PAGE TWO

THE DAILY MAIL, FREDERICTON, N. B.,, WEDNESDAY, JULY 4, 1934

SAFEST SPOT IN NEXT WAR
MAY BE AT FIGHTING FRONT.
BATTLE OF CONFLAGRATIONS

(By FREDERIC J. HASKIN
in Boston Traveller)

Washington, July 3—The burning of
entire cities by means of incendiary
bomhs is one of the weapons with
which the war department is concern-
ing itself. Military men have tossed
aside all idea of regarding -civilian
population as noncombatants.

Indeed, there is-a school of thought
in the military service that the most
effective means of waging war may
prove the concentration of attack on
noncombatants on the theory that this
civilian branch of any national popu-
jation is the backbone which really'
supports the offensive branches.

Towards the close of the last cen-
jury a scientist by the name of Gold-
schmidtt invented themite, It is a
mixture of aluminum powder and ox-
ide of iron.
terial is heated, as it readily may be
by a primer, a violent reaction is set
up which wepreads rapidly, forming
aluminum oxide and metalic iron,

The temperature of the mass is in-
creased to 3000 degrees centigrade, As

; laymen are more familiar with Fah-
bow and arrow compared with the renheit, it may clerify the statement

rifle. He says: “As an attack with gas to say 3,000 degrees centigrade or
bombs, this most popular bogey would 5400 degrees Fahrenheit. Such a tre-
seem to have still less substance when mendous temperature not dnly T
examined.” 'trom, it is 1400 degrees centigrade
And Maj. Leon A. Fox of the medi- above the fusing point. Themfte,
¢al coprs, United iStates army, de-|inerefore, made in the form of a homb
clares: ~ “There are no' chemical|w,ulq gistribute a mass of super-
agents so powerful that one airplane yoated iron, fused to a pervasive qual-
can destroy New York City. Such ity which, instantly, would fire any-
agents do not exist. Improvements thing in its vicinity.
may be made but chemical principles
T]O not change. But, of course, scien-
tific facts never stop sensationalists.” |tUry, more or less humanitarian rules
Maj. Fox characterizes those who re-[0f Warfare were observed. Dum-dum
gard poison gas as particularly effi-|Pullets had been ontlawed. They are
cacious as dreamers. regarded as toys now. Submarines
Maj. Fox has a better weapon him- [Were outlawed as inhuman. Now they
self, in the use of bacteriological aTe a matter of course. Poison gas
germs. [He has pointed out to the Was utterly rejected. - Now it is passe.
army how bacterial warfare may be| Thermite was never intended by its
waged so that plagues may be har- inventor, or anyone else at the“time,
nessed and slay millions of men by to be used except industrially. Tt
the spread of dread diseases. was employed for welding rails, an-
Deadly Aid to Warfare chors, and very heavy pieces of ma-
chinery. Only in the clcsing months
the poison gas. Gases are deadly but| ‘One weapon of warfare Is always }of the world war did anyone seriously
not on as large a scale as the next succeeded by a more effective ome, | nsider the use of thermite in war-
war seems to call for. Men were DOtfmd if military men feel that poison g4  The armistice came before any
killed and maimed, blinded and crazed Igas is not sufficiently effective they  iq. use was made.
at rapid enough rate in the last great can turn to the plans of Col. J. E. War by Conflagration
war to meet the requirements of the‘Zauetti of the chemical warfare re-
|
|

the British army, acknowledged to be
one of the outstanding military ex-l
perts, regard gas warfare as somewhat
old-fashioned—something like the

In the closing days of the last cen-
Removing Bones

To destroy the civilian population
behind an army would be like remov-
ing the bones from a mailed fist. It
would still be a fist but there would
be nothing to thrust it at the enemy. |

The turning of attention to incen-
diary bombs, designed to ignite cities,)
munition factories, forests, shipyards,|
or anything else inflamable has re-!
sulted largely (from the realization
that too much has been expected from

next onward step in nationalistic com- 'serve, who champions the ultra-mod-| Now that the effectiveness of poi-
petition. ern effectiveness of warfare by con-|son gas has been somewhat belittled,

Such men as Capt. Liddell Hart Of’ﬂaragati()n_
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When a spot of this ma-,

attention is being turned to warfarel

V‘; at the office.of the Chief Architect, De-
B | partment of Public Works, by deposit-
{ | ing an accepted bank cheque for the

by conflaragation. The plan would be
to send high speed airplanes over
ifities, indvstrial centres, administra-
tive centres and any important con-
centrationg of buildings and popula-
‘ion and drop thermite bombs. On‘
Itouching a surface, such as the roof
,0f a house, the thermite would be re-
'leased and metallic iron, in molten
form, at 5400 degrees Fahrenheit,
would flow out. This tremendous heat
would set anything the least bit in-
flamable, afire, I

A great city would be ignited in friendship, :

from one to twenty places at once.

