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BANDA ISLES, HOME OF THE

- NUTMEG, IS DESCRIBED

— SPICE

TRADE HAS PLENTY OF ROMANCE

(Edward G. Long in P.L-A. Monthly)

®'rade and romance are not gener-
ally supposed to go together, but in
fact there is a great deal of romance
associated with trade. Far away in
the Malay Archipelago, between Timor
and New Ginea, in a sea to which it
gives its name, is a group of tiny is-
lands, ten in number, known as the
Banda Isles. Well-nigh unknown to-
day, three hundred years ago they
weré jhe richest islands in the world,
for their size. Here were grown the
Sneat nutmeks in the world, and here
slone; and the story of how this came
about, and what happened in conse-
quenee. i& one full of romance, but
deeply rimmed with tragedy.

Home of Nutmeg

Ghe Banda Islag appear to he the
wome of tha nutmseg, for thix very
aalicate apice plant was found in emlti-
vatiom there by the tirat Portagese
adventuresy in the Hast India waters
very early in the sixtesnth eentury.
®p to this time the spice trade wik.
BWurope had been in the hands of the
Arabs, bui the Portugese now aeized
she Banda Isles, and other spice isles
of the Moluccas, and gained control of
the spiece trade, which they held for
pearly a hundred yeaes.

Excited Envy

But abotu the beginning of the sev-
enteenth century competitors appear-
ed on the scene, Bnglish and Dutch,
$or the wealth of the spice trade haa
exdited envy in Bngland and Holland;
an Bast India Company was establish-
ed in each comntry, asd while England
sent ont Captain Janias [Lancaster,
with the Hector, Dfagon, AscBnsion
awd Susannah to the spicd Blorado,
Holland despatched Cornelius Hout
man with a fleet also of four vesals.

By pursuing the Sultdin of Tarnats,
who was the Overiond ef the Moluccas,
to enter into a freaty with tkam, snd
arant them apecial trade privilegas in
the spice islands, the Dutch were abls
to get ahead of the Buglish, and they
&oon established themselves in the
island of Amboina, and in ths Banda
Bsles. On tha former #aland they cul-
tivated cloves, and in Banda, nutmegs,
and by excluding competitors, they
were able to build uwp & monopoly in
both of these very lucrative branches
of the spice trade. In 1504, Captain
Henry Middleton tried to get a share
in the clove trade with Amboina for
Ewgland, but was prevented by the
Dutch who, however, did not quite
have a “walk-over” in Banada.

Dutchmen Annoyed

Shortly after the first Dutchme:

arrived there, and before they had

time to build up a trade settlement,
a stout old English sea~dog, ‘Capt.
William Keeling. sailed into Banda
Neira Harbor, and although he had one
ship only, with five pieces of ordance,
He set about establishing trade re-
with the Bandanese—to the
very great annoyance of the Dutch-
men who now seized the island of
Banda Neira and built a fort om it,
with guns of wich they threatened
Keeling. His reply was that England
and Holland were not at war, and he
was going to atay right where he was!
And he did o, but finding it impos-
sible to trade with Banda Neira, where
the Dutchmen wers in force, he trans-
ferred his attentions to some of the
other islands, maenaged to got a good
cargo of nutmegs, and finally, after
remaining off Bands for over half a
year, left, an ultiman having been de-
livered to him by Admiral Peter Wil-
liamson Van Hoef, from on board the
flagship Hollandia, ia the coadas of
Bands, and, one is very glad to chron-
icle, ot safely back to England on
May 10th, 1610, having beem absent
from his nativée land for three years.

lations

Later, <Captain Bavid Middleton
tried his hand at the Banda apice trade
but without success, and then in 1619,
England and Hdlland came fto jan
agreement under which both countries
weer to share the spice trade, and the
English wers to be allowed to estab-
lish factories in Amboina and Banda.
They did so, and four years later,
under prtense that the English traders
had conspired against them, the Dutch-
men of Amoina where they had a
strong naval and military forcs, and
a stout fortress, ssized all the English
traders, tortured thems to confess an
imaginary plot, and ‘then fagfecuted
the factor @nd niné of hizx swsittanta,
and banished the few rémaiaing Eng-
lishmen. -

