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. and German attempts to undertake atacks in the Apremont forest were
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Maritime: Light to moderate
winds, fine and a little warmer
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BELGIANS
DISPLAYING
ACTIVITY

London, July 15— On the Freri:h
portion of the Somme front, no action
of importance was recorded but the
official statemetn for Friday announc-
ed that the bombardment of German
positions on the Belgiad front had
reached a point of the greatest inten-
sity.

British Troops Hoid Gains
Of Second Line Trenches

Huns Making a Stubborn Resistance and Toll of Ammuni-
nition is Great---German Prisoners Acted as Stretcher
Bearers For the British.

PARIS, July 15—A violent artillery duel continues in the Fleury see-
tor, the Wai Office announced today. A German attack on a trench north-
east of the Avocourt redoubt was repulsed, the official statement asserts,

This announcement receives addi-
tional significance, as for more than
a week the Belgians have reported a
persistent and destructive bonibard-
ment dir~cted against the German for-
tifications.

These bombardments were similar
to those made by the British preced-
ing the opening of their great offen-
give, and may possibly indicate that
lunmhm' big forward movement by the
1Allies may be attempted at the extreme
castern end of the batle line.

checked by a curtain of fire from our batteries.
BRITISH FRONT IN FRANCE, July 14 (via London, July 15).— At
the end of a long day’s unbroken struggle, the indications are that the
\British are holding their gains of the morning, when along a front of £y
about four miles they attacked the German second line, capturing several EBHIBI‘ g Erﬂw
important positions. The infantry, which went into action shortly before| ﬂBSEUEd hy Bﬂats
dawn, anticipated a most determined resistance, and expected to pay high| Ttk
toll in casualties. 'Their experiences during many night trench raids B vk i me Ry TR ORBIRIN
served as excellent preparation for their daring moonlight assault, where'I‘;I‘m‘lisz‘('l“‘l'i‘;u-‘{'""l‘:v“ifri\:f";_“:Efl:aj:;
co-ordination was necessary for success. | collier Hector, reported sunk off here.
An unexpectedly small number of wounded came into the G e e k.
stations during the morning hours. Many were borne by German pris-|beén sent out asking all vessels to
oners, who acted as litter bearers: * o T Y b
These prisoners said that no attack had been expected and that the as-
sault before daylight came as a complete surprise. The Bridoh Tushed tHOE o e e
shambles in the Trones wood where the Germans had previously regained’sve was resumed today. The War
part possession. Through the tangle and over fallen tree trunks they|oOfice anounced
swept in the face'of persistent snipinz and machine gun fire, under condi- | i tine positions.
Hions where it was considered amazing that they could tell friend from foe. |
Germans, Confident That Their Counter 4
Attacks Would Save Them, Refused to Yield|

The Germans. building barricades and digging for >ln'l|w1'1 © i '
among roofs, refused to yield, confident that coming counler | =
[

altacks would effect a rescue. Among them were wounded,
who, unable to stand, still could fire their rifles.
" The Bfilish advance was made on a frontal sweep up slopes |
into the German second line and the villages of Basentin Le Pe-}q. : . o opt e
‘.iil. ’12:1;~;gmin Le Grand and Longueval. : \Slfuatlon of the German Army 15 VEIY Critical S“ys
Tiie Telegraph---A Sensational Crumbling of the
German Lines is Not Expected;

BRITISH OFFENSIVE RESUMED

that at one point the
forced back to their
More than 2,500

prisoners were taken.

Al this hour tonight it appears thal there is only one point|
in {hese German (renches where the machine guns have not |
{

been put oul-of acition and demolished completely.
Some Prisoners Taken Belonged to Corps LONDON, July
2ushed to the Battle Front Since July 1st|cvn front provides!

{ing papers.

|
5. The new British advance on'the west-
he theme lor exultant comment in the morn-

For a space of 200 yards the Brilish swepl past a seelion of

the trench where the Germans, refusing to yield, held out des- “The situation “ he German army is very eritical,” de-
peralely for some {ime in a fashion characteristic of the fight- "];”",\,‘. i l_k‘llh‘fmm“ : - ; " %
e on fthe Somme ] he Daily Néws. (he caplion “The Breaking Lines,

says: “The comparalive case wilth which the second lines have
heen forced lends countenance to the belief that they were nol
1« slrong as the first lines undoubtedly were. It may be (hal

Where the Dritish found the going good they carried their the \\'(;1'.4[}111«1 ]]m,\fm\'i task was “]"hi“\"“l.“'m‘ (he carrying of
attack bevond the second line. laking guns.and more prisoners \U“' I‘.”"*l lines, which the Germans are said to have held fo be
and seeking to gain higher poinls on (he ridge. | impregnable.

Some of the prisoners taken foday belonged to a hattalion
from diiferent sections rushed to the scene since July 1.
seemed Lo lack the usual efficient organization.

They

Against these advance parties the Germans began (o de-
velop sironger resislance.

Not Intended for a Knockout.

