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Debate on the Address in
The Legislative Assembly

the events which had stirred the Brit-
ish Empire and on behalf of his French
compatriots he wished to express the
satisfaction which he was sure would
be felt by all of them.

He wished to express his regrets at
the absence of the Premier and the
hon. member for Northumberland, Mr.

pleted will show the areas of m(-l‘-l
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of timber of each species, and the ap-
proximate annual rate of growth for
each area or type. The areas of good
agricultural land, land of doubtful ag-
ricultural value and land suitable for
the production of timber only. A for-
ester has already been appointed to
take charge of the survey, and the
work of organization is going on. As
soon as competent men with the ne-
cessary technical and field experience
can be secured to take charge of the
parties in the field, the actual field
work will begin and be continued all
through the year with the exception of
a short time during the spring and
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The motion was then put and car-
ried unanimously.
Mr. Melanson was then escorted to

after a lengthy illness and everybody
was glad to see him. Clerk ‘Assis-
tant Dibblee, +who is in delicate

~un or stain Butter.
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these gentlemen

heatth and recently met witha sad
bereavement in the @eath of his wife,
was also at his desk.

A REMARKABLE OMISSION.

After the mover and seconder had
spoken, it was left for Mr. Dugal to
strike the popular mote of the after-
noon and amend ap important omis-
sion in the speech from! thethrone
and ths speeches of Dr. Price and
Wr. Witzell by extemding hig con-
gratulations to the hero memibers of
the House, Colonels Guthrie and
Black, who have been at the front
fightinz for king and empire and re-
turned with wounds and honors. Mr.
Dugal spoke of the signal services of
and the members
applauded him to the echo. His re-
grets at the illness iof Pr emier Clarke
and J. L. Stewart, M.PP. lwere suit-
ably expressed and he congratulated
‘his fellow Acadien, Hon. Mr. Melan-
son, upon his election as Speaker and
in the name of the French-speaking
people thanked the House forits ac-
tion. Mr. Dugal also regretted his
lack of sufficient command of the
English language to speak upon the
address.

Acting Premier Murray made no
announcament of any value. He did
not give any information concerning
Valley f-{ailwa'y plans beyond that
apnounced in the speech.

There were many who expected the
speech of the acting premier to wind
up the debate, but Mr. Slipp, who for
some years has ebbed and flowed in
zoverntnent favor, took the floor and
aftel expressing the thought that it
was a pity there was not more frank
discussion of afiairs by private mhem-
bers, proceeded to follow Mr. Dugal
and congratulate Colonels Guthrie
and Black upon their services to their
courtry.

‘“After n-alnng reference to himself
as a “baglg bencher,”” Mr. Slipp prais
ed the government for many Ithings
but criticized the present school cir-
cumstance, saying there were too
many subjects and they were too in-
tricate. ‘He spoke, he said, from per-
sonal experience. There was also too
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the chair by the mover and seconder
and briefly thanked the House for the
honor conferred upon him.

The Lieutenant-Governor then
tered the Chamber and opened

en-
the

session with the Speech from the
Throne.
Hon. Mr. Murray introduced a bill

to amend the Fire Insurance Policies
Act,

Dr. Price, M. P. P., of Moncton, mov-
ed the address in reply to the Speech
from the Throne. He got off a lot of
claptrash and buncombe concerning
the Government, and claimed that it
had accomplished wonders for the pro-
vince. He made no reference to his
recent trip to Ottawa in search of evi-
dence by means of which he hoped to
decapitate the Deputy Minister of Pub-
lis Works appointed by this same Gov-
ernment.

Mr. Weitzel.

Mr. in seconding the ad-
dress in reply. said that the previous
speaker (Dr. Price) had left but little
to say. as he had dealt with all the
subjects eloquently and thoroughly.
However, he subscribed his sentiment
of regret that illness prevented the
Premier from being present, and he
trusted that he would soon be able to
return. It was with a similar feeling
of regret that they missed the late
Speaker, whose death came as a great
loss to the House. Reference had
been wmade to the war which had dark-
ened many of New Brunswick’s homes,
but mingled with the sorrow there was
a feeling of pride that those who had
tost their lives had lost them in such
a noble cause. Representing as he
did a county in which the population
was French Acadian, that population
had responded magnificently to the
calls made upon them and had showed
their eagerness to join in the fight for
freedom and higher civilization.

