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Combles Captured by Allies 
After Prolonged Struggle 

a Mas i Strongly Forfified Position of Great Strategic Vaiue 
To the Germans---Fight For It’s Possession Has Been 

a Long and Gostly One. 

LONDON, Sept. 26.—The British have entered Combles, on the Somme 

front, the War Office announced today, and are overcoming the resist- 

ance of the Germans. Combles, a town of some 3,000 population before 

the war, had been rendered of small strategical importance to the Allies by 

“their long continued encircling movement. 

It has been of notable value to the Germans, however, because as long 

as they clung to it the Franco-British freedom of action in pushing their 
movements between Bapaume and Peronne on either side of it was ham- 

pered. Turned into a strongly fortified position by German defensive in- 

genuity, it has persistently held fast like a rock in the course of a turbu- 

lent stream that has had to be blasted loose before the channel was fully 

opened up. This process has only been accomplished by long - continued, 

severe and costly effort on the part of the Allies. 

Driving in from the south, the French success heavily swept by Harde- 

‘A 

‘east of Combles, thus threatening the German defence on that side. 

court, Maurepas, Leforest, and finally reached Fregicourt, a mile to the; 

Kikb TO HERD 
INOVEMENT 

Athens, Sept. 25, via London, Sept. 

26.—Former Premier Venizeios. whe 

is on his way to the Island of Crete, 

is expected to arrive at Suda Bay, on 

the north coast of the island, this eve- 

ning, or early tomorrow, proceeding 

thence to Canea, to address a proclam- 

ation to the people of Greece, stating 

the reasons for his departure from Ath- 

#ns and summoning King Constantine 

to head a movement to put Greece by 

the side of the Entente. 

National Bank shares dropped 115 

francs today. 

It is thought that this evening's cab- 

inet meeting will decide to drop two 

members of the present ministry. Rou- 

| fas, minister of the interior, and Voko- 

topouls, minister of justice. 

Pictnre House Was 
lamaged by Bomb 

Chicago, Sept. 26.—The explosion of 

a bomb badly damaged a large State 

street moving picture theatre here to- 

day, broke a number of plate glass win- 

dows and shook buildings for several 

jblocks around. The police attribute 

the use of tl:e bomb to the rivalry be- 

tween different motion picture oper- 

ators’ unions. 

If a man is inclined to lead a fast 

life ie sohuld lead it to a hitching post 

: and tie it. 

Allies Put the Tswn in a Pocket and 

# Moe slowly, but -none the less surely, the British have 
pushed their advance on the north of the German salient. 

Their struggles to reach and hold Ginchy and Guillemont 

were expensive in time and men, bul finally the German lines 

north of Combles and some distance lo the east were occupied, 

_pulting the town in a pocket, of which the’ opening was con- 

=lantly being narrowed by the drives of the Allied armies. 

Huns Had Only Two Roads Over Which They TREE oo 
? 1€ ex on o axKtavina, 

~ {Could Withdraw Men and Guns from Combles| : 

LONDON, Sept. 
received here, Venizelos will i 

people from Canea, Island of Cr 
rect the formation of separate 
Condouriotis, 

movement. 
British to close the opening, or at least render it so narrow Wis Wbonk duspaloh. to thi 

{hat what could be exiracted through it by the Germans would 

ir 
"7. The Openings Were Constantly Narrowed il- PREMIER VENIZELDS 

26.—-According to an 

the despatches add, 
|v enizelos include all the members of his former cabinet with 

10 I550E PROCLAMATION 
Athens despalch 

ssue a manifasto to the Greek 

ete, where he proba will di- 
government. Besides Admiral 

those accompanying M. 

minister of justice. 
The proclamation of Venizelos, it is said, will invite King 

“Yesterday came lhe combined effort of the French and|Constantine to pul himself al the head of a national defence 

Daily Chronicle says thal the 

not be worth while. Only (wo ‘roads remained over which the 
Venizelos proclamation will provide the last opportunity for 

King Constantine to place himself and his government in line 
“Germans could withdraw their men and guns. with the wishes of the majority of the Greek people, who do 

The single track railroad running through the place had {not want any declaration of the dethronement of the monarch. 
¢ 3 - J m A v a . 4 Jeg y 3 ks CH Po 
long since been rendered useless. Attacking from the north, he despatch says that Venizelos will call for a general mobil 

ation throughout the Island of Crete for the purpose of na- iene 5 BE) H od M V LL iza I I Sneral Haig’. Toxdes pusher on amd qdeupied Morval, cuftin *®|tional defence. He will then visit Mytilene, Chios and Samos 
[before proceeding to Saloniki. 

Not Believed That Any Considerable Leonidas Embericos, owner. of the National Steam Naviga- 

Hig Co., and reputed to be the richest man in Greece, is re- 
Force of Germans Rémained in Combles|joried (0 have informed Admiral Gondouriolis of his inten. 

joey Eo 7 sh pus . \ lion to place his whole forune att he disposal of the national Striking from the south, the French pushed their line to I 
‘ 4 ; : ¢ ; $ defe men jefore ing &) *- {he environ of Fregicourt, severing communication with Com- | Géfence movement. e leaving Athens Admiral Condour 

iolis offered (he King his resignation as royal aide de c¢ 

‘the nor therly road running to LeTransloy. 

| 
re = camp. 

