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Notice to Advertisers.

In order fo ensure changes
being made in advertisements,
copy must reach this office not
later than © a.m. on the day of
publication.
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French Troops Captured a

Position Near

rierce Fighting Last Night in the Verdun Region---Germans
Compelled to Pause For Breathing Spell---England’s
Anti-air Craft Defence Proves Effective.

PARIS, April 6.—The War Office announced
ture by the French of a large port

court line. At one point along this

operations, says:

ion of the position north of Avocourt
known as the Bois Carre, or Square Woods. This ground was captured in
the course of fighting which went on all of vesterday afternoon and le_xst
night in the Verdun region, west of the Meuse, on the Avocourt'-Bethln-
line the Germans succeeded in pene-
French positions. Two attacks were made by German troops on
French positions north of Caillette woods, but they were without avail.
BERLIN, April 6.—The Vossische Zeitung, referring to the Verdun
“Tor the moment our position may seem discouraging,
but there is still entire confidence in the strength of the German forces.
Let us not-be pessimistic, so we may not weaken the spirit of our soldiers.”

WILSIN T0
PUT SUSSEX CASE
BEFORE GONGRESS

York, April 6.—A news agency
Washington published

today says:

Avocourt

N
despatch from
here

“Satisfied that the British Channel
steamer Sussex was torpedoed with-
ont warning, endangering the lives of
American passengers, President Wil-
son has. determined to put the case
before Congress and ask sanction for
immediate action, unless some unde-
veloped evidence should prove it was
not the work of a German submarine.
This statement was made by one of
the President’s confidantes, who add-
ed that the President has determined
upon the course of action he will ask
Congress to approve.

“He declined to state whether the
President would suggest a break in
diplomatic relations or would outline
some other plan.

LATE PRIVATE RICRDAN.

this afternoon the cap-

The funeral of Private Gregory
Riordan, 104th Battalion, rook place
at Woodstock vesterday, Rev. J. J.
Ryan celebrating Requiem High Mass
The deceased was a brother of Miss
Mildred Riordan of this city.

Germans at Verdun Have Been Forced to
Pause and Recuperate From Their Losses

(Canadian Press.)

oo
{

LONDON, April 6.—Again the fury of the Verdun assauit
has spent itself and the Germans have befen fm-ced;to_ pause and
recuperate from their losses. Except for an intermittent can-
nonade in the Douaumont-Vaux sector, fighting has been prac-
{ically suspended. The French claim only the capture of com-
muniecation trenches in the Caillette wood.

But that it is anylhing more than a pause..the French darc
Even as the lired troops rest after the tervific |
sirain of the pas! week they must be alert against a surprise, or
& new attempt to overwhelm their defence.

Both the Germans and French are ulilizing lhe opporlunity
{0 strengthen their lines and to rush up much needed supplies. |

In the close hand_to-hand fighting the wounded have been;
apsater than in almost any week since the altack began six
weeks ago.  Although the Germans have adopted exlraordi

i

m.-n-\']
measures in atltempts o conceal their losses. (hey have de-|
ceived no one. except possibly themselves.
not deceived the French. who have heen able to calculate nol
only the number but the disposition of the allacking (roops.

German Cruiser Adalbert Was Twice
Torpedoed by British Before Being Sunk

GOPENHAGEN, April 6. The German cruiser Prinz Adai-
hert was twice torpedoed by British submarines before she was
<unk last October, according (o the Aarhus Stifls-Tidende. The
first (ime the vessel was lorpedoed was in Augusl last. while
<he was on.her way (o Libau. She was towed back to Kiel. and
repaired, and started again for Libauin-October, when she was
terpedoed and sunk. Only 8O men of her crew of 600 were
saved. An official despatch fro mBerlin on Oct. 25 lasl said
the Prinz Adalbert had been sunk by two shols from a subma-
rine off Libau. -Unfortunalely. the despatch added. only a small
porltion of her erew could be rescued.

German Zeppelin Was Forced to Flee ,‘
By the British Anti-Aircraft Gunners

LONDON. April 6. - The.increasing effectiveness ol Ing-
Tand's anti-aireraft defencesawas demonsirated last nighl. when
the single Zeppelin which undertook (he fifth raid in six days,
was prevented from penelrating the northeasl coasl., and was
forced fo flee aller the hriefest visit of the kingd vel magle,

The night was clear. willh moonlight. and withoul wind.
Searchlighis discovered the raider coming over the sea. and
never onee lost him during his stay.  As he Yeached the coast
he was flying comparatively low, and the smallest guns foun:d
him sueh an easy largel thal he was forced lo rise o a greal
height. TMhe larger guns then found the range and. aided by
ihe skarehlighls they surrounded the Zeppelin with a ferrific
hail of shrapnel and high explosive shells.” Afler manoenyring
near a north sea coast town. for about
which only a-few bombs were dropped. lhe raider was seen (o
hirn and i <ail homeward.

