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Notice to Advertisers.

in order Yo ensure changes
being made in advertisements,
copy must reach this office not
later than 9 a.m. on the day
of publication.
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London Thinks Crisis Has S WDER
Been Reached in Great War

callant French Troops Mare Than Halding Their Own i
The Teutonic Struggle at Verdun---Fighting Continues):-

York, Feb. 29

ings that a German commerce

New
New

—Wireless warn-

raider,

possibly accompanied by conso

vas

attacking shipping in the Atlantic were

received by the Standard Oil fanker

_ . e, e ~asatmt——aes
which ar ed here to-

Communipaw,

Algiers

from

received on Febr

partially in code.

3 u 5 Abmb «uall‘in;: Ct 1w al _;‘;;'.(,\x‘w«'l
heing chased by suspicious ship which
' ghe believes to be a German raider.

Position weh and wmx course west.”

The (ommunipaw was some miles
south of the Azores when this message
was received. At noon a second mes-
sage, apparently from the same ship,
arrived. It said:

“Altered course to wpn and nna.”

The third and most significant was
received about 9 o'clock that evening.
Its text was:

“German steamer is-attacking ship-
ping in the Atlantic, and may be as-
sisted by captured vessels which she
armed. Description, 6,000 tons, speed
15 knots, combination freight and pas-
senger steamer. Carries two guns and
is posing as a neutral.”

s Lttt <71 Vel
PETROGRAD, Feb. 29 (via London).—Announcement was made to-

day, semi-officially that tremendous activity has been observed over the
whole length of the German front in the east. There are various indica-
Hons that spring will see another great effort by the Germans on the Rus-
sian front. Enormous quantities of incendiary and explosive bombs have
been collected by the Germans. Another feature of these preparations is
the bringing up of apparatus for qerial warfare on an increasing scale.
Aerodromes are being enlarged and great numbers of aeroplanes for-
warded from Germany. j | METHODIST CHURCH
LONDON, Feb. 29.— It was announced in the House today that the | slipli g Ll bl &
Italian government had requisitioned 34 of the 37 German steamers B N e e . o, wed
terned in Italian ports. e re R

department has been called out.

French Official Report Tells of the —_————————— %

S o URY TD BROGE PN
ING SCANDAL 15 GONTINUED

PARIS, Feh. 29.—The bombardmentl to the norlh of Ver-
dun is continuing with greater intensily. East of the. Meuse

Ex-Manager Colby Says He Gave H. M. Blair a $10,000 Stock

Certificate Which Was Later Returned—Colby Squealed

tast night there was resumption of violen{ local attacks. Near
the village of Douaumont the fighling came to a hand-to-hand
When Blair Refused to Accept a Draft—Enquiry the Re-
sult of a Tory Feud.

(Canadian Press.)

encounter and (he Germans were repulsed by French (roops.
After intense artillery fire, German forces captured the vil-
tage of Mannueilles, but a counter attack brought the Frénch
10 the western boundary of this location. They now hold Man-
ueilles under their fire. In Lorraine the Germans suceeeded in
oceupying small sections of French trenches, buf they were
very shortly driven out from these positions. The text of the
oflicial communication is as follows:
“mg the north of Verdun the bombardment has continued]™; =y ;
§ 3 S X of the people and is doing the business
with inereased Llllﬁ‘llSH_\'. of hte people, behind closed doors.
“In the sector to the east of the Meuse lasl nighl there was! H. M. Blair has been secretary of
a resumption of the previous violent atlacks, particularly in the |the Board of Works for most of the
vicinily of the village of Donaumont. where the fighling came thne ‘siigs tho, PRovoR’ JOTARpRER.
{0 hand-to-hand encounters, resulting in fthe driving back ul'|:;‘mf' e o o R i 4
slow. who went west some years ago.
the enemy by our troops. He has not only been secretary of the
“Tn the Woevre district the Germans were successlul. afler Board, but he has been “the main
an intense preparalory arlillery fire, in gaining possession of |guy” of the big spending department.
{he village of Mannueilles. An immediale counter attack on ha:“]‘:(‘e‘n’ TaH;‘Z”:fE;"g;‘J;“S“E‘fL(;‘;
m‘n‘. parl'bro_ug:ht it back to the \j'eslorn boundary of this village.| oo cERTAIN LEADERS IN THE
\\In(‘:‘h we no\yhold un.der ?ul" fire. VS : Fom PARTY, NOTABEY WEBBRS.] " a i when oo the Mnd yesteniay,
In Lorraine the énemy was successful in penetraling sev- |McLEOD AND GUTHRIE.  0OnSe|gwore that Pinder had these original
eral small sections of our advanced irenches, but they were
almost immediately driven out of these positions.

