
THE DAILIY MAIL, FREDERICTON, N. B., SATURDAY, MAY 20, 1916 

[£5 
ep, er ~ 

VR H. M. BLA 
WAS ASKED 10 PLAY SICK 

Ex-Secretary of the Public Works Depart. 

ment Says Premier Wanted Him to 

Take a Trip for His Health---Says Col,| 
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Guthrie Can Verify the Statement. 
(Continued from. page 1.) 

Two Propositions. 

He then returned to Premier Clarke 

with my replies, and came back to my 

home between 5 and 6 o'clock of the 

same afternoon. He then had two 

propositions to make, both of them 

from Premier Clarke. The first was 

that I should “play sick and remain 

away from the office,” to which I re- 

plied “there was no Flemming about 

me.” 
“If you won't do that,” Colonel Guth- 

rie said, “the Premier wants to know 

if you won't go away for a while—say 

to Boston or somewhere—and you will 

get your salary cheques just the same.” 

My reply to that was that “I was 

no Bill Berry.” 

I was assured by Colonel Guthrie at 

that time that I was taking the proper 

course and he would stand by me. 

During my conversation with him, 

while he was making these proposi- 

tions to me from Premier Clarke, my 

wife and another lady (the wife of a 

prominent citizen of Fredericton) were 

in the next room within hearing, and 

can vouch for the accuracy of every 

word of this conversativn. In addition 

to this, I understand from several peo- 

ple that they are prepared to make 

affidavits that the same facts were re- 

lated to them by Colonel Guthrie re- 

garding the propositions of Premier 

Clarke made through him for me to 

“play sick or go away.” 

Immediately after Colonel Guthrie 

had made these propositions to me on 

behalf of the premier, I rang up the 

Minister of Public Works, who was my 

chief, and related the circumstances 

to him. He was very angry that such 

Rroposals should have been made and 

Again urged me to remain and see the 
thing through to the end. 

This all occurred on Friday. On the 

Saturday following I went to the Pub- 

lic Works office and attended to my 

duties as usual. Premier Clarke was 

in his office in the same building. I 

naturally expected that after the mes- 

sages he had sent by Colonel Guthrie 

that he would send for me, or com- 

municate personally with me, but he 

did not do so, and I had no word what- 

ever from him up to the hour of the 

office closing. 

The 'Phone Message. 

During the same Saturday afternoon 

at 5.20 p. m., I was called by telephone 

at my own home, and on answering 

the ’phone the party at the other end 

said it was “Clarke speaking.” I ask- 

ed “What Clarke,” and he said “Pre- 

/mier Clarke.” He asked me if I knew 
what he wanted to talk to me about, 

and I said “No.” He then said that it 

‘related to those charges. I told him 

Colonkl Guthrie had been to see me 

about some charges which had been 

laid against me, and I asked him 

(Premier Clarke) if he would please 

tell me what the charges contained, 

for Colonel Guthrie had been unable 

to state what they were and I was still 

in the dark as to the nature of them. 

He said they referred to certain 

© monies having been paid me for rake- 

off of ‘gasoline purchased by the de- 

partment, that I had also been charged 

with receiving certain moneys from 

the contractor who built the Normal 

School annex, and that I had been 

charged with holding stock in a com- 

pany doing business with the depart- 

ment. 

I told him the charges were serious, 

if true, but that they were absolutely 

unfrue. He then asked me what I pro- 

posed to do about it. I told him Col. 

Guthrie had been to me, acting as his 

messenger and had conveyed his re- 

quest to me, among other things, that 

I should resign, which of course, un- 

der the circumstances, not knowing 

what the charges contaihed, I had re- 

fused. 

I asked the Premier just what he 

meant by such procedure. I inquired 

from him if this was a British country 

or a German one. I told him I was a 

British subject, and demanded the 

rights which were mine under the Brit- 

ish flag, and that I did not propose to 

stand for German methods. I asked 

him if he did not think it would have 

been the proper course to have sent 

for me and have shown me the 

charges and asked me to plead either 

| “guilty” or “not guilty,” and if that 

i would not have been the course adopt- 

ed by any person who was intent on 

giving fair play. He admitted that he 

had made a mistake in the way he had 

handled this matter, but at the same 

time wished to assure me emphatic- 

ally that he was my friend. I told him 

I did not think much of such friend- 

ship. 

