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THE AWFUL MONOTOY OF 
PRISON LIFE IS DESCRIBED BY A 

FORMER DARTMOOR CONVICT 

“You will go to penal servitude for ed, and the milk is disposed of at a 

you c The 
| 

S 

time 

will be taught a useful trade.” Some 

such words usually accompany 

first sentence of penal servitude, es-|(liberately devised to find employment 

heap rate to the prison staff. 

same appiles to the quarries. All i 

hand done, and the methods are de- 

three years, during which 

a 

pecially in cases where the prisoner for as many convicts as possible— 

pleads that he has never had a chance {even the haymaking is done without 

to earn an honest living. Of course the |rakes or forks, the men walking In 

judge is acting in perfectly good faith, 

and he believes that he is serving the 

long rows to and from across the field 

using feet and hands to turn over the 

dnterests of the wrong-doer in consign- 

ing him to a place “where he wili be 

taught a useful trade.” In practica the | course, several workshops as well as 

convict is taught nothing of the sort [the kitchen, bakehouse and laundry. | 

writes a former prisoner in this ar- | The best work is done in the carpen- | 

ticle in the Manchester Guardian. [ters’ and joiners’ shop—and incidental- | 

The ordinary alert-minded cilizen, 1y this shop is the only one that is 

swith something to do and many mat‘ even moderately up to date. It has a 

ters to think about, can form no idea modern planing machine, circular and 

of the terrible effects, both mental pang saws, and two lathes, with a gas 

and physical, that a long course of engine to supply power. Farm carts 

grass! 

Within the walls there are, of 
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FROM BOSTON ON AUGUST 31ST 
TO VIEW ECILPSE OF THE SUN | 
—— ee — 

(Boston Traveller) (aid with tremendous velocity. At thé 
To see the sun in complete eclipse in [instant of totality, and for about a 

Massachusetts Aug. 31, either Chat- i minute and a half, the corona and 

ham on the Cape or Newburyport on Srominends will be seen with the 

the North Shore are the nearest.to l naked eye. 

Boston points for an approximate min- | “As we are now (and probably will 

ute of totality. 5..'#¢ [be for the remainder of the year) at 

Nearer to Boston from either point |the minimum period of sun spots, the 

and the length of totality swiftly de- corona will probably not be very bril 
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be in a Red Rose package” 

F 4n ~ TOTO rar tas 3 
creases, so that in or very close to £41" liant and instead of surrounding the 
mouth it becomes only partial and in/eclipsed sun will extend outward in 

Marblehead and Gloucester totality 18 the direction of the ecliptic. Brie cob ob. Malice mea 1 Re T ke 

j i s nan : sterday. 
only slight. Coronal streamers and the shape of | without losing his temper. Why If bh = y. 

Cape Best Place the corona depend upon solar activity Ino 2 000 Bad eoree URC nile 

which itself is manifested in the num- be no mob. 

The tip of the Cape Race point, her ang size of the sun spots.” — a a 

will, if seeing is good on that day, pro-| In future discussion of the sp=ctacle 
vide the longest Cape Cad totality. the astronomer stated: 

New Haven railroad authorities al-| «During the brief period of totulity 
ready have announced that special the following stars and planets will be 
trains will be run to the Cape. Offi- visible: Venus, very brilliant, low 

works more than eight hours a day. Teachers‘ Institute put the “Queen” 

A woman who marries for money The young ladies attending the 

idleness can have, especially upon the 

younger men; and so, Dartmoor hav- 

ing been the storm centre of late, It 

may not be without interest to see 

just how 500 men who form the normal 

population of the establishment are 

kept employed. In the matter of hours, 

every man is on parade with his own 

and other vehicles are made, and the 

operations of this shop could he con- 

siderably extended with advantage. 

In the smiths’ and fitters’ shop a 

certain amount of gas fitting is done, 

but not enough to keep two men con- 

stantly engaged; repairing quarry toots 

cials of the Dorothy Bradford steam- 

boat have arranged to run an excur- 

sion off the shore from Race point on 

the day of the eclipse. 

Boston 

the sense of being one of New Eng- 

land’s big centres for this epochal 

phenomenon. Tens of thousands from 

is beginning to experience 

‘down in the northwest; Vega in the 

northeast; Arcturus not far from the 

‘meridian; Antares in the southwest; 

| Spica Virginis in the southwest. 

