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EARLY STEAMBOATING ON THE 
SAINT JOHN RIVER DESCRIBED licton. It was during these years that IN AN INTERESTING M ANNER = ney Rr 

an engine that would combine steam 

| under both pressures. 

there was one attempt made to put a His zeal for wider experience soon 

| horse boat on the route. She ran for led him to the United [States 

concurrently with the after apprenticeship in various work- 

young Tibbitts was apprenticed to the 

| watch-making trade, first under a Mr. 

Robertson of Woodstock and later un- 

der Benjamin Woolhopter of Freder- 

———————— 
high and low 

(By F. H. Phillips, of Fredericton, 

in The Canadian Magazine). 

Why is it that mention of steam-|one season 

boating invariably brings to mind pic- steamers mentioned, ; 

tures of the old Mississippi, of sugar|were glad to give up the undertaking for his compound engine. 

cane and cotton wharves, or leather- For a number of years, however, horse | 

" necked boatswains and negro steve- boats were used to carry wood for’ 

distances from the sawmills 

and, 

but her owners shops and foundries, he perfected plans 

Now it 

plans on paper but it was quite an- 

other to crystallize them in wood and 

iron. 

was one thing to perfect 

dores? It is purely a matter of long short 

establisked association. We are prone along the river banks, and also as 

to ascribe any mentioned activity to ‘ferries. These horse boats should not 

some particular locale. Which may be “confused with tow boats. In the 

also explain why people usually think former case the horses were actually 
: Ee ow runs- aboard the boats and power was pro-, of the St. John River in New Bru 1 £ i 

wick in terms of the Loyalist period duced by harnessing the animals to 

of its history, follow that-up by en- long bars which radiated from a driv- 

For in order to prove his theory 

Tibbitts found it necessary not only 

to cast an engine but also to build a 

boat jn which to install it. It was then 

that the young inventor learned why 

the sage of old had remarked that 

virtue is its own reward. As a ship 
deavoring to trace their own ancestry ing box. The driver was dignified by 

to that hardy band of patriots, and then pile title of engineer which, 5 pas old Raine Sonal 

Ee SA A bint Ry RA = io Rd Sakae things looked darkest Tibbitts found 
and leave a wealth of rlver lore still |The chief qualifications, as they put it, | 

; undiscovered. The truth of the mat- were an ability “to shovel manure and | 

ter is that although the St. John has tholler whoa.” 

builder the investing public rated him 

a fair watchmaker. 

an able supporter in Thomas Pickard, 

father of a former principal of Sack- 

ville Academy, .and at that time a 

maker's day dreaming. But at the ap-| 
pointed time the grey puffs began to 
‘belch from her stack and her paddle 

wheels began to spin as the little | o> MOTe than just a means of ship- 
white vessel held her course into the | P28 Carleton County potatoes down to 
channel. The compound marine en- | 1€ POrt of Saint John with perhaps a 

The Steamboat Races 
In the halcyon days, steamboating 
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return cargo of flour and plough- 
shares for the farmers upriver. Steam- 

| boating was 

gine had been given to the world. 

The First Voyage 

also a big 
voyage was sporting way. This was when men took 

an excurison to Grand Falls under the their boat racing seriously. Years ago 
command of Captain Horation Nelson it was no uncommon occurrence to see 
Drake. On the up-river run the Wood- two or more boats ploughing the a 
stock Band was taken aboard and the 
merrymaking seems to have done full 

The “Reindeer’s” first 

ter for all that was in them, decks lin- 

ed with bewhiskered gentlemen re- 

&éplendent in frock coats and ruffled | 
justice to the occasion. Returning. a 

stop was made at the village of To- 

pique where Benjamin Beveridge, 

father of .ithe community, donated a 

fine pair of antlers to deck the gallant 

“Reindear.” 

number of | 

hoop-skirted ladies, as well, who had 

shirts, and after a gooq 

{ 
| come along to see the race to a finish. 

Ang were at 
once contestants and grandstands., a| 

since the steamboats 
A ready speech of ac- 

ceptance was made by the engineer, : real good sport it must have been at | Thomas Pickard, Jr., scn of the owner, that—so long as your boat did not | . and the antlers was set on the front blow up. 
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of the pilot house, where they remain- — Lo 

ed for years. 