Again—Two Propositions. 

He then asked me if I would consider 

two propositions that he had to make 

—the first was that I “would play sick 

and remain at home,” which I abso- 

lutely refused to do, and I stated to 

him that I was no Flemming. He then 

asked me if I “would go away for a 

while—say to Boston,” and assured 

me that he would see that I got my 

salary regularly, I replied that I was 

no Bill Berry. TI stated to him that I 

was absolutely innocent, and for me 

te pursue eithexy, course he advised 

would be proof conclusive in the pub- 

lic mind that I was guilty and that 

public opinion would be so much 

against me that I would be thought 

guilty by everyone. 

He then asked me if I had any pro- 

position to make to him, and I stated 

that I was innocent and I would. fight 

the case to a finish, but all I asked for 

was a chance to meet my traducers. 

He said: “Harry,” I know you are a 

fighter; we all know that, but I just 

thought either one of these two plans 

would be the best way out of it.” 

He said: “You know they would be 

very sore if you went back to the of- 

fice,” and I said, “Who do you mean 

by ‘they? ” He said, “The people 

who laid these charges.” 1 said: “Mr. 

Premier, it seems to me you are show- 

ing them more consideration than you 

are showing me,” and he said, “Now, 

Harry, I am your friend and I tried to 

do everything for the best.” - 

He again asked me just what I pro- 

posed te do, and if I had any proposi- 

tions to make. I told him that if he 

would call a meeting of the Govern- 

ment at once, I'would attend such a 

meeting and demand that the charges 

he investigated. He then agreed to 

gct in touch with the Attorney Gen- 

«ral, as he stated he himself was leav- 

ing for Clifton Springs that afternoon 

and that he had only a few moments 

to catch his train, but that he would 

wire the Attorney General before leav- 

ing. or at the Junction, and instruct 

him tc call a meeting of the Govern- 

ment in St. John on the Monday fol- 

lowinz. He asked me if I would ar- 

range to notify the witnesses and take 
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them with me to St. John on Monday. 

I refused, stating that I did not feel 

that I should be called upon to arrange 

far witnesses under the circumstances, 

and he agreed with me. 1 suggested 

that Colonel Guthrie, who represented 

this constituency, and who 

here in might attend to 

arrangement him. He said 

that would be all right, that they would 

attend to that. 

He told me that he was leaving for 

Clifton Springs on account of his 

health, and that he was greatly wor- 

ried over this episode. 

resided 

Fredericton, 

this for 

My wife was present in the room [ 

with me while I had the above tele- 

phone conversation with the Premier, 

and as soon as I got through 'phoning 

I repeated the Premier's conversation 

to her.. I then rang up the Minister 

of Public Works at Newcastle and told 

him the Premier's conversation in de- 

tail, as set out above. The Minister 

was astounded at the Premier's propo- 

sition. ' He advised me to fight the 

matter to a finish and stated that he 

would be in St. John on Monday and 

would do everything in his power to 

see that I got fair play. 

Mr. Baxter Comes In. 

On Sunday aftehoon I received a 

long distance call from the Attorney 

General at St. John. The Attorney 

General stated that the Premier had 

wired him that I wished to speak to 

him, and I told him that it was the 

Premier's promise that a meeting 

should be called in St. John on Monday 

to investigate certain charges against 

me. The Attorney General asked me 

if I would arrange to bring down the 

witnesses, and I told him “No,” that I 

did not think I should be asked to do 

that, and I referred him to Colonel 
Guthrie; at the same time I assured 

the Attorney General that I would at- 

tend the meeting in St. John on Mon- 
day, and did attend such meeting. 

Colonel Guthrie, M. L.. A., went to St. 

John with me and attempted on one! 

or two occasions after our arrival there 

to obtain a copy of the charges against 

me. He was unable to do so because 

the Attorney General informed him 

that they were in the hands jof Acting 

Premier Murray, and I want to em- 

phasize the fact that during all this 

time I had been deprived of the privi- 

lege of knowing anything beyond the 

brief facts given me over the telephone 

by Premier Clarke, concerning the 

charges against me. 

