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[Ate LUTHER BURBANK WAS 
UNDOUBTEDLY 

GARDENER OF ALL TIME 

(By Adam the Gardener) 

Tuther Burbank was one of the 

®"reatest scientists of his age. He was 

the greatest man to bend her 

to his will 

‘When he died he had devoted fifty 

years of his life to the improvement 

of forms of plant life which could te 

‘helpful to mankind. 

In those fifty years he had evolved 

mew fruits, new flowers, new vege: 

tables and vastly improved those 

which alredy existed. He had forced 

Nature to give more generously. 

He cleared the deserts of America 

of their tantalising prickly-pear and 

Teplanted them with shrubs that pro- 

vide food and drink. 

They Sneered at Him 

He performed miracles of horticul- 

ture. At first he was sneered at as a 

crank and a fool. In his early days he 

almost starved more than once. 

Even when he had attained consid- 

erable fame for his botanical creations 

he was condemned from the pulpit in 

his own hearing, for working in direct 

opposition to the will of God. But Lu- 

ther Burbank was a courageous man. 

He was born in 1849 in a small 

town near Boston ‘Mass. of English 

and Scottish stock. He was educated 

at the local academy, and then in his 

early ‘teens went to work as an ap- 

prentice in the plough factory where 

his father worked. 

ever, 

Great Potato Discovery 

By the time he was sixteen he had 

invented a method of woodworking 

which revolutionized the ideas in the| 

factory. 

But while he worked in the factory 

his heart was with the plants he 

played with in his leisure, time. He 

was offered considerable money tc 

‘triumph of his amazing career. In the 

UNLIKE MEN, BIRDS 
THE GREATEST 

(By Bob Davis) 

Key Largo, Florida— Among the 

apt gaier maniacs CE Feng to fight 

cords dite at SwoTieer. Tor the love F108 on the Gulf stream, which flows 

obAHE, BU Thats MERI He ok td serenely past the entrance of Sail Fish 

channel, just around the corner from 
have been better known had be teen 
mons systematic. the All-year-round club quarters, is 

Ch eo hh witcess, wae Tom John So We gives brilliance to 

tastic. Within a few years of devoting Enon, Le New EO ee) 

his ‘attention to plums he had pro- Comparatively few of his myriad. 

readers are aware, however, that John 
duced one of his greatest marvels-— Sedna {th t 

stands n amo ion" i- 
a plus without a stone. This he had = GA de Rn 

% thologist Tres ‘ 
done by persistent blending of the AL i ( 

He Ji RS i - 
small Burbpean plum with a big fleshy, § Fy t 1 Cn OY an To 
Beilin me n of intruding upon his privacy, 

whil andering 
He went further. He produced the Ls ht a Gili ie hs 

: i rough the wo y 8, r 
|“plumcot”. It is a perfect merging of £ Gi Sa i 

him seted in the shade, his ck 
the plum and the apricot, and he made % Pe 

2 against a mangrove tree, a pair of 
a great commercial success—for other . . 
Buh high-powered opera glasses glued to 

his eyes, studying the bird life of the 
Probably his most spectacular dem-' 3 sic 

- Florida; forest. 
onstration of power over Nature was x i : ’ 

g : ‘There is no turnstile to this show,” 
the evolution of a plant that bore 

5 5 x said he as I walked into his lina of 
peaches with almond nuts in their cen- ¥ T 

vision, “sit down. No reserved seats, 
tres in place of the ordinary stone— 

Forge umpires or referees. We are the whole 
two fruits in one. 

2 audience and no ushers may interfere 
This miracle he performed again 

with us.” 
When he made tomatoes grow on the 

same plant as potatces. 

much to his personal fortune, His 

methods were his own. 