EMPEROR TO VISIT FRONT.

Certainly they have {ca

ten minutes. during |

SOME SIDELIGHTS ON THAT
MONCTON BRIDGE CONTRACT

23 e RN L P

Correspondence Which Passed Between Hon. John
E. Wilson and a Member of an Amherst Contract-
ing Firm--Contract Was Needed to Save Mr. E.
N. Rhodes, M. P. From Defeat

A most remarkable answer was brought down in the ifouse this week ou
Tuesday, after having been postponed from the previous Wednesday. It con
cerns the cancellation of the contract for the Petitcodiac bridge at Moncton,
which it will be remembered was awarded about the 1st,of April last to the
Foundation Company of Montreal by the Minister of Public Works.

Then there
Covernment by Dr. Price and his associates to take the matter in hand, to

was a hitch. Strong pressure was brought to bear upon the

el the award of the Minister of Public Works, and to call for new tenders,
THE CONTRACT WAS CANCELLED.

Premier Clarke listened and obeyed.  He and Dr. Landry and Hon. Messrs.
Baxter and Murray and the President of thc Council, Hon. John E. Wilson,
cancelled the c¢ontract awarded by their colleague, Hon. John Morrissy, who
was the responsible head of his department, and called for new tenders.
There had been vague rumors that Messrs. Rhodes, Curry & Co., and other
Nova Scotia cancerns, wanted the work divided up between them. At any
rate, while the question of cancellation was under consideration, certain tele-
grams and correspondence passed between the President of the Executivoe
Council and the Vice-President of Rhodes, Curry & Co.

GOVERNMENT HAD NO KNOWLEDGE.

In the question that was asked, referred to above, the Government was
interrogated as to its knowledge of this correspondence, and the answer was.
“No. The Government has no knowledge of any communications between
Hon. John E. Wilson and Rhodes, Curry & Co.”
This answer is on a par with the answer given to another part of the
question, that the new tenders were considered by the Council at the reques:
of the Minister of Public Works. Now the correspondence in question, the
Opposition is assured, was placed before at least some of the members of
the Council, and while the contract was still in abeyance the president of the
Council, Hon. John E. Wilson, sent the following telegram:
Fredericton., N. B., April 9. 1915.

A. S. Curry, Vice-President Rhodes, Curry & Co., Amherst, N. S.

Contract for Moncton bridge not settled. IExpect to give you definite in-
formation soon. Will send plans an<
WILSON.

| am looking after your interests.

spoecifications for Bathurst bridge. (Sge) I B.

A LETTER FROM A. S. CURRY.

To this telegram the Vice-President of «the Rhodes, Curry Company, Lid .

promptly ‘responded, as follows:

Amherst, N. S., April 10, 1915,
Wilson.,

Wilson -

N 1B,

in receipt of

Hon. John E. Fredericton,
Dear Mr.

thank you very much for the information; hope we will be able to secure the

[ am your telegram of yesterday and

contract .for the Moncton bridge, as we need the work very badly.

I may say, if there should be a general election this summey. if we can
secure some of this work to help keép our men going and our shops fairly
with the

greater part of our plant shut down and so many men out of work, | am afraid

busy, it will help Mr. Rhodes very much. As conditions are now,

he will have a hard time to win his election, so anything you can do for us in

ROME. April 6.- -Emperor Francis Joseph. disregarding
Hie warnings of doclors, has delermined 1o visil tre Ilalian
front. Preparalions for the journey have been compleled and
possibly the aged monarch will leave Vienna next week.

COMPLAINT AGAINST GREECE.

that line will help wonderfully. Yours very truly,
V. SR OYE I (g LAV 1
| From the above it would appear that Messrs. Rhodes, Curry & (lo. had a

{ (Sgd.)
i

I very lively interest in the awarding of the contract for the Petitcodiac bridge
According to the President of the Council, he was looking after their fatere
and if Mr. Curry is to be believed, it was almost a necessity

for the Tory

WITH MR, BALFOUR

L0RD OF THE A0

FIRST
MIRALTY

The British Navy Stands in the Way of
German Success---first Lord Greatly

e

[

Impressed  With the Success of
Trench Warfare.

NEW YORK, Apri! 6.—The London correspondent of the
Tribune cables under yesterday’s date:

Arthur J. Balfour is First Lord of the Admiralty, head of]
the British navy, the greatest navy in the world. With it out of
the way, Germany could win the war in a couple of months,
take over the British Isles, hammer France into submission, and
demand ruinous indemnities that would turn the world topsy-
turvy. It is Mr. Balfour’s job to see that the navy remains very
much in the way. Recently 1 had the pleasure of seeing and
talking with him at his London home, only a stone’s throw from
the office of the Admiralty. Fully six feet tall, and broad in
proportion, Mr. Balfour does not show his sixty-eight years.
His manner-and courtesy are charming, if that adjective may be
applied to a man. He is gentle and kind, without a trace of
the brusqueness commonly associated with sea lords.