There was a meeting of the govern- 

ment that night in the government 

rooms in St. John, and Acting Premier 

Murray presided. Besides him there 

were present Hon. Dr. Landry, Hon, 

Mr. Baxter and Hon. John Morrissy, as 

well as Colonel Guthrie and myself. 

The Acting Premier, Hon. Mr. Mur- 

certain charges had been laid against 

me and asked whether I was innocent 

or guilty. I told him that before re- 

plying to that question I would like to 

know what the charges were. 

Hon. Mr. Murray then expressed sur- 

prise that I had not seen the charges, 

and equal surprise was expressed ap- 

parently by his colleagues, Dr. Landry 

and Hon. Mr. Baxter. Hon. Dr. Lan- 

dry, who had the charges in his pos- 

session at the time, handed them to 

me, and for the first time I knew the 

particulars of the allegations made by 

Mr Colby. 

After reading the charges I answer- 

ed the direct question of Hon. Mr. Mur- 

ray, stating emphatically that 1 was 

“not guilty” of the gasoline charges 

or receiving money from the Normal 

School contractor, but that I had had 

¢ certain amount of stock of the Con- 

crete Construction Company in my pos: 

sion for a short time, while I was con- 

sidering a proposition of theirs to re- 

sign my position in the Public Work: 

Department and accept the manage- 

ment of their company for the eastern 

provinces. I further stated to them 

at the time that if the charges had not 

been of such serious moment to ma, I 

would have considered them as a joke, 

they were so false and ridiculous. 1 

demanded, however, that an investi- 

gation be held at once and that it be 

held in public. 

Hon. Mr. Murray then said that they 

would consider the matter of an in- 

vestigation, but remarked further: 

“Harry, there is another matter that 

we wish to ask you about: Did you 

make the statement that if you were 

put out of your position you would vut 

out of business seven members of the 

Legislature, including two members of 

‘the Government?” 

I replied, “No, sir, that is not the 

statement I made, but I did say that 
iI wore not given a square deal and 

if any attempt was made to railroad 

me out of my position, that 1 had the 

goods to hit back with and that T was 

ray, immediately informed me that: 

some hitter.” 

When the Time Comes. 

Mr. Baxter then asked me would 1 

please tell them just what I had. 

I replied, “No, not now; what I have 

are facts and if I have occasion to, I 

will tell them when the time scems op- 

portune.” 

Mr. Murray then veplied that the 

above was not the statement that had 

Pheen made to him, and I told him that 

I had made the above statement to 

Luther B. Smith in the Royal Hotel in 

St. John that afternoon, and that I 

was perfectly willing that he should 

call Mr. Smith and ask him if the 

above was not the exact statement I 

had made. I might add that the next 

evening, on my way to Fredericton, 1 

referred the above statement to Luther 

B. Smith, who accompanied me up on 

the Fredericton train, and he agreed 

that it was exactly as I had stated to 

him. 

Hon. Mr. Murray then brought up an- 

other matter, stating that I had been 

charged with giving information from 

the Department of Public Works to 

the Opposition, and I replied that the 

Hon. Mr. Morrissy (who was present) 

| had instructed me that the records in 

jour department were public, that there 

was nothing to conceal, and that at 

any time, as he had fequently stated 

in the House, the accounts were open 

to the inspection of any hon. member 

or any citizen of New Brunswick. 

Hon. Mr. Morrissy then interrupt- 

ed me to say: "“‘That is correct and 

those were ny orders to Mr. Blair 

,and if you wish informaitior. from th» 
records of my department kept from 

the public, ycu will have to pass an 

‘order-ir-council’ as I will pot be re- 

sponsible for withholding informa- 

tion that the public are entitled to, 
as we are only stewards of the peo- 
ple.” 

Mr. Baxter then stated that ha 
understood that that ‘“damm club- 

footed Carter” had been getting in- 
formation from the public works de- 

partment and that if he had his say 

he would not allow him ground any 

department, 

I told Mr. Baxter apd the other 

members of the government that Mr. 

