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FUKLY MiLLICN RATS CAUSE
MUCH WORRY IN BRITAIN,
ANNU'L DAMAGE HEAVY

Apropos of the proposal to establish
a period to be known at Rat Week in
Great Britain, the London Times says
editorially:

It has been calculated recently—
though such calculations are always
of a tentative nature—that there are
at present upward of forty million rats
in Great Britain. These rats eat, each
year, food the value of which cannot
"fall much short of $100,000,000, and
impose in addition an expenditure up-
on attempts to destroy them of about
$1,250,000.

This is a formidable bill, but it re-
presents only a part of the cost of up-
keep of the rate population. To it must
be added the destruction of property
caused by rats and the cost of public
health measures to prevent the entry
into this country of rats from areas
where plague is epidemic.

Carried ‘“Black Death

The “Black Death” was most prob-
ably pneumonic plague; if so, it was
epidemic. Every out-
break of plague which has occurred
anywhere has been due directly to the
fact that rat fleas, when plague strick-
én, bite human beings.

It is necessary, therefore to exer-
cise a sleepless vigilance at all ports
at which ships arrive from India and
other Eastern countries, If even a
small portion of the rats in this coun-
try become infected with plague and
epidemic of that disease would most
probably occur.

Nor is plague the only disease in

which can be urged against it is its
To make war on rats for a
a year it to trifle with a
serious matter, unless this annual ef-
fort is looked on merely as a spur to
continuous activity. There con be no

brevity.
week once

discharge in this war.
Rodent Population Increasing

Rats possess so high a degree of
fertility that the efforts at present be-
ing made to cope with them are large-
ly fruitless. Each year sees an addition
to the rate mpopulation. these cir-
cumstances it is necessary to reconsid-
er ways and means and to effect co-
ordination between the various agan-
cies now at work. Personal experience
undoubtedly suggests that the domes-
tic cat is the most efficient rat catch-
er in the world. Houses and offices in
which cats of proved capacity are kept
remain free of rats even when neigh-
offices are over-

In

boring houses and
run,

A sharp distinction,
be drawn between efficient and in ef-

catch

however, must

fiicent cats; some cats never
rats. 1t would be a service of the ut-|
most value were a strain of “ratters
to be bred and placed on the market,
so that anyone might obtain a cat the
capacity of which could be guaranieed
in advance.

Cats kept for the purpose of de-
stroying rats need good food and a
reasonable degree of care, facts often
overlooked by their owners; when
they receive these necessities they

work with exemplary diligence and

the spread of which rats play a de-
cisive part. No doubt can exist that
infective jaundice, cases of which have

occurred recently in pits in this coun-

try, is rat-borne.

That other afflictions can be laid
te the charge of rats is less certain,
and nothing is gained by making ac-
cusations in advance of exact know-
ledge. The indictment 1is serious
enough as it stands. |

Rat Week need, therefore, no jus-
tification. Indeed, the only objection

~display a quality of patience, which
but seldom lacks its reward.

There is season to think that if
every house and every office in this
country possessed a capable ‘“ratter,”
the rat population would suffer a con-
spicious a year or
two. For, after a certain point Thas
been reached, reduction experts an in-
fluence on breeding which soon de-
clares itself. That is the experience
of every one who has introduced a cap-
able cat into rat-infested premises.

reduction within

THE PEOPLE OF SWITZERLAND
- EXCEL AS INVENTORS : TAKE
OUT A GREAT MANY PATENTS

New York, Feb, 3—In a recent
study of the geographic distribution of
imventiveness in the civilized world,
Switzerland carries off the honors.
This leadership in the opinion of
Pr_of. Mark Jefferson, whose findings
om the subject are published in the
Geographical Review, is the result of
religious persecutions in neighboring
countries.

