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Pailiament May Adiour fo Allow 
Several Ministers fo 

Attend. 

Ottawa, Dec. 20.—The annouhcement 

of Premier Lloyd George that an im- 

perial conference is to be called at an 

early date to discuss concerted action 

«during the war may have considerable 

effect on the coming parliamentary ses- 

sion and the election outlook in Can- 

ada. Although no intimation has as 

vet been received by the government 

here in regard to the forthcoming con- 

ference, it is expected that the date 

proposed for it will be some time dur- 

ing the early spring. In that event 

parliament is likely to be in session 

at Ottawa. 

Under the circumstances it would 

not be surprising if the government 

whould propose an adjournment of the 

House for two months in order to allow 

Sir Robert Borden and two or three of 

his colleagues to attend the conference 

in London. Interim supply to carry on 

the administration until August or Sep- 

tember could be passed and the ques- 

tion of an extension of parliament may 

be properly left over for more intelli- 

went discussion when the House re- 

assembles after the Imperial Confer- 

ence. 

At a meeting of the Empire Parlia- 

;mentary Association today, Walter 

Hume Long, secretary of state for the 
colonies, said that the time of holding 

ihe imperial conference mentioned by 

the Premier in his speech, depended on 

the overseas dominions. 

‘Their premiers, he added, were en- 

gaged in work as strenuous and as im- 

portant as that of the home govern- 

metn, 
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London, Dee. 20.—The British public 

had much to reflect on this morning. 

The reply of Premier Lloyd George to 

the German peace proposals had been 

anticipated and passages of his speech 

appeared in the late editions of yester- 

day evening's newspapers. The domes- 

tic programme of the new government, 

however, was not published until this 

morning, and it was too vast and too 

briefly indicated for the immediate 

crystallization of opinion. 

The most important of these points 

general mobilization of labor for war 

and the vital industries. Mr. Lloyd 

foreshadowed by the Premier was the | 
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deferred judgment until de- 

given to them. While ex- 

sory military service industrial con- 

scription is not impracticable, the labor 

leaders are dubious as to its success; 

feeling the outcome depends entirely 

on how the workmen take it. If there 

is hostility in the rank and file of or- 

ganized labor, the scheme, they believe, 

will fail. 

A Stupendous Task. 

The task allotted to Neville Cham- 

berlain, who has been appointed direc- 

tor general of national service, of sche- 

duling certain industries as indispen- 

George indicated he meant to 

| with a voluntary plan and that if this 

failed he would ask parliament to give 

the government compulsory powers to 

place all the labor of the state at ity 

service. His proposal therefore follows 

somewhat the lines of the German 

mass levy. 

Industrial Conscription. 

When Mr. Lloyd George invited the 

labor representatives to' join his cabi- 

net this scheme was put before them, 

DRASTIC CHANGES IN : 
QUEBEC LICENSE Law 

Quebec, Dec. bill 

introduced in the Legislature last night 

by Provincial Treasurer Mitchell is the 

most formidable document produced 

here for years. It provides for whole- 

sale reductions of hotel liquor licenses 

all over the province, without compen- 

sation, and increased fees for those 

who remain in the business. 

Fifty licenses are cut off from Mont- 

real next May and 100 more off in May, 

1918, bringing the number down to 200. 

Hours of selling are from 9 a.m. to 9 

p.m, and there is to be no treating. 

‘This latter restriction goes into effect 

immediately the bill is passed. 
Increased taxes for race tracks and 

theatres are also included in the bill. 

20.—The license 

begin | supplying them with the ne- 

and material, and at the 

sable and 

sary labor 

berlain’s great experience in business 

is expected to carry him through. 

He will have a military director un- 

der him to conduct recruiting for the 

army and a civil director in charge of 

recruiting for’ industry. 
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A woman likes to - a love affair 

with a crash and a grand finale; but a 

man prefers to drop it inch by inch— 

and then crawl out by the stage door. 

