and to which I think the public have a right to expect an
an{wer, \vVhat} need had you to /‘,, the man'xfcriptﬂ. which

it is pretended you went to examine ? If you hoped to find

" in them fomething wherewith to add to your cowardly libels

againlt the Houfe of Stuart (libels for which you ought 1o
have been called to account long enough ago) co.ld you

cially as, from the well known flate of your eye-fight, it
is abfolutely impoflible for you to read a fingle line of the
minufcripis ? But, {fuppofle, for a moment, that you wese
really obliged to go to Paris on this affair, was Arthur
O'C.onnor obliged to meet you at Calais, and to pals the
evening with you teteza-tete ? Was he, foon afier your ar-
nval at Paris, obliged to follow you thether, 1n the company
and in the carriage of Lord Oxford ; and was Mr. Erlkine
obliged 10 break off from the enchantments of a jubilecs 10
order to meet you, in the capital of the world? Did 4l
thefe, together with Mr. Adair, and many- other perions
of the fame de{cnipuion ; did they want to read the minu-
{cripts too ? Again: to what are we to attribute the mili-
tary honours, paid you at Calais, at St, Omers, at Lille,
&:.&:.? Sl lers, and particularly the foldiers of Bona-
parte, do not move without orders : the garrifons of thefe
towns knew nothing of Charles Fox: they had, I dare fay,
never heard your name: muft not your reception, then, be
afcribcd to directions which they had received from thest
{uperiors ? And does not this prove that Bonaparte was not
only apprized of your imcndﬁfviﬁt, but minutely informed

| had been a fecret for;igm years, thould have be:ndiwl‘d;

of all circumfances of the time and manuer of it? [
have aiready {poken of the perfonal notice. which Bona-
parte has taken of you; but, how came Bonaparte’s wife
to break through the rules of her court, in favour of M.
Fox, who is the only Englith woman (not before prefenied
to the Queen) whom Mrs. Bonapanc\bas condefcended 0
receive ¢ Why this marked exception? And here let me
atk too, by way of conclufion, how your marrage. which

@

according to which ¢ the Engliifh, the French, the Ger.

He may, at any rate, juft venture to hint (through the

the good undcrﬂandmg exilling between vou and the Chief .

Conful ; and as to a ferious expofure of your pr:tfnied‘

not have deputed fome one to make the examination, elpe- .
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