I should say that war is the last game Mr. Balfour would
select for enjoyvment and reaction. He is the antithesis of
Yon Tirpitz.

s PRAISES TRENCH WARFARE.

Turning the conversation to the question of fighting, 1 asked
“What has been the big surprise of the war, submarines, acrial
warfare, speed or gun range?”’

“None of these,” replied Mr. Balfour. ~In my opinion,
trench warfare and the value of arlillery. Students of the sub-
marine have not been surprised;.they had thought oul and
planned ways of increasing ils efliciency, and also defences
against il.  Students of air problems have not been surprised
at thé development of aerial warfare. The development of
bath of these branches of fighting has been rapid, but along
lines thought out before the war began. g

“Bul no one anticipated thal trench warfare would play so
greal a parl in modern fighling, and no one forecasied the tre-
mendous importance of artillery. Even the Germans. with ali
their thoroughness in making preparation for this eontfliet, fail-
ed to foresee to whal exlent lrench fighting would have to be
relied on, once the contending forces were of anyway near
cqual strength.

A STRIKING ILLUSTRATION.

“The Germans prepared for artillery fighting. but Verdun
is a striking illustration ol the fact that they have nol reached
perfeetion.  They pounded and smashed fortifications which
were considered impregnable, bul slill they have not been able
{o reach their objective.” '

We were standing at the enlrance lo the Admipalty, and
officers passing in and out saluted the first sea lord. [n every
case he veturned the salute, but talked on just as if he were in
his study with nothing to distract his attention. He is a mem-
ber of the War Council, and as such knows every defail of the
fichling on land and sea.

NO SPIRIT OF BOASTFULNESS.

Il sleuck me as highly interesting that this man, the head-of
Gireal Britain’s navy. should consider (hat the surprises of {he
war come from the field rather than at sea. There was nol a
sinele word of boalsfulness from him aboul the British navy,
bul I came away with a feeling thal he was not worried by any
tack of preparation or efliciency in his department, and that it
Germany decided finally to fry conclusions on the sea, Brilaii
wotltd meel her without fear of the resull.

Of British naval officers I have mel, there was nol a single
one who was a pessimist.  There is a spiril of unrest among
Menr. the unrest of the perfectly trained thoroughbred in the
paddock before the race. a keenness lo gel into action. At the
head Baltour. calm. courteous and serene. He makes you
teel thal he is masler of the situation. strong and powertul
as e British navy itsell.  You can give no higher praise to any
war leader.

1S

BRITISH STEAMER SUNK.

QUERENSTOWN, April 6. The Brilish steamer Zenl, 3,899
ions. has been lorpedoed withoul warning. west of IFastnel.

} Forty-cighl members of her crew are missing and are supposeil

{o have been drowned.  Two men were killed.  Caplain Mar-

lovernment of New Brunswick, even if there was a Liberal as Minister of | {in and nine of the erew have landed here.
g e { Public Works, to help out the Tory candidate in Cumberland County.
PARLS. April 6. -The Enlente powers have complained (o] I'his letter and telegram have been laughed over in Amherst for .\mm-"\ U. S. CONSUL MAKES REPORT.
the Greek governmment of arbitrary arrests declare ave L time. The success " Contractors ¢ Inginee in landing the contrac . o X g & 3
& & rary ari sis declared 1o hu\o! ime. The success of Contractors and Engineers, Ltd., in landing the contrac 11 WASHINGTON. _\|,1-|| 0. Mhe Amervican consul al Havre

been made by the (ireck police.  Fhe reply to the complain!
was not eonclusive. A new 'inguiry will be made and (he Greek
government. il is said. will fake measures according o the re-
sull of this inveRligation. ‘

GERWMAN OFFICIAL REPORT.
BIEREEN . CApeil 6 Avia -London

slorpmed the village of Haneort,
Sfftoe announeced taday.

5

Gierman (roops have
novthwest of Verdun., the War

| for the Petitcodianc Bridge was but an outcome ol the whole plot. The auth

f

| ¢ils of the Government.

| - 4 ! g

{ GERMAN SUBMARINE SUNK.

| PARIS, April 5.4\ German submarine was sunk loday by
o squadron of Freneh and British warships, the minis(ry of ma
rine annonneed tonighl. "The submarine’s erew was captured.

ority of the Minister of Public Works for New Brunswick was thrust aside
tand the wish and will of a rew understrapper members prevailed in the coun-

{reported (oday thal in the sinking of the Norwegian steamer
1|:;|ns. prestmably by a submarine, four persons perished, bul
'hat no Americans were on board.

[

| BULGARIANS ARRESTED.

| ATHENS. via London, April 6.—M. Ghenadielr,
i

|

:

ormer for-
cign minister of Bulgaria. has been arrested at Sofia with seven
the

others. TL is believed that they were infriguing againsi

covernment.