quently he has been more or less at|jocyments. Pinder was in town all
loggerheads with Pinder and his wing day but did not go near the depart-

“There is nothing lo reporl from the remainder of the
front.”

of the party.
General Feeling in England is That the

Since the departure or McLeod and
Guthrie for overseas service, Pinder
and his supporters have had their guns
trained on Blair, and the latter has
. » o 5t as ssive 1 art.
Crisis of the Great War Has Been Reached |\, 107 11,0500 inien 1o
LONDON, Feb. 29.—The momentous evenls at Verdun | wing of the Tory party in York by
leave little doubt that the crisis of the great war has been reach- A
ed.”” This statement by the Pall Mall Gazette fairly represents |
the general feelings in \\~L‘]|—]‘l]ftﬁ)l'lp0(l quarters here in regard| . ¢ ihe Government whips, Harry | regard to the relations of contractors
{0 th German onslaught. It is believed (he world now is Wit- | woods and Dr. Price, have heen tak- with the' sovennraent : p
nessing the final culmination of the plan whieh the German
high commanl delermined on long before the war began, and
for which preparations have been in steady progress for more!
than a year.
o Iyisadmilted (haf the Germans have deall the Allies a heavy
hlow by gaining four or five miles on a front of nine or len miles| lit was first Harry and then Albert, and
dand Cil]’ﬂl\l'ill;." some 4‘_\|;'(\||u~l,\' strong ').,,-'l[i.,“,-_ bul il \\w»|11<l"“‘*“" now being investizated by M. G.|then contradicting himself as to their
not be true lo say thal uneasiness is fell in regard to the oul- ERRSt R Sk, J L
come, despile the glorious defence of the French soldiers, \\'Im“i‘ u‘:\l,ih:“,\\lﬁ,lj" N oo b AR e o b b s i sl
are resisling lhe German advance with the utmosl cullan vy T O e el ekl Lol L N T eeton
self-saerifice and heroism. :
Capture of Verdun Looked Upon as a
Possibility Which Allies May Have to Face
The capture of Verdun, which only a week ago would have
been deemedabsolutely impossible by mililary authorities here,
is now dizcussed as a possibility which the Allies may have to
face. T T
It is ol denied thal the fall of he ereal French fort would|
he a serious matler for the Allies, but, on the other hand, to
ql'ml,c Lord B,\'n‘lon.]mm. who brings to bear on the great issues|pave been available had the sight draft | afigqavit that the stock had been re-
of the war one of the most acule and well informed minds in{of the former manager of tw.n.‘nnm‘““‘,,;.l,-f-- ; e
this counfry, “if, when the issue becomes clear.
the Germans have only achieved some quile moderale territorial

S

It is a new device of government's
to investigate the condunct of a publis
official who is paid with the money

TAWA to locate their man.

They telephoned him from the Cha-
teau Laurier and Colby went and told
them his story with regard to Blair.
They thought it good enough to have
him swear to it. Later this sworn
statement was sent to Premier Clarke
and the government ordered the en-
quiry.

But Pinder also went to Ottawa and
he saw Colby too, and got some real
documents, a letter and telegram from
Blair to Colby, which will no doubt be
produced today.

