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Foliowing is the official report of 

the speeches contributed to the bud- 

get debale in the Legislature on Wed- 

nesday by Mr. Richard of Kent and 

Mr. Guptill of Charlotte: 

MR. RICHARD (Kent) on the House 

resuming after recess, joined with] 

other members in offering congratu- 

lations to the Mover and Seconder of| 

the Address in Reply to the Speech 

from the Throne for the manner in 

which they had discharged their 

duties, considering the position in 

which the Province stood «t the pres: 
ent time. It was also a pleasure for 

him to congratulate the Premier and 

other hon. members sitting in - the 

front benches to the right of the 

Speaker for their promotion to high 

positions, and he hoped that the re- 
sponsibility concerning their fmport- 

ant duties would be performed to the 

best of their ability. The hon, member 

for Kings (Smitk) had stated that the 

price (of certain DEIR was much 

“higher now than in 1932. ‘He believed, 
however, the depression was far from 

being over, and as an evid-nce of this 
was the fact that not more {han iwen- 

ty-five per cent to thirty thivty per 

cent of the taxes had been collected. 

Municipalities were unable to meet 

their obligations ,and most of them 

were going into debt at a terrible 1ate 

Taxcs were higher on account of the 

large amount of interest that must be 

met each year, and the greater part of 

the people were unavic fo pay their 

taxes. 
On the North Shore 

The hon. member for Kings County 

(Smith) had referred to con ions in 

Northumberland, more particularly in 

regard to the lumber industry. Condi 

tions such as existed in the Mirar unichi 

district not only affecled the people of 

that county but also of the surround- 

ing counties, especially Kent, as the 

greater part of the men in Kent work- 

ing in the woods had worked in North- 

umberland County. At the present 

time these men whe had earned stf- 

ficient to support their families were 

now practically starving, and a great 

many of them were on the ralief list 

He would suggest that the Govern: 

ment look into the situation very 

carefully and give this matter the 

consideration it deserved. 
Opposed to it 

The Speech from the Th 

reference to hard surfact road He 

was certainly not against any system 

of roads that would improve our pres- 
ent highways, but he wag against 

spending money by the million on a 

few miles of roads and neglecting 

other roads, especially secondary and 

bye-roads. If more of our money ex- 

pended on roads was better distribut- 

ed, it would no doubt be an improve- 

ment not only from a road construc- 

tion standpoint but also to encourage 

new settlers to establish in those 
areas where at the present time roads 

were in very bad condition. He under- 

stood that the Government had al- 
ready been approached in regard to 

having the money for havd-surface 

roads expended between Saint John 
and St. Stephen. That might he all 
right for the people in that section of 

the Province, but what about the peo- 
ple in other parts of the Province. In 

order to relieve unemployment and to 

give equal treatment, the expenditure 
proposed for hard-surface roads sheuld 
not be expended in one particular part 
of the Province, but also in other 

sections where it was mostly needed. 
Motor Licenses 

The Speech from the Throne made 

reference to the reduction of the 
Motor Vehicle Licenses this year. He 
thought this should have been done 

long before this. He claimed that the 
tax of seven cents per gallon on gaso- 

line was too high, and should be re- 

duced to five cents. He believed that 
five cents per gallon tax on gasoline 
would bring in nearly as much revenue 

as the seven cent tax, because there 

would be a great deal more used than 

at the present time. During the Ses- 
sion of 1932 a Bill had been passed to 

amend the gasoline tax. Before that, 

there was no tax on gasoline used for 

manufacturing purposes. The regula- 

tion relating to exemption on gasoline 
used for manufacturing purposes was 
repealed, with the result that some of 
the small industries had gone out of 
business because they could not oper- 

ate and pay such a tax on gasoline. 

‘The House had been told at that time 
that no industries would be injuriously 

affected, but, he declared, those using 

gasoline for manufacturing purposes 
had to pay the tax and no refund was 

made. He would repeat what he had 

said hefore—that no tax should be 
placed on gasoline except that being 

used for motor vehicles used on the 

public highways. 
The Municipalities 

~The Premier the other day had stai- 
ed that the various municipalities in 
the province were on the whole much 
better off financially than in some 

~ other provinces. He did not think the 
Premier had all the information re- 
quired when he made that statement. 
He had stated that Kent County with 
an assessed ‘valuation of $1,723,955. 
had a bonded debt of $28,000. less 
$15,885., but he did not mention that 
the county had an averdraft at the 

bank to the amount of $40,000., and 
also a floating debt of over $20,000. 

