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(From the Normal Light.) -

It was a lown in‘dear old England where 1 ficst saw the light
of ¢4y, For some time my life was one of dull monotony, wit-
nessine the ordinary routine of a department store, day after
day. Bu! ong day a change occurred; the listless, unsympath-
(,‘.li(‘ desciitude became one of excitement, groups of people
talking « At last I learned from their conversalion
{hat a 2reat war had broken out, and, as I afterwards found out,

How my hearl beat with joy. and for the

yverywhere,
il was the Boer war.
I lived in hope, for I fell sure that I would be needed,
My anticipations were

next week

and would be called into active service.
roalized. and I and some of my comrades found ourselves sta-
o barracks training for the front.

The training! Need I describe il? With
!=f:|)' o renew my work: with what eagerness did

{ioned in
what joy did T
1
L]

py instruction of our dear commander, and what a
thrilt it caused my heart to realize (hal each day brought me

e few weeks passed

nearer my zoal—the fighting zone. 1

happily. but too slowly, for we were eager to be off. DBul then

came the parting — lhat sad parling, for during «lhis lime 1
had formed many friends. Bul then the best of friends

must part, and so-with cheery countenances we said ‘“good-

bye.”” It was amid a volley of shouls and the beating of drums
that 1 bade farewell to my native land.

Soon 1 tound myself among the fighling columns.  Oh!
how T loved the din of battle, the smoke of the powder. even
the sharp veport of the cannon was pleasant (o me. 1 looked
‘the enemy straight-in the face, through thick and thin, for was
Fnotl fizghting for my country, my dear motherland? The
«seenes of horror and bloodshed I shall never forget! Many of
the brave voung.men who had left loving homes were Lo return
to them no more, while to others fate was less severe, and
~ent (hem ‘home maimed for lifernot to think and worry over
werldly tasks. bul to know and realize that they had done their
duty o their country. Many days did the sun rvise and sel and
find me still at my pos{. Then came an unfortunate day. a
hullet pierced my side and badly \\'ou‘)ded my master. My poor
master! What little’hope I had for him when [ saw him strug-
&ling undev its first torture, but then 1 knew he would live, if
there were any hope, to fight again gloriously for his country.

Time found us in a.comfortable hospital. where my mbs-
lee’s wound was soon dressed. - But what of me? For onece
I was neglecled. and whal lonely days L spent till my master
avas well again,.-eager for aclive aclion once more, and longing
to know (he results of the battles. My master, when recovered.
resumed his former place again, but I soon realized thal our
‘first misfortune was <only‘the beginning of our fronbles. for
qawice before that awful war was finished we spent days of
poverty and suffering in cold dark prisons. Al the end of this
livac our side had fairly won their peace, and as vielors we
gtodly refurned’home. The glories of the battleleld are small
an eomparison with the joy which each oue feels on selting fool
;on his native soil again. and {o each one of us, | (hink, came
the words of the poel: '

“Breathes there a man wilh soul so dead.
Who never lo himself hath said,
This is my own, my native land.”

Manyv years have passed and T am old now. | have seen
mich of life: ves, lived to regret the day that 1 am nol young
pgein.  For some time | again lay in obscurily, forgotten, but
ne! forgetling, for still | remember my place in life, and what
glorious days I have witenssed. The blood ol youth flamed
:agein in my veins when my dear maslter tooked me and my com-
gasas up al the beginning of this great war.. But, sad fate. my
dava were nurbered, the vicissitudes of batlle had completely
dle fsymed me, for the life of a brass bulton is timited. Still,
fneze is come pleasure 4n life for me, lor [ live realizing how
ge=ai a parl brass butlons are playing and musl ever play in
v wffairs ol mankind. M. E. B.. A1,
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- Your friends all
love chocolate
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“CANADA’S

GREATEST i
SEED HOUSE

HIS ASSETS.
‘I see. Jones has failed.

any assets?”’
““Nothing of any wvalue. The inven

A SLOW. STARTER,
| (P
The maid of all work in a Brooklyn | Hias he
household was recently taken to|
ask by her mistress for oversleeping 35 10, o ny
g g e t el T . 1. |tory which he filed with his petition
After due reflection the maid replied: |, £ ot yirler 8 28
o e it e X in bankruptcy shows that t ad 230
“‘Well, mum, it's this way; 1 sleep Al pr~e<r>n‘< S i e
very slow and so it takes mea long| o STt LOOS YL - U1K

time to git me night’'s sleep.’’—The

Sook’s
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Youth’s Companion.

Jotton Root Compound,

A safe, reliable regulat
medicine. Sold in

THE GRIEVANCE.

Burglar—The only thing I'm kick-
ing ahout is bein’ identified by a an |
that kep’ his head under the bed-
clothes the whole time. That’s
wrong.—London Opinion.

prepaid on
Free pamphiet. J
‘THE COOI{ MEDICINE CO

Addr J

TORONTO. ONT. (Formeri Windsor.)

{Opposition Platform

The following platform was adopted at the Opposition Con-
vention held in St. John recenthy:
In the event g_fAt_h/e Opposition being returned to power, we pledge
ourselves:;

NO PARTIZAN CONTROL OF CROWN LANDS.

v 1. We pledge ourselves to completely reorganize the Crown—
Lands Department, so that its administration shall be entirely
severed from politics and administered on sound business prin-
ciples under systematic plans by a non-partizan commission speci-
ally appointed for that purpose, responsible to the Legisiature and
working in co-operation with the Dominion Cemmission of Con-
servation.

