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A WESTERN MEMBER TELLS 
IAMENT OF THE ACTIONS 

OF DOUKHOBOR FANATICS 
'PARL 

(From Hansard) 

Hon. Hugh Guthitie (Minister Wf 

Justice) moved the second reading 
of 

Bill No. 113, to amend the criminal 

code. 

Motion agreed to, bill read the sec- 

ond time and the house went into com- 

mittee thereon, Mr. LaVergne in the 

chair. 

On section 2—Parading while nude. 

Mr. Bsling: I am confident that all 

hon. members will be in accord with 

this amendment, the primary purpose 

of which is to provide more fitting 

punishment for a fanatical class of 

Doukhobors who defy our ‘Canadian 

laws by gathering on public highways 

and in close preximity to the high- 

ways in an absolute nude condition. I 

want to give members of this com- 

mittee what might be called a close- 

up view. 

Some hon. members: Oh. oh. 

Mr. Esling: I hope the chairman 

will understand that I am speaking 

metophorically when I say I want to 

give hon. members a close-up view 

of this fanatical class. While hon. 

members may get some amusement 

from it I should like them to wunder- 

stand that this is a very serious situ- 

These people were brought to Can- 

ada as far back as 1898. They were 

bonused to come here; a huge acreage 

of land was set aside for them in Sas- 

the government to 

ation. 0) i 

watchewan and 

considerable expense in placing them 

upon that land and getting them start- 

ed. Shorily after 1900 a large num- 

ber came to the district of West Koot- 

enay and settled in that beautiful val- 

ley along the Kootenay river between 

the city of Nelson and the Columbia 

river. Today in that district there are 

some three thousand of these people, 

who are divided into three groups. 

First there is the community group, 

living in one section and directed by 

their leader, Peter Veregin. And then 

there is an independent group compos- 

ed of Doukhobors who have purchased 

land of their own and withdrawn from | 

the community. Then there is a third 

or fanatical group who are usually 

known as the sons of freedom. They 
2 | 

lead the procession in these mude par-| 

ades and exhibitions. 

The three peculiarities of Doukho- 

defiance of the law by refusing to ro- 

gister births, death or marirages. No- 

body knows who is who among the 

fanatics. They proceed in this country 

on the assumption that the land 

God’s land and they know no laws but 

God's law. They do not intend, there- 

fore, to subject themselves to the law: 

of any province or of the Dominion. 

When I say they refuse to pay taxcs 

I mean that they refuse to contribute 

to the community treasury for the pay- 

ment of taxes on community-owned 

land. 

Serious Situation 

To bring to the house the serious- 

ness of the situation I may point ont 

that the party represented by hon. 

gentlemen opposite are responsible 

for the coming to Canada of these 

do not let them forget that. They have 

a lot to answer for. These people were 

brought in in 1908, when they were 

given land and a cash bonus. In 1912, 

had come into power, they said, “We 

a want no more Doukhobors.” They ure 

know no hours of work, and mo rates 

of wages. In 1912 the ‘Conservative 

government put up the bars. They said 

they would have no more of it. And 

that prohibition continued until 1926, 

the right hon. gentleman op- 

posite (Mr. Mackenzie King), antici- 

pating an election and thinking they 

might be of great help to his party, 

took down ‘the bars again. But imm 

ately this government came into pow- 

er they stopped the further entry of 

Doukhobors. 

We realize that the provincial gov 

when 

Q- 

ment of law. But there are circum- 

for a provincial government to =o. 

The costs are too great, and if 

truth must be told—and I say this ad- 

visedly—these people are numerically 

too strong for this government or the 

provincial government to keep the: 

within bounds. I have always contenc 

ed and still contend that the federa 

government, having brought them 

here, must share the responsibility 

for their conduct and the cost of their 

maintenance while here. 

The Hon. Gentlemen think it trifl- 

Lae 

| gethe r—they burned another school 

valued at 

they dynamited a brick school which 

Doukhobors. They brought them here; 

idfter the Conservative povernmen: ; 

invading our fields of labour. Tlery, 

ernment is responsible for the enforce- 

stances beyond which it is impossible’ 

Tye 

geen that these fires are close to- 

$9 0 Ve, 00, and at the same night 

cost $7,700. And then we come to 

Christmas of 1930. At a place called 

Th rump they were preparing the 

Jhiristmas tree. A boy got out of a car 

with a basket of toys and tree trim- 

mings, and just as he was proceeding 

to the hall the place blew up. It was 

detention for a few only his lucky 

minutes that saved his life, Now we | 

come to March 1931—that is since we 

he been here. In that month three | 

schools were burned. On June 2 they 

destroyed one and attempted to burn 

another, and they burned the Presby- 

terian church, These fires all took 

place at about the same hour, eleven! 

o'clock at night. They cut the tele-’ 

phone wires and took particular care 

to avoid discovery. 

| have another letter from the Min- 

‘ister of ‘Education which gives a good 

‘idea of the situation, He states that 
by reason of these fires it is necessary 

“for all schools to be guarded. In his 

letter of June 1, he says: 

“I am quite sure that if the guards 

wore taken away the schools would all, 

Lye 'y shortly be burned. 