SCHOOL GIRL

CHUMS HAD MUCH
IN COMMON

' Pittsburgh, July 3—Two school girl

chums, who hadn’t seen each other for

four years, were reunited here in di-

vorce court.
There they found that they had |head of the National Council of Re-

more in common

j PR
Bach eloped to Wellshurg, K.

Many cities probably would be burned 1930.

as Chicago, Rome or London were

They were married by the same

purned in accidental conflaragations, Mminister.

Large civilian populations would be

[Bach sued for divorce on the same

demoralized and become a burden on 94y in the same court.

the military, In the case of industrial
cities, countless explosions would like-
I]y be caused to increase the difficul-
ties and casualties.

| Incendary or arson warfare is simp-
ler than gas warfare. Much larger,
heavier bombs have to be dropped at |

Mrs.

Both charged desertion.

The two, Mrs. Thelma Hytovitz and
Anne Elizabeth Reed, had not
met since their marriages in 1930, be-

fore which they were close friends.

Once prices are raised, all we need
much closer range to produce a suf- ‘15 some way to keep poor people from

ficient concentration of gas at one 90Ing Wwithout.

|place to have any material effect,' s

Also, civillan populations can be
taught to use gas-masks. In France
and Germany all civilians are drilled
'daily in gas mask defence right now.
"Moreover, the wind is the enemy of
gas. A brisk breeze will clear the
air of poison gas and dissipate it in
a short time.

J

Tactics Reversed

Tactics would be reversed in con-
"ﬂagration warfare. Instead of being
Qconoentrated. wide dispersion would
‘be sought. Thermite bombs are light-
er than gas bombs. No low-flying
{ groups of planes, easily  attacked
\Wou]d be required. Remote specks in
.the sky could drop the thermite. The
wind would be an ally. The brisker
lthc gale, the more liklihood of the
spread of conflagration. While civil-
‘Iian populations can be drilled into
\using gas masks, no one sice Shad-
\ranh, Meshach and Abednego has heen
able to pass through a fiery inferno
unscathed.

Another aspect of thermite warfare
(is in connection with the spiking of
guns,

In old time warfare, when can-

nons were loaded from the muzzle and
ignited through a touch-hole, the gun
could be put out of
simple expedient
spike—an ordinary nail of fair size—
into the hole. It would have to be
drilled out, a tedious process, before

the gun could be fired again.

of hammering a

A bit of thermite, can be tossed into
the muzzle of a gun—even as huge
a gun as the Big Bertha which shelled
Paris from 90 miles away—and in-
stantly render it useless. A little
5400-degree thermite causes the sides
of the bore to run together.

} These little touches of

‘ modernity
which military men are working on
today are indications of how the task
of a disarmament conference grows
larger every day.
.lthnt the safest place for a man in the

(

They also suggest

next war may be the front.

Sealed Tenders addressed to the un-
dersigned and endorsed ‘“Tender for
Public Building, McAdam, N. B.’ will
'be received until 12 o’clock noon day-
| light saving), Wednesday, July 18th,
1934, for the comstruction of a Public
Building at McAdam, ... B.

Plans and specification ecan be seen
and forms of tender obtained at the
offices of the Chief Architect, Depart-
ment of Public orks  Ottawa, the Resi-
dent Architect, Old Post Office Build-
ing, Saint John, N. B., the Caretaker,
Public Building, Fredericton, N. B.,
and at the Post Office, McAdam, N. B,

Tenders will not be considered un-

{ | less made on the forms supplied by

the Department and in accordance
with the conditions set forth therein.

IPach tender must '‘be accompanied
by a certified cheque on a chartered
bank in Canada, payable to the order .
of the [Honourable the Minister of Pub-
lic Works, equal to 10 per cent. of the
amount of the tender, or Bearer Bonds
of the Dominion of Canada or of the

commission by the |

WOMANDOESNT
EVEN SPARKLE

»
WOMAN DOESN'T EVEN iv nph(tay,

Rome, July 3—Italy’s famolls elec-
tric woman has flickered out.
During two months under strict ob-

than their early

Va., in

servation at the Rome psychiatric
‘clinlc to which Guglielmo Marconi, as

search, had her brought from 'l‘rieete,/
Anne Monaro failed to produce the
rays of light that amazed the doec-
tors in Trieste,

The psychiafjric klinic fannounced
today that Government agents took
the woman bac kto Trieste yesterday.

The doctors here were disappointed
at the failure of the “human fire
fly” to shine in Rome, but they said
other doctors in Trieste would con-
tinue to look for illuminations.

Adversity does some good. Qbserve
how many elevated noses have heen
improved by contact with the grind-
stone. |

e

— |

&' Canadian National Railway Company
® | and its constituent companies, uncon-

ditionally guaranteed as to principal
and interest by the Dominion of Can-
ada, or the aforementioned bonds and a |
certified cheque if required to make
up an odd amount.

Note.—Blue prints can be obtained

sum of $20.00, payable to the order of
the Minister of Public Works, which
will be returned if the intending bid-
der submit a regular bid.
By order,
N. DESJARDINS

Denartment of Public Works, |
Ottawa, June 23, 1934, |
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