In Banda there was no massacre of
the English traders, but {astead the
Dutchmen proposed that thes HEnglish
should assist them in & masascré of
the native Bandanese population, and
when the English, to their aternal
credit, refused to eo-operate in this
devilish plan, the Dutchmen eéxter-
minated the Bandaness without any
HEnglish aid. Those of the Bandanese
who were mot killed, fled to the Kei
Islands, some 200 miles south of Ban-
da, where their descendants Hye to-
day, and where alone the old Bandan-
ese language is spoken—it is unknown
in Banda, so thoroughly did Jan Pieter-
son Coen, Agent of the Dutch East

iIndia Company, do his work!
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Were Rooted Out

As may be imagined, the people ol

!‘Bamda were rooted out of their mother-
|land because they refused to work, as

slaves, in the nutmegging plantations
which formerly were their own. The

i Dutch imported slaves into Banda to
(work the plantations,

and by means
of this labor they grew abundantly
rich, so rich that they were able to
live there in the most lavigh style.
They imported the luxuries of the
world, together with the slaves, and
even had manslons built of the cost-
liest marble, imported from the fam-
ous quarries of Cararra, Italy!
Drove Out English

They succeeded in driving out the
English, who foiled in trade hers, and
in Amboina, turned their attention to
India, and founded an empire there,
and for a long long time, Dutchmex
maintalned their spice monopoly.
Then Ftrench and Fnglish merchants
discovered that cloves and nutmegs
would grow elsewhers in the Eass,
cultivated them, and broke down the

JDutch monopoly. Losimg their com-

Mmanding position, the Dutch mpice
lords became improverished; the is-
lands passed from a stats of the great-
esth affluence % ons of almost priva-
tiom, antil s Jength thay wers at-
tractive no longer to the merchants
from Holland, who sought other com-
modities, alsewhere in the Rast Indies:
and the people of Banda, the descend-
ants of the slaves, now free, became
possessed of the nutmeg plantations,
in small holdings, and the mansions
of the once great merchants, now in a
state of decay, and—it is these folks
who cultivate the nutmeg in Banda
today, and have a4 considerable share
in the spice trade of the Moluccas.
The port of the islands is Banda,
with an excellani anchorage, almost
land-locked harbor, on Banda Neira,
the chief island and the ecapital. It
§s am old and highly picturesque town,
built on the aide of a high hill, crown-

ed by a mediaeval fortress, with a|

quainé brown tiled housed, in the
Dutch style, owning apaclous varan-|
dahs, massive stone walls, and win-
dows with iror bars gnd shuttans! And
there ig such an ancient air about
them, and the old , weathar-beaten
quay, with solid atone steps, such as
you might find in Amstardam or Rot-
terdatn, that you almost expect to
g8ee a Mynheer of former days, with
wide black felt hat, and knee breeches, '
come forth from some doorway—to
pay a visii to the gpice storehouse!
But there are very few Dutchmen ir
Banda today, just a handful of offic-
ials. The majority of the population is
composed of the slave descendants,
Christians all, who wear very scanty
costumes all the week, but turn out
in rusty black clothes on 'Sunday,;

r

carrying their Bibles under their arms
and go to the Kerk, proud of the]r
“white man’s religion”. Most of the
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“I'AXI DANCE?
GIRLS ARE NICE,
SAYS LEADER

New York, Oct. 16—Girls who
waltz and fox trot with strangers in
New York's “taxi” dance halls drew
up a new code of propriety today. 1

PAY DAY AGAIN
FOR THE EXTRA
AT HOLLYWOOD

————

(Detroit News)
As manna fell from heaven for the
Israslites, & windfall has come sudden-

‘When owners of the halls wait on
Police Commissioner Mulrooney next

their establishments be made loss

irump card.
“Our hostesses aran’'t criminals.
They’re nlce girls, most of them,”

explained Charles Marks, president
lof the Five Boro ballroom and Dano-
ing Acedsmy Owners Association,
He was commenting on Commis-
sioner
“taxi”

ployed in the dance

prvilege of each one-minute dance
with a howstess and are required to
Dresent a ticket every time the orch-
estra stops playing.