Biles over the southerly road, that striking loward Sally. I AM I 

‘The gap between Morval and Fregicourt, a mile and a half | feiss oie CW NA Re pine 

in width, and reaching back toward Combles, was swept from t THE APPEAL + 
«either and by the combined artillery of Frenth and British. i BEE data Reis RAC A ag EE TE Lt As, : 

It is nol thought probable thal any considerable force of + talion (New Brunswick Kilties—Sir Sam's Own) appeal to every man 3 
sermans remained in Combles. During yesterday, when it + who is physically fit to put on the Tartan of Clan MacLean. : 
was becoming evident that the Allied forces were achieving + + 
“their object of closing in to the east of the town, the Germans + THE TARTAN OF GOOD CLAN MACLEAN. + 
are reported to have begun withdrawing guns from i) = mer x 

: : (By Major C. G. Geggie.) £3 

ALLIES IMPROVE POSITION. r 
5 Oh, men of the Thistle, the Shamrock, the Rose, 

PARIS, Sept. 26.—Fighting continued all night north of |4 Bupa ME Ui A a 
the Somme, the Germans making desperate efforts to stem | # A GEER TCA 7 CE SE 
the tide which is engulfing Combles. The Allies have even E> 2 ih 
improved their sitions sli lv. |% ome, follow the leaders who gave of their blood, 

2 a 1 ; posit we alight y $ That the flag of their country be never down trod. 

ANOTHER ZEPPELIN RAID + Come, fight ye with might, and come fight ye with main, 
fi bod Come, put on the Tartan of good Clan MacLean! 

LONDON, Sepl. 26.—The Zeppelin raid of last night, the t We want you, we need you, oh, men cf the Gael, 
second within a week, was made by several airships between |¥ / nd you of the Green Isle, we know you'll not fail. 
40.30 o’clock and midnig sht. The official account said that % Come out, lusty Saxon, and strike for your ain, 
probably six Zeppelins tool part in the attack. “ome, put on the Tartan of good Cian Maokesn! 

Te ROZRO i IE PE TE RH BRC SR SHE IE AE BE BR ST Se SE Sea 

cl ment given to the press expressed the 
¢|slrenglhen the 
| lente powers. 

TORE 
ON WESTERN FRONT 

Most Splendid of all Attacks Since the 
Begining of the Big Drive---Lines 
Pushed forward on a Front of 5000 
Yards---fighting in the Open, 

British Front in France, Sept. 25, via London, Sept. 26.— 
This has been another great day for the Anglo-French forces 
cn the Somme. As a spectacle for the observer, it was the 

the commencement of the first great offensive. 

What either army was (rying to do and how they were do- 
ing it, the positions they held and fought to conquer in the 
team play of the blue French legions and the khaki clad bri- 
gades of Brilain, were comprehensible to the eye in the glori- 
ous autumn sunlight for a sweep of ten miles. 

The scene had the intoxicalion of war's grandeur—if war 
can be said to have any grandeur. 

boeuf and have advanced their line on a front of 8,000 vards 
for an average depth of 1,000 yards. The French have storm- 
ed Rancourt and have pushed their line to the outskirts of the_ 

nttle village of Fregicouri, a mile east and a little north of 
Combles. The German stronghold of Combles is vietually iso- 
ated, and its occupation by the Allied forces imminent. 

Correspondent Walked Through an Area 
Which Reverberated with Blasts of Big Guns 
The correspondent went forward yesterday over the ridge 

in the Devil's Wood and Ginchy Wood, where the British had 
fought for over lwo months to gain. 

He walked for two miles through an area which reverber- 
ated lo the blasts of greal guns, picking his way between the 

jbursts of flame from the crashing balteries and moving around 

the rows of cannons like one who seeks a ford in a stream. 

On the other side of the ridge he saw guns where he had 
never seen them before, on the promised land on the lower 

levels which the British had won by persistent siege work. 
The guns were close to the British infantry, who listened 

to the chorus as they prepared for the charge in today's attack. 
“The usual artillery preparation,” explained an artillery 

officer. 

Feeding Shelis Into the Gun Breeches as 
Grain is Fed Into a Threshing Machine 

On his return the correspondent decided that he would not 
pass through that wilderness of British guns of all sizes and 

calibre while he had any hearing left, for every one of the guns 
was firing at top speed. He chose a gallery which took him 
past many balteries whieh for two miles were pouring out 

their share of the sanguine tempest of fire. 
From the ruins of some old German trenches, whence the 

battle panorama stretched before him, the correspondent had 

a near view of trench gunners who were feeding shells into 
lhe gun breeches as grain is fed into the threshing machine, 
with the mechanical precision of automatons. 

British wounded said their great gratification was that it 
was becoming an even fight since the Germans had no more 
prepared lines, bul both parties were fighting in the open. 

According to British officers, the Germans on the fighting 
front have no longer any trenches except those dug under fire. 

Chief of Staff of the Greek Army, Who 

Commanded at Saloniki, Has Resigned 
LONDON, Sept. 26.—General Constantine Moschopoulos, 

chief of staff of the Greek army, has resigned, according to 
la Reuter despatch from Athens. 

General Moschopoulos commanded the Greek forces at 

¥1Saloniki al the time of the landing of the Anglo-French expe- 
:| ditionary force, and was generally reported to be friendly to 
:| the cause of the Allies. 

In August he was appointed chief of staff, and in a state- 

hope that he could 
good relations belween Greece and the En- 

*1 think I can be an effective advocale of the Entente,” 
xX he said. 

most splendid of al! the attacks made by the Allied forces since 

Tonight the British have taken half of Morval, all of Les-