[T¢ cites this particular school at 

tova in the district adjoining 

o, where he says the fire started 

ile ftiwo Canadian teachers were 

cep in the building. 

\s for the statement that the cost 

< 

of the provincial government is too 
1 

great. I would point out that the loss 

by fire in this district in the past 

two years amounts to a total of $50,- 

000. These fanatics have destroyed 

schools, and 

halls to that value. And in the ram- 

of 1929, to arrest the Doukhobors 

d keep them in goal six months cost 

government $35,000. 

ere you have $85,000 of actual ex- 

churches community 

ag 

Pa 

provincial 

penditure to govern a community of 

{some 4,000. Hon. gentlemen who live 

in places with a population of about 

00 know that the policing of such 

places does not cost more than $5,000 

per annum. 

I want to come now to the matter 

of community parades, and I am sure 

I shall have the most rapt attention. 

Mr. Chaplin: What do you mean, 

“rapt”? 

i Mr. Euler: “Unwrapped,” 1 should 

say. 

Mr. Esling: Let- me explain. This 

Goes not mean one person here or 

there disrobing for the benefit of pas- 

the fact is that these people 

gather in groups of fifty and seventy- 

five, marching along the (highways 

sersby; 

lot people to vote. The Liberal workers 

naked women weighing 300 pounds means would be the lash. Some citi- 

sitting on them, then they would prob- zens have suggested that these people 

ably realize that these people are should be placed on a couple of is- 

beyond control of the law. «lands out on the Pacific. 

Some ohn. members: Oh, Oh. I am sure that the committee, after 

hearing what is the true state of af- 

fairs, will take a more serious view of 

Mr. Esling: I am glad to hear hon. ' the Doukhobor situation in this coun- 

members laugh because such laugh- try. I know some hon. members may 

ter reflects that attitude of indiffer- get some amusement out of this, but 

ence taken during the last six years {let me tell them that the men, women 

by both the provincial and federal and, indeed, whole families who are 

governments. These Doukhobors have subjected to these obscene exhibitions 

purned churches, school houses and are not in a very comfortable position, 

buildings; they have torn the uni- I am sure if hon. members lived 

forms from inspectors, the tunics from | amongst these Doukhobors they would 

police officers and the clothing from feel just the same as do those who 

federal enumerators. They have used complain. 

sticks of cordwood on the provincial 

police; they defy the law by refusing 

to contribute to the provincial trea- 

sury. They refuse to register births, 

Burned Churches 

This free wheeling idea dates back 

to the first time we put on roller 

MAIL CONTRACT 

Sealed Tenaers, addressed to the» 
Postmaster General, will be received! 
at Ottawa until noon, on Friday, the 
Fourth day of September, for the con-- 
veyance of His Majesty's Mails on a: 
proposed Contract for a period not. 
exceeding four years Six times per: 
week on the route: 
Maugerville Rural Route, No. 1, from: 

the 1st of January, 1932. 
Printed notices containing further: 

information as to conditions of pro- 
posed Contract may be seen and blank: 
forms of Tender may be obtained at 

the office of the District Superintend-- 
ent of 'Postal Service, Saint John,. 

N. B. 

H. B. PECK, 
District Superintendent 

marriages, and deaths, and they prac- skateg at least. July 21st, 1931. 

tice and preach open defiance to Can- 

adian Law. 

Xe 

This ig the description of a situation 

almost inconceivable in Canada, and 

yet these are the people by whose; 

votes the right hon. gentleman oppos- 

ite (Mr. Mackenzie King) hoped to, 

defeat the Conservative candidate in 

West Kootenay. Some of these people 

enjoy the franchise because they were 

born in Canada, and I ask the commit- 

tee if it can conceive of the great 

Liberal party being reduced to the 

extremity of encouraging such a class 
| 

| went out into the hills and valleys to : 

bring these people to the polls to vote 

at the last federal general election. 

On the morning of election day the 

Conservative candidate published a 

Statement that he did not want a sin- 

gle Doukhobore vote, and I am proud 

to say that he did not get one. When 

the right hon. gentleman publishes his 

memoirs I hope he will include a pic- 

ture of this memorable happening on 

July 28 last. Just imagine a milling 

‘mass of men and women who could 

mot speak English with the Liberal 

, workers showing them how to mark 

their “X” after the name of the Lib- 

candidate. These Doukhobors 

receiving their orders from one 

Peter Veregin, so the votes of 

PRIN 
j 
eral 

| Were 

man, 

Come To— 

A Printing Office 
For Your 

Requirements 
TING 

the Post Offices of Sheffield, and at’ 

of Postal Service.. 

1,500 people were really cast by one 

man, They were challenged, but chal- 

lenging did not do much good because 

it was impossible to know who was 

who. The scrutineers did not know 

{what their names were or where they 

came from. All oaths had to be taken 

through an interpreter and when the 

polls were closed there were 600 Douk- 

hobors on the outside trying to get in. 