3 Game Laws 
‘With regard to the (Game Laws 

existing in the Province, he noted that 
the expenditure for calaries and ex- 

penses paid to game wardens amount- 
ed to $52,497., while the revenue for 
same licenses, fines, etc. amounted to 
$53,322.15, That left a very small net 
revenue, when it was considered that 
the revenue from the Game Tawa 
“hould be a valuable asset. It seemed 

him that the Game Laws in this 
Province were of no be efit to Ang 

made 

their licenses should have the privi- 

lege of disposing of their game the 

same as any other property. Under the 

existing laws and regulations, it was 

no wonder game was destroyed ali 
over the province illegally in the clos- 

ed seasoil. 
Road Monies 

In reference to the distribution of 

road monies mm the different counties, 

it seemed to him that every county 
should receive ite share in proportion 

to mileage. How was it that Kent 
county last year with a mileage of 

1.008 miles only received $36,200.18, 
when Carleton county with 1,028 miles 

received $87,262.66. Enumerating the 

different counties and their road mile- 

age and the amounts they had receiv- 

ed last year, Mr. Richard said it 
seemed tp him that the counties sup- 

norting the Government were the most 

benefited so far as the expending of 

money on roads was concerned. Some 
of the counties were not getting their 
proper share of the money expended 

on the roads not only last year but 
ever since this government came into 

power. 
HON. MR. TILLEY— ‘Have you the 

amounts &pent on bridges in Kent 

County last year.” 

MR. RICHARD—T am only talking 

about ro: and not the bridges; that 

will be refe d to later.” 
Colonization 

MR. RICHARD, continuing said ref- 

erence had been made during the Ses- 

sion to Colonization, and he agreed 

with his friend from Gloucester in the 
observations he had made ii1-reference 

to that matter. He believed the Hon. 
member from Gloucester was right in 

suggesting that some 50.000 should 

be expended in “his province in the 

way of colonization. The Opposition 

Lad been told that they criticized the 

Government because it spent too much 

money nd at the same time asked the 
Government to spend more. The Op- 

position certainly had criticized when 

they found that the Government had 
spent extravagantly, but. when the 

money was g¢pent intelligently, they 

* never offered any criticism. He beiiev- 

ed. that a definite policy in regard to 
colonization would he a step in the 
right direction, because it would bene- 

fit a great many of our young men 
who would be only too glad to estab- 

lish themselves on the land and live in 

this country. He knew that in manv 
connti of the province, especially 

Gloue o Kent, Northumberland 
Madawaska and Restizouche, money 

expended on colonization would fill a 

ereat need. Money spent on immigra- 
tion, he considered. was only wasted, 

and why not place.tiie amount spent in 

that way on colonization and agrisul- 

frre. The Government was expendinz 

a large sum of mohey cvery year for 

the purchase of road machinery, and 

he believed a graat nortion of this 
money was wostad. There was a time 

when farmers -ould use their teams on 
rad machinery and the few dollars 

they made in that way enabled them 
to pay their taxes. He feit that the 

money used for road machines «ould 

he used to much better advantage for 

~olonization rzrposes, 
Glancing at the expenditures in tle 

report of the Public Accounts he 

found that a large amoun- of morey 
had been expend21, but he did not 

think the greater part of that money 

wetit to real workmen emnloved. 

There were too many bosses walking 
the roads, too many supervisors 

drawing big pay, and too many mach- 

inists driving cars, trucks, ete. 

The Public Debt. 
At the end of the fiscal year 1925 

the net debt of the Province was $32.- 
197,629., and at the end of the fiscal 

vear 1933 it stood at $47,413.393.79. 

The Valley Railway had been taken 
over by the Dominion GovArnment for 

the sum of $6,000.000, and the increase 

in the net debt showed that the Gov- 
ernment exvended in eight vears over 
twenty-one million more than the or- 
dinary revenue. Tt required a large 
sum of mony for interest when it was« 

considered that about forty per cent 
of the ordinary revenue went to pay 

it. and he believed it was time the 
Government realized that the debi was 
too large and should keep the expendi 
ture within the revenne. 

Mr. Guptill’s Speech 
MR. GUPTILL said he concurred 

heartily in the congratulations extend- 

ed to the previous speakers as well as 

to the Mover and Seconder of the Ad- 

dress. He congratulated thea Hon. Pre 
mier on his elevation to the high office 

he now held and could say that he had 
heard much favorable comment irom 
both supporters and opponents of the 

Government on the energetic manner 

in which he had entered upon hig dun- 
ties. The Hon. Premier was certainly 

a man of action and actions speak 

louder than words. He (Guntill) was 
sure that when the next election was 
called on fifteen or eighteen months 

hence that the Government would he 
sustained hy a large majority, He had 

been particularly pleased with the 
‘#neaech of the Hon. Attorney-General, 

and with the able manner in which he 
had replied to Opposition critics. He 
also wished to congratulate hic hon. 

colleague (Cockburn) on his elevation 
to the Cabinet, and felt sure that he 
would demonstrate his ability when op- 
portunity offered. The Hon. Provincial 

Secretary-Treasurer was to be com- 
mended on his able exposition of the 
finances of the province. 

