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German Attack on Verdun
Seems to Have BeenBroken

srench Official Statement is Very Encouraging---Intermit-
tant Bombardment at Various Points Along the french

front Last Night---tuns Issue No Report e

PARIS, March 1.—There is nothing of importance to report in the re-
gion north of Verdun or in the Woevre district, according to the announce-
ment of the progress of hostilities made by the French War Office this
afternoon. The text of the communication issued by the War Office is as
follows: \ :

“In the region to the north of Verdun, as well as in the Woevre, there
has been nothing of importance to report. During last night there was an
intermittent bombardment at various points of our front between Reigne-
ville and Remfauville. To the west of Pont-a-Moussan our artillery fire
was directed against the second and third of the enemy lines, where the
Germans apparently were putting through certain preparatory evolutions.

“Tn Alsace the fire of our batteries has been directed against the roads
of communication of the enemy. In the region of Cernay, in the valley of
the Thur, a French aeroplane equipped with double motors was successful

| wire-cutting knives.

GANADIANS |
N BRILLIANT

NEW YORK, March 1.—A surprise

night att on the German trenches

adians Kkilled

mans with but sli
G.' C.
infant"y, wlzc was a passenger on the
steamer California, invalided home.

“The expedition was sent out at
night to cut and remove wire entangle-
meants, preparatory to a contemplated
attack the following day,” said Capt.
Drury. “The men, working their way
forward, came across a new German
advance trench. The party divided
and, entering the trench at each end,
worked their way toward the centre

mainly by using the bayonet and their

“Lieut. Taylor, of Winnipeg, of the
'5th infantry,-led onz end of the Cana-
dian party and he personally Kkilled
or wounded more than twenty Ger-
mans. Only three prisoners were
taken.”

CUSTOMS RETURNS.
-

The value of imports to Fredericton
last month was $42,405, on which
$8.136.46 was collected in duties, For

in an encounter with an aeroplane of the enemy. The German machineI
fell at LaBassee into the German trenches, and at once caught on fire.”

February last year the imports were
valued at $67,164, and the duty collect-
ed $6,022.10.

Situation Around Verdun is Felt to be
Satisfactory From French Point of View

PARIS, Feb. 29 (delayed).— That the situation around
Yerdun is now well in hand and considered quite satisfactory
from the French point of view, is freely siated by the military

fire today. The fire broke out early
this ‘morning, and as the building ‘was
old anfl inflammable, thé flames guick-
ly gained méastery and- the firemen
could do little to’ save the structure.
The flames shot up to an enormous
height and the fire was one of the
most spectacular Montreal has had for
many years.

The cause of the fire is not definite-
ly known, but is believed to have been

eastward of Verdun is interpreled by th eobservers as prelim-
inary to an attempt to assail the French posilions on the Meuse
heights through {wo prineipal gaps through the woods which
are protected by Fort Tavannes, east by northeast of Verdun
and southeast of Forl Douaumont, and by Fort Rozelier. lo-the
southeast of the fortress. Bolh sides are profiting by the per-
iod of comparalive calm Lo bring up fresh forces and supplies
of ammunition. , While it is realized that the Germans have nol
vel reached the end of their offensive i‘(,‘Mnn'('('.\s, il is stated thal
any fresh onslaught on their part is awaited by the French withtdue to defective electric wiring.

supreme confidence in their abilly Lo hurl it back. No estimate of damage has been

made,. but the loss will be consider-
Looks as if German Attack on the Great able. '
French Stronghold Had Spent Its Force

A great quantity of baggage and ex-

; press matter was destroyed, as well

PARIS, March 1.-—The Havas Agency says thal the German Z: Lﬂ::ilen?l;::y“.gzc?;l:'mb;ta:% t:;

altack on Verdun has made no further progress and is NOw ilives were lost.

vwindling. According lo the latest information reaching Paris.| Street traffic had to be diverted from

the Germans caplured the village of Manheulles. bul gained no |the district, but railway traffic will
sirategic advantage thereby. since (he whole region is being
ooded. The French fell back slightly to a strong line, from

which they can hold the village under their fire.

not be interfered with to any extent,
as the St. Henri station, two miles
The bombardment Lo the north of Verdun. which continued

away, is available as a central depot,
and officials say there will be no dis-
turbance of schedules.

The Grand Trunk station is the ter-
minus for Grand Trunk railway trains
in Montreal. ¢

terday before the vigorous response of the French artillery and
ilie desperale atlacks which had been made under cover of,
darkness by (he German infantry in the Douaumont region were
not renewed. French troops slill surcound the ruined forl of
Douaumont, in which several hundred Germans are cul off.

