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ANGLING SEASON ON ST. JOHN

~ AND MIRAMICHI BEST EVER

— — -

Close to Five Hundred Fish Taken at the Hartt’s
Island Pool—Miramichi Anglers Also Had
Good Sport—Substantial Sum of Meney Left
in Province by Visiting Anglers.

The season for salmon angling in

the free waters of the province, par-
ticularly the St. John and Miramichi
Rivers, which closed on ISeptember
30th ,is regarded as one of the most
successful in the history of the prov-
ince, Weather and water conditions
at the Hartt's Island pool were during
the entire month of August and the
early part of September pretty close
to the ideal. The catch of salmon and
grilse at this pool for the season
was close to five hundred, a greater

number, the Mail is informed than

was taken during the season by mem-

bers of the Tobique Salmon Club. It
was easily the best season that fly
fishermen have enjoyed since 1923,
but the proportion of adult salmon
was not so great as in that year.
During the first three weeks of Aug-
ust many grilse weighing from five to
six pounds were taken, and on the
completion of the netting season on
the 15th of the month a number of
salmon were caught. The fishing con-
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tinued good until the middle of Sep-
tember, when there was a falling off
due to the fact that the water dropped
| to the lowest level in a score of years.
There was some rain during exhibition
week here, but it failed to improve
angling conditions. The Southwest
Miramichi River also reached a very
fow level during the last half of Sep-
tember, with the result that the fish
Yoitered in the deep holes and posi-
tively refused to rise to a fly. The
water was so low in some parts of
the upper reaches of the ISouthwest
that it was difficult to propel a canoe.
Experienced salmon anglers fully un-
derstand that they have to take a long
chance on weather conditions, and
unless they are near right the fish will
not take the fly with avidity and they
have to be content with a minimum
catch, S
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Changed Conditions.
Conditions with respect to salmon
angling have greatly changed in
Central New Brunswick within the
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last twenty-five years. In the old days
salmon angling was looked upon as
sport for people of wealth only, and
less fortunate mortals displayed only
a perfunctory interest in it. Prior to
the year 1904 salmon angling so far
as the 'St. John River was concerned
was not even a dream. What few ang-
lers came to Fredericton headed for
the upper waters of the Southwest
Miramichi, went on to Boies-
town and hired guides to pole them
up to Burnt ‘Hill pool which meant a
long and three
days. Others left the train at Bristol,
Carleton County, made a portage of
twelve miles to the river and canoed
down to the salmon pools and then
on to Boiestown. The construction of
the Transcontinental Railway through
the centre of the province and the
discovery that salmon in the St. John
River would rise to a fly has brought

Some

tedious journey of

picked with:care. Mr. Griffin’s parties

last season included H. S. Snyder,
former vice-president of the Bethele-
hem Steel Corporation. Mr:. Snyder

‘bought the Rocky Bend pool last year
and had Mr. Griffih erect camps near
by for his personal use. He made two
trips to Rocky Bend during the sea-

s0n.

Mr. Griffin has found his Business
developing so rapidly that has
found it necessary to establisik head-
gaarter camps on the river near Boies-
town. He has purchased a block of
land there' i a' splendid’ location and
has erected several nice bungalows.
These he will occupy next season and
will provide excellent accommodation
for his parties  while they are on the
way up and down tlie river: He will
falso have accommodation available
Efor tourists: who Happen along.

he

AN AMERICAN VISITOR AND HIS

\
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hooked by other anglers, turned right
about and made for the Bay of Fundy
and it is presumed eventually reached
their destination. These latter were
of the tackle smashing type and car-
ried away as souvenirs pretty little
artificial flies and pieces of gut lead-
er,
Many Grilse Taken.

Of the five hundred odd fish taken
by fly fishermen at the Hartt's Is-
land pool during the season, the larg-
er proportion were grilse, weighing
from five to six pounds. Very few sal-
mon were taken until after the nets
were lifted on August 15th. The grilse
as is usually the case were practically
all male fish and were the output of
one season. If a six or six and a half
inch mesh were used by net fisher-
men along the river as is the case in
St. John Harber, grilse would have
nothing to fear while on their way to
the spawning grounds except the fly
fishermen, and they would not be net
marked when caught ag is now quite
often happens.

Successful Guides.

Many American anglers fished at
the Hartt's Island pool during the
season and were all handled by Guides
Raymond Currie of this city and Rol-
land ‘Wheeler of Kingsclear. These
men are master fishermen themselves
and have the camps and other neces-
sary equipment. They are both ven-
dors of angling licenses for the Pro-
vincial Government and sold during
the season between them upwards of
$500 worth. Considering the fact that
during the season of 1925 only $30
worth of licenses were sold to visiting
anglers at this pool it will be seen
that there has been a very substan-
tial increase, and Messrs. Currie and
Wheeler are largely responsible for
- B
engaged by practically all who pur-

as their services as guides were

CATCH AT THE HARTT’'S ISLAND

POOL.
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about a wonderful change and it has
meant much to the city of Fredericton,
In the old days anglers who came
here to fish the streams of Central
New Brunswick merely passed
through the city; today many of them
'make Fredericton their headquarters,
and motor backward and forward be-
tween thet Hartt's Island pool and the
easily accessible pools of the Mirami-
chi below Bolestown. With respect to
the latter the discovery that salmon
could be taken along the settled por-
tions of the Miramichi was only made

in recent years by non-residents.

When conditions are right good sport
may be obtained at Kenmore Camps,
near Norrad’'s Bridge, at Porter Cove,
and also near Doaktown and at the
Mouth of (Cain's River. These pools
are all easily reached by motor car
in a few hours from Fredericton, and
enterprising local guides have the
necessary equipment to handle all the
anglers that come along.

