not by haftily giving way to every
crude suggeftion, not by adopting e-
very plaufible but ill-digelted propo-
sal not by yielding to every tancied
difficulty, or by gratifying the pri-
vate interefts of individuals at the
expense of the general good, but by
pursuing, invariably, and without
deviation, the sound, permanent, and
well-confidered principles of an en-
larged policy, which f(hould embrace
the good of the whole, as well as” of
each seperate part. Upon such prin-
ciples of an extenfive policy, are
formed the navigation laws of this
empire, and none were ever better
calculated to promote the real happi-
ness of those for whom they were de-
figned. Inftead of representing those
Jaws as being in oppofition to the
true policy of this country, it would
be more conformable to truth and to
juftice to affert, that upon inveliiga-
tion they would be found to conduce
to'the same objeéts, and, for that rea-
son, a decifion Gt +his court tounded
immediately upon what are said to b
yules of ftrift Jaw, will receive a far-
ther corroboration if it fhouid appear
likewise to be consonant to genuine
principles ot policy, and contribatary
to the real advantages of the province.
1 have no hefitation in profefling
that I am a friend to the syftem of na.
vigation laws. Their declared objeét
is of the firft importance to the Bri-

tith Empire, and the experience of a.

century and an half has demonflrated
that they are adequate to the purpo-
ses for which they were defigned.
From its insular form, from the fitu.
ation of its numerous territories scat-
tered over the face of the ocean, in
the tour quarters of the globe, a ma-
ritime superiority is not only neceffa-
ry to its prosperity, but effential to its
exiflence ; a commanding navy can
be created only from a moft extenfive
eftablifhment of mercantile fhipping,
and this can be beft secured by con-
fining, as far as poflible, all commerce
with the Britith Dominions to Bri-
tith vellels. Nothing can be clearer
than these principles, yet {irange to
say, in a periodwhen the beneficial
effefts of this syftem have been moft
senfibly felt, when Great Britain se-
cure in her naval power arifing from
that syftem, has defied the whole U.
Continent of Europe moft unnatural-
ly combined againlt her, ata time
when I thiok it would not be going
too far to affert, that the salvation of
the world has depended upon the na-
vigation laws of Great Brutain, many
persons are to be found, and ia the
very heart of the Empire, who can
condemn that syflem as confined,
narrow-minded, 1lJiberal and oppres-
five, and who can employ every en-
gine open and diretl, as well as se-
cret and clandelline, tosubvert, or ta
undermine it, in whole, or in part.
If we are insenfible of its value our-
selves we might derive the useful
Jefon from our .cnemies, whose ne-
ver ceafing and virvlent abuse of our
navigation laws is a demonfiraiion
that they discern their importance to
our national prosperity, that ¢Zcy feel
moft senfibly that they are a principal
impediment to the success ol their de-
figns againfl us.

" “Some theorifts indeed have objeét-
ed, to these laws as being in some
measure unfavourable to commerce,
Yt is not denied however that com-
merce has flourifhed under them, to a
degree unknown before those laws
were pafled, and to a degree never es-
perienced in countries where nosuch
Jaws exift : that they secure to us all
the profits of freight, the employment
of an infinite number of Briti(h sub-
je&s, and the very extenfive trade of
thip building, with all the numerous
claffes of arts conneéted with it ; that
they render us independent of the as-
fiftence of foreign fhipping, and give
us the unlimited command of all the
markets in the world, and that it is
proved by fatts that in proportion as
foreign velfels have been employed
our own (hipping hassunk and dwind-
Jed. 1 am far from being convinced
that they are at all injurious to com-
merce but if they were more detri-
mental than I think they have been
proved to be, for such an objeét no

trade itself,

‘for the navigation sy ftem, this coun-

_tions we may suffer from those Jaws,

sacrifice can be too great. The com-
mercial loss is atriflle in comparison
to the counter balancing advantages.
Nothing more is done in this case than
what is willingly submitted to in ma-
ny others. . Ior their protettion, the

subjeéls of a country readily beflow |

a part.of their income intaxes for the
support of armies and navies. The
surrender of socme advantages in trade

under the navigation laws_is merely |

contributing a small part of commer-
cial profits to the maintenance of  a
naval delence which cannot otherwise
be 6btained. g %5

It may be a good general rule that
trade fhould be left pe:feflly free, but

there are numberless exceptions to it, |

the benefit of
It is a rule which might ,
be proper to adhere to.if trade was
the only objet of importance to the
councils of a nation, and to which e-
very other ought to give way. Dut
there are other objeéts which equally
effe€t the wellare of 1he flate, and
which.onoht ta bave their weight in

..... 3

even with a view to

public deliberations. . Amongft these,
such as immediately concern the safe-
ty and the defence of the nation are
of the very firft consequence, and all
minor confiderations muft yield to
them. Trade itself will be fleeting,
and the wealth derived from it inse-
cure, without due means are vsed for
their proteftion. To give up seco-
rity for mercantile profit is, to risque
the deflru@ion of boib.