TAKE THE HIGHWAYS OUT OF POLITICS.

2. We pledge ourselves to take the highways out of palitics,
giving the expenditure of the money collected from the people and
the control of the labor, together with the Government appropria-
tions, into the hands of supérvisors, chosen by the people of each
parish, to whom a detailed and audited account must be rendered
every year at the annual meeting, and a duplicate thereof for-
warded to the Department of Public Works, the work of the super-
visors to be under the inspection of a competent provincial en-
gineer.

We also pledge ourselves to set aside the money collected
from the Jicenses upon automobiles and other motor vehicles, to-
gether with an equal appropriation from the revenues of the Pro-
vince each year, to pay the interest upon the bonds to provide for
permanent roads, which shal be constructed as rapidly as peossible.

PROHIBITION PROVINCE WIDE.

3. We pledge ourselves at the first session of the Legisiatuce
to pass a law prohibiting the sale of intoxicating liquors within
the Province to the fullest extent allowed by the Constitution, and
within three months after the passage of said Act to submit the
same by referendum to the electors of the Province, and should
the majority of votes cast be in favor of the said law, then to
bring the same into force by proclamation within one year there-
after.

ELECTION LAW.

4, (a) To amend the electaral law sg as to make it impossible
for members of the Legistature to traffic with the Government and
still retain their seats.

(b) To make it pessidle for ysung men, when they reach the
age of 21 years, ta register their names and be placed forthwith
upen the veters' lists, instead of waiting for the tedious machinery
of revision a® it new exists.

(c) To divide the counties into electoral districts which shall .
each be represented by onme member.

(d) We will also censider amendments to the election law te
make bribery in municipal as well as provincial elections impes-
sikle.

PROVINCIAL FINANCES.

5. To obtain at once a correct statement of the financial con-
dition of ihe Province in order that the people may have definite
knowledge of the vastly increased public debt and the enormous
ohligations of guaranteed bonds they will be called upon to pay;
and to so reduce the cost of the administration of affairs and the
number of useless officials as to avoid the necessity for direct tax-
ation now confronting us.

AGRICULTURE. .

6, To give the farmers all the practical assistancs that the
resources of the Province will permit, to improx)e agricultural
methods and the quality and quantity of the stock upon the farm;
to reduce the enormous salary list in the deparftment, and to spend
the educational grant ‘received from the Federal Government

without regard for political patronage.
VALLEY RAILWAY. gy .=, =0

7. To complete the Valley Railway from a point un the Trans-
continental Railway at or near Grand Falls, to St. John, and insist
upon the Dominion Government carrying out the terms of the
original legislation and allow the Province forty per cent. of the
gross earnings thereof.

EDUCATION.

8. To always maintain and improve the educational service
of the Province and to co-operate with the Federal Government in
carrying out the recommendations of the commission upon tech
nical education.

IMMIGRATION.

9. The
properly

inauguration of a vigorous immigration .policy to

place before intending immigrants, whose number will

be large after termination of the war, the advantages of the agri-

cultural possibilities of New Brunswick.
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-FEEDS-

Cornmeal, Cracked Corn, Whole Corn,
Chop Feed, Feed Oatmeal, Middlings, Bran,
Crushed Oats, Ontario White Oats, Feed
Flour, Feed Wheat.

At LOWEST MARKET RATES.

Seld Wholesale by

; G. W. HODGE
|

Fredericton, N. B.
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BUTTER PAPER

Bring your Butter Paper to the Mail office or if you
prefer we will supply and print you 500 sheets 1ream
for $1.75 or 2reams 1.000 sheets for $2.75.

We use a Special:Blue Butter Paper Ink. It will not
run or <tain Butter.

SPECIAL FOR SATURDAYS ONLY
1000 Butter Papers $2.50. 500 Butter Papers $1.50.

We also’have in stock a quantity Jof Butter Paper
without your name, just Choice Dairy Butter for 25¢
per 100.

¢ The Mail Publishing Co.
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After all—since a Suit
is made to wear—the best
of ail Suits is that which
wears the longest.

MACKINNON’S
CLOTHING

not only wears long past
the time the average Suit
is cast aside, but yet keeps
its appearance, and is
good looking all the time

you wear it.
YORK

J. A. MacKINNON streer
TAILOR and CLOTHIER

Dollar Sale Continued

If you have not secured one of sur DOLLAR HATS, you will be giad
to know that our sale is to be continued te give you an opportunity of get-

ting some wonderful bargains.
Our Whaole Stock of CHILDREN'S WOOLLEN CAPS to be cleared at

50 cents. These are in a variety of Colors, and just what the children

need to finish out the season.

MISS MORGAN 476 Queen St.

NOTE CHANGE OF ADDRESS. .

“[MPERIAL COLD CURE

Will check a cold in a few hours.
ing in the head. Price 25 cents. Sent by mail to any ad-

Does not cause ring-

dress ou receipt of price. &

The Quality
Drug Store

C. Frad. Chestnut

572 QUEEN STREET.

Moail Ads Bring

Resuits