A Fair Critic 
The hon. member for Kent (Rich- 

ard), while ae found some fault with 
the administration, had been fair and 
reasonable in his criticism. He had 
made mention of a delegation from 
‘Saint John and (Charlotte Counties 

which had lately interviewed the Gov- 

ernment with a proposal that a hard- 
SIRE. road be constructed in those 

He (Guptill) presumed 
sell moosemeat at any that the delegation pointed out thal 

ded that residents of the highway between St. Stephen an 
bad ¥ id for geal John car hea 

WE 

penditure, and when asked by the 

Hon, Premier if he had include hridg- 

es he made no reply. He (Guptill) 

could assvre him that the countly ox 

Kent had been well treated in regard 
to both roads and bridges. In 1933 the 

Government had expended in Kent on 

ordinary roads, ordinary bridges and 

permanent bridges the sum of $82, 

041.99, which did not indicate that tie 

county had been unfairly treated in 

comparison with other counties. It 

was a fair expenditure and showed 

that no advantage was taken of Kent 

because it was represented on the Op- 
position side of the House. So far as 

he could see there had been a fair di- 

stribution of road and bridge monies 

throughout the Province. 
The Bonded Debt 

Regarding the bonded indebtedness 

of the Province, he believed it was be- 

coming a problem which was being 
felt by the citizens. He noticed that 

the hon. member for Gloucester (Rich- 

ard) had given the net debt as sixty- 

two million dcllars. 

MR. RICHARD '(Gloucester)—Oh no. 

MR. GUPTILL continuing, said he 

got that impression from the hon 
member's remarks, but apparently he 

was now ready to modify his state- 
ment. The actual net debt of the Pro- 

vince in round figures was forty-seven 

million dollars. 

MR. RICHARD (Gloucester)—You 

have measured and under measured. 

Debt Increase 

MR. GUPTILL continuing, said he 

would frankly admit tnat the indebt- 

edness was unfortunately too high for 

the Province. The balk of the increase 

had occurred during the last twenty 

years, and having been a member of 

the House during that time he was not 

shirking his share of the responsibil 

ity. Fon. members opposite sought to 

make it appear that the present Gov- 

ernment was responsible for the in- 
crease in the public debt. As a matter 

of fact the Government that held of- 

fice from 1917 until 1925 had increased 
the debt by $17,387,274, and the pres- 

ent government had added the sum of 
$15,067,484 during the same length of 

time or two million less than the Fos- 

ter-Veniot administration. The figures 

he had quoted showed that responsi- 

bility for the increase of debt was at- 
tributable to both parties and not to 

the present Government alone. One 

reason for the increase was the con- 

stant clamour upon the Government to 

set up services here and there. The 

advent of the automobile some twenty 
vears ago was no doubt responsible 

for the large expenditure made upon 

the roads of the province. The people 

wanted good roads, both for them- 

selves ang as an attraction for tourists 

with the result that the Government in 
twenty years had expended beyond 

their capacity. Not until 1930 was 

there a real effort put forth to cut down 

expenditure, but notwithstanding that 
the Government has not been able to 

balance the budget. Until the revenue 

became more buoyant, the Govern- 

ment should make every effort to bal- 

ance the budget and reduce the bond- 

ed indebtedness. There were two clas- 

ses of expenditure, controllable and 

uncontrollable, and thé controllable ex- 
penditure was now fifty per cent less 

than the revenme, which meant that 

the Government had to keep up the 

various services with a limited rev- 

enne at their disposal. The salaries of 
civil servants had been reduced by 
fen ner cent and he helieved there 

should be a further cut as the tax- 
payers have had to take more than 
ten per cent. Fxpenditures such as 

interest and sinking fund were beyond 

control, nnless the Government should 

deem it advisable to refund a portion 

of the debt at a lower rate of interest 

As intefest rates were now lower, it 
might be advi<able to consider such a 

plan in the future. 