Mr. Colby's Evidence.

mental buildings, where the enquiry
was going on, and last night a sub-
poena was issued for him and was
read to him over the telephone, to
come himself and to bring all docu-
ments with him.
He promised to send the documents
Mr. Teed, and may accompany
them.
Colby a good witness. He
showed that his code of morals with

to

A Family Squabble. wasn't

was different
ing a hand in the conflict and have|from what the public expects. He
Jined up with Pinder in the hope that \ treated his sworn affidavit as a “mere
if Blair could be ousted John Morrissy | statement,” and seemed to think light-
would have to get out of the Govern-

|
|} > .
| 1y of the fact that he had sworn to it.
| ment. 1

He became very mixed as to the iden-
This nice Tory family squabble re-!tity of the Smith brothers, sayving that

. | ¥ £
lally accounts for the char

es against

e

identity.
Chandler bezan his in-

pected that Pinder and Woods ”“‘lﬁhzul sent him. The stock wasn't worth
| Price and several other M. P. P’s| wrapping paper, and he wrote Blair,
| would prefer enough charges to make|gffering  him ten thousand dollars’
it interesting for the Deputy Minister,| worth as part of an arrangement for
H. M. Blair. But they sat mute “'h”“‘{l‘.l:nir to resign his position in the de-
Messrs. Carter and Veniot were 111:\1\'~|p;n'||!n-1|l and accept the managership
ing other departmental charges and | of Concrete Constructions for the Mar-
proving them.

jitime Provinces.
{ e
Refused to Pay Draft. | and asked if

| : ; A
_ Blair did not send this stock back to

Probably the evidence now h"i”g{him. Colby said he did
given in the Council chamber in llu";

When cross-examined

0’ “Why, then, Mr. Colby,” asked Mr.
effort to connect Blair would m'\'cr‘(;,v‘\gm-\-. “did vou not state in vour

|much bridge painting in New Bruns-|pp price said not to do so, as it made
sains, with an extravagant expendilure of life and muniliuns.‘

wick in 1913, been accepted and ]):Ii(l“”” material difference.”
ihe effect npon (he enemy musl necessarily be profound.  Foil-

by Mr. Blair . z R
y Mr. Blair. C'olby made many other interesting

IN THE ATLANTIG?

EVE WITNESES DESCRIBE
THE TERRIFIG GERMAN
ONGLAUGHT ON VERDUN

|The Enemy Came on in Massed For-

mation And Were Mowed Down Like:
Grass---Terrible Execution by the
French 75 Millimetre Guns.

(Canadian Press.)
PARIS, Feb. 28.—Military critics here express the opinion
that the German forces which at the beginning of the battle
around Verdun numbered probably half a million, now exceed
750,000.

“The situation is now decidedly better,” is the phrase com-
monly used this morning in the Paris press regarding the strug-
gle for the great French stronghold. The French are beginning
to react vigorously against the German ““bludgeon strokes,’
which are having less and less effect and are being delivered
with diminished energy. It is expected, however, that they
will be renewed again today, but at new points. The fact that
the battle is now shifting is taken as a sign that the German
General Staff has begun to despair of making a real impression
on the French defence.

RESEMBLED A SHAMBLES.

1 fought since the beginning of the war,” says a soldier
who has returned to Paris and who was present al the fighting
al Ornes. “T saw the shambles al Suippes and Souain. ' They
were nothing to what 1 saw last week. The enemy advanced,
and we retired under orders, but we killed them by the dozens.
Il was <o terrible that I, who have watched my comrades fall
around me almost with indifference, shuddered as my memory
recalls these seenes.” :

““As their baltalions advanced upon us they were in serried
masses, by files of twenty. The shrapnel from our 75 milli-
metre guns and the heavy projectiles fell among (hem and you
could see the greal gaps as if a mower had passed with a seylhe.
Then high explosives which burst on contact fell, and limbs
shol into the air. We were so close that pieces of their torn
bodies fell among us. Eventually we reached Moncourt and
taok shelter for a time in a wood. Although it was three o’clock
in the morning, the bursting shells made il as clear as day. giv-
ing the battlefield the aspect of a fairy scene.