As this syflem is of such impor-
tance to the whole Empire ke colo-
aies in particular receive more bene-
fit from 1t than any other parts. Be-
fides that it is for their particular ad.
vantage not to depend uvpon foreign
fhipping, or the caprices of foreign
merchants, and that in the northern
colonies fhip building isa flaple ar.
ticle, a maritime deltence is more ne-
ceflary to them than 1it'is to.the mo-
ther country. If the oaken ramparis
of the Britith 1{lands (hould even de-
cay, a numerous population full of
resources, might refit with success
an invading army. But the colonies,
weak and defenceless in themselves
muft immediately fall to the firft ene-
my who can command the seas. But

try might at this moment have pre-
sented the melancholy speétacle too
often exhibited upon the continent of
Europe, plundered and ruined, and
the flower of its inhabitants drawn a-
way by conscriptions to fhed their
blood as engines in the hand of a ty-
rant for enilaving their fellow crea-
tures. Notwithftanding any plaufible
arguments which may be brought a-
gainft them, by prejudiced, artful
self-interefled, or well meaning but
inconfiderate persons, from any ge-
peral maxims relating to the rights
and the uoreftrained treedom of com-
merce, the indefeasable claims, and'!
the pwﬂt of the colonies, and I know
not what other popular topics ; what-
ever inconviencies, whatever priva-

let-us ever hold them fafl, and che-
rith them, as the support of oor bell
interefls and as the palladiom of cve-
ry thing that is dear and valuable to
us.

Cases of neceflity indeed may arise
which may fully juftify a temporary
deviation from them, but 1t we are
truly senfible of their importance we
fhould take care that such cases are
real and not imaginary. For by giv-
ing way without sufficient cause, up-
on every occafion,and to every local
and temporary emeigency, the whole
may be insenfibly irittered away.
If the hand of heaven, 1n the ordina-

ry course of its providence, afflits |

us with natural calamity, let us kiss
the rod and let us endeavor to allevi-
ate our diftreffes by the readieft means
in our power. But all the alleged
preflures of the present times arise
rmmediately {rom another cause, from
the hoftile machinations of the ene-
my. Itishis peculiar objeét to ruin
our commerce and fhipping, to de-
prive us of all the benefit which the
operation of the navigation laws for
so many years has procured us, and

to compel us to weaken, to depart
from, and even to abandon that syflem

" paramount neceflity,

which he has found to be the only
bulwark'which he could not subvert.
To give way to the difficuliies im-
posed upon us with that view, and by
yielding to them to surrender those
ancient principles of policy, is to gra-
tify the wifhes of the enemy, to pro-
mote his views, and . to confederate
with him in the plots laid for our
own defltruflion, Livery deviation
from this syilem, whether voluntary,
or trom irrefifltable neceflity, every
licence to admit foreign veficls into
Briath ports, is a nail driven -into
the coflin of the Britith empire.

Whenever the neceflity is clear,
great and otherwise insuperable, such
deviations cannot be condemned how-
ever they may belamented provided
they do not extend beyond what the
neceffity really 'demands.  His Ma-
jefty’s Miniflers no doubt had sufhi-
cient reason for the measures which
they have adopted-in various laws
and Ordersin Council underthe flag-
natien which the commerce of Great-
Britain experienced, but I muft own
that I bave neverseen sufficient proof,
or have been privy to any circum-
flances which have satisfied me, of
the exiftence of any neceffity in (his
Province, for iffuing licences to au-
thorize importations heyond what
those laws, and His Majefty’s Orders
in Council, have permiued.

Those laws and orders are the re-
solt of much. deliberation, and of
more extenfive information than ¢an
be here procured, and they are form-
ed upon wide and extenfive views
of the subjefis in all its various rela-
tions, - To meet the real exigencies
of this country, the lberty of im-
porting wheat, flour and grain, arti-
cles ot indispenfible neceflity, unre-
firained to any particotar descrzption
of veffels, and not canfined as to own.
eithip, firfl wuhont licence during
peace with the Uoited States and al-
terthe declaration of war limited by
the neceffity of special licences, and
confined within certain pericds ol
tirre, might not be inexpedient, fince
this country does not at present af-
tord a sufficient supply ot those ar-
ticles for 1ts own consumption, and
Britifh fhips are’ excluded from the
ports of the United States. But as
so the articles allowed, these ' licences
where not neceflary under the firft
Order in Council, and they wesre
neither supported by or -conformable
to the latter Order.  With respeflto
the clause ' which exteads ‘beyond