“Phe jmportant thing is to retain in true perpeclive the

All of the Objectives of the British
Were Captured in Less Than an Hour

The sucecess of the morning has won for the British a depth
of theee or four miles of Terraine since July 1. This means
also commanding British positions which obviously conform
the German line in (the Thiepval seclor into a bad salienl.

Virtually all the objectives were caplured today in less (han
an hour. Two German colonels and a regimental stall and
wiher prisoners found themselves in British hands before day-

nature and objeels of (he weslern offensive. I is not inlended
(o be a knoekoul blow and if the German lines do crumble sen- '!
salionally (hal will he a snecess conlemplated in the original |
design.  'Thal design is (o wear down the enemy partly by the
(he mere slaughler and caplure of his effectives and partly by
forcing him (o keep his slender reserves continually in moltion
[0 meol incessant atlacks delivered in widely distant areas.

inzg perfectly, While the note of the editorials is optimistic
i ey generally add the cusloniary warning (o the British pub-

|

|
|
|

light bad fairly broken. iie nol to attach oo much impur!:uu-n'ln lhis sucecess. g
SWEDISH MINISTER PROTESTS. \ Must Not be Too Sanguine.
LONDON, July 15.—~The Swedish minister at Pelrograd The Express commenis: “I{is necessary once more to warn |

Las been instrucled to protest (o Russian government against|he over-sanguine not to under-estimate (he enemy’s n-;muhiliﬁ
the capfure of the German steamers Worms and Lizzaben. il ties of resistance. The Germans are a hrave, stubborn and |
has been announced in Stockholn. says a despateh to the Post Lighly organied people, bred in [raditions ol war.
from thal eily. The protest is made on the ground (hal the ' almost in sight, but the last round of the
steamers were caplured in Swedish walers.
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fight will the |

l!l‘

hardest.”

|
|

Our goal i

OF GERMAN FRST ANI
SECOND LINE TRENCHES

British Troops formed a Junction at
Ovillers---Bad Weather Has Ham-
pered Operations Somewhat---Bri-
tish Attack Was a Complete Success
In Every Respect.

LONDON, July 15.—The correspondent cf the Daily News
at British headquarters in France, under date of July 13, in,
recording the preparations for yesterday’s advance, mentions
the persistent severe shelling of the German main a.d second
lines beyond Contalmaison and the Mametz wocd, and also the
solid and rapid progress at Ovillers.

“The British, pushing in from both sides, made o junction
in Qviilers,” he says.

“We hold all the west, norlhwesl and soulhwest parls.
There is. however, a slrong German position on high grounid
on the easlern side of the town, to which we have worked close
up, but which we have not yet been able o carry.

“From this position machine guns command a streleh of
(he Albert-Bahaume road, and the loweg ground beyond.

German Front Line Trenches Have Been

Unmercifully Pounded by the British

“More important (han any actual movement has been the
heavy pounding to which we have been subjecting the German
tront line Irenches on this part of our new front.”

In the course of a long review of the operalions since July
7. the correspondent says:

“We so far have been in general pushing up a slightly ris-

Jing slope lo a low plateau, the whole distance peing full of

hollows and stubbed all over wilh little clumps of woodland,
(here being in addition big German held woods like the Mamelz
wood. and various villages in German possession. The open
cround is everywhere seamed wilh trenches arranged as cun-
ningly as the Germans can arrange them o cope with just such
an advance as has taken place.

Huns Have a Carefully Interlaced and
Commanding System of Defensive Positions

“Lverywhere at the conneclions between trenches and a
commanding silualion, machine gun posilions and strong points
have been made, the whole being a carefully inleriaced and
conecled syslem of defensive posilions, every one of which is
commanded from a greater or lesser number of others.

“There has been hardly a poinl we have faken frdm which
an advance has been possible except under the fire of some
other positions nol more {han {ifty vards away.

Weather Conditions Were Bad for the
British and Men Suffered From Thirst

One fealure of the operations has been the difficulties ow-
ing lo weallier. In the earlier days of the advance the heat was
extreme, il was very hard to gel water to the men in front, and
(hey suffered from heal and thirst. Then there were lremen-
dous rains and the hardships from the cold and wel were even
werse than the heat.

“The condition of {he (renches became indescribable and
along them was somelimes impossible, even when the
witer had subsided the mud being deep and fenacious. It still
remains so deep that in many cases the men have wrenched

nroaress
! ?

their feet oul of their shoes.
“Phe bombers found il impossible to throw bombs with

« far as 0« S o0 19 ‘ R U] vooed - N 9 % s . A X
As far as can be judged, this plan of operalions 1s succec «F any effecl because they were fixed immovable up to their knees

in liquid glue. The mud is so slicky and glutinous that many be-
lioved (hat it was doctored in some way by the enemy-—
picion which has deepened, if il was nof crealed. by the fact
thal il seems lo produce a great many sore feet.”

PIRATES IN ALAND SEA.

LONDON, July 15.—For the first time this summer, Ger-
have appeared in the Aland Sea. according to

& SUS~

man submarines

Stoekholm despateh to the Daily Telegraph. The heavy lraf-

fic belween Sweden o0 {in lhese walers is becoming

increasinaly precarious.



