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A BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF 
OLD ENGLISH CHRISTMAS GAMES, 

GIVE THE KIDDIES A HAND 
on embarking on Christmas revels— 

‘svhen every man strives to do his duty 

by the children, and the oldest uncle 

delights to be their slave and dancing 

pear—'de ridin’ hoss of de rabbit 

family’— we may not pause to think 

of the veneration due to Christmas 

gambols because of their antiuity. The 

moment of stealing the kiss under the 

mistleoe perhap sis not an appropriate 

time for recalling the story of the 

mistletoe, as the Druids’ sacred plant. 

We are more likely to remember the 

North Country adage: “Pick a berry 

off the mistletoe for every kiss that js 

given: when all the berries are picked, 

there is an end to the kissing.” 

“Let every man be jolly,” sings the 

pet. Wither his Christmas song, 

a sentiment to which holly makes the 

in 

fone Buxoma present, 

| presumably, for at last. 

convenient rhyme: “Each room with 

§vy leaves are drest, and every post 

with holly” Stow, 

London,” published nearly four 

dred years ago, says that in time ard 

man’s house, as well as streets pea 

market crosses, were decorated wi ith | 

“holme.” So our fathers perpetuated 

the Druid custom of bringing ever- 

greens to towns and homes in winter | 

in order that woodland “spirits mizht]| 

take therein, and preserve 

themselves from cold. | 

in his “Survey of 

hun- 

shelter 

{the miracle plays of the twelfth cen- 

[been an agile sportsman, as a favorite 

tric k was to walk around a bot on the! 

|oars while the men were rowing. 

On Christmas even in 

Ned, 

darts Ike, 

mystery, 

often seen with a cart laden with holly 

and mistieto, reputed to be destined for & Simple question! 

Convent Garden. Either can throw his to answer! 
dart on whatever pinpoint on the It is a question that has been asked 

board you like to mark. | by children—and not a few grown-ups 

!—for more thn fifteen hundred years. 
Ned winning, the picker-up of un- | Think of it! Fifteen hundred years 

considered trifles has his revenge at old, and still a new question! 

a game of shove-ha'penny. Now but And why? 

an inn game, in the sixteenth century Because Santa Clause is the most 

famous, the most widely known and 

the most beloved of all legendary clar- 

acters the world over. We in Canada 

call him Santa Claus; others call him 

St. Nicholas or Pere Noel, or Kriss 

Kringle. They all mean the same. 

Do you know who he is. Can you 

answer this childish question? 

Suppose we try. 

In the first place, it must be made 

clear that Santa Clause, or St. Nicholas 

cannot be associated with Christianity 

just because he happens to pay us a 

visit on the day that we celebrate the 

birth of Christ. Strange as it may 

seem, Christmas and the ‘Santa Caus- 

festival, now 

the country 

inn, the ploughman, challenges 

is 

though at this season he is 

at whose profession a, 

—_— Daddy, who is ‘Santa Claus?” What 

i + 

and is belabored until he rightly guess- But how difficult 

es the hand that beats him. When the 

poet knelt to be belabored there was 

a coy wench 

“Buxoma gave a gentle tap, and I 

Quick rose and reads oft mischief in 

her eye.” 

it was a right royal pastime, known 

as shovel-board, and féw mansions of 

the Tudor nobility were without their 

tables, measuring some thirty feet in 

length, smooth and polished, so that 

the flat metal discs of the game 

{would fly along at a touch of the hand 

A Conjurer 

The Christmas party is likely to be 

enlivened by a conjurer. He is the mo- 

dern version of the Anglo-Saxon glee-| 

man one skilled at such a trick as 

throwing three knives into the air and 

catching them as they fell or, or dan- 

cing upon one foot. An Elizabethan 

has the line, “Upon one foote pretely | 

I can hoppe, and daunce it trimely | 

about an egg.” | - Later, 
So our merry charades go back to lowly form of the once honored game 

of skittles. The narrow little shove- 

“Jugglers and | tables common 

mimics,’ » Buckingham and sister 

as true to the mark as the coins flick- 

ed up the shove-ha'penny board by 

{Ned and Ike. 