Saturation Point 

Speaking of taxation, it was appar- 

ent to him that the Province had 
reached the saturation point and if 

industry was to be encouraged it was 

not advisable to impose additional 

tavation He Aid not think it was pos- 
sible for the Government to eliminate 
the preeent system of work on the 

roads. The province had a very cred- 

ftable network of highways which el- 
feited nraise from American visitors, 

but they declare the dust nuisance to 

be a drawback. He thought the Gov- 
ernment was deing right to eliminate 

the dust nuisance by inaugurating a 
system of hard-surface roads. He 

would point out, however, that there 

were hard-surface roads in Maine 
which were not altogether satisfactory 

because of the danger from frost. Still 
he believed the time had arrived when 

the Government in co-operation with 

the Federal authorities was justified 
in engaging in a program of hard- 
surface roads. 

Per Capita Debt 
With regard to the debt of New 

Brunswick, he believed that on a per 

capita basis it compared favorably 
with any other province in the Domin- 

ion. His hon. friend from Kent had 
disagreed ‘with the Hon. Premier's 
statement that the municipalities of 

the Province were in first class con- 
dition. Me (Guptill) would call his at- 

tention to the article in the Financial 
Post which stated that twenty per 
cent of the municipalities of Ontario 
had defaulted on their municipal in- 
debtness to the extent of one hundred 
million dollars. That certainly bore 

out the statement of the Hon. Premier 
that the New Brunswick municipali- 

ties were in good condition. 

A Suggestion 
Me was glad to note that the Gov- 

ernment had succeeded in inducing 

the Federal administration to investi- 
gate the claims of the Province as set 
forth hv the Duncan Royal Commis- 

tions were in sight. 

Banks Praised 

It was possible that during the de- 
pression there were many people not 

as thankful as they should have heen 
of the fact that the banks had come 

through so safely. The banks were 
often criticized by those who perhaps 

were unable to borrow money as freely 

as they would like, but there had not 
been a single failure among them dur- 

ing the depresgion period. That cons 

dition of affairs was in striking con- 

trast to the chaos that had occurred 
across the border. 

The Fishing Industry 

The prosperity of New Brunswick 

depended on the profits that could be 
derived from its four basic Industries 
— fishing, agriculture, lumbering and 

mining. He had the honor of being the 

only representative in the House who 

had a one hundred per cent interest in 

fishery operations. New Brunswick 
with its great extent of coast line on 

the Bay Chaleur, Northumberland 

Straits and the Bay of Fundy, possess- 

ed a great asset in its fisheries. In 

(Charlotte County thirty-five per cent 

of the population were dependent on 

the fisheries, a larger percentage 

in any other country On the 

Manan Islands fishing operations were 

carried on twelve months in the year, 
while nther counties we e ice-bound 

part of the time. Fishing Was a hazar- 
dou: occupation, particularly during 

{he winter months, cand ne other occu- 

pation was more hazardon The fish 

ermen of the Province had heen hard 

hit, but had adapted themselves to 

new conditions nd had maintained 

themselves as well as anv other class 

of people. There waa a hetterment of 

conditions now in eviden 

tv at Black's Harhor in hi 
ty. That nlace and in f 

harbo wae a con 

vestment in hnildine 

plants, hut those invests 

Peing kent np as they shanld he Some 

peonle rarded fishin ax a kind of 

members that there was mo sport in 

fishing n it wa- ¢ ied for a 

livliihood He thoneht tha fishermen 

of the nrovince were to b commend- 

ed for the manner in which they had 

carried on dnrine the denression 

Marketing Legislation 

He was interested 1 nronosed 

legislation befor tne use to pro- 

mote the production and ma keting of 

natural products, as he regarded it as 

of great importance. He h lieved that 

if a Board or Commission composed 

of outstanding men of actnal exper- 

jence was set up and appoi 

ont reoard to political affi ions that 

good results could be obtained. Mnuen 

won'd depend on the character and | 

ability of the men on the [Board. 

While the Boa'd should not be allowed 

to interfere too much with private 

business, it would if mnhampered by 

red tape be of advantage to the small 

producer. At present there was too 

much spread between what the fisher-
 

man received for his commodity: and 

the price the ccnsumer had to pay. It 

was important that thers should be a 

Board in which the public would have 

every confidence. Possibly the large 

exporters might oppose it, as they 

already have established: markets, 

which they might not want to share 

with the small producers. 

Tn conclusion, he wished to say that 

President Roosevelt's visit to Campo- 

bello Islands had been a splendid ad- 

vertisement for New Brunswick. The 

President was the owner of a summer 

home on the Island and had spent 

his bovhood davs around the shores of 

that Island. His visit was a great 

honor to New Brunswick and the 

(County of Charlotte, and he hoped that 

the President would continue to come 

every year. 
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