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The French Officia

Tells of Sanguinar

Hung Direct Powerful Attacks at French Positions East uf}r;‘,.\‘.,
The Meuse---But They Proved Ineffective---The French .
Line Remains Intact---The Enemv Repulsed. |

PARIS, March 9.=—The Germans ha

intense artillery fire and violent infantry assault

official statement, which says the attackers were completely defeated af-
ter having penetrated the village of Vaux. The official statement follows:

“In the Argonne our artillery has continued

" enpemy’s routes of communication, notably in the

crunning from Mort Homme Hill (o the south of Cumieres.

the region of Montfalcon and Nantillers.

“To the west of the Meuse the enemy has attempted several counter
attacks in the course of the night to regain the ground lost by him yester-
day. Two abortive attacks were preceded by an intense ar tillery prepara-
tion directed against the village of Bthincourt. The attacks were stopped
by our batteries, preventing the enemy debouching from Corbeau}\ wood.

Struggle East of the Meuse is Being
Carried on With Great Bitterness

“The penewed efforts of the enemy have not been able fo
dislodge us from the large stretch of territory which we have |
wmanquered and mmululated To the east of the Mense the |
struggle is being carried on wilh great bitterness since yester- |
day. At the end of the evening. and in the course of the night.
in the region between Douaumont and (he village of Vaux, lln~
(iermans direcled several powerful attacks on our positions. In

spite of the inlensily of the artillery fire and the violence of the i

infantry asasulls, {he enemy were unable to make any impres-
s<ion on our line and has been completely repulsed. Some de-

tachmenls of German infaniry which had penetrated the village |
of Vaux were driven oul immediately al the point of the bayo-!

In the Woevre there has been an in-
termifternt bombardment on bolh sides, without any infaniry
aection. In Lorraine a surprise atlack to the west of the Le]
Ppretre forest, resulted in the capture by us of 20 prisoners.”

Honors of the Day Rested With the
French, But Situation Remains Undecided

PARIS. Mareh 9. As a resull of yesterday's operations. the
French line west of the Meuse, in the Verdun batltle, now runs
from Bethincourt, by Corbeaux wood, and the northern part of
Cumieres to the upper end of Cole dé L'Oie, and is thus in ad-
vance of the first line of resistance conslituted by positions
The
advance is considered of considerable importance in the French
position in thal section. The faith of the public in the solidity
of the line west of the Meuse is regarded as justified by the re-
sults of the first day’s heroic counter altacks.

The whole front veslerday was copiously shelled by German
heavy artillery, but the German infantry attacks on positions at
Bethincourt, on the left of the more westerly of the two pla-
feax, between which the French line runs, were unsuceessful.
Wave after wave of densely paecked masses pushed forward,
but the Frenchmen having emerged from shelter as sobn as the
preliminary bombardment ceased, directed such an effeclive
fire from carefully placed machine guns, accompanied by fire

5 millimetre guns, that. after struggling bod-

neb by a counter altack.

from rifles and 75
ily again and again. the assailants finally gave up and retired.

Encouraged by their suecess, the Frenchmen won back the
Corbeaux wood. which they had lost the day before. 11 was

considered that the honors of the day rested with the French,
hut the situation at Verdun is vel undecided.

Repert That German Fleet Was Out of

The Kiel Canal Has Some Confirmation ! ..cu 1o the press today.

ave been repulsed between Douau-
mont and the village of Vaux, after several heavy attacks accompanied by
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Viscount French was in court.
evidence showed that
between Viscount and
Moore and the former had consulted
the American on important = military
problems, solution of which required
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Manitoba Grand Jury
Has Graft Case Up

its bombardment of the
eastern Argonne, and in

Winnipeg, March 9.— The Grand
Jury began yesterday afternoon the
consideration of the indictment

against the ex-cabinet
Manitoba.
to examine.

ministers of
There are many witnesses

'LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
‘ OPENED THIS AFTERNDON

Brilliant Ceremony Was Witnessed by a Large Number of
. Spectators—Mr. 0. M. Melanson of Westmorland Elected
‘ Speaker—Military Turnout One of the Best Ever.

' The Fourth Session of the present Legislative Assembly of the Province
i of New Brunswick opened this afternoon with the customary ceremonial, the
il,iouton.mt Goyernor’s salute of thirteen guns being the only portion of the
usual proceedings which was absent. The weather conditions were not en-
ltm\l\ favorable, but nevertheless the attendance of spectators both within
| And without the House was large. Admittance to the galleries and floor of the

(hammr was by ticket, and the rush of spectators began long before the
| arrival of His Honor the Lieutenant Governor.
The session being the second to be held during the present war, khaki

was the predominating feature. The guard of honor was in service dress, the
cfficers who attended the Lieutenant Governor on the floor of the House were
in like dress, and instead of civil police, returned soldiers, the majority of
whom had been wounded in France, were on guard at the doors.
MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE IN UNIFORM.

Two members of the Legislature were in khaki, Lieut. Col. I’
M. P. P., of Fredericton,
France, and Capt. L. P. D.
New Brunswick.