A man falls in love when he has noth- 

ing else to do, but a woman never has 

anything else to do when there is a 

man around worth falling in love with. 
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pressing the opinion that after compul-| 

same time putting the indispensable in- 

dustries on fixed allowance of labor, 

raw material and man power, is consid- 

ered a stupendous one, but Mr. Cham- | 
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liuns Contesting the Alies' Suprematy 
of the Air---Preponderance of 

British Shells. 
With the British Armies in France, 

Dec. 19, via London, Dec. 20.—Out of a 

group of German prisoners taken on 

one section of the British front on Sun- 

day, only a non-commissioned officer 

had heard anything of the German Em- 

peror’s peace proposal. 

This circumstance, coupled with the 

fact that there have been absolutely no 

demonstrations from any part of the 

German trenches, caused much specu- 

lation among the, British officers as to 

whether, despite the Emperor's address 

to his troops, the 

have been permitted to reach the men 

actually engaged on the fighting line. 

Documents captured within the last 

fe ys repeatedly mentioned the au- 

dacity and initiative of the Allied air- 

| men, and Field Marshal Von Hinden- 

burg is quoted as having iss 

that the supremacy of the 

sharply contested. 

The Fight for Air Supremacy. 

According to these documents, the 

German chief of staff has ordered that 

where the German lines are crossed by 

hostile aviators, German machines 

must penetrate an equal distance over 

ithe Allied lines. There has been only 

a comparatively few hours of good fly- 

ing weather in the last week, but num- 

erous combats have taken place, twen 

ty being fought in one forenoon on a 

certain sector. 

German artillery 

ued orders 

air must be 

has recently been 

quite active and has responded more 

freely to the continuous British fire. 

According to prisoners, the preponder- 

ance of British shells has depressed 

the German troops in the trenches, who 

thought that their own.artilelry was 

not supporting them with the same 

vigor as the support the English gave 

to their men. 
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Some bachelors hurry through life 

as if a leap year widow were chasing 

them. 

A man never knows how much he 

values an umbrella or a woman until 

he sees some other man calmly walk- 
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\ Our production of munitions 
5 must exceed that of our enemies. 
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TRAPPERS Get MoreMoney” 

{ other Fur Bearers collected in your section 
SHIP YOUR FURS DIRECT to RUBERTS the 
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CHRISTMAS BARGAINS 
Nothing will make Madame more happy on Xmas than one 

of our Smart TRIMMED HATS which we arc offering 
at Very Low Prices. 

Untrimmed Hats, Wings and ores all oe veduc 

Babvs Bonnets in 
Ww 

Vool and 

Bargain Sale. 
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IMPERIAL 
FACE CREAM 

A Superior Vanishing Skin Cream, for whitening and softening the skir 

and preventing and healing chapped hands and face. PRI CE 25 CENTS. 

C. Fred. Chestint 
672 QUEEN STREET. 
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Drug Stors 

# Wholesale Dry Goods and Woollens 

Golden Grove 
YARNS \ 
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WE CONTROL THE BALE of this 

justly celebrated Yarn, which has 

given such satisfaction to ail those 

who are knitting secks for our soldiers. 

We have stock of LIGHT GREY, 2- 

ply, for socks, and WHITE, 3-ply, for 
fishermen's mitts. 

Spun only from PURE WOOL and 

ALL wooOL. 

ORDER NOW while you think of it, 

Vassie & Company, Ltd. 
WHOLESALE DRY GOODS and WOOLLENS 

ST. JOHN, N. B. 

Our Motto: Promptness, Accuracy, Courtesy, Care. 

WALKER BRO 
QUEEN STREET, WEST ERD. 

MERCHANT 
"TAILOR 

We have on hand a full range of Winter Overcoatings and 

ss jence Suitings in all the latest patterns. With 25 years’ e 
sad 

in tailoring we are in a position to guarantee entire satisfa 

SUITS - 

OVERCOATS = - 

from $18.00 to 
Q D> La) 

Lv 33.00 

$20.00 to Li 

ica 

Walk a Block and Save a Dollar 

ror 
at Rogers’ Big Furniture Store. 
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A List of Suitable Gifts 

Easy Chair Rocker Book Case 

Writing Desk Kitchen Cabinet 

Buffett Childs Hand Sleds 

Childs Rockers 

and Chairs Silverware Etc. Etc. 
Childs Tables 

Howard Rogers 
THE FURNITURE MAN 
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