they have a match at some 

ha’penny to inns in tury. Milton's line, 

dancers, antics, mummers, 

suggests old Christmas pastimes. Time | (themselves to many such games which 

revived especially at Christmas. 

or token, 

counties lend 

ian so inseperable, are 
when Christmas plays under the are A 

nevertheless quite unrelated. '|A heavy old coin, 

Ww. 

singular office of a “lord of misrule,’ 

who kept the fun waxing at across the room at a cork sent on a 

and where the whole company table, having 

boul appear in borrowed plumes. In |must be dislodged as to fall 

Scotland revels were under “the ab- 

(bot of unreason” but his office was {honored hole in which a token must be 

{put down by Parliament in 1555. 

as 

is thrown 
Christmas, as the very name implics, 

is distinctly a Christmas rite although 

a similar day, under a different name 

was celebrated long before the birth 

of Christ. The ancient Druids of Eng- 

land, long the conquering 

and Norse, lLeld 

furious 

curt, a farthing on top, which 

beyounq 

{a circle. Or an old bench has a time- 
| 

[thrown from across the room. before 
hordes 6f Romans 

x Chri : 1 In the clean little tap-rooms of many | One of the skittle-llke games sur- 
Almost every Christmas custom and 4 : . x : feasts and festivals at at same 
ho 5 hilo i t tel country inns games are played at vives in Buckinghamshire under the s at about the same 

gambol is venerable if not venerated. £7 3 Dp : ro ; time of year as we look for ap- 3 : : Hes = = Christmas which were played of old name of “langer-l0o,” in which the x as k for the ap 
‘When the good uncle throws himself | - . pearance of Santa Claus 

h 11 into “blind 's buff” 1 in court and castle, such as darts, at score, must mount to thirty-two exact- pear Ee Soni 2 
with a will into “blind man’s buff” he|" ~~ : ¢ J In other countries too—i ‘reecs | 

is playi k to Greci which feathered darts are thrown at ly before the match is won. On a ; pia St a MEL | 
s playing a game known to Grecian : 550 Ry : in Rome. in Eev RE CT 

= ¥ : : : _!a circular cork target. This once royal Christmas evening as you pass along 3 Go Egypt, as early as history 
youth and played in Old English as f ; > records, the winter solstice was the 

; E RE 5 e in bow-and-arrow schwoods, you : : ¥ AN 
“hoodman blind”— the players being : occasion for revelry and festivity 
hs ESE ar 4 Ing ane nn . E , ? 

blinded by the hoods they ER ht] All of which doesn’t tell us much 

When the und ngerloo, | ba Sa a 
St y for - hil we chanee hig 

their game, tl ctice in Ty vi, Ii SUPPOSE lor a while we. change hi 

moment, was owing, Edy Twice n, is half a crown, 0 St. Nichola 

suffer from the players’ u the game, and urged | Ha crown, I lay ) ; Patron Saint of Russia 

The ‘sport was known in the poet to keep on shooting with the Ic The next stroke is rty-two.” 

Gay’s kneels, and hides time as hot In the hitory of Norway it is wi JN Some time in the fourth century 

cockles. Each player in turn kneels, that King Olaf of Tryggeson could beat (Merry-go-down is an old name for (the actual date is not known), there 
: : 0 : 0) Yiv 3 yr 1 . : and hides his eyes in another’s lap, all comers at darts. He must have ale) lived in  Lycia the Archbishop of 3 L 

Myra. So great-hearted a man was he = 24a ER Tr ==—eres ~ : uc ee = foul . 
that he became the patron Saint of 

Russia and Italy. 

all blanks. . 

Christmas morning. 

..for years and years, th 
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Fill in the Banks on your 

CHRISTMAS 

Even if you've just started your list and it's 

-you can fill it in from top to 
bottom with these electrical gifts. 
find them attractive enough to be fit com- 
panions for any gifts that are opened on 

And.. 

ful service that will be a constant reminder 

MARITIME ELECTRIC COMPANY, LTD. 

Associated Gas & Flectric System 

This man was of huge proportions. 

| He was beloved because he protected 

[the weak against the strong; the poor 
against the rich; the good against ths 

evil. 

All through the land he went leaving 

mas day laden with gifts to distress 

and misery had been before. 