A. Guthrie,

Tilley, M. P. P., of St. John,

rext. He is Lieut. Col. F. B. Black, M. P. P., of
with the 6th Mounted Rifles.
IMPRESSIVE SCENE IN ASSEMBLY CHAMBER.

The scene within the Assembly Chamber during the opening ceremonies
was, most impresive.
vnits, garbed in khaki, gave an impressive touch to the general appearaunce
of the gathering. The handsome costumes of the ladies who were given seats
or honor on the floor of the Chamber relieved the sombreness ol the scene.

(Continued on page 2.)

Sackville,

Recruiting Back- |German Prisoners
ward In Duebec

| London,
\  Montreal, March 9.—In a statement

March 9-— German nava
iuml military prisoners in the Unitec

Bishop Far-| winedqom, at present total 13,821,

thmg. head of the Anglican church, ap-

MODRE LIBEL CASE
0UT OF COURT

action
Detroit,

yrd Chief

United
Allies.
The

who returned last autumn after being wounded in
recruiting officer for
A third member of the House who is in service during the
present war was not present and will not arrive in Fredericton until Monday
who was in France

The large attendance of officers of overseas and other
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and
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MEXICAN BANDITS UNDER
VILLA MADE DARING RAID
N COLUMBUS, N. M.

ve Hundred Made Surprise Attack on
Mew Wexico Town Killing a Number
df Civilians---Also  Attacked the
Gamp of 13th Cavalry.

COLUMBUS, New Mexico, March 9,—Five hundred Vilia
bandits attacked this point at 4.30 this morning, killed a num-
ber of civilians, men and women, and had possession of the
town for an hour and a haif. Driven off by three troops of the
13th Cavalry, they retreated at six o’clock, leaving part of the
town in flames. A large number of Mexicans were kiilled.
Their bodies dotted the streets, where they had been posted
picking off Americans as they emerged pell-mell out of burn-
ing dwellings and hotels. There appeared to be no wounded-
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of the first buildings fired by Villa’s men.
THREE MEN SHOT DOWN.

Mexican bandils, standing outside the {flaming building,
shot down A. L. Ritchie, proprietor of the hotel, and W. R.
Walker, a guest, as they altempted a dash from the door. Both
were dead when picked up later. C. C. Miller, owner of a drug
store, was shot as he tried to enter the door of the Hoover hotel,
an adobe structure. whose mud walls protected a score of cow-
ering women and children, who remained in the rooms, while a
howling mob of bandits surged through surrounding streets.

They first attacked the camp of the 13th Cavalry, which
suffered little, though a number of American soldiers were
killed and wounded and a number of cavalry horses ridden ff
by the Mexicans as they {led back toward Mexico after daylight.

VILLA SPRANG A SURPRISE.

The allack was a complele surprise: Villa deceiving all the
authorities by dispatching a telegram to Pachita, N. M., lasl
nighl saying Thal he was at the Nogales Ranch, in Chihuahua,
near the border, bul at least forly-four miles from here.

Col. H. J. Slocum, commanding the 13th Cavalry, has sent
sent out heavy patrols and has two troops of eavalry al Gibson’s
ranch, fifteen miles west. Carranza customs ,z.uar«ls at the
horder gales, three miles south of Columbus, had dug a few
rifle pils for the fifty Carranza soldiers. who fled when Villa
appeared in lhe vicinily several days ago.

Mr. and Mrs. Milton James, and J. H. Dean.
later added to the list of Americans killed.

THE NEWS AT WASHINGTON.

WASHINGTON, March 9. - First reports of the Mexican
raid on Columbus. N. M.. were received at the While House
while President Wilson was _having his first conference with
Newton D. Baker, the new Seeretary of War. Officials admil-
ted that lhe raid pul a very serious aspect on the Mexican situ-
alion. While the poliey of the administration, so far, has been
1o look lo the Carranza forces to deal with the bandits, some
officials declared today that it was a grave question whether
such a raid as that on Columbus was nol sufficient evidence of
the inability of the Carranza governmeni to deal with the situa-
tion to warrant sending American troops over the line.

CLAIMS LOSSES WERE LIGHT.

BERLIN. March 8.--Previous stalements that the German
losses in the baltle of Verdun are relatively lighl, seem to find
corroboration in an official list of the casualties of the 24th
Regiment of Brandenburgers. who were in the thick of the
fighting and who \lmmcd Fort Douvaumont. The tolal casual-
ties in the list are 202, whereot 50 are dead. Reports circulat-
ing in the town of .\L‘llllp[)l[}. the home garrison of the Regi-
ment. are to the effecl thal the total losses in the actual storp-

merchant. were

1
1

Several guests were burned to death in the Central Hotel, one

LONDON. March 9. The morning newspapers publish
from their correspondents in Holland such delails as are avail-
able there regarding (e recent aclivily of the German fleel in
the North Sea.  According (o these accounts, the fleet included
about fifty craft of all deseription. from the most modern Dread-
noughts down Lo old fashioned torpedo boals. The fleel was
escorted by (wo Zeppeling, which served as scouls lo prevenl a