THE DEAD LAY IN GROUPS.

“From behind us the French artillery fired inlo the German
masses, the German shells flying over our heads toward the
Douaumont section. Then our machine guns, placed in batter-
jies every five yards, began to play, and we saw the dead in
groups upright, where there was not room to fall.

“From Moncourt I followed the supply road as far as Fleury,
where I took the light railway toward Verdun. The heavy guns
near Douaumont and Damloup were firing as tast as they could
be loaded. When we passed between the two points the air
pressure produced by fhe continuous discharges was so terrific
fhat blood rushed from our ears and our lungs almosl ceased
working.”’

FRENCH SOLDIER WHO WAS WOUNDED GIVES -
GRAPHIC ACCOUNT OF THE GREAT STRUGGLE

DARIS. Feb. 29.—A combatant who was in one of the mos!
advanced trenches early in the batlle of Verdun, and who has
relurned to Paris wounded, gives his experience as follows:

“ AL dawn we received orders (o leave the (rench and to re-
tire to a strong position in the Vaux woods in front of Douau-
mond.

‘Bending low, we retired four or ive kilomelres through
(he snow wilhout much loss. = Once in the new lrenches, we
could not hear one another spelk, so greal was (he noise of the
cannonading. and when we looked through lhe periscopes we
could only see heavy clouds of smoke shutling out (he sky wtih
jels of fire flashing through the snow flakes. There were aboul
4 doen of us in the trench. and we fell the suppressed emolion
so much that at last we all burst out singing. and yvel none ot us

il proves (hial | Constructions, Limited, which did so} <[ wanted to, but Harry Woods and| o[ (he advancing (roops

could hear a word spoken even by himself.
HUNS CAME IN MASSES.

“Phen we saw the Germans coming on. They were in such

lnl:lssvs that they looked like a flock of sheep. When our guns

hegan lo speak the emply spaces began Lo show among the grey
bul they were soon filled up by {resh
parties of grey.

“As they neared our barbed wire. our machine guns opened

ure. ever Shial fail [ : | When the drafts were sent back, | statements when on the stand. Helfire and we had lo cover our ears wilh anvihing thal came handy
'@ OVeIn partia ¢ e 0 ered Tensive { by evidently: trie ky O o { . by : " ;
. : ||'.l 1 lnre, f’ a greal oflensive followiige ll||n]|l(;ul)) evidently tried to get square.|said he “knew no more about books| (lie NOISE Was SO tremendous. I fell no feaz, but I had no feel-
. R ) < CEDSSES O Prieginmn anr 5 1 s ¥ 4 F % - D \WORT SE X 1A - PR

u‘ splendi HCCOSS( of the Russian army in. Asia. wottld “Emt”\—) ._il‘,/r\“) \,ENT TO B../nl-Ru_j(h:ln a dog does about heaven,” and be \ ines or lhoughts, only a sort of blizzine of verlizo. ‘When ight
bring about a complete change in the mhole military ~ilu:a"iun;(‘ PPONENTS THAT HE HAD THE |came confused in his evidence when| | the flai . lichtled up tl Hb Id, tl 4" 1 ‘1 i
4 ¥ 1 y y Y USTUFF"-T PUT Y ) S R ¢ came olrand the tlares 1Hgnied p the eLQ, 1¢ Lxermans.seemaea
and pl'(!:vi(i‘l‘\‘ waould be-the herald of coming 1iclory for H.,-\ :”"Lg'“F 'Q‘ o Il_J{ ll’ﬂlwf\-“,of_'?; A‘Or“ Mr. Gregory questioned him upon H“'l ¢ e & AR s K tianl 11ision D advaneceoed
Allies.’ ‘ BUSINESS, AND RY WOODS |statement of Concret istructions l“""‘»i*““"“"“~‘”‘ was an optcal Hiusion iney advanecd
\ 11168, ~ S RICE a1y i 4 : X e ; b e AT

AND DR. RIC HU L B QT4 (Continued.'on Dag : & l hray “.\ waving ¢ rifles and leaping over the dead.



