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Parliament Buildin 
" 

lL 

At The Federal Capital 
Is Destroyed By Fire 

Flames Started in the Reading Room at Nine OQ’clock And 

Spread With Lightning Rapidity---Six Lives Believed to 

Have Been Lost---Several M Ps Declared That They 

Heard Explosions And Believe the Fir. Was Se. by Alien 

Enemies---Loss Will Run Into Million 

OTTAWA, Feb. 3—Fire, which broke out in the reading room of the 

House of Commons at 10 minutes to 9 tonight, spread with appalling rapidity 

and resulted two hours afterwards in the destruction of the greater part of 

the magnificent Gothic building. 

The library, with its inestimable treasure of books and public documents, 

and a part of the Senate wing on the east side of the magnificent Parliament 

building, were saved through fire walls and the efforts of firemen. < 

Th Commons chamber, all the Commons offices, the restaurant, the 

Speakers’ chambers and almost the whole of the west wing, were completely 

gutted, only the walls and a small portion of the interior of the building re- 

maining intact. 

Many valuable records in the various officers were destroyed. It will take 

months to repair the damage. \ 

The loss will probably be at least $1,500,000, but no accurate estimate can 

be given tonight. Meanwhile the Commons will have to continue its labors 

either in the Senate chambers or in some public edifice in Ottawa. 

At the time of writing the fire was still in progress in the central and 

western portion of the building, and was creeping to the senate side. The 

central portion, and in the west wing, very little except the stone walls is left 

to consume. It was a spectacular fire. For a time it was fea red that a num- 

her of lives had been lost, so rapidly did the fire spread with its pall of smcke 

through the drafty corridors. 

But although the Speaker’s wife and a number of the typists and female 

employes on the upper stories of the building had to be taken down 

or jump into fire nets spread by the firemen, it is thought that there were no 

ccopt Madame Morin *and 

ders, 

fatalities among those who were in the building e3 

Madame Bray, of Quebec, guests of Madame Se 

the Speaker's chambers. 4 

Four men are reported to be buried in the ruins, but the fierceness of the 

fire has so far prevented search for the bodies. They were buried by a falling 

wall and are either firemen or soldiers on duty. 

The origin of the fire is a mystery. It may never be known. 

suspicions last night of incendiarism, possibly by a German agent, but as 

policemen were on guard at both doors of the room where the fire started and 

others in the rom itself, it would have been difficult for anyone to deliberat
ely 

set the fire without being detected. Those early on the scene told of explos- 

“jens. 

One Minister of the Crown, Hon. Martin Burrell, whose office was just 

of the reading room, where the fire started, was badly burned about the face 

im making his escape. When he opened his office door the flames from news- 

papers and other inflammable material in the room, burst into his face and he 

Jad to rush out into the Commons corridor through blinding smoke and fly
ing 

cinders. ; \ X 

Within five minutes from the time the fire started, the whole place was 

full of dense smoke. 

y, who were caught in 

There were 

——— 

north helped to fan the flames, and 

this, combined with the enforced 

draught inside the buildings and the 

The Commons, which was in session 

at the time, with Mr. Loggie of North- 

umberland, speaking on the question 

ate side. The Red Chamber itself is 

doomed, but the firemen still hope to 

check the flames in the extreme east 

and west portions of the building. 

General Sir Sam Hughes, Minister 

of Militia, pending an official investi- 

gation of the fire, is not inclined to 

attribute it to incendiary work by 

some alien enemy. 

According to the story told by the 

policeman just adjacent to the read- 

ing room, the fire started among some 

files of papers. At first it looked like 

merely a small blaze, and he tried to 

extinguish it with a chemical extin- 

zuisher. Iowever, just at that mo- 

ment, he says, the door leading into 

the Senate rooms was opened and a 

strong draught of air blew through, 

fanning the flames among the piles of 

Four Men Missing. 

It is feared at 1.30 this morning that 

deaths 

y the toli of the fire. Two Dominion po- 

two employees of the 

| House are definitely reported missing. 

They are Robert Fanning, attached to 

the Speaker's staff; Al¥red Desjardins, 

in the Cmamons post office department, 

and two Dominien policemea whose 

names are not yet available. 

This brings the known fatalities to 

six. The four men with several oth- 

ers were helping to fight the fire in 

the rooms below the Speaker's Cham- 

ber when the roof féll in. They have 

not been since seen and others work- 

ing with them who managed to escape 

are certain that they were caught in 

the falling debris. It will be impos- 

sible to look for the bodies until some 

y time tomorrow. 