In 1846 Tibbits and a brother, Henry [For upward of a decade after 1850 
M., built the “Benjamin Franklin" for the name of Hatheway & Small was 

Pride of the Fleet | 
| 

| 

service between 

John and Grand Lake points. Some ing trade on the St. John River. They | 

FENTON E. WOOD 
the City of Saint one of first importance in the carry-| Contractor and Builder 

171 Saunders Street 

long been associated with the Rhine 

for scenic beauty, the river also holds 

much in common with the Mississippi 

through having been, during another 

day, a main artery of transportation 

for the folk who settled along her 

banks. 8 : 

The first steam propelled craft that 

plied the river were crude affairs but 

<ne day there came a tight little ves-' 

sel whose appearance was shortly to 

steam navigation the 

world over. For, be it known, the first 

vessel to utilize the compound marine 

engine was not built in the shipyards 

revolutionize 

of Europe; she was built and launched | 

in the St. John River opposite Freder-| 

The Upper Route 5 
- wealthy citizen of Fredericton. 

From Saint John to Fredericton the Through the winter of 1842 Tibbitts 

[river is mostly wide and deep and the labored at the construction of the 
{current slow and steady; but above “Reindeer” on the river shore opposite 
| Fredericton the stream soon grows the town—and then with spring came 

narrow and the channel swift. Indeed, launching day. On a sunny afternoon 
the nearness of the banks often led the townsfolk came forth, the more 
river travellers to remark that they friendly to doubt, the majority to scorn 
were sailing through farm yards. But this ridiculous 

to vessels of light draft the 

creation of a watch 
| 

upper! 

years later poor Tibbitts, still in early 

manhood, lay upon his deathbad in his 

oid home on the shore of the Lake. 

That night the “Benjamin Franklin’ 

ablaze to the water's’ edge and de- 

serted by her crew was seen drifting 

in the direction of the old homestead 

and in the same hour the man and 

his work, once things of life 

beauty, became but as dust and ashes. 

and 

built the steamer “Union” at Carleton 

and ths “Anna Augusta” at Frederic- 

ton in 1850, while the steamers “James 

D. Pierce” and “Richmond” also flew Prompt Attention Given to 
the pennant of the H.-& S. Line. But : Ail Orders 
the pride of the fleet had already been | Cg mg 

If You Are Thirkirgy of Having 
Your House Remodelled Let Me 
Prepare Plans and Estimates For 
You. 

Fredericton, N. B. 

launched before the two men entered | 

partnership. Hatheway had built her 

at Springhill, a few miles above Fred- 

{Continued on Page Six) TELZZHONE 617-41 
\ 

river was easily navigable up until the 

years which opened the present cen- 

tury. By that time the cutting of the 

forests of the valley had removed a 

natural reservoir which formerly main- |- 

tained the water at a fair sailing level. 

Although the little steamer “Wood- 

icton. Her name was the “Reindeer” |; r+ pag made a failing attempt to 
and it was Benjamin Tibbitts, a Queens ireach the town for which 
country boy, .who built her. But that] as early as 1832, 

was not until 1842. : navigation of the up-river route was 
Early Steamers 

she was 

named successinl 

not realized until five years after. On 

Steam navigation of the river began |APril 30. 1837, the “Novelty” com- 
with the launching of the “General Pleted the ai hundred fifty-odd a 
Smith” at the Portland Point, Saint between Saint John and Woodstock | 

John, in April, 1816. Story has it that between merning and evening. On! 
her arrival treated a panic. It was a|another occassion she made the 170-! 
hig day for her crew and, wishing to|Mile round trip between Saint John 

$ § wi i ' “ herald her entrance to the harbor, they, and Fredericton in a day. The “No- 

sounded a triumphal blast on her siren. Veity” was a high pressure boat owned 

Not being used to" such noises, the Py James Whitney of Saint John. Al- 
hei got a bit uneasy. The most though she was speedy she was aptly 

prevalent rumor was that the Judg- ¢Dristened for beyond being a novelty 

SEE Day had come and that Gabriel's She was of little use. Long hull and 
Trumpet was sounded. Throngs of the NaITOw across the beam, she was swift 

devout made for the churches but one Put unwieldy and hcnce impractical 

young man, more material-minded for regular service. Especially was 

than most people of his day, advanced She the bane of the Red Coats garri- 

the idea that a fabulous sea monster Soned at Fredericton. For some years 
had become caught in the mouth of fle troops there regarded it almost as 

the city sewer and even insisted that & Part of routine duly to embark in 

Before flat boats and assisi in refloating the party be sent to investigate. 
the party could be organized, however. “Novelty” from the sand bar opposite 

“more blasts had been sounded on the hs town. 

siren and the folks on shore became 
enlightened as to the sound which walk’ Regular service between Fredericton 

~soon to play such an important part it ang Yondstock was not established 
their daily lives. until 1845. That yaar the Craigs of 