But on December 6, 342, so history 

records, he died—in the flesh, but not 

in the spirit. 

For years after, great feasts 

were held in his honor on this date 

and the spirit of Saint Nichlas was 

supposed to return and leave gifts on 

such occasions. But gradually the 

{ celebration faded in favor of the fes- 

many _LIST 
with these Gifs 

of Beauty 
and ashing 
done 
A na 

I \ Wi \ 

under his German 

Santa Claus. 

{in this country, 

“nom de plume,” 

children wore stockings, they 

place their “sabots” or wooden soes 

and 

| shoes were filled with playthings and 

nuts and candy; 

' childern, a small rod was placed beside 

the shoe as a lesson to the child 

Strange, how we, a highly civilized | 

people, still celebrate occasions as old 

itself. St. Valentine's Day, 

Thanksgiving Day 

Christmas, all were holidays when men 

as time 

Hallowe'en and 

| 

thing. 

‘Who was Santa's wife? 

Now there is a poser? 

while they be- 

pat- 

| 
4 

of your thoughtfulness as a giver. R&A 5 
“lieved Saint Nicholas wag their 

ron saint, worshipped his wife instead 

Rather a slap in the face for good old 

Saint Nick. 

Unfortunately her story is consider-| 

legendary than the story of 

In her youth, when told | 

You'll A complete line of Electric Appliances at 

very low prices is now on display in our 

stores and at your electriccal appliance 

Let us help you make your selec- 

tion for Christmas. You can pay for your 

gift with next month’s electric bill, 

.after Christmas 

ey’ll perform use- 

dealers. 

ed more 

‘Santa Claus. 

A fitting conclusion to Christmas mer- 

riments is the good old pastime, men- 

tioned by Addison in the Spectator, 

yawning of a Cheshire cheese. He— 

she—who yawns widest and most 

the most yawns 

from the spectators, wins the cheese. 

| Whereafter the curtain falls on old 

“Into the nignt 

OF THE 

or 

"naturally, producing 

FREDERICTON, New Brunswick 

Christmas sports: go 

and all.” one 

‘OLD SANTA CLAUS IS THE 
MAN OF THE HOUR THESE DAYS 

happiness in his wake, where Christ- 

| tival of Christmas. He is now known | 

Many hundreds of years ago, before | 

would | 

NN \Y) | Dy sh fireplace for Saint Nicholas | 

NN | to fill. Tf they had been good boys 

girls throughout the year, their 

if they were naughty | 

{roamed the wods, clad in skins, in 

goarch of food. 

Santa’s Wife | ) 

But wait. We've forgotten some- 

| 

~~ 

that the three wise men were passiag 

by her window, she refused to look. 

Just why she regretted this so much 
is not quite clear. At any rate she 
she tried to atone for her mistake by 

making the children of Italy happy. 

Any contrary to most goddesses she 

was reputed to be very ugly. 

Rather than steal any of her hus- 

band's thunder, she holds her own lit- 
tle celebration on the 6th of January 
which was her birthday. 

There Is a Santa Claus 

And here is a question 

grown-ups. 

Is the Clausian festival dying out? 
Why should this race with all its 

culture and education and lack of 

superstition, believe in Santa Claus? 

Because industry wont let it. 
Because children will always believe 

for the 

in the supernatural as long as parents 

see fit to let them believe, 

So every industry, whether it be the 
manufacture of railway engines or 
the preparation of dill pickles depends 
to avarying degree on the Christmas. 

festival. 

Therfore we cannot let it die. 
All hail Santa Claus! There real 

ly is one! i ro 

Locke Bunter is by Bunter (three), 
2:04 3-4 son of Belvin and the former 

world’s champion brood mare, Honey- 

moon H., 2:09 3-4, by John A. MoKer- 
ron, 2:04 14. He has been trained and 

raced over both mile and half mile 

tracks and is regarded by the Grand 

Circuit contingent as having real abil- 

ity. His record was made in the first 

heat of the Ohio Stake for 2:12 trot- 

ters at Cleveland, July 6, when he met 

Ankabar, 2:1 3-4, and a banner field 

of stake trotters. 

“48 Hours Exposure Kills Woman,” 

~—headline. Then how do these musica¥ 

show girls survive? 

— 
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