. The line from Douaumont (o Cole de Perver has been more
solidly fortified. and is now in a condilion fo resist the mosl
violent attacks. The bend made by the Meuse north of Verdun

Only Walls Remain.

At 10.30 the firemen were still pour-
ing streams on the burning building
from all sides, and the fire was under
control. Nothing remains of the build-
ing now but the bare walls, encased in

'BONAVENTURE DEPOT AT
MONTREAL WAS BURNED TODAY

vicinity of $300,000, fully covered by
insurance. It is understood the rail-
way company will immediately build
a new and modern terminal.on theisite
of the ruined building. The new build-
ing will be much larger and more im-
posing than the rather out-of-date
building destroyed.

French Sapper
Tells Of Slaughter

Paris, Feb. 29 (delayed).—"“We were
in a front line trench on the slope of
Cote du Pervre,” said a wounded sap-
per who hés returned to a hospital.
“rhe captain sent me forward to a
small shelter f the open, where the
eloctrie eentact had been placed, which
led to a mine field. I crawled through
along a LAITOW tunnel without mishap.
Through a slit I looked out on the bat-
tlefield, as through the opening in a
theatre curtain. [ saw the Germans
after long waiting march forward in
good order. They thought from their
observations that their pombardment
had suffciently devastated our trench-
es, hut they were unable to see that
our men had held firm and were mak-
using shell

ing fresh trenches and

craters.

Huns Surprised.
~
“Phe Germans were 200 yards away

from my post when our rifles and ma

15 swepl by bolli the German and the French artillery. and is Yo

A tig 4 Fire, police and
untenable for either side.

raalway  officials

have expressed the view that the ori-
gin of the fire “looks mighty suspici-
{ous.” One railway official' said there
was no doubt in his yind that the fire
was caused through the

German Attack in the Champagne District
Never Got Beyond Local Operations

in Champagne. the Mavas agency adds, the atlack which il
svas believed would assume serious proporiions. never 2ol be-

agency of a
One
started in the

German sympathizer.
that the fire
and another

report is
lavatory,

chine guns opened fire. They were
taken by surprise and crouched down.
When the order was passed along their
line to advance, they began to sing
The Watch on the Rhine, and dashed
forward

“My heart badly.
over the mine at last. |

An infernal fountain seemed

They were

touched the

beat

button.

that it was first discov-

vond parely local operalions and does not sem likely Lo extend. AR

Tn a word, the German offensive is suspended. bul nol stopped.
[t would be risky al present {o say whether the pause is due (o
the fact that Germans realize thal all efforls (o take Verdun ave
vain and are simply confining (hemselves to defending posilions
which they have so dearly boughl. or whether the German
troops are merly in need of a rest before being hurled forward
again to the assault, bul (he Havas Agency says the German
intenfions will be revealed before the end of the presenl week.

ered in the Some con-
tend that defective electric wiring was
responsible, but the majority seem to
incline to the incendiary theory.

The proprietor of the restaurant in
the building, J. Clark and wife, were
in bed when the fire started, and made
their escape with difficulty.

With the temperature
the firemen worked under a great han-

i P S G SRS SO

below zero,

dicap as they quickly became encased
——= s = ——== | in a coating of ice.
of the Senate on the 10th of March.

A Divorce Cas
In High Life

Fire Was Accidental.

of the Princess Patricias, will be repre- : v =
BRSNS PLE Montreal, March 1.—Howard ¢. Kel-

|
| The petitioner, Major Hamilton ('-:I\]ll’
|
sented by the Montreal law firm. of I.:\-‘

ly, Vice-Presidenf and General Man-
fleur, Macdougall, Maclfarlane & Pope.|ager of the Grand Trunk, in a state
TR The case he vigorously contested | issued i 1

m ” ’ i 1f £o1 sly SLeC men csne i S AR 4 A%

Ottawa, March 1.—The Hamilton| . ae. A : oy l ""' B el 0, B0 G LOES PR

Gault di md Mrs. Gault will have as counsel|origin of the fire was accidental and

anl vorce cas as o Se wn ! h |

sault divorce ca as been set down ! g, H, Dewart, K. C., of Toronto, and R.| due to a short circuit in the static

for hearing by the divorce committee {‘A. Pringle, K, C., of Ottawa 'l rtinent. The lo laced in the

I

to shoot up in smoke. [ saw men go up

bodily as from a crater of a voleano.
“he attack was stopped. | crawled

back to my trench. 1 had barely em-

- NIGHT ATTACK;

GRESSWILL STAND
THE FOREIGN POLICY
OF THE ADMINISTRATI

President Wilson
leaders on the (uestion ef Armed
Merchantmen---Will Throw Down
The Gauntlet to Gongress.

