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SAlNT PETERS CHURCHINROME
ISACITY WITHIN A CITY;
- ISTHREE HUNDRED YEARS OLD

\

{By Pierre Van Paassen in New York
World.)

Rome.—St. Peter’s Church, that
most stupendous and incomparable
basilicam which holds the ashes of
the Galilean fisherman, who, accord-
ing to tradition, became the first
Bishop of Rome, has celebrated the
three hungredth anniversary of its
consecration.

The years have not dimmed its
glory, for with the mellowing of age

“its beauty becomes constantly great-

er, while the lavish care bestowed up-

-on it has kept the interior as sfresh

.as if the marbles and frescoes had
heen put on but a few months: ago.

St. Peter's is really a city within
a cily with its own climate, tempera-
ture and light. 5

No wonder that thousands upon,
thousands. fell upon their faces when
‘beholding this temple for the fh-st
time, for it is difficult to conceive 1t
as the work of man. Mendelsso..n
thought of it as a tremendous forast
of granits and marble. It seems more
like an abyss into the sky.

Services are held with an organ;
“rolling out volumes of melody and a

choir singing, and the visitor is nct,
over-

even aware of it. Its size is
whelming. Marble pigeons are the size
of eagles, the statues of the Popes ara
towering giants of white.

‘While the Gothie churches of t"'s
(lontinent and America ¢reate a denp
reverential gpirit which produces '1
man a feeling = of humbleness,
Peter's causes him to life up his "‘e gd
and spread out his arms.

;for thirteen centuries—the golden cof-
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Yet with all its superd treasures and
uncountable riches, this church rep-
resents in the eyes of many “a monu-
ment to wanton destruction.” For It
was erected in a place where once
stood for thirteen centurfes an earlier
basilica, that of Constantine. The
building of St. Peter's alone caused
more destruction and did more in-
jury to ancient classic remains than
ten centuries of barbarism, declared
an Italian ‘authority. Of the huge mass
of marbles of every nature, color,
value and description used in building
St. Peter’s, nearly all were removed |
from classical buildings, many of
which were leveled to the ground for
"the sake of one or twa pieces.

| {An~"Aggregation of Churches.

| 1
It is an aggregation of splendid
‘ohurches chapels, tombs and works

. of art, but ip is also a shrine for count-|
less pilgrims from all over the world. '
For in the centre is the Tomb of St.,
Peter tand in the four pillars that sup-
port the dome, the conception of
Michelangelo, are kept the four great|
rellcs of the Church, namely, the lance!
ot Longinus, the soldier who pier edl
1the side of Christ on the cross; the
head of St. Andrew; a portion of the
true cross, and the napkin of Veron-
iica. said to bear the impress of the|
Divine face. :
The 'ashes of St.” Pater are there
but -the sarcophagus is invisible fsinece
1094 rIn that year, while an architect
was leveling the church floor, the
ground gave way, and he saw through
the opening what nobody had beheld

fin of St. Peter and the gold cross ot
Emperor Constantine on the lid. On
hearing of the discovery, Pope Cle-
ment VIIL, accompanied by the Car-
(dinals, descended into theierypt and,
with the help of a torch which had
been lowered into the depths, could
see with his own eyes.

The impréSsion produced upon,ine
Pope by this wonderful sight was so
great that he caused the opening to be
closed at once. The tomb becime once
more invisible and inaccessible, al-
though the scaling material used at
that time can still be seen through the
“cataract” below the altar.

So large is St. Peter’s that a wnole
village actually exists upon the root,
houses and shops, churches, and even
one great temple. Sixteen people can
stand in the ball on top of the dome
at one time. The height makes one
tremble, especially when the frequent
e‘:n‘thquakes to which Italy is subject

| come to mind.

It is told that two Spanish monks,
who found themselves in the ball on
top of the dome during the earthquake
of 1730, were so frightened by its rock-
ing that one of them died on the spot.

There is now incontestable scienti-
| fic proof that the obelisk in front of
St. Peter’s, right in the centre of the
piazza with its hundreds of columns
flanking it, marks the exact spot
where the Apostle himself met his
death and was crucified head down-
ward because he counted it too great
an honor to die exactly in the same
manner as his Divine Master.

The number of statues, historic
monuments of this church, are innum-
erable. One door in a pillar is a con-

!stant reminder to the reigning Pon-

tiff that he also must die and lie here
some day, for the door always bears
the name of his predecessor, whose
body is kept here until his tomb has
been prepared.

The ‘empty
Rodrigo Borgia, is

tomb of Alexander VI.

here, the
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Caesar and Lucrezia, When he died
“all Rome ran with indescribable glad-
to the corpse. Men could
not satiate their eyes 1‘(;vding
on the carcass of the serpent,” says a'
contemporary historian. The body \wsl

ness visit

with

removed from its tomb by the Borgia
family’'s bitter enemy, Pope Julius
IT.

Vatican Stands Nearby.

For two hundred years the Popes
deliberated over the puilding of this
church. Finally Julins II. began thé
work of destroying the earlier church
going about it with the ruthlessnesy
of a Vandal. For years the work ldag-
ged, architects died, a pest broke out

in Rome, and each succeeding builder
changed the plans for the new basili-
cum.

Then @t last the Pope, “inspired by
God;” called in Michelangelo, the im-
mortal painter and sculptor. This man

was seventy-two, but he worked six-
teen years, “day and night” with an
army of workmen “without thinking
of pay.” 'When he died the: dome,
which would have been his chiefest
glory, was not completed. Later archi-
tects modified Angelo’s ambitious
plans.