the articles enumerated, to provifions

in general the case is far different.
They have never been allowed by any
law, 01 Qrder inCouncil, and thetr ad-
mittance could only be juliified by a
Yet with cat-
tle of every desomnatioa this pro-
vince is atnply furnifhed. The ftock
is daily increasing even beyond the
demand which bas been greatly en-
larged by a multiplying population,
and covfiderable addnionto the mi-
litary and naval eftablifliments. It 1s
well known that the markets were
never better supplied than for the laft
12. months, ‘and so far from flanding
in need of any importation of those
articles, during the laft year very con-
fiderable exportations have been
made. Under these circumftances,
licences for the importation of provi-
fions inftead of being neceflary can.
not but be injurious to the agricultu-
ral interefls ot the country. It ap-
peared to me therefore that at the
ttme of ifluing these licences, one
part of them was nugatory, and the
other part an infringement upon the
faws of navigation not founded upon
sufficient reasons.

These are the principles by which
1 have been.attvated in forming an
opinion upon thissubjett independent
of the rules of law, and 1 have been
compelled to flate them, lrom the
line of argument which was adopted
at the Bar, and because I thought
it neceflary to correét some miscon-
ceptions which seemed to bave been
entertained, and to efface some unfa-
vorable, but erroneous, umpreffions
which might have been formed. I
truft too that these conliderations
will not be altogether without their
use in this application, to the decifion

I am about to rdake, and will flew
that to support the navigation sy flem,
and in 80 doing to pronounce againft
the validity of this licence, is ot
only tgadhere to the fl118 maxims of
law, but to promote the bell interefis.
of the Proviice, properly underfiood,

I condemn this fhip and cargo a1 a
Droit of Admiralty to his Majefty,
having been taken by a nou-comnus-
froned veffel.

From the London Star.

In order to enable the country to
appréciate the heroism with vwhich
our officers and seamen have deten.
ded themselves in the recent aflions
with our Trans-Atlantic decendams
we insert-the following Table of ll;':-
comparativedinenf{ions of Britifh and
American fhips, as well as a few ob-
servations on these engagements
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By this rable.it will be seen, that
these American {rigates are longer e-
ven ihan Enghifly firft rates, that they
are: longer and of nearly equal ton-
nage with cur modern large seventy-
fours, and of greater tonnage than our
old seventy-fours; that they are lon-
ger, broader, and of greater tovpage
than any of our fixty-lours, and that
they exceed in tennage our filtiez, in
the proporticn of nearly thiee totwo;
and our 38 gun frigates in the propor-
tion of seven tofour. Isnotthetern
frigate mofl viclently perverted, when
applied to such veflels? As weld
might we eall the Ville de Paiis a 50,
or the Caledonia 64; or as well might
we call the one a jolly boat and the
other a yawl.—These frigates carry
long 24-poundess on the main deck,
when even the lasgefl firll rates in our
service carry on their main deek only
long eighteens. Their gnarter deck
and forecaflle guns are 44lb. carra-
nades ; and no veflel of any descrip-
tion in our navy carry on either ol
these decks a heavier gun than a ga-

¥This 1s the largeft frigate we have on the 4-
merican_flation.

tAdmiral Sawyer.

*This is an extraordinory lerge 74 built 55
Sir W. Rule, 1798.
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Archibald R. Henderfon

S extremely forry to be under
the neceffity of requefling thofe perfons
indebted to the Eftate of GEorce M‘CaLL
or Firm of "M'CarLL & HENDERSON, 10
calt and fetite them without delay, otherwile

_be will be compelled, though very reluftantly,

to put them into the hands of an Attotoey ta
colle& without difcrimination.
St. Jobn, N. B. fune 25, i812.

WILLIAM MARK, .
Spinning-W heel & Chair-Maker,

ETURNS bhis unfeigned Thanks foz

the liberal emcouragement given hias
dusing his refidence in Saint John—He now
ioform the Public that he has removed o
the Parith of Hampton, in King's County,
where he carries on his. Trade as ufual, 1n
all its various branches.

Orders from Fown or Country, forward-
ed to Mr. NATHANIEL GoLDINGY, a2
French Village,  will be firilly auended ta.

Windfor and other Chairs, &c. of bis
make, may be had at all times from Mr.
Joun GranT, Painter; and all ‘orders
the Turning line forwarded bim by Mr. j.
BirNiIE, St. John. ;

Hampton, King’s County, May 1, 11813.

B RSN
Of various kinds may bc had at this Offics,
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