WASHINGTON, March 1.—At an early conference at the
White House today, President Wilson' and administration lead~
ers made plans for bringing the armed ship agitation in Con-
gress to an end at once with a demonstration of unity, to con-
vince Germany that the American Congress stands by the for-
eign policy of the Government.

President Wilson reiterated to the leaders that while dis-
sensions in the American Congress over the question of warn-
ing Americans not to travel on the armed ships ol the European
belligerents were being made “industrious use of in foreign
capilals,” and being pictured as evidence that the country does
not support the President in his stand for the observance of the
laws of nations and humanity, his negotiations with Germany
are embarrassed and in fact eannot be continued.

He was prepared to urge prompt action on one of the vari-
ous pending resolutions proposing to warn Americans off arm-
ed merchant ships of the European belligerents.

THE ACTION OF THE PRESIDENT HAS
CAUSED SOME SURPRISE AT WASHINGTON

The President’'s determination lhus to throw down the
gauntlet to Congress on the subject caused dislinel surprise al
the Capitol. It was reached following yesterday's cabinet
meeling. The President decided that he eould not go dhead
wilh the German submarine negotialions while dissensions in
Congress weaken his position before the world.

Administration ministers plan to bring the agitalion in Con-
gress Lo an end by the adoplion of a resolution endorsing the
President’s course.  After a canvass they apparently were sure
of their posilion. A defeat of the pending resolulion and a vole
of confidence in the Presidenl, adminisiration supporiers point
oul. would enable the President to continue to contend for the
principles of inlernational law and humanity with the solid
backing of the governmenl., It was generally believed loday
{hal no action would be taken by either House before to-mor-
row. This being “Calendar Wednesday™ in the House, il would
require lwo-thirds vole to take up a resolution.

TWELVE BIG LINERS ARE NOW NEAR THE WAR
ZONE WHERE PIRATICAL CRAFT ARE OPERATING

NEW YORK., March 1. The scheduled opening of the new
submarine campaign of the Teutonic powers, whieh was sel
for today. finds twelve big liners in or near the war zone, in
which the Austrian and German undersea boats are operaling.
The liners are: Crelic. White Star Line: Italia, ltalian
line: Taormina. [talian Line: Lafayete, French Line; Philadel-’
phia, American Line: Finland, in American Line service: Ber-
genfjorde. Norwegian-American Line: America, [talian Line;
Paltria. Fabre Line:; Pannonia,'Cunard Line, and the lTonniana
and e Vasiles Constantinos. of the Greek Line. None of these
vessels are believed to be armed. unless hey have mounted
auns after pulting to sea.

RESPONSIBILITY FOR EXPLOSION ON SOUTH-

ERN STEAMER PLACED ON TWO GERMANS

Ea : . SR
R1O JANEIRO. March 1.—A despalch [rom Bahia says (hat
{he police authority there, as the resull of an invesligalion they

U.5. G0

have made,
e Lamport & Holl Line steamship Tennyson on bwo Germans
named Neworth nad Phesdiman.  The police say the latter can-
nol be found. With their families they have abandoned (heir
They add that the Bahia oflice of the Siemens Co.,

place the responsibilily for the bomb explosion on

re<idences.
ol which Neworth was the agent. has also been closed.

On February 21 the British steamer Tennyson. of the Lam-
porl & Holt Line, pul into port at Maranhao badly damaged as
the result of a bomb explosion which caused the dealh of three
of (he erew. an American, an Englishman and a Dutchman. Il

erged from the tunnel when I felt a
burning sensation in my shoulder and
fainted. When 1 recovered conscious-
ness I found myself in an ambulance.”

German Ultimatum
Sent To Portuga

London, March 1% Germany has

sent an ultimatum to Portugal, de-
manding the restoration within forty
eight hours of the German ships re
cently seized by that country. accorda-

cl 1ol Madr to Reu

|
s
|
|

wae later/stated that a box containing a bomb had been pul on
board the sleamship al Bahia by order of a German merchant.
KiNG FERDINAND AT VIENNA.

AMSTERDAM, via Londony Mavehs 1=— Tt 18
from Vienna [hat King Ferdinand of Bulgaria has arrived in that

announced

cily on a visil to Emperor Francis Joseps.
TURKS NOT DOING MUCH.

GONSTANTINOPLE, March 1 (via London
nothing to report from any of the theatres ol war, T thes\Wae

“There is

Office announced today.

GERNANS ARE S

ST T hnNg 2\
GRS

ne al Verdunris made in the official statement of today,
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had ~a London O mentron ot the Ligh
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