: With an eye to the possibility of qgpins Jonn launched the “Carleton” 
* navigation on the river, the Provincial for George Connel, barrister, of Wood- 

Administration in 1826 engaged Robert gio. rer light draft and powerful 
Foulis, famous as the inventor of the engines fitted her admirably to glide 
steam fog horn, to survey the chaunsl oo. 450 bars and shoals and through 
‘from Fredericton to Grand Falls. In Han the rapid water of the upper St. John 
exactly two months he had submited ang ror some years she dominated {he 
“his report which was very detailed, carrying trade of the route. 

giving by levels the drop in the river 

for the entire distance covered. The 

report being favorable, Foulis was im- 

mediately engaged afterwards by Always the growine river. traffic 

Messrs. Ward of Saint John to superin- called for the launching of more boats, 

tend the buiiding of the “John Ward.” gonnen soon launched a second, & 
A String of Boats side-wheeler called the “John Warren.” 

In short order there followed a string [7 attempting to achieve larger carry- 
of boats—the “St. George,” the “Fred- ing capacity Connell defeated his pur- 

~ erjcton,” the “Saint John,” the “Me. POS€- Being of too heavy construction 
© teor.” the “New Brunswick,” and the tO compete with the lighter craft on 

“Water Witch.” These old boats were the swift current, the “John Warren” 

-slow in speed and jerky in movement, Was a financial loss to her owner. 
Cylinders were then of the oscilating Prior to the middle forties all the 5 

type. In those days the jointed piston boats had been side-wheelers but lo- 

Tod had not been invented and the Ward the close of that decade the 

cylinder was set on a pivot so that sternwheelers began to appear. The 

it could turn a bit each way, or oscil- first of these, the “James D. Pierce,” 
ate, in order to affect the rotary Was soon followed by such other stern- 

motion of the stroke. The oscillation Wheelers as the “Richmond” the 
-opened and closed the valve and steam = connie Doon,” the “Tobique,” the 

expanded only in one end of the cylin. Highlander,” the “Gazelle,” the “Ida 
der and, since the strokes were timed VW Dittier,” the “Andover,” the ‘Flor- 

Up River Service 

powerful vacuum-cups 

In the 
words of the old captains, “You could 
sail ’er on the morning dew.” for she 
drew but fourteen inches of water. 

to motor or wringer. 

od . 
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O the women of Canada, Westinghouse 
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Washer . . . a washer that looks different, 
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Principle which has for years stood supreme in 
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Gently as human hands, yet irresistibly, the three 

suds through every mesh and fibre of the fabric 
« « « without friction, without the slightest injury 

to the most delicate weaves. \ 
’ 

Even deeply imbedded dirt cannot withstand the 
searching, thorough “Vacuum Cup” action. 

Beautifully finished in smart, modern color 

combinatrons . . . Crystal Black, Coral and Silver 

« « « or Nile Green, Light Green and Silver . . . 

the new Westinghouse-Easy Vacuum Cup 

Washer presents a combination of important 
refinements found on ne ether machine, including 

hand height control lever, all enclosed oil-bath 
main gears, instant accessibility, single point oiling 

system and the wonderful Lowndes clutch (an 

exclusive feature on the new Westinghouse-Easy 

Vacuum Cup Washer) which removes forever the 

old risk of accidental damage through overload 

time you can have this perfected Vacuum Cup 

Washer for no more than the price of an ordinary 

washer . . . the lowest price ever offered in 

Canada on a vacuum cup electric washer. Cu 

Cup advanced Vacuum 

force air and cleansing 

news! Now, for the first 

See this wonderful new Vacuum-Cup Washer 
and learn how easily it can be purchased 

on the Westinghouse Budget Plan! 

50 far apart, the old hulks would creak enceville,” and the “Aberdeen.” But 

from stem to stern with the vibration Ee Fenda (DIONE. ad 
of each fitful puff. To complete tha rein hid Tomo AReidety. : 
picture, the old engines coud not be REE Luhpouge Elipine 
thrown into reverse because the eylin- | Benjamin Franklin Tibbitts, young- 
der was in a position to receive steam est son of Andrew Tibbitts, was born 
only when the piston was set for the in the Parish of CamnYrg, Queens 
forward stroke. That was “floating county, New Brunswick. After fire 

ELECTRIC SERVANTS 
FOR THE HOME 

power” a century before the expres- had destroyed the homestead in 1822 
sion was coined. ihe family moved to Grand Lake. 
! e Tun between Bight years later the family made a : 

dericton proved too second move this time fo Fredericton. By Sate 
coess{ul operation, After attending school for four years 


