P P T TV TSP NI wRe

&Yhe opalist,

b

. 2

slavery without aTording those men any compensation r'(_)r
their loss would have been to 7ob them of the property in
which they bad legally invested their capital. Great Britain
could not permit a blot of this nature to stain her escutcheon,
and magnanimously granted £20,000,000 sterling to meet the
c.\igenc}——equul to £30 for every slave on the Islands! In
the case before us no doubt much injury will be doue to cer-
tain parties, but not to all who own block.s of timber-lands.
Many extensive blocks of land in this Provinee were gl'{ll:lte(‘
a long time ago, and they not ouly retard E)ie settlement of the
country, sottlers or Government having to open }"oads through
them, but by these improvements—efTected swithout any ex-
pence to the proprietors—they have encreased tenfold in va-
iue.  Now we deny that these persons have any right to com-
plain. They are not compelled to denude their forests of the
timber they have been hoarding for so many years. Nay, we
will go farther, we expect it will ere long become a question
whether they shall not be compelled to throw open those vast
hiocks to actual settlers, or else pay their full proportion of
district taxes for the purpose of bye-roads, education, &c.—
But there are cases in which the law will bear hard, such for
instance as on those who have purchased and paid for a single
lat, whereen they havescttled and earn their living chiefly by
agrvicultural pursuits. It will be hard for those, when they
cut down the spruce logs and haul them to the river's bank—
as a means of procuring some of the necessities of life which
their farms will not produce—to be ohliged to submit to the
deduction of the export duty. The Jaw will also be severely
felt by land companies who quite recently purchased exten-
sive blocks from Government expressly for the timber grow-
ing upon them. But to have made exemptions in their fa-
vour, distinet from the proprietors of blocks which really
onght te be taxed, would have created an interminable de-
mand for surveyors—in fact would have made the Bill worse
than its predecessor. The question then comes up whether
or not the Bill should pass with its acknowledged imperfec-
zions ?  We are decidedly of opinion that it should—that the
advantages to be derived from it far cut-weigh every other
consideration ; but while we thus express ourselves, never
shall our pen advocate au act of oppression or injustice : let
those whom we have already classed as being sufferers by
the Bill carefully preserve every necessary document and
proof connected with their luinbering operations, in order
that they may be able to prove to the satisfaction of the Le-
gislature the quantity they have shipped, and the injustice
done them, and we hope sufiicient hononr will still be found
within the walls of the Provincial Building to allow them a
drawback.

No. 2. THE REVENUE BILL.

Paring the passage of this Bill it was observed by an ho-
nourable member thatit was “ impossible to please all parties,”
which is a trueism we will not dispute ; but if our Legislators
were governed a little inore by their own deliberate judgment
—unbiassed by self‘inferest—and cared a little less about
“ pleasing the people,” we think they would concoct better Re-
venue Bills than is their wont.

Two entirely new features appeared in the discussions up-
on the © Waysand Means” of raising a revenne, and upon the
Revenue Bill itselfyviz : the despateh from the Colonial Sec-
retary prohibiting differential duties,and the influence of the
Provincial Association. The first was premptory, and, we
must confess, added o the difficulties attending the patriotic
member’s efforts to * please every body.” Tle latter involves
the doctrines of domestic economy, and any essay on the sub-
Ject would swell our “review” 1o too great a length ; we shall
therefare reserve its consideration for separste articles which
will shortly appear in our pages. The discussion on the ad-
vantages or disadvantages of protective duties, however, called
forth conflicting expressions of opinion, Messrs. Brown, Hill,
Boyd and others contending for the priueiples of free-trade,
while another party, led by Messrs. Wilniot and End (who,
strange as it may appear, pulled together in this instance,) con-
tended for high protective duties—that the colonists ought not
unport any article they could manufacture—ihat protective
duties must tend to lower the price of articles—that refusing
to receive the produce of other countries in exchange for the
natural produce of our own would not lessen our commerce
—thatin order to become at once prosperous and wealthy no-
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thing more is waniing than 1o “keep all the money in the coun-
tryg,” and a thousand orher things equally absurd, Fortunate-
ly there was a thivd party not quite cut of their senses, who,
althongh not strong enongh to prevent much mischief from
being done, did prevent the “ exclusives” from running into
the ruinous extreme they expressed themselves ready to
adopt,

“Extremes do sometimes meet,” and the cause which led
fir. Wilmot, a professed Radieal, and Mr. End, a professed
Lovy, into the old exploded ultra-tory principle of levying
high protective duties was very simple. Both are ever will-
ing to sacrifice every thing in the shape of principle to a vile
contemptible truckling to public opinion—hence their unani-
mity on this subject. T'wo Societies have lately sprung up in
this Province, which at present are the lions of the day, viz:
the Temperance Association,and the Provincial Association.
To further their ends is at once to becomne popular, and we
find the rival patr 1aking an active part in the affairs of both
these Societizs.  What their hobby wiii be next year God only

knows; but, did they imagine they could increase their popu-
larity by so doing, we should find one ready harnessed like a
Knight Templar to wage war in behalfof « Mother Chiurch,?
and the other ready to become a Sulemite and revive the per-
secution against witches! So devoted are these gentlemen
to the welfare of the “people,” that it might have been diffi-
cult to detect the ¢ wolf in sheep’s clothing,” had not the evil
spirits which presided at theiv birth given to each an over-
sufficient quantity of bile, and to this circumstance are the
public indebted for the occasional expression of their real sen-
timents ; otherwise they might have been duped by their
seeming putriotism and disinterestedness.