Good Money in it

Those in position to form an estimate
say that between $20,000 and $25,-
000 in good American dollars was left
in the Province last season by visit-
ing anglers who fished the St. John
and [Miramichi Rivers, and the esti-
mate is regarded as a very conserva-
tive one. W. Harry ‘Allen, the veteran
guide, started the angling season late
in April on Cain’'s River, and had a
rush of non-residents which kept him
and a corps of guides busy until the
end of May. There was a big run of
spring salmon and few if any of his
parties returned home without making
'a catch. During the summer months
Mr. Allen guided a number of parties
to Cain’s River for trout and to Rocky
Brook for Salmon. Although hamper-
ed somewhat by low water he never-
theless had a very successful season.
On the Miramichi.

Coun. William Griffin of
Creek operates camps on the upper
waters of the Southwest Miramichi,
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Kenmore Camps.
| The Kenmore Camps, located seven
‘ miles up the river from Boiestown and
~managed by Willis Norrad, have had a
;31lccessfu1 season. These camps are
easily reached by auto, and as they
'are located near the river and boats
~and guides are always available pat-
jrons have a good chance to catch sal-
; man, grilse and trout. Mr. Norrad had
I“many American parties at his camp
last season and they invariably went
 away well pleased with the sport and
'accommodation provided.
i At Porter Cove.

| Last season Elmer Pond of Ludlow
(
{ erected a bungalow at Porter Cove

| for the accommodation of local and '

G
| visiting anglers, and during the season

'just closed found it necessary to erect
|a second one in order to provide ac-
commodation for those who sought it.
On one occasion during last summer
Mr. Pond had ten Americans as his
guests. [Ex-Governor Morrow of Ken-
tucky Treasurer Cram of the’
Bangor and Aroostook Railway and
his daughter were among other Ameri-
cans who made his camps their head-
quarters during a fishing trip on the
Pond has a very capable
assistant in his wife, who does the

and

river. (Mr,

cooking and looks after the camps.

\Both Mr. Pond and his wife made a
{lot of new friends last season, and
| they plan to be on the job next sea-
[ son as soon as the ice runs out, and
anticipate no difficulty in finding a
profitable market for their surplus
products of their farm.
The Hartt's Island Pool.
There is no doubt that the Hartt's

Island pool on the St. John River, six

‘ miles from this c¢ity, and better known
to the natives as the “dugway,” be-
{cause of the fact that some thirty
I'yenrs ago it was dredged to provide a
!clmnnel for the passage of steamers,
iz one of the very best angling pro-
;‘r.nsiti'ns on the American continent.
’IL is the first pool of quick water en-
j’coun(er(‘d on the river after leaving

{the city of Saint John, which means
%(}1:1[ the salmon have to travel ninety
“milo,x before they find a resting place
| where they can be in their element.
‘l)m'i”v; the summer months the fish
enter this pool just as bright in color
wnd just as full of pep as when they
| feave the gea. When hooked they will
| “ash about, leap from the water re-
peatedly, and fight it out to a finish.
A local angler who hooked a salmon
| 4t this pool during the month of Aug-

| ust was one hour and forty-five min-

ules bringing it to the gaff. Several

}chased licenses from them. Both
|

i guides declare that the season just
Eclosed was the most successful they
jever experienced. Mr. Currie, besides
guiding many parties to the Hartt's
pool and the Southwest Miramichi,
Ialso guided a party of Americans on
'a successful ten days trip to the Gaspe
iPeninsula. Mr. Wheeler wag busy at
‘the Hartt's Island pool from early in
July until the end of September; in
fact his time was so taken up with
_visitors that he had scarcely time to
catch a fish himself, although he did
manage to yank out a fourteen pound-
er. Mr. Wheeler now finds it more
‘profitable to let some other fellow
catch the fish under his direction, and
 the same may be said of Mr. [Currie.
,Both have a lot of clients who come
year after year and will continue to
do so. One of Mr, Wheeler’s parties,
composed of Col. Richardson, Dr.
Freeman and H. P. Emery of 'Worces-
ter, Mass., broke all records at the
Hartt's Island pool for non-residents.
They landed twenty-five nice fish in
four days. Mr. Freeman was 80 taken
with the sport that he extended his
(Continued oxn Page 6.)

—

2 R

FIRE ALARM
L8CATION IN
~ THE CITY

Argyle and Yurk Sts.

Vietoria Public Hospitai.

€hlldren’s Home.

Westmorland and Aberdeen $ta

Northumberland and Saundert
Sts.

Brunswick ana smythe 8ts.

Charlotte and 8mytne 8ts.

George and Northumbperiand 8ta

King and Nerthumbertand Sts.

York and Queen S8ts.

York and George Sts.

Queen and Westmorlana Sts.

Brufiswiek and Westmoriand 8&

Charlotte and Westmorland §ta

King and York 8ts.

8aunders and York Sts.

Queen and Regent Sts.

Needham and Regent _cs.

Queen and Carleton Sis.

Brunswiek and Carleton Sts.

Charlotte and Carleten Sts.

George and Regent Ste.

King and Regent S8ts.

Aberdeen and 8t. John

Queen and 8t. John Sts.

Brunswick and 8t. John

Chariette and 8t. John xts

and Church 8te.

N ® N O

14
15
16
1z

RIBNZ2ARBR

¢

& &

Sts

ES

8¢
118 .

-
@ o

King
George and Church S8ie.

Unien and Chureh 8ta

& o o o
4 0 0 =

S8hore 8treet and Waterico R

Street

o«
(%]

George
Avenue.
Lanssowne and Wat
Grey S4raset and
Aberdsen and Smythe &is

arloe Row

Unlveresit

228