With regard to agricultvral educa-
tional work, the short course in agri-
culture, together with the Agricultural
Schools established in this province, is
giving to the farmer the facilities for
acquiring the scientific knowledge ne-

Weitzel,

ing well and his health was being grad- The Valley Railway.

ually restored, he was not yet fit to re- Respecting the St. John Valley Rail-
turn to take up active work in the|way, negotiations had been carried on
House. Everyone, he was sure, would | with the Federal Government, and
express the hope of the Premier's|these negotiations had been of a most
speedy return to health. harmonious character, so that an ar-
Hon. Mr. Murray, continuing, said | rangement which “ould be highly sat-
it was hardly necessary to refer at any 1st‘auor} to the province was now be-
length to the war. He desired to add |ing completed. A bill would be brought
his tribute to the worth of the services { down providing for the early comple-
of those members who had been for-|tion of the railway and affording not
tunate enough to return home from |only direct connection with the east
the front, and while these returned {and west side terminals of the harbor

members would naturally appeal to
them as Mr. Witzell had said, they
should not forget that New Brunswick
boys had gone forth in very large num-
bers and there was a feeling of con-
siderable pride at their noble conduct.
When the war broke out eighteen
months ago and martial strains arose
from all the far-lung Dominions of
the Empire, “aid for England, aid for
England,” was the refrain. The call
had gone forth in Canada for 500,000
men, and they would be found just as
readily in the future as they had been
in the past, ready to fight till the cause
of right, justice and truth should tri-
umph.

Referring to the destruction of the
Parliament buildings at Ottawa, he
said he happened to be there when the
fire took place, and as he watched the
flames it was interesting to listen to
the remarks made by the people stand-
ing by. Some women were crying and
remarking that they had known the
building since childhood, and it seem-
ed like losing an old friend. Others
looked upon it as a great spectacle put
on for their enjoyment, but beneath all
there was a feeling of sorrow and re-
gret. However, the buildings would
rise again and after the war Canada
would take a bigger place than ever
in the Empire, not only that, but her
representatives would laso be found
sitting at Westminster, taking part in

of St. John, but as well an independ-
ent route from that city to the New
England States, and a new channel for
the export of the forest products of the
northern and central portions of the
provinee.

Night Sessions.

There were a number of measures of
importance to come before the House
for consideration and he hoped that
these would be given the careful atten-
tion which public matters had received
in the House in the past. The Govern-
ment proposed to have the House sit
four alternoons and four evenings each
week—Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday
and Thursday evenings, and Tuesday,
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday af-

ternoons. This would make it possible MACKINNON’S
for hon. member sto return to their
homes each week end, and he believ- CLOTHING

ed that the business of
could all be completed and prorogation
reached early in April.

The Executive Council would hold
daily sessions from 11 until 12 o’clock
each morning, and any matters for
consideration by the Government that
were presented before 11 o’clock in the
morning would receive attention that
day. Delegations would also be heard
at that time and at that time only.
The Acting Premier was followed by
Mr. Slipp, of Qneens, and Mr. Carter,

1
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of Victoria, moved the adjournment of
the debate. .

Hon. Mr. Mortissy submitted the
sixty-first annual report of the Depart-
ment of Public Works.

Hon. Mr. Murray submitted the an-
nual report of the Crown Land Depart-
ment.

Hon. Dr. Landry submitted the re-
ports on schools, Hotel Dieu Hospital,
Tracadie, St. Basil Hospital, and the)
report of the Chancellor of the Uni-
versity of New Brunswick.

The House adjourned at 5.15 o’clock.

the counsels of the Empire.

The activities of the Department of
Agriculture ' have largely increased
during the past several years, until to-
day nearly every branch of agricul-
ture is receiving a large measure of
attention. From the years 1902 to 1907
inclusive, there was spent upon agri-
culture by the Provincial Government
the sum of $220,516.11. From the years
1910 to 1915 inclusive, there was spent
the sum of $329,167.46, an increased
expenditure in the last named six
years over the previous six years of
$198,651.35.

In addition to these amounts there
was spent from the Dominion subsidy
from 1912 to 1915 inclusive, $? 2£,735.46,
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