The Conservative agents saw that the 

polls were closed on time, and that 

ENVELOPES 
PROGRAMMES 

LETTER HEADS 

WEDDING INVITATIONS 
bors and particularly of the fanatics ing for me to refer to fires, but it is 

are these. First of all, there is arson, | not occasional fire that takes place. 

they do not hesitate for one moment | I have just received from the Min- 

and through the fields. And in other gaths were administered to all who 

instances they make special exhibi- applied for ballots. The Conservative | 

t ns, candidate polled too votes from re- 

BILL HEADS 

to burn anything. Their second pecul- 

farity is nude parading. And the third 

is defiance of the law. They have ab- 

solutely no regard for Canadian law. 

First of all they burn schools; they 

burn churches; they dynamite public 

halls. The department of the Postmas- 

ter General has before it now a claim 

for damage done to a federal post 

office which was dynamited only a 

short time ago. Then they show their 

|ister of Education in British Columbia 

la list of schools which 
1 ; | 
burned, and the information will be 

| almost appalling to the house. I will 

have been: 
Oh. oh. 

Mr. BEsling: This is not a laughing 

matter, I want the committee to ap- 

Some hon. members: 

ociate the seriousness of it. During | 

‘mention only those fires that have oc- 3 : : : 
a recent convenion of the farmers in- 

curred from June 1929. to the end of ? i : stitute, one whole morning was spent 
{the year. In that time they burned Fo : : thi ; . discussing the seriousness of this sit- 
seven schools valued at $14,700. They iva : 

uation. It might come home more 
| were small country schools. In April 

11930 they burned a community hall 

valued at $2,500. On July 1—it will 

vr Gx 

BRIGHT CH EWING TO BAC DAN. i 
§ 

ws 

to hon. members if they had 

> and bought the land alongside. 

one thing can be 

There was the great rampage of 

1929 and then another only a few 

weeks ago. The last letter I received 
| 

O
 

from this district states that the Douk- 

hobors are again on the rampage. One 

lady writes me that her children were 
| : 
coming home from school they were! 

confronted with a number of naked 

| Doukliobor men and women. She tells 

{me of two little girls who were on 

their way to her house and who came 

‘rushing in frantic and shocked by the 

| fact that two naked Doukhobor 

had accosted them on a public high- 

The 

the recent rampage into Nelson when 

men 

| way. committee 

| 

will remember 

1108 of these naked Doukhobore ORs, 

started a 

some ten miles and as they | 

yroached Nelson the fire trucks and, 

placed in goal. They had 
| 
| Le { 01 

a 

11 other kinds of trucks and wagons’ 

used to barricade their way. 

An hon. member: Carried. 

Esling: It will not be carried for 

wile. Twenty-four special EE 

w ere 

| 

sworn in to assist the prov- 

Ifncial police. One of these constables 

iad a naked Doukhobor | woman oe 

| each arm, and they just picked him i 

18 if he were matchwood, laid him 

in on the road, and sat on him, one 

on his head, and one on his body. i: 

] mn. member: (Carried. 

Mr. Esling: If we could take some 

th long, thin hon. members op- 

\Dosite or some of the short, thick ones 

| ana put them in the middle of the 

[road on a hot August day with two 
i 

savings tied up in a ten-acre 

't of ground and a Doukhobor came 

done—move | 

‘amendment to the criminal code which 

HONEY LABELS 
turned men who happened to be 

agents there. The Labour man got one 

vote, and— 

The chairman: Order. 

i Mr, Esling:—The Liberal candidate 

got the other 248 votes. 

members: Order. 

The chairman must call 

DODGERS | Some hon. 

Mr. Gott: 

order. 

An hon, member: He did, but not 

very loudly. MENUS 

| An hon. member: He did. 

The Chairman: Order. 

Mr. Esling: I want the committee to 

realize the debauchery of the great 

Liberal party in the last federal elec- 
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tion. 

Some hon. members: Order. 

The Chairman: I think the hon. 

member should confine his remarks to 

the section before the committee. 

Mr. Lapointe: This is the hon. mem- 

ber’s speech of the session. 

Voted Liberal 

Mr. BEsling: I am referring to the 

Printed 

ALL KINDS OF 

CIRCULARS AND PAMPHLETS 
to Order 

provides for a three year term in the 

penitentiary place of the six 

months’ imprisonment which is now 

the penalty for Doukhobors who go 

in 
PRINTING IS OUR BUSINESS 

NOT A SIDELINE 

naked. If this amendment had been in 

force two years ago, these maked fan- 

atics would not have been able to vote 

Liberal candidate. 

. government 

The Entire Printing 
for the 

The provincial 

amended its elections act to disqualify 

from voting any Doukhobors or others, 

male or female, born in the province 

or who claim exemption 

from military service. These Doukho- 

bors were admitted to Canada uncon- 

ditionally exempt from military ser-! 

vice. I look to the government to bring | 

amendment before an- 

other election is held. Those who are | 

not willing to fight for their country, 

should not be permitted to run it, If 

is not 1 

would suggest that in so far as ithe 

men are concerned, other 

should be taken to restrain their ex 

has 

Needs. 

elsewhere, 

Phone 67 
in a similar 

this amendment effective, 

means pi 
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