The mania being, as we before observed, in favour of high
protective duties, our Solons have imposed the following du-
ties, which must fall mostly—some of them entirely—on Bri-
tish goods, viz:—Candles 1d. per Ib,; Coats 7s. 6d. each;
Pantaloons 2s. each ; Silk, Satin and Velvet Vests 5s. each ;
Malt Liquors 3d. per gallon ; Agricultural Implements (except
seythes, sickles and reap hooks,) 10 per cent ad valorem du-
ty ; Boots, Shoes, &c. 10 per cent; Hats 74 per cent; Iron
Castings 10 per cent; Lookmg Glasses, and Looking Glass
Plates silvered 15 percent; Looking Glass Plates unsilvered
5 per cent ; and all other goods, not included in the list of ex-
emptions, among which are all kinds of woolen, linen and cotlon
manufactures, and all kinds of hardware, cutlery, harberdashery,
hosizty, &c. are taxed four per cent, in addition to one per cent
umposed by the provisions of the Loan Bill!!! With this list
of duties on British Goods need we wonder that but few ves-
sels have arrived at St. John this spring, notwithstanding that

the market was never better supplied with timber and deals |

of a superior quality 2 Can it be possible that the reckless
individuals who, for the sake of a fluctuating evanescent po-
pularity pandered to the clamours of the ignorant, could have
been so inlatuated as to imagine British ship-owtiers would

charter their vessels for the river St. John and pay Cash for |

timber, when with equal facilities they can obtain that com-
modity fromn other ports, in exchange for goods, which af-
fords them both freight and profits? If they were thus led
away by the popular voice a terrible lesson is before them :
By a veference to Willmer’s News Letter of the 4th instant,
we find that the total number of vessels which had sailed from
European Ports during the fortnight previous for Quebec
were 88, for other Canadian ports 29; in port loading for
Quebec and other places in Canada 2I; lotal, one hundred
and thirty-erght. Vesselssailed for St. John, N. B.,27, for oth-
er ports in this Province 10 ; in port loading for New Bruns-
wick 2; total, thirty-nine ; being a majorily of ninely-ning in_fu-
vour of Canada!

In their eagerness to protest domestic manufactures, our
“wise men” suffered some laughable incongruities to creep
into the Bill. Thus we find that while raw hides are admit-
ted duty-fiee, manufactured leather is taxed at the following
rates, viz:—Harness, per Ib, 21 ; Sole, per Ib, 13d ; Upper, per
Ib, 3d 1 Calf and Morocco Skins, tanned or dressed, per dozen,
10s; Sheep Skins, tanned or dressed, per dozen, 4s, This
is to protect the Tanners; while a duty of 10 per cent is le-
vied on hoots and shoes to protect the Shoemakers. Now
when leather isrisen in price the ainountof the duties impos-
ed—which it undoubtedly will—we should like to know how
much Shoemakers will be protected ?  Among the sheep and
morocco skins are also inclnded linings, &e., which are not
maoufactured in this Provinee, and for which our Cordwain-
ers are now obliged to pay irport duties; this is protection
with a vengeance !

In the article of flour it will be in the recollection of our
readers that two or three years since the House of Assembly
addressed Her Majesty's Governmment praying them to lower
the Imperial duty, which then stood at 5s., to 2s. 6d. per bar-
rel. This was complied with, when at their very next sit-
tings our Legislature imposed a Colonial duty of 2s. 6d. per
barrel, almost the amount they had prayed Her Majesty’s Go-
vernment to deduct!  But their excuse was this:— That they
had just discovered the necessity of protecting domestic ma-
nufacture, and while they raised the duties on a barrel of
flour to 5=, they admitted wheat duty-free.  Our water privi-
leges were then put in requisition, steam mills were erected,
capital invested, labourers and mechanics employed, and no
doubt much good effected, which must always be the case in
any country wheve capital is profitably invested, affording
employment to the inhabitants, and fair remuneration to the
enterprising proprietors. But what is the result in this in-
wheat, with the exception of such as is manufactured into
flour for exportation! What capitalist, after he has witnessed
this vacillating conduct—this annual change—wiil place suf-
ficient confidence in the ncts of our Legisluture as to be in-
duced to make an investment? It would only be to expose
limself to ruin.