“The centre of the shadow wil! pass 

into the Atlantic ocean a few m.les 

southwest of Portland, Me.” 

| 

Various Places > [end jobbing repairs occupy most of 

particular party at 830 a.m. and SOmM®- ive
 men, and, beyond instruction mm 

time after that hour he begins work. the use of a soldering irom, there ic 

At 11.20 work ceases and everyone jlttle of a helpful nature here. In the 

prepared to go in for age which} alled tailors’ shap employmen of a 

E+ caval ab T1LI§ or Shortly sa is found for about 40 convicts; 

£ Semmany pena rot Sat lof genuin? tailoring there is practic
ally 

«(Cease labor” is rung finally at 4.29 p. | 
._|nomne. 

or earlier on foggy days. Thrs it] 

is 

m., 

wil] be seen that actual work is in pro- 

gress less than five hours daily. 

“Qutside” Parties 

Futile Occupations 

It would be useless and unjust te 

blame the authorities on the spot for 

Now as to the manner of employ-iall this; they are hard put to it to 

ment. The “outside” parties are made 

up of men who have less than twe 

vears still to complete and who have 

{find anything at all to occupy the 

{large number of men in their Spm 

It is the whole system of prison lahoe 

whic his wrong and calls for recon- 

in and around the city and suburbs are 

beginning to make inquiries. Boston 

Chamber of Commerce authorities are | 

containing a| 

by Prof. 

astronomer. 

distributing a booklet 

special astronomical study | 

Frederick Slocum, noted 

Floods of queries have begun to pour 

into the chamber’s information bur- 

eau. The New England Hotel Associ-) 

ation also has prepared data with re-| 

spect to the eclipse and the best places 

for observing it. i 

Lasts full Minute 

While totality will last for a full 60 

seconds at Provincetown, the fa
ct th 

Ithe central line; Derby line, Newport 

Places very close to the central line 

of the eclipse, the astronomer stated, 

are Sorel, Quebec, Canada; Montreal, 

in the totality belt but not very near 

and Island Pond in Vermont; Col 

brook, Dixville Notch, Jackson, Mt. 

Washington and Kearsarge and North 

Conwayl in Ne wHampshre; Alfred Se- 

bago Lake and Old Orchard Beach In 

Maine. 

Today scores of Maine and New 

Come To— 
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at 

Hampshire towns and cities close to 

the central path of the sun’s shadcw 

the day of the eclipse are making | 
fogs often prevail at the Cape end On 

not offended against prison reemla-4 

tions. These latter, by the way, al-| 

though including some pretty awtal | through societies such as Toc H and 

characters, must not come under an|by private individuals to improve the 

armed guard ,and therefore cannot|minds of the convicts by means of 

be allowed outside the walls.) Each | classes on a variety of subjects, lec- 

party consists of about 20 men and [tures and personal visits, 

goes out with two armed officers in things occupy only an hour on one 

charge. Two parties are engaged on lor two evenings each week, and active 

shepherding, | bodily employment in the daytime is 

sideration. Every effort is made 

farm work, milking, 

chaff-cutting and attending to the farm |necessary if the mental training is to 

horses. Two squads in the have any lasting effect. 

quarry, and other parties are engaged Merely to show how difficult it is 

in the fields reclaiming bog lend, |to find work for all under present con- 

planting cabbages, weeding and the|ditions I will mention the fact that a 

like whilst in due season all hands 

concentrate on the hay crop. Another 

work 

common sight at Dartmoor is to see 

about 30 men or even more holding on 

small party is kept to maintain the to a rope (cne cannot say pulling!) 

gardens of the superior officers, cut|attached to a granite roller, 

the lawns, and keep things tidy zen- | which is used to press back into place 

| any loose stones which 

small 

erally. 

The work of all the outside parties |kicked up! Another 20 men can be 

is necessary and very healthy, bunt so | met, walking as slowly as possibie NA E oad 

far as the men’s future is concerncd 

it is 

posses 

ern machinery, no use is made of the | cart, but togetehr these contraptions 

milk from a magnificent herd of cows, “employ” about 50 men. No 

no butter or cheese making is attempt-|they hecoms dull and listless under the 
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Sealed she tal foil Cc form Nia could pose bly be intro- 
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have been 

{clustered round a handcart which car- 

of no value whatever. The farm |ries a few bushels of coke. Two boys 

s nothing in the way of mod-| could run away with roller and hana- 

wonder 

have led astronomers to prefer 
Maine 

: 
+ i 

a 

sites for setting up their apparatus f
or 

| 
'a study of the phenomenon. 

| “Ag far as the cumulus clouds are; 

| 
concerned,” stated Dr. Willard James 

but these Fisher, Harvard lecturer on astroa-| ) 

AT “the Cape is a very good loca- 

ee We are les slikely to have ‘these 

} ous there.” - 

according to Generally, 

gathered by the authorities of the 

Association Astronomical 

statistics 

American 

than 50 per cent. 

Boston will see the sun in 98 per 

cent. eclipse only—“that is,” stated Dr. 

