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Hon. Bob Rogers Deci;res That Judges

Who Accept Fees

For Royal Commiss-

ion Work Are Grafters---Minister As-
sumes Insolent Attitude While on the
Witness Stand--Was Giving Evidence
Before Agricultural College Com.

(Toronto Globe.)

Had the ex-Honorary Colonel Allison
accused Mr. Justice Meredith of fee-
grafting, as Hon. Robert Rogers charg-
ed Mr. Justice Galt, one wonders what
would have happened! The Minister
of Public Works has played many parts
in his time that called for public re-
probation, but it is doubtful is, in the
whole course of his erratic career he
has merited so fully the condemnation
of right-thinking men as he did in his
attitude before the Agricultural Col-
lege Commission at Winnipeg.

The circumstances that led Mr. Jus-
tice Galt to call upon the Minister of
Public Works for an explanation were,
to say the least, of a suspicious charac-
tar. that scemed to involve the politica'
reputation, if not the honer, of a mem-
ser of the Dominion cabinet. It was
an occasion when a responsible Minis-
ter of the Crown might have heen ex-
pected to betray some sense of respon-
sibility in face of admitted facts, and
to conduzt himself with becoming de-
corum as a public servant called upon
to render an account of his steward-
ship. As the case is sub judice, it is
not necessary here to refer to tle evi-
dence of Mr. Carter ihal first brought
the Minister's name into the public
eye in connection with the contract
for the building of the Agricultural Col-
lege. But the people of Canada have
the right to take cognizance cf the in-
solent attitude adopted by a responsi-
ble Minister toward the judicial bench.
They have a jealous concern for tne
independence of the judicary, which is
cne of the most cnerished traditions of
British liberty. Anything that tends
to impair the freedom and dignity of
the befich weakens respect for the law,
and saps and undermines the whole
fabric ol justice on which sociely rests.

I this

Things have come to a queer pass in

country when a Minister, who
under a cloud of suspicion is afforded
an opportunity to give evidence in his
own defence, seeks to convert a Roya
Commission into a vestibule of the De-
partment of Public Works and hold up
to public centempt an eminent judge
who is appointed to report on a case
with which the Minister's name has
been connected by the confessions of
the contractor. True, a commission
is not a court of justice, nor does Mr.
Justice Galt act as commissioner in his
judicial capacity, but the charge that
was brought against him by Hon. Rob-
ert Rogers of accepting fees, which
“would undoubtedly represent nothing
but pure and simple graft,” will be in-
terpreted by the man in the street as a
public arraignment of a judge by a
cabinet minister, and a general asper-
sion upon the Canadian bench.

One is tempted to inguire what the
fate of Mr. Justice Galt would be were
the judges of Canada subject to pe-
litical pressure and removable by any
other precess than by petition to Par-
liament. The conduct of Mr. Rogers
would be flagrantly improper were he
|a private citizen only, but in his capa-
;('il,\‘ as a Minister his offence against
| public decency and the traditions of
constitutional government are open to

grave censure.

This discreditable incident opens up
| the whole question of the appointment
!‘bl’ judges as commissioners, and is one
{ that calls for review. The farther re-
| moved the judiciary is from the hopes
of reward or the fears of removal, the
more immune it will be from the im-
proper pressure of ministers and poli-
ticians, and the greater the security it
will afford for the impartial adminis-
tration of the law.
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/ HESE three Pals of the C.P.R. staff in London, England (reading
1 l from left to right: R. J. Harden, Passenger Department; E. G.

Moore, Advertising Department; and P. T. Roberts, Management De-
partment), at the Outbreak of War lost no time in offering their services
for their King and Country, and within eight days of the Deciaration of
War they had all been posted to the 24th County of London Regiment
(The Que s

They trained together, and early in 1915 they crossed together to
France. They shared together the privations of trench warfare in the
early months of that year, and in the great battles in which their Regi-
ment took part; but in May all three were wounded, Harden and Roberts
only slightly, but Moore, in the Givenchy fight, was so seriously injured
that he was invalided to England and since his recovery has, to his great
regret, been fit for Home service only. Harde nd Roberts had rejoined
their Regiment by June and a month later Harden, who had been promot-
ed to Lance-Corporal, was again hit, this time very seriously and since
then remained in Wharncliffe Hospital, Sheffield, where he has under-
gone so many operations that he is looked wpon as a wonaer by his
doctors and a darling by his nurses and lady visitors. Though no longer
able to take his part in the strenuous work at the front, he has yet had
plenty of opportunity of showing his posseasion of one of the most sol-
dierly virtues—patient endurance. It is hoped that after fifteen months
in hospital he will soon be able to return to the service of the Company.