It was amusing—although provoking—to hear the reasons
alleged in the House of’ Assembly for imposing high protec-
tive duties. Gue man had consmenced the manufucture of
rakes, and could probably supply the farmers of one parish
with that article, the whole Provinee must therefore be taxed
for the protection of one rake mranafacturer! Another man
has made half a dozen ploughs, and for this reason every far-
nier who purchases an imported plough muse pay 10 per cent !
There are two looking glasg manufactories in the Province,

\therefore our belles cannot bave the pleasure of viewing their

own fair proportions without paying an extra price of 15 per
cent for their mirrors! There are some 20 or 30 hatters in
the Province, hence a duty of 74 per cent on hats.  Aud be-
cause there is a man in Fredericton who has put two or three
Piano Fortes together, after importing the parts, the *“'Fall
One” managed to procure a duaty of 10 per cent to be levied
on Piano Fortes!!! But unfortunately never was a worse
season for mechanics known inSt. John than the preseut,
However good high proteciive dutics may be in theory, they
do not seem to work well in practice. The mechanics of St.
John—the inaterial of the Provincial Association—do not
seem inclined to stop and be partakers of that blessed state
of' things the Association was to have brought about. The
Association petitioned the House ; the Houge legislated in
accordance with the prayer of their petition ; but mstead ot
reaping the reward of their works, the petitioners—who haye
braved every hardship for years past—are now compelled to
teave the Provinee! We are informed that upwards of four
thousand inhabitants have left St. John during the present spring,
and still they go—every steamhoat that leaves the harbour
for the United States is crowded with mechanics and labou~
ers, leaving their homes to seek employment in another na-
tion! This needs no comment.

The House were occupied in “ Ways and Means.” aud in
concocting the Revenue Bill, the greater part of thirteen
days. But suppose we take two-thirds of this time, when we
consider that the expenses of the Legislature during the late
session amounted on an average to upwards of £134 per dien,
| (this we are prepared to prove,and shall do so hefore we con=
¢lude the “Review,”) it will be seen that the precious mor-
ceau hus cost the Province one thousand one hundred and stxty
one pounds! Aud after all a second Bill had to be passed to
render the first intelligible ! Truly the Province has ¢ paid
dearly for its whistle ?

(To ve continued. )

TO THE EDITOR OF THE LOYALIST.

2ir,—We have such strange reports here about the work-
ing of the Responsible Government system, that it aliost
turns our brainsap side down, and may I ask the favour of
youto inform me whether there be any truth in a report which
is current hereg that in consequence of the manifold aets ot
base corruption which are said to have heen enacted within
the walls of oar Legislative Halls, of which the late Contingent
Bill served for a “ cap-sheaf,” a certain defiinct Editor is like-
ly soon 10 be followed by his advocates in that inimaculate
body ; and that Her Majesty is about being petitioned for her
| signal mark of” Royal disapprobation by dissolving the House.
In which e¢ase 'm told the advocates of Responsille Gov-
ernment at present occupying seats in the House of Assemti-
ly, in order to insure their re=election, intend most respectiui-
ly to notily auch of their constituents as may be ambitions of
an equitable share of the “loaves and fishes,” that tenders
will be received for any of the offices which may have formerly

been considefed under patronage of the Bxecutive. In con-
| nection with the foregoing, we have just heard that a smart
| canvas has already begtin in the County of Carleton, by the
‘| present Responsible Members, (Ti accordance with the well wn -
| derstood wishes of [the people,) for the offices which are held
| by certain distinguished personages. And we further hear
| that the only pledge required from the Candidates is a strict
5&1,“181'81](.‘0 to the upright and honest principles which govern-
| ed them on a recent occasion, i superseding a certain popukbir
! From yours, &c.

{and deserving individual,

[ Dumfries, May 10.

Anx onp Lovanist,

MonTrEAL, May 4.—More TroUBLES ON THE CaNirs.—
We learn from Beauharnois that the whole of the men ein-
ployed on the canal struck for wages on the first instamt. [f
appears that at the time of the strike the men were working
at 2s. 6d. a day-—the hours from half-past 5 o’clock to seven.

Their demand was for Zs. 9d. a day, which the contracters,
on deliberation agreetl to give them, and it was then snpposed
that all would go on well. Instead of this being the case,
they immediately afterwards demanded 3s. which the cou-
tracters refused to give, and the consequence is that the wovlks
have been suspended till the 1st of June.—T"ranscript.

ForTirrcAtiong AT SprinewWELLS.— The United States G

{ vernment have comrmenced new fortications on the hich
stance 2 Why, a duty of 5 per cent is again levied upon ! grounds of Springwells, on the Detroit river, opposite

Sand_
wich. The Detroit Advertisersavs, “the ¢ontracts are noyvs
given out and to be completed in six months.”

A propeller steamboat upon an 3mproved plan,is shortly
expected from England, having been purchased by Mr. Mt
tleberger of this city. She is intended for canal navigation ;
and If she arrives in safety, will be the smallest steamer that
evet crossed the Adantic—Montreal Times.

EmteraTioN To NEw-BrRUNSWICK.—-In pursuanee of puls-
lic notice, Major Evanson, J. P. Sussex Vale, King’s County,
New-Brunswick, delivered an interesting Lecture on the aih
Jject of emigration to that Colony, on the evening of Wedues
day last, (April 8th,) in the Corporation Hall, during which
he detailed much useful and practical information that wiil
be found of great service to intemding emigrants.—Lon'iia-
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