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MR. BLAIR'S LETTER.

The letter of Mr. H. M. Blair, ex-sec-

retary of the Public Works Depart-
meng, published on Saturday, was a
document of more than passing inter-
est. T this letter Mr. Blair makes the
very serious charge that Premier
Clarke, wanted him to play sick and
offered to have his salary forwarded to
him regularly if he would go away
until the trouble blew over. This is a
matter which calls for an explanation
from the Premier. It will be recalled
that a few days before the Royal Com-
mission met to investigate the Dugal
charges, Mr. Willard H. Berry, super-
intendent of scalers, the man named by
Mr. Pugal as toll taker, emigrated
to the United States and did not return
until the enquiry was completed. Mr.
J. Kidd Flemming, the then Premier,
was asked to sign a telegram request-
ing him to return and give evidence,
but flatly refused to do so. Premier
Clarke, then Attorney General, al-
though he knew that Berry was in a
position to give very important testi-
mony on the timbers land charges,
made no effort to have him brought
back to the Province. -It was to this
disgraceful incident that Mr. Blair had
reference when he used the words, “I
am no Bill Berry,” in reply to the
Premier’s proposal that he make him-
self scarce for a time. He was fully
justified in treating the Premier’s pro-
posal with contempt. Berry's action in
quitting the country when he did was
_equivalent to an admission that he had
béén engaged in crooked work. Mr.
Blair preferred to stand his ground,
and for this he is to be commended.

It seems that Col, Guthrie, M. P. P,,
acted as a mesenger for the Premier
in the negotiations with Mr. Blair, and
“wa$ present with the latter at a special!
meeting of the Goverhment called to
deal with the case. Col. Guthrie and
Mr. Blair are close personal friends,
and it is pretty well- known that the
junior member for York did all in his
power to prevent Mr. Blair from be-
ing dismissed. It is safe to say that
Mr. Blair would have no desire to
place Col. Guthrie in a false position,
so therefore when he says that the
Colonel delivered the Premier’'s mes-
sage to him and can verify what he
says in regard to the proposal to play
sick, it rather looks as if he has the
matter pretty well clinched. A denial
from the Premier will be equivalent to
a repudiation of Col. Guthrie.

Mr. Blair in his letter gives a very
frank statement of the whole case, and
we believe that he is telling nothing
that is not the truth. Indeed, so far
as the Government is concerned there
is no eccasion for any man when speak-
ing or writing about it to resort to
falsehood. No person knows this bet-
ter than Mr. Blair, and he would not
take the risk of weakening his case
by making statements which lack the
elements of truth. He has certainly
put it up squarely to Premier Clarke,
and an explangtion from the latter will
be eagerly awaited by the general pub-
lic.

Whatever may be said by Premier
Clarke or Government newspapers in
reply to Mr. Blair's epistle, here is
one passage from it of a personal na-
ture which will scarcely be called in
auestion:

“¥ do not care for the opinion of
“some of the people, yet I realize that
“during the eight ywars I was in the
¢ employ of the present Government I
“did many things in their interests
“ which, knowing what I do at the pre-
“sent time, 1 would not undertake on
“any consideration. I realize now
‘“that they used me for their own in-
‘“terests and I made the great mistake
““ of being too rabid a party man, and
“ submitted to be used for their pur-
‘“ poses.”

It will not be necessary for Mr. Blair
to call any witnesses to establish the
truth of the statement above quoted.
Every person who has taken an inter-
est in York county politics during the
past eight or nine years can vouch for
the truth of what he says. Mr. Blair
was appointed to office by Hon. J. D,
Hazen as a reward for party service,
and bad the support of all the members
for York. He did not cease to be a

partizan after entering the employ of
‘the Government. The Premier and all
the members of the Government were
aware of this, but made no effort to
check him so long as they felt that he
was serving their interests. He took
an active part in the collection of party
funds. He was permitted to leave his
office and work at the polls on election
day. Premier Hazen permitted him
to do this at the time of the More-
house-Burden by-election in York in
1911, and Premier Flemming allowed
him to go forth and work for Colonel
Guthrie at the York by-election in
1914. Ag a ‘matter-of fact he practi-
cally togk“cBafge of this campaign for