For an hour or more I sat at the 

feet of Kieran and took a course in 

the study of birds. A phoebe, a spar- 

rowhawk, a pair of finches and a tois- 

Prickly Pear Magic 

Then came perhaps the greatest 
terous blue jay put on more or less an 

exhibition and left for parts unknown | 

with little ceremony, ech in turn re- 

ceiving what was equivalent to a para- | 

{graph from Kieran’s stock of bird 

valuable par- 

United States there are one million 

square miles of desert. The only plant’ 

that grew on these deserts with any, 

real nutriment in its composition was 

the prickly pear. 7 2 fh 
o Tees. 

It is a species of cactus. The stems ee a Aa 3 ; 
: ; “Are Birds like human beings?” I 

and the fruit contain both water and ¥ : 
¢ 3 p asked the sportswriter-naturalist. 
food, but are covered with innumer- * a: 

: > “All living things have points of re- 
able protecting pikes. 3 %) i 

. semblance,” he said, “but in some par. 
If cattle starved in the long dry 2 3 

5 ticulars individuals asserts itself. A 
summer months attempt to eat it they 4 3 

: : : case in point: If an infant American 
inevitably die from the lacerations . ~~ . i 

: child is brought up by a foreigner, 
caused by these spikes. thet chil Ks the tongue of the 

a i speaks the g 
When Burbank took the cactus in ¥ ga B ik 

adopter, manifesting similar manner- 

lore and furthermore, 

[hand very few cattle were able to 
stay and still further improve J ¥ 5 

plough factory’s methods of produc- 

tion. 

But his heart was not in the work. 

graze the big deserts Tecause of the 

sparsity of the food. With a hundred 

problems solved already, Burbank set 

about making the desert of use to his 

the # is 

case of the cowbird, which lays a sin- 

gle egg, let us say in the nest of the 

sms and tendencies. But ir the 

rellow warbler, allows its offspring to 

He refused, and went off with his mo- 

iher to a farm in New England. 

There he slaved away for seven or 

eight years, and by the time he was 

twenty-six he had evolved a new po- 

tato. It was a wonderful discovery. 

He had noticed one day a potato 

which carried a little bunch of seeds. ' 

Potato plants seldom have seeds. He 

planted the seeds and found that one | 

of them produced tubers of a size and 

whiteness until then undreamed of. ! 

He persisted in his efforts to im-! 

prove it year after year. At last he 

established the variety—the Burbank 

potato—and won for himself £25! His 

plant increased the annual value of 

‘America’s potato crop by more than 

£5,000,000 within a few years. 

This success encouraged him. 

country. 

and it was even a better fruit than, 

the desert 

| 
pg DER it firmly. He had grown hun- 

pe hatched, fed and brought up by 2 

For years he worked and exper! foreigner, with no fear that it will con. 

PO tract any of the habits of the foster 
mented. He grew tens of thousands -° ] 

t. When the egg is hatched the 
of cactus plants in his nursery, and oh 5 £8 

after years of labor he found one rk fledgling: hogs. all tha | 
b ht in by the warblers; fattens, 

morning a plant among those he had y po & 
F 2 kicks the warbler infants off the pre- 

grown with all the juice and nutri 
mises and is never anything other 

fag 2s i tesla Ac than
 a cowbird while life lasts. It nei- 

59 bie Leon : j ther speaks the warbler language 
nor 

Its surface was smooth and velvety, | Er Tot
s ais OE 6 inca 0 

man race. We are affected by exter- 

nals, contracts, diet and relations
hips. 

But birds as a rule maintain their 

acial pride and characteristics
.” 

We drifted into a discussion of the 

songs of birds. I remarked that the 

woodcock, most toothsome of all the 

feathered tribe, is the worst singer, 

his vocal range consisting of a dis 

at the moment of 

plant from which he had 

grown it. Their came the problem of 

establishing it as a plant that would 

not drift back in Nature’s pet way, al- 

ways becoming worse and worse. 

A year or so after he had first 

seen this magic plant he had estab- 

€ dreds of other plants from it, and 
| cordant squawk 

longed for a better climate. He sold never once did the hated spike make 

‘his little stock of seeds and plants to 

‘a local seedsman, and with his aged 

mother went off to California. 