During the sixteenth and seven-
teenth centuries thousands of refu-
gees crossed the border and settled in
Swiss homes. These refugees were for
the most part intelligent men, many of
them skilled craftsmen, who continued
to follow in their adopted country
trades and crafts learned in their
homeland. The result has been a high
degree of inventiveness among des-
cendants of those early emigres, “the
Stwiss themselves attifibuting (much
importance in the growth of their in-
dustries to the influx” of other nation-
elg:

In his compilation of statistics on
paients granted by-civilized countries
to their own citizens and to citizens
of other countries Prof. Jefferson
shows Swiss citizens leading all other
nationals both in patents taken out at

home the ranking for each 1,000,000 of

» | British

A BRITISH INSTITUTION
WITH BRITSH MODESTY

Alltlhvough in Canada to

day amny prcspenows British settlers

there are

who have gcecd reason to sing the
prajses of the Bafitish Dominfons
Emigraition Sclcielty, there are still

mlany Canadians, who have not heard
of this big but silemt friends to the

newcomen.
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Canada, one
another in  Toronto
conicerned with
establishment of im-
the society of Old
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The Liord Bishop of
Lord Burnham are only
of the British
who have names and their
support to the
Dominions Emligration
“Kecp  Canada British”
the organization.

goes

score of personages
lent their
cause of the
Soci-
the

its

wonthy

is
But
funther

elty.
motto of
much htan
words and So soundly Bri-
tish is the organization that it has
overlookied the rather essential point
and that

character
mottoes.

of publiciity;

tempretation of this policy.

In 1882 it was
subzitanitial aid
the lives of miost settlers arriving in

reallised that some

was a real need in

emigrate from Great Bifitain were
only held by lack of funds and not
by lack of enlthusiasm of ambition
to swcceed in a new country against
any reasonable obstacles. It was un-
denstood, at this early date, that
the Britt'sh character of these peo-
ple would only penmit them to ac-
cept aid if dislereetly offered, in a
way that would not encourage

“gponging” nbr offend the price and
self-respect which every man’s
birthright.

Since that time the British Do-
miinicns Emigration Society has been
busy at a task which yields no re-
venue whatever and which, to the
ordinary business mian,

is

is a

population was: Switzerland 542, Unit- |

“The revocation of the Edict
Nantes alone in 1685 is credited with
driving 60,000 Hugenots from France
into Switzerland. They founded the
silk industry of Zurich and Berne. It
was a Huguenot who founded the‘
watch business at Geneva. The Hugue-
nots introduced banking and whose-
saling. Sparish persecution in the
Low Countries and Swiss neutrality
during the Thirty Years’ War added to
the human resources of Switzerland,

Drastic Mind Test

The enriching of Switzerland by
this addition of choice spirits was en-
hanced by the largeness of the French
population, from  which they were
culled, and the smallness of Switzer-
land to which they were added. The"
persecutors of the Huguenots were in
effect applying an intelligence test
to their people and expelling (or
slaughtering) the most promising.” |

France’s loss became Switzerland’s
gain in the seventeenth century.

“How interesting it would be,” adds

home and in those taken out abroad
“Tt is the same
he writes,

&l
story in all countries,”
“all patent offices report
the Swiss as the foremost investors.” i

Americans Second

The study discloses that in propor-
tion to population United States citi-
zens take out about two thirds as
many patents here and about one-
sixteenth as many abroad as do resi-l
dents of Switzerland. In 1925 Switzer-
land for each 1,000,000 of population
obtained 830 patents abroad, against
Austria’s 299, Germany’s 271, France's
195, Britain‘s 188, Belgium’s 180,
United States’ 160. In number of pat-

ents granted to thelir own nationals at

|
—
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the writer, “to accept the lesson of

'history and admit freely (to the Unit-
red States) the first 500,000 foreigners

including Mexicans and other Ameri-
cans, who attain an A grading in such
intelligence tests as were used in the

army to sort out potential officers

 from the mass of recruits.”

Some of Inventors

g of Public Works, which will be return-

Records disclose a long list of dis-

| tinguished Swiss inventors and scient-

ists whose original work since those |
early days of church dissension and |
religious strife. There was that fa-
ther of pharmacy, Philippus Aureolus
Paraceleus Bombastus, born about
1493, who is said to have been the
first man to combine chemistry and
mmlumn There was Jacquet Droz

whose inventive skill produced the
first automatic figures, mechanical
dolls moving their finger joints. There

| were Ferdinand Berthoud, inventor of

n aval clocks, and Abraham IL.ouis Bre-

ed States 382, Belgium 283, France 264 |
Austria 239, Britain 191, Germany 186. |10 the society of which we speak. It

ofl

ever slight or great, is of no interest

is a cdorner-stone of their foumdaltion

AR

SEALED TENDERS addressed to the
nndersigned, and endorsed ‘“Tender
for [Repairs and Extensions to Pier
and Warehouse, Digby, N. S.,” will be
received until 12 o’clock noon, Tues-
day, February 25, 1930, for the repairs
and extensions to Public Pier and
Warehouse, at Digby, Dighy 'County,
WN. S.