Dugal bad called at the department 

several times, in company with eith- 

er Mr. Carter or Mr. Veniot, and 

had reqiested permission to see cer- 

tain public documents which were on 
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Mid-Summer Opening 
On Wednesday, May 17th, we shall have our initiatory 

showing of SUMMER HATS. Then we will present to you 
the most advanced ideas in Warm Weather Millinery. 

Dame Fashion says “White shall be the vogue for sum. 
mer.” We therefore offer foryour approval a very large and 
comprehensive display of smart White Hats. 

MISS MORGAN 476 Queen St. 

KODAKS 
Time to think about one for the summer. No la Aut- 

ographic Kodak Junior, rectangular pictures 2 1-2 x 4 1.4, 
price $11.00 and $13.00, is worth looking over. Simplicity 
marks it in every respect. Let us show you one. 

The Quality C. Fred. Chestnut ™,290, 
572 QUEEN STREET. co i 
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HANDKERCHIEFS 

Here is an opportunity to SAVE MONEY 

on an always most saleable line. 

We offer, for Prompt Delivery, a Large 

Range of Hemstitched Linen Handkerchiefs— 

for Ladies and Gentlemen—AT PRACTICALLY 

OLD PRICES. 
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ALSO 

A large assortment of Excelda Handker- 

chiefs—for Men—in White and Fancy Borders. 

Khaki Handkerchiefs, in Siikene. 

Extensive Lines of Hemstitched and Plain 

Hemmed Handkerchiefs in Lawn, for both 
. Ladies and Gentlemen. 

CAN WE SERVE YOU? 
o 

o 

VASSIE & COMPANY, LTD. 
WHOLESALE DRY GOODS and WOOLLENS 

8T. JOHN, N. B. 
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file in my office, that I had each time 

referred to the ministir of public 

works for his permission to let these 

gentlemen see the documents, and in 

cach cas» my instructions were as 

set out above, and on several occa 

sions Mr. Dugal had sent Mr. Carter 
or Mr. Venict with a written request 
that I permit them to see certain 

public documents relating to expen- 

dituree under the departmert of pub- 
lic works. On each occasion I re- 
ferred the request to the minister of 
let them have one damm hit of in- 

structions as set out gbove. 

I then turned to the Hon. Mr. 

Morrissy and asked him if my state 
ments were not correct, and he re- 

plied that they were and that I was 

(Continued on page six) 
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Indigestion 
and 

‘Biliousness 
Indigestion, biliousness, head- 

aches, flatulence, pains after 
eating, constipation, are all com- 
mon symptoms of stomach and 
liver tioubles. And the more 
you neglect them the more you 
suffer. Take Mother Seigel's 
Syrup if your stomach, liver, or 
Forel are slightly deranged or 

"MOTHER 

SEIGELS 
SYRUP 

have lost tone. Mother Seigel’s 
Syrup is made from the curative 
extracts of certain roots, barks, 
and leaves, which have a re- 
markable tonic and strengthen- 
ing effect on all the organs of 
digestion, The distressing symp- 
toms of indigestion or liver 
troubles soon disappear under 
its beneficial action. Buy a 
bottle to-day, but be sure you 
get the genuine Mother Seigel’s 
Syrup. There are many imita- 
tions, but not one that gives the 
same health benefits, 1015 

is the 

Best Remedy 
NOW SOLD IN TWO SIZES ONLY, 

FULL SIZE, Price1.00 TRIAL SIZE, Price 500 
|e 

J JUST RECEIVED 

No. 1 Timothv No. 2 Timothv 

Alsike Clover Mammoth Clover 

Red Clover 

I am offering these soods at close prices. 

Sold Wholesale by 

G. W. HODGE 
Fredericton, N. B. 

After all—since a Sult 

is made to wear—the best 

. of all Suits is that which 

"wears the longest. 

MACKINNON’S 

CLOTHING 

not only wears long past 

the time the average Suit 

is cast aside, but yet keeps 

its appearance, anc Is \ 

good looking all the time \ 

you wear it. 

J. A. MacKINNON 85 | © 
TAILOR and CLOTHIER 