and was actually one ol the endorsers,
and subsequently became one of the
martyrs, of the justly celebrated “big
note,” the proceeds of which went in-
to the election pot. Time time
again The Mail called attention to his
political activities and protested
against an official of the Govornment'
playing the roll of a bitter partizan.
Every member of the Government
knew all about it, but instead of cen-
suring him they actually commended
him for what he had done. He was
called a smart, brainy fellow, and on
several occasions was rewarded by a
substantial increase in his salary.
When he wanted to take a holiday trip
to the United States no obstacles were
placed in his way, and he did about as
he pleased. As he puts it in his letter,
the members of the Government “used
him for their own interests” and he
might have added, ‘rewarded him at
the public expense.” They compelled
him to take his official life in his
hands, which meant that with a change
of government his peosition would not
have been worth five cents to him.
Realizing that he could expect no
quarter from opponents when a change
occurred, it is not to be wondered at
that Mr. Blair, following the example
of Premier Flemming, tried to make
some provision for the future. There
was a difference, however, in the two
cases. Flemming acquired some shares
of stock in a Maine Power Company
and claimed that he paid for them.
Blair secured a block of stock in an
Ottawa mushrocom company and was
honest enough to admit that he got it
for nothing. Incidentally it might be
stated that the leading spirit in each!}
company was doing business with the |
New Brun government at the
time C was acquired. Mr.
Blair's statement to Premier Clarke,
“I am not like Flemming,” was correct
except in the sense that each was com-
pelled to give up a good job in the
public service, although it was not on
account of a stock transaction that
Flemming lost his job.

It was Mr. Blair's political activi-
ties which got him in bad with men of
both political parties in York. When
a sphlit occurred in his own party it
became necessary for him to take sides
and he lined up with the McLeod wing,
He incurred the bitter hostility of Mr,
Pinder, who was constantly on his
trail, looking for a chance t0 entrap
him. Other members, including Harry
Woods, Dr. Price and A. R. Slipp, join-
ed in the chase, and they finally got
him.. Mr. Blair is the victim of the
vicious political system which has
grown up in this province during the
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past eight years. He acted as a sort
of gunman for knavish politicians who
which a
ial should not bheen
allowed to do. He is a man of energy
and ability and although he was a
good official, the thought suggests it-
self that if he had served the province
as faithfully as he served the political
party to which he belonged, he would
not have been deprived of his posi-
tion. Mr. Blair may have his faults,
but he stands better in the public es-
timation today than do the men who
first used him to serve their ends and
then drove him from his position in
the public service.
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Many people are wondering what
connection the Nova Scotia Construc-
tion Company, the successful tender-
ers for the Valley Railway, had with
the patriotic potato transaction.
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Most of/the “boys” who figured in
Valley Railway contracts in the palmy

days of Kidd Flemming, have been
promised a look-in on the new con-
tract.
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ON THE SIDE.

Even yet it's early for Bilberries.
First be sure you're right—then stop
talking about it.

If you want to plant oniong, mow is
the time to be on the scent.

In Germany they are killing storks
for food; some newspaper editors in
this country are eating crow.

It used to take more than a threat-
ened libel suit to make a newspaper
withdraw a statement.

Perhaps you have noticed that one
lcan'l always jump at conclusions with-
out taking a tumble.

Spring housecleaning is a way wo-
men have of preparing for fall house-
cleaning.

The Mormons feel that they have the
best facilities for taking care of the
P war widows.

There is already plenty of material
among provincial politicians for a
. branch of the Independent Order of
Down and Outers.

One of these women is your wife:
Some clean house every spring whe-
ther the house needs it or not, and
some clean house twice a day.
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Mr. W. H. Poupore, of Montreal, is
in' the city.

Mr. G. B. Neville, of Montreal, Ig at
{the Queen,

RUSSIANS JOIN
FORCES WITH BRITISH

A Ferce of Cavaly Reaches the
Tigris After an Adventurous
Ride

(Canadian Press.
London, May 21,—A force of Russian

cavalry has joined the British army on
the Tigris, in Mesopotamia.

An official communication, issued to-
night, concerning the situation along
the Tigris, follows:

“General Lake reports that on the
19th the enemy vacated
essa advanced position on the right
bank of the Tigris. Gen. Gorringe, fol-
lowing up the enemy, attacked and car-
ried the Dujailam redoubt. The ene-
my is still holding the Sannayat posi-
tion on the left bank of the river.

“A force of Russian cavalry has join-
ed General Gorringe after a bold and
adventurous ride.”

Last Hope of Turks.

Geneva, May 21, via Paris.—The Con-
stantinople correspondent of the Tri-
bune says that Field Marshal Liman
Von Sanders is assembling a strong
force of Turks at Sivas, in Asiatic Tur-
key, to oppose the advance of the Rus-
sians. The Turks are equipped abun-
dantly with artillery.