[ all of them receive the same pay
peals to the people throughout the British: soldie¥s
province to leave the bi-lingual ques-|
tion in Ontario #f abeyance until ;mm‘:l
the war. He points out the import-wl
ance of winning the war ahove all else,

according to a state-
ment made in the House of Commons
this afternoon by Harold J. Tennant,
parliamentary under-secretary for war.
;Smn(‘ of them are employed in mak-

p: ‘DIrAsSSes Y 1 oW ‘ ir © 1 B : . 5 ks
and expresses the view thal if Quebec ling mail bags, for which they receive

X : province does its duty in sending re-| 449 each. There are 32,181 interned
surprise altack hy hostile vessels.  One ftrawler sighted this|eruits, the bi-lingunal question will be | apemy aliens, the under i )
leet 165 miles due west of the mouth of {he Elbe.  Anotherp|fairly deal with after the war. od, somes of yhom "Are ; (‘mDIO\:ml in
saw it 30 miles northweslt of Yumiden. Al lhe German ships Teh backwardness of recruiting in quﬁrrivs and others in mukin;} mail
were painted a war grey, and swere invisible at shorl distance. [this province has now reached such bags. The government, he said, hopes

an acute stage that a conference is be-
ing held this afternoon in the Board
of Trade building between Sir Sam
Hughes and prominent business men — L Aeidaey

Great fire At

method of bringing the eligible of the

Hed,vy clonds of smoke frequently hide them complelely.

One Duteh trawler is quoted as having made (he following
report:  During the recent air raid on England a Zeppelin
was seen scouling in advance of three cruisers and a leel of
destroyers and submarines, which were believed the

oners shortly on the
lforest lands.

try to devise some

to have

to start both military and civilian pris-
work of clearing

ing of the fort were only 18 killed and wounded.
TURKISH OFFICIAL REPORT IS MEAGRE.

CONSTANTINOPLE. Mareh 8 {via London The follow
ing stalement of military u]nmlmm was issued (oday by lhv
Turkish War Office. “Situation in all thealres is une Imnw s

BERLIN, March 9 (by wireless to Sayville)..—The Auslrian
‘nmlqnnlvu stafl n[mll of March 8, received ln‘u- today from

Vienna. is as follows: “0n (he front of Archduke Joseph Fer-
dinand’s army there have been intermittent combals.”™

Germany Oeclares

tugal is considered inevitable.

Berlin, March 9 (by wireless to Say-
ville).—Germany has declared war on

intention of making a dash for English walers. The Zeppeli / Spvhy
. tion of making a d.h.h for l,.n;,h.\h \\u.((, rs. 'he Zeppelin, province to a realization of their duty. WEr "“ Purtu al Portugal, .uolillll},. n.»“ Wl announce
however, made certain discoveries regarding the walehfulness | Quebee is far behind all other pro- i h P ment by the ‘semi-official overseas
of the British fieel. and the German squadron hastily wilhdrew.” | vinces in the proportion of enlistments Em 5 russw wgency today.

to population.

Portugaj and Germa]ly Amsterdani,

M: nch 9 (via London).

March 9.—German residents |

[ L.ondon,
|(,,(u.r,|IFRENCH HAVE REPULSED

Oporto throughout

in and

PALLS. March 9 A\ ruplure wilth Germany is regarded by NOTED JOURNALIST DIED A great fire has destroyed were-!have been advised by their consul to | REPEATED GERMAN ATTACKS
£ 11 B T A . i ( S raataed 4 . . VRS : -
he Portucticse 2over v i’ A s . SUDDENLY IN ENGLAND | houses and a large quantity of mer-fproceed to Spain immediately, accord Paris, March 9 (via London).—On
10 Portugiese government as inevilable, savs a Lishon corre- 8 : Al s et fivoly AR IR R e e e v
ondent to I Mali i e l I Y London, March 9.—Fred T. Jane, a'chandise al Muenchen-Gladbach, a {ing to a despatch to the lixchange
= s > { i 'O i & ) 3¢ ok H e 2 » : > e » P SO LTeY lse O 3 ) «
0 \. 2 L S A SN r‘. ive measures have ac- widely known naval suthor and jour- | town in Rhenish Prussia, sixteen milés | Telegraph Co. from Lisbon. It is sup- the French have repulsed repeated at-
l'UHl'U){_jJ'\ begn 'Iille‘ll ”l““’:_ the coast and al the entrance of nalist, died suddenly osterday  at | southwest of Dusseldorf. The damage posed, says the correspondent, that | tacks ~on the vlllage of Bethincourt,
the Tagus., against submarines. The lighthouses have been|southses, kngland, He was 45 vears |Was extensive, according to German |the diplomats will eave this week. as taccording o a sewi-official statement
“h.hll"“: to rerarn ‘l“"l"' l-.hl. ; apers received | a runture hetween Germany t*ot 1 today