There he found a little cottage 

where he installed his mother. He 

‘then secured {fifteen acres of rich 

land. 

* In the glorious Californian climate 

his genius flowered. His only stock-in 

trade consisted of ten of the most per- 

fect potatoes he had grown in the east. 

These potatoes established him in 

California. There had been endless 

trouble with potatoes there. His vari- 

ety put an end to the troutile. . 

Improved the Blackberry. 

Then he set his mind to the 

provement of fruits which grew so eas- 

im- 

ily in California. One of the first he 

tackled was the blackberry. The berry 

in America grows small and juiceless. 

He not only improved its size, but 

he produced white berries, and then 

triumphed over all other experiment: 

ers with a blackberry bush bereft of 
| 

every thorn. 

Then he evolved a coreless apple. 

‘He invented a new variety of quince 

with a sweeter and more palatable 

flavor. 

Then he turned his to attention 

plums. He worked every minute of the 

day. He covered his land with plants. 

at one time he grew 300,000 distinct 

varieties of plums in his efforts to pro- 

duce a plum luscious and. juicy 

with a stone. 

He had more 
nectarine trees 

in his greatest 

more than 100.000 graftings. 

A Labor of Love 

than 50,000 peach and gyer known. 

growing at once, and 

season he carried ouf 

its appearance. 

Today thousands of cattle graze the 

deserts where formerly they went to 

die. When the heart of the dry sum-| 

mer burns up the grass they feed on 

the luscious cactus Invented by Lu 

‘ther Burbank, and grow sleek and fat 

where once ‘they starved. 

His Help to Humanity 

This was the greatest triumph of 

his life. Not long afterwards the Car- 

negie Institution Washington 

‘awarded him a sum of $2,000 a year 

for ten years, to enable him to carry 

on hig priceless experiments without 

having to make a living for himself 
ty the sale of his seeds. | 

For Burbank was very little richer 

after twenty-five years’ hard work 

than he had been when he started 

in 

though in that time he had helped hu- 

manity in the most permanent way 

possible. be J 

Still he went on to the day of his | 

death, increasing the debt owed him 

by the world. 

He used no laboratories, no scien- 

tific apparatus. The earth was his 

workshop and there, backed by infin- 

ito patience, vast knowledge, and a 

marvellous intuition, he discovered the 

them with him. 

He cajoled and persuaded the most 

but 1ocaleitrant plants to become the mast |€ess was the cause of his failure. He 

famoug horticulturist the world had 

All the Year Rhubarn 

He turned the California poppy from 

gold to red. He made rhubarb grow 

moment a voice habitually 

! class with the nightingale.
” 

far from the object of his sere
nading. 

secrets of nature and made her share | fit Burbank will have conferred on 

rising for a getaway. Kieran actual
ly 

bristled. 

“That statement 

libel,” he exclaimed, 

malicious 

lifting for the 

goft. “De- 

Jills his long bill, his predilection 
for 

"the exclusive life and the fact that 

he is an insect eater, the nuptial 
song 

of the male woodcock puts him 
in a 

is a 

“When does he fling his intoxicat- 

ing solo?’ T asked. 

“Ag the shades of evening fall,” re- 

plied Kieran, ‘“the courting bird be: 

ging to plum himself for an express- 

ion of his sentimental mood, se
lecting 

an open space in the swale, not too 

At the approach of darkness 
he rises 

: - 

from the earth, upward inc 

the gloom and sings a few opening 

spirals 

arg: 

“Harmonious, definite notes?” T ask- 

ed. 

Pe 

ing 14 per cent of gluten just in the 

last year of the war when the world 

was shouting aloud for food. 

One of his great rivals, a famous 

Dutch horticulturist, said of nim: 

to “It is almost impossible over- 

estimate the greatness of the bene: 

mankind.” 

Yet at least on one occasion his suc. 

dealt with the nardshelled walnut. He 

softened the shell until it could be 

peeled off like paper. 