The East and West blocks, depart- 
mental buildings, separate from the 

main building, are unscathed. 

four more must be added to 

| licemen and 

Tower Collapsed. 

thick smoke, made the work of the 

firemen most difficult. 

In an hour's time the central por- 

tion of the roof fell in and the noble 

Gothic towers behind the libr, vy build- 

ing were pinnacles of flames. Fear of 

falling walls and turrets prevented the 

firemen from effectively fighting the 

fire from the inside. From the outside 

it seemed as if the puny streams were 

making little or no impression on the 

-of the encouragement of fish transport 

40 the western provinces, was hurried- 

dy emptied. So rapidly did the pall of 

‘smoke rush in that the startled mem- 

bers could with difficulty grope their 

way out. They did not even have time 

to get their coats in the lockers, adja- 

cent to the reading room, or to go to 

their rooms for them. Many of them 

‘had to rush outside without overcoats 

amd stand in the freezing weather out- 

side. The Prime Minister himself was | raging furnace within. 

among those who had to make his By 11 o'clock the whole interior of 

exit hurriedly without overcoat or hat. | ‘central and western I on of the 

| building were practically destro) 

Poor Water Pressure. The main tower, isolated as 

Although there were supposed to be fram the fe pals of ay PRLERE: | 

Bre walls, the big roomy corridors pro- still DOG intact BR the 3 SUL} 

vided a fine draught for the flames, | Png at the top, The clock went 
on striking the hour as tdiough noth- 

and the firemen, owing to poor water!’ y 

pressure and the size of the building, aE AER HADEENINE : z 
eo Ot aah: Within fifteen minutes after bie fire | 

Phe fire raged with fury for four started the place Nhs foes 08 SEL 

<bours, making an appalling but splen- neo pits Ca i Ri 1 Gms 

did spectacle for tens of thousands | venture bo SPROUL) Sad REA oer 

who crowded upon the hill. General 1g (here was little opportunity for! 

Sir Sam Hughes, who was early on the the clerks Sod LS A 

spot, promptly called out the 77th Bat- HDLORNARY sh FUORE H using 

talion, who formed a fire cordon about a AT rR BE a 

the building. AIl the available fire 

appliances in the city were brought to! 

play. Ambulances, to look after those 

‘overcome by smoke or who were in- 

igred, were rushed to the scene. 

| 
| 

| 
| 

in records and other 

| ments. 

edly of 

duct of 

will seriously hamper the proeeedings 

parliament 

great importance to the con- 

public business, and their loss 

of and cause considerable 

resume its labors. | 

in the fire one of the firemen i Jumped into fire nets. Barly 

a ‘fhe Speaker's chamber, just ad- work on the roof near the reading 

jacent to ithe reading room, Madame 

Sevigny, the wife of the Speaker, and 

her two children, had to be taken out 

through the windows. Madame Se- 

at 

room, slipped and fell to the ground. 

He was carried unconscious into the 

library where he recovered sulficient- | 

ly in half an hour to be removed to 

© wigny herself jumped into a fire net a | {he nogpital. It is understood that 
few feet below the window, but es-|he js suffering from concussion of 
waped injury. 

Two ladies of the stenographic staff 

also were obliged to jump from sec- 

ond story windows into the fire nets, 

but landed safely. One of the female 

cassistants in the restaurant, who was 

aiso carried down a ladder, was so 

the brain. 

Red Chamber Doomed. 

At 12.30 the main tower was a gi- 

gantic torch of flame and the fire was 

steadily cating its way into the Sen-; 

confusion before the House can again’ 

i The roof of the tower collapsed at 

[1.30 and fell to the northeast with a 

roar, sending a shower of sparks and 

Foren into the sky. 

The main building of the House of 

Parliament is doomed to 

tion. 

money. 

tal destruc- 

The loss cannot be estimated in 

The building was valued at 

about $1,500,000, but the contents are 

of inestimable value. There is no in- 

surance, 

The Parliamentary library at the 

ir will likely be saved, although sol 

( are busy 1 y out the valu. 