The correspondent that
Turkey has called out recruits of the
ages of 17 and 18.

Naval _B_aitle
Maﬂp Going on

(Canadjan Press)

the Bethai-

also says

London, May 22.—Reports from Kal-
mar, in Sweden, on the Baltic, as for-
warded from Copenhagen to the Ex-
change Telegraph Co., state that a vio-
lent cannonade was heard last night
and that it was said a battle is in
progress between German and Russian
warships.

Gr. Joffre

SI. PAUL'S PASTOR

(Continued frem page 8.)

the position of chaplain of ths New
Brunswick ITiegislature.

On: Sundgy morming next the Pres-
byterians will conduct a farewell ser-
vice in the Auld Kirk, the historic
edifice which is soon to be removed

from its present site to give way to |

the new building to be provided by
the estate of Donald Fraser.

Dr. Snith will preach his farewell
sermon on Sunday, June 24.

Hon. George J. Clarke, of St. Ste-
phen, is at the Barker House.

That saves you the trouble of
placements made.

many to imitate it.
is made like this..

wear short fibre
hose.

LESS LUSTRE.

The REAL Holeproof Hosiery nearly
always OUTWEARS THE GPARANTEE.

Holeproof’s great success has tempted

But no other Hosiery
Its fine, long, staple Sea
Island and Egyptian cotton yarns far out-
yarns that go into ordinary

_ The exclusive Swiss process of mercer=
izing adds STRENGTH as well as MATCH-
No other American mak-

For a Definite Time

having re-

HBIeproof Hosiery
Both Silk and Cotton Guaranteed

Against Holes—Against Tears— Against Drop Stitches —

er has this method.

Holeproofs are also made of pure thread
Japanese silk.
shimmering.

They are fine, shapely and

Three pairs of pure Silk Holeproofs
must wear without holes for 3 full moenths,
6 pairs of cotton for 6 months.
new hose FREE if any pair fails within the

You get

specified time.

Try one box—and learn in the nexi few
months what a pleasure it is to have STVYi.-
ISH, PERFECT HOSIERY ALWAYS.

JOHN J. WEDDALL & SON

Agents Pictorial Review Patterns, “Shamrock” Linens, Holeproof Hosiery.

sides of heavy

assembled.

WHOLESALE

Made in Two Styles.

The PEDLAR
PORTABLE STEEL GARAGE

galvanized steel.

Wooden Frame with roof and
All Steel Frame with
roof and sides of heavily galvanized steel.
sizes to suit any automobile. These Garages are shipped
with all parts numbered so that they can be easily
Call and talk the matter over with us.

R. CHESTNUT & SONS

THE HARDWARE PEOP'LE
DOMESTIC SANITARY AND HEATING ENGINEERS

B
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RETAIL

THE CHINESE CAFE

Persons wishing a good meal or
lunch should call at the new Chinese
Cafe. Excellent dinners served for 25
cents. Don’'t forget to try the famous
Chop Suey.

Good board with or without lodging.

Meal tickets sold. Orders taken for
home cooking.

Upstairs over E. G. Hoben’s Store,
cor. King and York streets.

CHARLIE MARK FONG.

cau et
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ANAMA
HATS

—

FOR LADIES, GENTLEMEN
AND CHILDREN.

Direct from the makers to
you

send you a high grade PANA-'
MA HAT, the kind that you can|
roll and put in your pocket. !

‘You will save 50 'per cent.

F. 0. VERDIGUEL & Co.

South American
Hatters

Send us $3.50 and we willl

! “Greyhound” Brand

TENNIS AND OUTING SHOES

LEAD THEM ALL
See our White Duck Outing Pumps.

with the new Pneumatic Heels.

See Our Large Assort-
ment of

Cut Flowers and
Potted Plants

|ROSES, CARNATIONS

and SWEET PEAS

Call at our Greenhouse
and see the large array
of Plants.

Ada M. Schieyer

FLORIST
Charlotte Street

‘Hamiiton, ' Bermuda.

"Phone 217,

VAR e -

H.S. CAM PBE!..L SHOEMAN

e

“The Oldest and
Largest Cafe in
Frederictos”

Washington’s

Everytbing U|;-to-Date
and In:Season.

Oysters Served in All
Styles.

Special Rates for Soc-
iety Suppers.

94 YORK STREET
PHONE. 88-11