As for the code of propriety, Mr.
Marks said a lot of things in rather
indignant fashion.

“Our girls dance 80 much nicer
than your debutantes and college
prom girls there just isn't any com-
parison.”

Then waving toward his own big
ballroom, he added:

“Just look out there.”

There were 45 blondes and brunet-
youths, 14 older men and a sailor.

“See
the middle of the floor?” went on Mr.
Marks. “They're out there to see that
the dancing is done right, And they’'re
two more men at the gate keeping
their eyes open.

*“The girls have to be here from
1930 P. M. when we open until 8
loclock in the moruning. An attrac-
'tive girl can make 200 tickets a night
and she gets 6 cents for every ome.
By the time 3 o’clock comes most of
‘them are %o tired they want to go
,right home;, But we have a rule now

they can't leave the place with a}

customeg’,
“In view of this code of propriety I
don’t see why the police should take
sI'ecordii of them like they were crim-
inals. Most of the girls are scared
to death of the cops now.”
| One of the suggestions Marks and
his associates are going to make to
the commissioner is that the investi-
gation into the home the

hostesses.
i

FAMILY HAS
A BIBLE 409
YEARS OLD

ISt. Louis, Tllinois, Oct. 17—
A Bible printed in 1522 and which has
been in the family for five »geuera-tions
is owned by Mrs. A. L. Davis, of
BEast St The fact that the
book was printed 409 years ago is de-
finitely established by information on
the fly leaf. The great great grand-
father of Mrs. Davis is said to have
brought the Bible to America from
Germany.

lives of

East

Louis.

actual trading is done by the Chinese,
in fact the chief
employer of labour in the Band, quite

week to urge that his regulation ots

rigid they will use this code as their.

Mulrooney’s rule that police’
must keep a full record of girls em-| 3
halls, ; i§
which ges their name from the fact!
that customers pay 10 cents for the [

tes fox trotting with 35 slick-haired'

those two men standing in}

Iy to be hapless army of Hollywood
extras.

On a resent day employment for
.1,“3 of ¥hese minor actors caused a
creat and happy commotion among
them, 3

On amother day 1,638 wers called
jout, and in five days a total of 7,956
found employment at the -studios,

Only those who have haunted thse
ossting bureaw month after montk,

lacky to get & few day's wages can
know what this means.

Fifteen thousand are registered, but
for the last year or two the average
employment has been pititully small.

The present burst of luck is too
good to be maintained, but it means
blessed help for hundreds in dire need.

Incidentally, there has been a grad-
ual lifting in the Jevel of character
in the ranks of the extras.

Floaters, it is reported, have been
displaced by people in the higher pro-
fessions—ministers, lawyers, teachers
and the like.

Hard times have driven this betler
element to the work, and there are
many in the motley who were once
of high: rank in the movies.
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the Grand Seigneur of the isles, is an:
old Arab Sheikh, who grows and buys!
spices, fishes for pearls, collects beche |
de mer and edible birds’ nests, also'
tortoiseshell and mother of pearl, andf
is extremely hospitable to visitors to
Banda, as [ have had the good fortune
to experience. Once a month steam
vessels call at Banda, and this is the
only contact with the outer world. ,
Shorn of their glory of the past, the
Banda Isles are very attractive still.
They have a good climate, enchanting

Y T e ————— |

Marnager
{ full fruit, is a goodly one to behold;
gl ity Y ok 4
Marysville (Sub-Agency: Open Thurs. znd Fri.) {there is a volcano in the group, but—
it behaves itself! Romance and trag-
i edy have touched the islands deeply,
| 5 but man there is cruel no more to his
== e — x -~ '

ilmld sea are the lovliest marine gar-
dens conceivable, and the sight of nut-
‘meg gardens,

fellowman.
1

scenery, no animals of prey, or insect
pests. Beneath the waters of their in-

when the trees are in
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