Plans and form of contract can be
scen and specification and forms of
tander obtained at this Department, at
the offices of the District Engineers,
Cunard Building, Halifax, N. S.;
01d Post Office Building, St. John. N.
{B.; Building Trades Association Lim-
ited, 452 George Street, Sydney, IN. 8.,
and ‘Canadian Construction Associa-
tion, iSt. John Branch, 111 Princess
Street, St. John N. B., also at the Post
Offices, Yarmouth,
N. 8.

Tenders will not be considered un-
logss made on printed forms supplied
by the Department and in accordance
with conditions contained therein.

Bach tender must be accompanied
by an accepted cheque on a chartered
bank, payable to the order of the Min
ister of Public Works, equal to 10 per
cent of the amount of the tender.

nds of the Dominion of Canada or
bonds of the Canadian National Rail-
way Company will also be accepted
as security, or bonds and a cheque
if required to make up an odd amount.

NOTE—Blue prints can be obtained
iat this Department by depositing an
accepted cheque for the sum of $25.00,
payable to the order of the Minister

ed if the intending bidder submit &«
regular bid.
By order,
N. DESJARDENIS,
Secretary.
Department of Public Works,
Ottawa, February 1, 1930.
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quet, who perfected an instrument for
Jean Andre de Lmuc,

geologist and chemist; Louis Agassiz,

measuring time.

seiestist ; TL.avater, physiognemist,

and Pestalozzi, educationalist, are no

the list, though their centributions to

scientific development may not he

ijn spite of]|
the fact that it stands unique in its!
policy and its practical every-day in-!

Clanada and that many who did not

task !
that has no thanks. But profit, hiow-

N. 8., and Dighy, ,

|

strictly termed inventions.

inlterests will

acoepted

ihat not be required
in any way, shape or
form on money lent to setitlers,

intending settlers.

Lor

or

'n this respect of charging no in-

terest the Britich Diominilons Emigra-

tion stands alone in the field. Thers

are a score of other ornganizations
doing undoubtedly gwod work by
lending money at a reasonable rats
of interest to settlers, but there is
only one which will accept no inter-
ast.

Amnother in the charter of
‘he Brnitish Dominions Emigration
Socdiety js the one which permits of
the actually granting of money in de-
serving cases.

clause

tler and his family may borrow sev-
eral hundred dollars to come to Can-
It deserving case he
will be obliged to pay back only a
ceritain percentage of the

ada. he is a

principal
amounting
sometimes to $200.00 or more, is wip-
ed off the
alear gift,
in

borroyed. The remainder,

miade without obstentation
such a way leav2
tramelled the self respect of the re
In

and as to un-

cipienit. on interest i¢
ever paild by the financed immigrant.

Since its the Society
has brought

thirty-five

any cage,
inauguration
to Canada in this way
thousand settlers. Last
it briought one thousand

year alone

such new citizens to Canada. Large-|

ly responsible for
ling of the
and

hand-
cases
thom

the efficient
many and varied
the problem attached to
is R. Gordon Burgoyne, who
charge of the Society’s work in (.n*
ada with, Torontc
and district, which ig
P. Shantz.

It typical of these men
their distinguished superiors in Great

is

the exception of

i9 and

Britatn that they should labor along|which had begun in the spring and

so thankless a path in the interests
of a British
satisfiadtion than that of a noble
duty well
men and to onkw the Old Country
mind, is to understand better why

we have not heard the name British
Domiinions Emigration Society shout-|ous sunshine,

ed from the housesteps.

1929 exiceeded all previous records.