Next to St. Peter’s is the Vatican,
the Pope's residence, a domain unto
itself, with its indefinable touch of
melancholy of former glory.

Soldiers in mediaeval uniforms,
chiefly young noblemen from Belgium
and Switzerland, form the guard. Past
them must go every one who wants
to vigit the Pontiff and receive a pil-|
grim’s blessing. A coustant

stream |

from all countries pagses through
these gates, peasants and aristocrats, |
Kings and statesmen. I

The one moment the courtyard is|
dozing in the golden sunlight, and’ the
next muskets rattl and halbe !’(I:‘}
clash, you see a flash of scarlet, \xudl
a Cardinal h I h way tol

|
Church. |
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BROKERS MADE
GOOD PROFIT ON
BOGUS ORDER

Jan. 6—A Toronto broker:
age house, by the sale of a block o
ghares of a mining stock today, whick
they had bought on false orde:,
made a profit of $1,000 according to a
news columns of the

Toronto,

a

gtory in the mo-

ronto Star today.

The firm bought the shares on an
order received by telephone from Os-
hawa, which purported to be the con-

tents of a telegram from a prominent
Inquiries

citizen of that, town.

ed that the message was a false one,

but the
could dispose of it at a profit.

DUTY ON TOOTH
PASTES11 A

firm held the stock until they |

show- |

|
|

|
|
|
|

Got Relief
From Dyspepsia

Mrs. Clarence Sealy, Bathurst, NB‘
writes:—*‘1 sufféred a long ume from
dyspepsia. I used tablets and medi-
Nglﬂ, of all kinds, but got no relief:
until I started using

After taking two bottles I can gladl
say that 1 became much better, and

can now eat most any kind of food
without hawing to suffer for it after.’’

For the past 48 years B.B.B. has.
been put up only by The T. Milburn;
Co., Limited, Toronto, Out,

TOBE CALLED,

TUBE INRUSSIA

Moscow, Jan. 7—American toot.‘h\ Rome, Jan. 7—The former German:
paste costs dearly in Russia. Six tubes l
of it mailed to an American newspaper | shores of Lake Maggiore, in Italy, re-
man here were held up at the Soviet
postoffice for minute examination for Rome newspaper, to consulta locallyt
diamonds, gold or counter-revolution-j
! future. This shrewd lady, grasping his
pondent was assessed a duty of $11 a hand, read that one day he would bes
tube. He contributed the paste to the
government ‘instead, and now <cleans

ary propaganda and then the corres-

his teeth with common ashes.

¢

To Be Ready ot Serve You We
Keep Ahead of Growth -

s

Must

Our business carries with it the obligation to serve instantly.

You press a button and you expect an instant response to your touch

This could not be done if our electric generating and’ distribution sys-
‘tem did not grow faster than the demands of our customers.

Keeping ahead of the electrical needs of Fredericton

and the other

communities served has called for a construction program of large propor-

tions.

$300,000 For New Construction

During 1926 your company appropriated $100,000 for new additions

and improvements to its plant and transmission facilities.

/

During 1927, $200,000 will be expended for construction. We have plan-
ned a continuous building program to take care of the growing needs of
our customers in the Maritime Provinces.

Our Progress is Bound Up With That
of the Communities We Serve

FRED COLEMAN, Manager.

The Maritime Electric Company, Ltd.

d : FREDERICTON, N.B.
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“Are you n favor of colleges?”
“Yes.
tc write abor if it weren't for the
| ccllege boy and coed?”

NOT CHOSEN

crown prince passed a few days on the
cently and made haste, according to a.

famous palm reader concerning his’

summoned to the throne of imperial
Germany by his followers. She added,
however, that he would never occupy
throne.

What wvould humorists have STOI\,I*ACH MISERY ' }

ACIDITY, GAS, GAS
INDIGESTION

“Pape’s Diapepsin” is the c\luicl;est,
surest relief for indigestion, gases,
flatulence, heartburn, sourness, fer-
mentation or stomach distress caused
by acidity. A few tablets give almost
{mmediate stomach relief. Correct your
stomach and digestion now for a few
cents. Druggists sell millions of packs
ages.
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“Tin Hats” is the photo play at
the Gaiety for Friday and Saturday.
It is a post way comedy, with Cob-
rad Nagel and Claire Windsor in
the leading roles, and it is a story
of American doughboys who find
themselves in p :sion of a Ger-

{man village immediately after sign-
ling of the Armistice. Miss Windsor
the part of a titled German

lgAI'L

:‘.'\1‘!111,\‘7‘}&[’.

her castle
after the

to claim
Rhine immediately
Her path
American dough

destiny

who comes

on the

ys and
strangely
An added fea-

the
becomes inter-
woven with the boys.
ture is
A\'m'r;m\i in

“Raggedy Rose” with Mabel
the leading  role

Tom—I'm mnot making enough
money to get married.
Virginia—Get married and h ' |
will

The Winter Term

of the —

FREDERICTON
BUSINESS
COLLEGE

— OPENS ——

Tues., Jan. 4th, 1927. I”

Begin today to prepare for a
good paying position by getting
information regarding our
course of study, descriptive
booklet of which will be sent on
ipplication.

F. B. OSBORNE, Prin,,
P. O. Box 928—Fredericton, N. B.

FLOWERS

We have every kind either Cut
Flowers or Potted Plants.

CUT FLOWERS
Tu-

lips, Daffodils and many others.

Roses, Carnations, Violets,

|
|
\
|

SAY IT WITH FLOWERS

Ada M. Schleyer

826 CHARLOTTE STREET
Phone 217