Roberts, the only remaining member of the trio, was promoted Cor-
poral at the end of 1915, and news niow comes of his promotion to the
rank of Sergeant and the award to him of tke Military Medal “for bravery
in the field,” in an action on May 23rd last. In decorating him General
Sir Henry Wilson—the Corps Commander—stated the award was
given “For gallantly leading an attack on a flank under very heavy fire,
and directing his men in operations for four hours after being wounded.”
During these operations he was wounded, but has again rejoined his
Regiment, and seems to be under the impression that he has not yet done
all his bit.

SCOTCH SETTLEMENT

Good Grain and Root Crops This Year
Notes of Personal Interest.

home at French Lake, Sunbury Co.

Mrs. George S. Hagerman, who has
been visiting at Andover and other up-
river points, is expected home this eve-
T T 'ningt

Miss M. Hazel Murch,

spent several days last

Bear Island,

week in this

Scotech Settlement, Sept. 25.— Har-

vesting operations of the grain crop

are abcut completed in this section,|place, the guest of her aunt, Mrs. Helen
and the farmers are quite satisfied|S. Reed.
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with the results. Mr. Byron Gunater, Fredericton, is

A good many availed themselves of spending a few days at Mr. Amos A.

the high price of potatoes, and have | Mitchell’s.
been hauling thme to the cars at Kes-

There are some reports of rust

wick.

quite badly affected.
Turnips are growing very fast since

CASTORIA

For Infants and Children
In Use For Over 30 Years

the rains and will be a good crop.
Mrs. Joseph Smith, St. Marys Ferry,
spent last week with her mother, Mrs. |

Lydia Clark, who is very ill Always bears
Mrs. Hargrove, who has spet the the ) M‘
summer with her daughter, Mrs. ll Signature of 7 o

Woodbury Clark, has returned to her

MAP OF N. B.,, SHOWING ROUTE FOLLOWED BY BEARERS OF THE FIERY CROSS IN LIEUT. COL. GUTHRIE'S RECRUITING CAMPAIGN.
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Suitings in all the latest patterns.

Latest Style Creations

Including every new mode for critical trade, are now on dis--
play. The large hat, in a new variety of shapes, is very pop-

ular. Many of them trimmed in ostrich, which is a salient.
feature of the coming season.

Small hats g.reatly in evidence in new color, blends, are
shown in attractive array for the tailored suit, conspicuous
among them being the Beretta and Jockey hat.

MISS MORGAN Queen Street

Time to think about one for the summer. No la Aut-
ographic Kodak Junior, rectangular pictures 2 1-2 » 4 1.4,
price $11.00 and $13.00, is worth leoking over. Simplicit
marks it in every respect. Let us show you one. :

C. Fred. Chestnut

672 QUEEN STREET.

The Qualliy
Drug 3tore

VWholesale Dry Goods and Woolens

Yelvet Goods

We have just opened an assortment
of Velvet Cords, 21 inch, to retail at 60
| cents, in the following shades:

White, Ruby, Laurel, Violet, Olive,
Dark Navy, Electric, Fawn,
Emerald, Biscuit, Slate ,Saxe.

Purple.

Also Velvet Cords 21145 inch, to re-
tail at 75 cents, in following. shades:

Slate, Pheasant, Viex Rose, Granat,
Electric, 'l:abac, Light Brown, Cardi-
nal, Brown, White, Ruby, Dk. Brown,
Resida, Myrtle, Olive.

Drop us a line, or see our travellers.

VASSIE & COMPANY, LTD. !

WHOLESALE DRY GOODS and WOOLIENS
8T. JOHN, N. B.

23

MOTHER'S FAVORITE i
FLOUR.

1s a little better and a little cheaper
than any high Grade Bread Flour
on the market.

Sold Wholesale by

G. W. HODGE

Fredericton, N. B

No. 8"FIELD AMBULANCE
Want Recruits

A FINE OPPORTUNITY for College and Normal
Clerks, Artizans, etc., to do their bit in Khaki.

School

Apply to

W. H. IRVINE, M. D., Major,
86 Carleton Street, Fredericton, N. B.

Graduates,

WALKER BROS.

QUEEN STREET, WEST END.

MERCHANT
TAILOR

We have on hand a full range of Winter Overcoatings and

With 25 years’ experience
in tailoring we are in a position to guarantee entire satisfaction

SUITS - from $18.00 to $33.60
QVERCOATS “ $20.00 to $35.8%