Thus a deserving sel-

books of the society—a,

directed by S. i

cause with no other’'gust and September. By September(

fulfilled. To know thes2

VAGARIES OF THE ENGLISH _
CLIMATE BROKE ALL THE
RECORDS DURING YEAR 1929

London, Feb. 3—The Englich clim- ed an abnormally high rainfall.
el'e has never been celebrated for By this time the Briticsher was pre.
iz consfistency, but its in |ipared for almost anything that might
turn wp; and at the end of Novem-
ber he learned with little surprise
thatithat London had received a year
and a quarter’s normal rainfadl with-
in one month.

Gale Records Broken

The December gales were, how-
ever, a little too much for his equan-
imity, the wind rose to a velocity of

Great Frost In February 108 miles an hour in the Secully Is-

In February came the great frost. |lands on the Tth of the month, and
Hardly a living man could recall its 'in doing so broke every Dprevious
parallel; and the 12th of the month gale record for the British Isles.
was the coldest February day for| The Thames valley floods were
eightysix years. sericus in the middle of the month,
| March whe one of the driest |and then to cloge the miost remarks
moniths ever rezerded and several | able year in the country’s meteorolo-
places in the London district got no|gical history came the brightest
rain at all during its thirty-one days,;h’mnfstma.s Day and Boxing Day that
The frosf broke early in the month; ! England has ever known with high
a remarkable rise in tempera:t,ure'rtemperatures persisting upl to ths
| took place on the 10th, and in a heat end of the year.

vageries

The year’s first freak was the
heat wave that oceurred at the end
of the coldest January reeorded for
thirty-four years. On January 30,
1929, the temiperature leaped sudden-
Iy upiward all over the countrny and
a reading of 63 degrees in Wales
was almbst a reicdord for the date.

| wave from the 28th to the 30th the
| March records of all time were heat-
1 en by the temperature of 77 that w

gistered in Yorkshire. The revenue of the province for the

Winter came back again with an  year 1926 was $3,667,610.99. Last year
exceptionally cold April, and the be- ‘ it was $6,576,238.06,

ginniing of May was also abnormally
'chilly, though arother startling ris>

To the Great Shires, by his own ad-
a3 | mission, Art is long green.

an increase in

three years of $2,908,628.07.

; : As thin as the average restaurant
in temperature came before the end ppeak.
of the month. [ s
Mercury Soars In June : -
. -
June and early July were far cold IOPlece Cosmellc

er than usual; but on the 20 of the
Jatter month the thermometer went
to 90 degrees.. A termific thunder-
storm swept Southern England and @
tidal wave alammed the Channel 1.00, Facial A“n%g:m' $If7.255 }%ath
bawng. ! {nn:'e'sléois’rog::tllunat::: $7$c, Slgn ;

Vhitener, 75c. ‘Total Value, $12.00.

Speoal price, 81 97 for ail ten picces
i 40 mmtroduce the line, d

Send no monmey but clip coupon i

1 Set $197

S i

This is a Famous Vivani Set and
includes Face Powder, $100, Rouge,
75¢, Tissue Cream $1.00, Depilatory,

I
2
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The July storm, however, made no
real ‘imprescion on the drought

the shortage of water continued Au-|
Name
‘Address

Bend pets parcel post C. O, D.
Your money promptly refunded if

— e isa

‘28 most of London had had no rain
'»ﬁcr thirty seven consecutive days—
the lomgest unbroken dry spell for
3e:emty‘ e .| [npt satisfied.

September was a month of glori-
but the tide turned b" Ve msd‘ Avenne, New Y“k.

altogether in October, which produc-| %’
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ISV SERAT

Mail

'All Work Guaranteed Finest Quality and
Artistic Workmanship
The Largest Plant in the City

We Aim To Sai
! Exacting Customer

LETTER HEADS

PROGRAMMES ENVELOPES CIRCULARS
BILL HEADS WEDDING INVITATIONS
REPORTS POSTERS CARDS BOOKS
BUTTER WRAPPERS HONEY LABELS

LEGAL FORMS

and all other JOB PRINTING WORK

Come in and see our samples of any of the above
Orders by Mail Premptly Attended to

No Job toe large or too small to receive our

AUCTION SALE HANGERS

mamediate attention

Printing Co.

FREDERICTON, N. B.