Fisher, “there will be here a thin line 

of light around the sun but enough 

light so that observers here will not 

see anything else.” 

The eclipse begins at 2.23 o'clock 

Eastern Standard time reaches hizhest 

32. 3. totality at 

“In the beginning,” 

Seagrave, Boston and North=Scituate 

will appear on the sun’s western limv. 

From that time until the sun's disc is | 

half covered, nothing unusual will be | 

from two-thirds to 

astronomer today, “a littel notch 

seen, but when 

three-quarters is covered the darkness 

and gloom increases very rapidly and, 

as Mrs. Mabel Todd says in her little 

book on eclipses, ‘joking and trivial 

chatter ceases and the observers are 

awed at the sight.” 

Intense Interest 

“At about two minutes before total- 

ity the moon’s dark shadow can be 

geen approaching from the northwest 

Ey ee BBY —— 

terrible monotony of doing nothing. 

Just one more utterly 

On wet or foggy 

days (which are roughly three in every 

five at Dartmoor), when outdoor work 

instance of 

futile occupation. 

is not possible, large parties are en- 

| gaged in this enlightening task—each 

man is provided with a hammer and 

pounds a small piece of granite into 

powder! a day’s work will be repre- 

sented by about.-a handful of dust, 

which lies about until scattered by the 

wind! 

From personal 

| that the most popular and valuable re- 

| finished. If, at the same time, they 

| could know that there was being saved 

| for them a sum of money earned by 

| 
their own efforts and destined to carry 

3 1 

them on when they were at Liberty I 

| 

have been’ 

am certain that not only would a bet- 

| ter and more contented spirit prevail 

| but a great step would 

| taken toward permanent reclamation. 

chances for good seeing are better| 

stated Frank El 

extensive plans for entertaining hests | 
of spectators and are arranging tor | 

prelimiary programs of entertainment 

to accompany the arrival of the] 

crowds. 

—— 

Here ance There’ 

Captain L. D. Douglas, R.N.R,, 
recently named commander of the 
Pacific speed Queen, the Empress 
of Japan, largest of Canadian Paci- 
fic liners on the Pacific, recently 
i ght his 26.000-ton charge 

gside Pier B, Vancouver within 
44 minutes of the Pacific record. 

| 

| 

| 

] 

| baka | 
His Excellency Rana Phagat | 

Chandra Bahadur, Rajah of Jub- | 
bal, was a traveller on the Empress | 
of Japan from the Far East, re- | 
cently. He might have been taken | 
for any business man but for the 
presence of his wife, daughter of | 
the Maharajah of Kathlaad, Indis, 
who was attired in Indian garb. | 

Crop conditions in western 
Canada are most encouraging and, 
given normal weather conditions, 
the quantity and quality of the 
harvest will go a long way towards 
restoring confidence and pros- 
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DODGERS ~~ STATEMENTS 
perity, Grant Hall, vice-president 
of the Canadian Pacific Railway, 
stated recently on his return from 
a tour of inspection of the com- 

experience I know 

pany’s property. 

Final figures of butter produc- 
tion in Alberta for 1931 amount to 
22,957,522 pounds, which is more 
than 600,000 pounds above the 
previous highest year’s record for 
the province. Closely associated 
with butter production is a move- 
ment inaugurated by the Federal 
and Provincial Departments of 
Agriculture to encourage farmers 
to enlarge their forage crop areas. 

| 
| 
| 
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Major “Bill” McGeehan, one of 
America’s best known columnists, 
and Lionel Hitchman, veteran 
defence man of Boston Bruins, 
landed a 19 and a 30 pounder 
salmon from New Brunswick 
waters respectively in May. The 
Major got his fish with a four- 
ounce trout rod on the Cain's 
River; Hitchman was fishing at 
Hartt’s Pool near Fredericton on 
the Saint John River. 

John Cudahy, of Milwaukee, 
hunting across the Great Divide 
near Banff, and faced by a furious- 
ly charging wounded grizzly almost 
within striking distance and with 
but one cartridge left in Kis rifle, 
coolly stood his ground and 
dropped the monster at his feet. 
Mr. Cudahy has hunted in India, 
Africa and Alaska, but said he had 
never had the thrills he experienced 
on this recent grizzly hunt. 

\ 

Success of the bargain trips over 
week-ends and holidays which the 
Canadian Pacific has put into 
effect this year was further attested 
by the great popularity enjoyed 
during the recent Victoria Day 
holiday and in week-ends follow- 
ing. To take one large centre— 
Montreal— the city was literally 
invaded by the great infiux of 
visitors from eastern Canada and 
the United States and othrer big 
Cunadian cities report similar con- 
(53h 4X - 
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One can kick the rocking chair that 

nips his ankle in the dark, but the 
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