ible vol $ 

wo spectacular incidents of 

58. SE 

By a Specialist 

Poor sight and bad terth are due to the 
same cause-—neglect, We neglect our 
teeth and they decay; we neglect our 
eves, and our sig dim, Most peo- 
ple know how to preserve their teeth, but 
few know what to do for their eves. Some 
who carefully clean their teeth do nothing 
to help their eyes carry the awful strain 
put upon them by modern life, 
Our eyes need care, and if we refuse to 

to them v r the penalty in 
rand poor A 

day or ofte 
tion : 

g It 
pen irritation, al- 

: inflammatic eye feel 
smooth and fine 11 lubricated. 
Many who use it find to their g sur- 
e that they do not need gle They nr 
in perfect sight and comfor {7 
ad early in the morning it makes the 

eves feel fresh and smooth: used at night 
it brings comfort and a soothing sense of 
sweet relief from strain, After an auto- 
mobile ride or a picture show; a day of 
close, hard work or an hour's reading that 
tires the eves, an application of this solu- 
tion sooth comforts and rests the eyes. 
Your dr ist can fill this prescription, 

or the Valmas Drug Co, of Toronto will 
fill it for You by mail, Any physician 
familiar with the formula, even if he has 
never prescribed it, will tell you thatgit is 
perfectly harmless. 

A prominent City Physician to whom the above article 
was submitted, said: ‘“Bon-Opto 13 a very remarkable 
remedy. Its constituent Mgredionts are well known to 
eminent eye specialists and widely prescribed, by them, 
1t can bo obtained from any good druggist and is one of 
the very few preparations, I feel should be kept on, 
band for regular use in almost eyery family,” 

overcome by smoke that the pulmo- 

tor had to be brought into play, and it 

was an hour or so before she recover- 

etl consciousness. 

The fire was fought by the firemen 

hoth from inside and outside. Soon 

# was seen that the flames had made 

their way through the ceiling parti- 

tions into the Spealier’s quarters and 

It got into the 

up into the 

on to the west wing. 

elevator shafts also and 

second and third stories. 
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lever Springs, One Main 

Gas 

Wind Fanned Flames. Engines 

A strong wind blowing from the' eeeeeseesnraeennoee Ieee vD 

sSeteesesteeTBDN NC CE CS SR = 0 0 a hh a a 2 

NEW 1916 OVERLAND : 

Price $850.00 F. O. B. Toronto 
MODEL 75 

FIVE PASSENGER TOURING CAR 
25 House Power, High Tension Magneitc Ignition, Elec- 

tric Starting and Lighting, 
skid rear), Demountable Rims (one extra), Canti- 

WM. C. BURTT, 
Fredericton, MN. B. 

31x4 inch Tires (non= 

Top, etc. 

Motor Boat 

Repairs 
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HAD SALT R 
ON HANDS. 

Could Not Do Her Waik. 

Eczema or salt rheum is onz of the 
most common of all skin diseases. It 
may centre itself on any part of the body, 
but there are certain places where it 
most usually begins, such as the bends of 
the elbows, the backs of the knees, the 
groove behind the ears, the scalp, on the 
palms of the hands, between tne fiugers, 
or on the soles of the feet. 

It is, as a rule, not dangerous, but is 
very irritating and annoying to the 
sufferer on account of the terrible itching 
and burnifig sensation it causes. 

It is impossible to eradicate this 
trouble from. the system by external 
applications, as it is caused ;-v the blood 
being in an impure state. What you 

need is a good blood cleansing medicine 
such as Burdock Blood Bitters. A 
medicine that will drive cut all the 
foulness from the blood «nd make it 
pure and rich. 

Mrs. Adelard ‘Theriault, ‘I‘heriault, 
N.B., writes: “Some time ago I was 
troubled with salt rheum on my hands, 
and it was so bad I could not do mv work, 
[ tried several medicines, but they all 
failed to help me. One day a fiicnd told 
me to try Burdock Blood Bitters, so I 
got a bottle, and before I had taken it 
my hands were better, I am not afraid 
to recommend B.B.B. to anyone.” 

B.B.B. has been on the market for the 
past forty years, and is manufactured 
only by The T. Milburn Co., Limited, 
Toronto, Ont. 

the fire were the escape of one of the 

employes in the beiler room through 

a tunnel with his clothes on’ fire, and 

the carrying of one of the restaurant 

girls who had fainted down the stairs 

froin the top story through the smoke 

by John Corrigan, assistant steward 

of the restaurant. 

rave fears are entertained for the 

safety of J. B. Laplante, assistant clerk 

of the House. 

i Mederic Martin's Story. 

Mayor Mederic Martin, of Montreal, 

told his story to the Canadian Press 

shortly after his arrival at the Chateau 

Laurier. uninjured, but 

was mourning the loss of his fur coat, 

cay and other apparel. 