Then Nature protested. The birds 
attacked the nuts, and Burbank had to 

the whole year round. Then he 

With all this work he had not added brought out a “superwheat” comtain-|en the shell. 

retrace his steps and once more hard- 

ARE 
SAID TO BE LITTLE AFFECTED 

BY THEIR ENVIRONMENT 
, “Not exactly; but something in the 

nature of a tinkling roulade, increas- 

ingly deep in volume and range as he 

soars into the shadows. Onca awing, 

moving with the indecision of a moth, 

but ever ascending, he flutters onward 

with the high purpose of reaching a 

both athletic and musical. each Stanth 
on aeriad song and dance made the 
more impressive by virtue of its ex- 
clusveness. In a sense it is the court- 
ship invisible, and I assure you, Mr. 
Davis that morta] may not hear in al: 
pirdland a sublimer declaration of the 
tender passion.” 

en- 

crest where he releases his melody. 
|His song hag the tempo of a water- 
Ital spilled from space; a cataract of 

Symphonic beauty progressing until 
the somber shadows reverberate with 
the nuptial message, repeated again 

and again, the serenader overpowerea 

by the ecstasy of his declaration.” 

“Does the soloist respond to 
cores?” T asked. John Kieran led me back to the Key 
“Up to midnight,” replied Kieran L@r80 club and riggéd himself up for 

“or pust so long as the female bird @ S2il-fishing expediton on the restless 

pipes her single note of appreciation. Gulf stream. Many men have many 

Taken as a whole, the performance is Moods. 
| 

‘(Good Tea” 
—1is hard to define, easy to appreciate 

Thx CEYLON TEA BUREAU sought a 

descriptive phrase for better quality tea and selected the words 
“Good Tea”. It is an apt choice because “Good Tea’ has brought 

added pleasure to many Canadian homes. We had incorporated 

the slogan “God Tea” in our advertising in 1894. “Good Tea” 
is hard to define, easy to appreciate. No product can acquire a 

“good name” overnight. In the business world a good name 

may only be won by a sustained standard of quality over a 

period of years. After forty years of uniformly high quality the 

name “RED ROSE” is your guide to “Good Tea”. 

Red Rose Tea 
good tea’ 

434C 

INTERNATIONALLY FAMOUS 

HOME ECONOMIST 

~
 

Ny Mad MArthen. 

CAPITOL THEATRE 
9.30 a.m. Thursday, Friday, Saturday, May 10th, 11th, 12th). 

She will show you some astonishing ways of cooking 
new and delightful home dishes ... how to prepare 
‘them quickly, easily and economically... and you will : 

‘have the opportunity of tasting everything Mrs. Aitken 
cooks upon the stage. You will thoroughly enjoy and 
‘profit by these demonstrations. 

AND PRIZES TOO! Three wonderful prizes of| 
famous Community Plate, the finest of silverware, and 

many others, will be drawn for each day. You. have 

a chance to win one. Save the numbered coupon on 

your programme. 

Don’t miss this opportunity to see and hear Mrs. s. Aitken, 

You will like her, like her methods and like her recipes. 

If you really want to know how to prepare tastier 

meals for less money, then plan to come now. 

L 

These Demonstrations are Sponsored by the manufacturers, 

of these leading Canadian products: 
/ 

MAGIC BAKING POWDER WILSIL'S BEST HAM Edwardsburg CROWN BRAND 

MAGIC BAKING SODA WILSIL'S BEST SHORTENING CORNISYRUE 

CHASE & SANBORN'S ~~ ™ WILSIL'S BEST SAUSAGES BENSON'S PREPARED CORN 
(Corn Starch) 

SEAL BRAND COFFEE 

FLEISCHMANN'S YEAST 
/ y T BACON 
WEAR OR MAZOLA Salad & Cooking Oli 

NEILSON'S 
JERSEY MILK COCOA 

ROYAL HOUSEHOLD FLOUR OGILVIE MINUTE OATS WHEAT-HEARTS 

Stoves and Enamelware supplied by: GENERAL STEEL WARES LIMITED 

Come Brine Your Frienns) { 