He escaped 

“I was on my way from the chamber 

to my room, which is near the library” 

said Mayor Martin, “and had gone 

through the door on the east side of 

the douse of Commons chamber, when 

Instantaneously 

flames shot out from the reading room 

and I realized there was a blaze. My 

first thought was of tHe fire extinguish- 

er, which was near by, but policemen 

were then endeavoring to press in in- 

to service and 1 turned and ran into 

the chamber. 

“Deputy Speaker Rhodes was in the 

chair and all w4s tranquil until I dash- 

ed through the door and shouted: ‘Fire 

I heard an explosion. 

JIEGM 
(Ur BUSINESS IS PLUMBINg™® | 

IMPROVED PLUMEING 

We believe every man’s work lives after him. So cn each 
and every job, we do our very best, that ip after years it may 
be a monument to our good judgement and craft man shop. 

And as we bandle only the Best Sanitary Fixtures obtains 
able, you are assured of true Dollar for Dollar Value. 

D. J. SHEA & SON 
Phone 563 Carleton Street. 

A GOOD 

° 

‘and Wringer 
will reduce the labor of housekeeping wonderfully, and when 

properly used will cut down the laundry bills very consider=~ 

ably. 

The CONNORS MOTOR WASHER does the work alone 

if you have sufficient water pressure. 

~ With the CONNORS BALL-BEARING WASHER you can 

wish 2 few things or a large wash equally well. 

We offer also THE WINNER, which is so well and favor= 

ably known, THE GEM, I. X.L., EMPIRE. 

The SUNLIGHT WRINGER has 11-inch rollers and coil 

springs. 

We have several different kinds of Wringers. See them 

and get our prices and terms. 

—anil big one!’ I turned toward 

my room ‘again, but by that time the 

qorridor filled with: smoke and 

flames. 1 called for the members to 

get out ran around by room 16, 

giving the alarm there and escaping 

into the open air. 

one of the ministers; 1 think it was 

Mr. Burrell, out of his room, and later 

was 

and 

ed about the face and hands, 

“I put in an order for the Montreal 

fire brigade. I notified Chief Tremblay 

to send as many men as possible. The 

flames shot along the corridors at an 

awful rate. There was not much con- 

fusion on the flonr of the House and 

to this many of the members probably 

owe their escape.” 

Men who have 'a lean and lr 

look 

eaters. 

are nearly always the 

| 
| 
i 
| 

| 
I saw them helping . 

I saw Dr. Clark, who had been burn- 

biggest | 

A LEADER | 
: Sherlock - Manning 
$ 20th Century ¢ 
‘ PLAYER PIANO 
$ Sold Cnly By v 

’ : : £. 0. MacDONALD 
‘ The Queen St Music Store * 

[4 ¢ ¢ ¢ [4 ¢ (4 (4 ’ » & $ - 

WALKER BROS MERCHANT oR. 
QUEEN STREET, WEST END. 
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With 25 years’ experience 
> are in a position to guarantee entire satisfaction. 

¥ 

SUITS . . from $18 to $33. 

[3 18c. per yd.; B 
yd., 3'yds for 25c. 

New Hair Ribbons in all colors,* beautiful finish and gsod quality. 
ins. wide; 15c. per yard, 2 yds. for 28c.; 

g Embroidery Flouncings at 25c., 30c. and 35c¢. per yard. 

Edgings and Insertions, special at 3c., 5¢c., 7c., 8c., 10c. up to 25¢c. a yard. 

Great Bargains in Towels at 25c. a pair. 

White or Grey Cotton, special, 10 yards for 8c. 

White Shaker Flannel, 10 yards for 98c. 

Remnants in Table Oilcloth, Cotton and Dress Goods at very low prices. 

Pearl Batting, 8 oz. rolls, 10c. each. J 1 

Quick Fit Batting, 2 yds. wide, 25, yds. long, in 1 pound rolls, at 35c. each, 3 for-$t. Xx. 

Crown Jewel Batting, 1 pound rolls, 35¢. each, 3 for §1. ere 

Eureka Batting, weighing 2 Ibs. 2 oz., at 78c. a roll, or 3 for $2. 

White and Colored Bed Spreads, only 98c. each. 

. MURRAY & CO. 
BY EE fluro [Yan enf oe ap fr stor presen fim oso [Yrmaca famosa Tm 

OVERCOATS “ $20 tu 535. 

Ps Te Ne aR 

i € ins. wide, only 
33%, ins. wide, 10c. per 

~ » 

Washing Machine 

J. Clark & Son Ltd. 

on hand a full range cf Winter Overcoatings and & 


