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E BRITISH REVERSE - 
OH CAMBRAI SALIENT 

Sour law Aanounces That an In- 

vestigation Will be Held---Thinks 

gs [xpianation is Needsd---Will be 

iE Guided by Expert Opinicn, 
; {Canadian Press direct wire.) 

~ LONDON, Dec. 12.—The British government will invesli- 

a the reasons for the British reverse on the southern end of 

the Cambrai salient. This was the assurance given by Andrew! 

- Bonar Law, Chancellor of the Exchequer, in answering criti- 

ism of military operations in the House of Commons today. 

Mr, Bonar Law said that the government's information was 

that rumors concerning the Ga hbnai oper rations were exagger- 

ated greatly and he had been templed to warn (he house that 

Fnothing. shape of a decisive resuil was ex pected from | 

(Hhat pos; i On the night in question or early in the morn- 

: (ing, the Suns me ide different attacks upon the British forces 

‘near Cant Phe smallest of (hese attacks, having re gard lo 

: azed, was on the part of the front w here, gle 

Jing io a hep .e, the Germans were able to break through. The 

“other two attacks by larger forces were & al with great 

loss to the cnemy. 

any Cio {ER INCAPABLE OF FULFILLING His | 

vit gm MOT BE KEPT IN HIS POSITION 

i ihe 

et on all that 
ment, if it was s 
capable of fulfilling 
pe sition. 1t is nol easy 

as a sl of it. Accidents of this oy he declared, 
were inevitable in war. Even surprises on a misly morning 
mghi happen, for which no blame could be attached to anyone. 
The government and military authorities were delermined to 
discover (he whole truth of the matter and lake action. 

GOVERKMENT CAME IN FOR CONSIDERABLE 

SUBJECT OF INDUIRY 
: the treasurer reported that the sum of 

*{ talks, four of which he delivered to 

CRITICISM DURING THE COURSE OF DEBATE |= 

CONTRIBUTIONS 
IN CASH ARE 

INCREASING 

om Into Cause of 
he bere 

"lang peri Love AMP GN 

DRAWING TO 
+ Tomorrow Night--Head= 

quarters Open. 
LE 

At the meeting of the local Halifax 

Relief Committee yesterday afternoon 

$131.42 had been contributeed volun: 

tarily since the last report, making 

$481.76 on deposit at the bank. York-Sunbury is or 

It was decided to keep the head-|yast night ther 
quarters in the Edgecombe building, ings at Durtt’s 

| King street, open. Several donations Upper Hainessy 

of coal for keeping the headquarters|prcdericton ec 

heated have been received from Mes-| meeting at Burl] 
srs. Baird, VanWart and Morrison. od elsewhere #8 
A car of supplies now partly loaded | teryille the sp 

is to be sent to Halifax but in accord-|p [,awson an 
ance with instructions received fromi per Hainesville Mes 
Halifax supplies will be kept here un- snd |. C. Atkinsox. 
til requisitioned for, as a stale of con-| coun. David Essensa 
gestion now exists in Halifax, The| ence Goodspeed, at # 
‘clothing and other supplies all will be tee rooms Ald. Fol 
needed later. 

Builders Going. 3 : 
Tomorrow evening at 6.30 a patiy| The Unionist™ 

of about twenty carpenters and giaz-{ were at Cross Cr 
iers will:-leave by C.'G. R. for Halifax| 2 vigk, Lak ; 
under the leadership of Mr. W. J. R. yy 

Carten, The Fredericton Labor Coun-| jpeg (. 
cil has shown much interest in the or- | Mr. 

ganization of this party and Mr - Dongle af 

C. Crawford personally 1 tey’s Bridge dhe s 

and 

in the matter. The build CDi Richards did 
and supplies for the Y dnd a Licks it 

have been sent to Halifax. {T. J. Carter of An X 

fd PO Ts ST AR lert FitzRandolght 

Offers Motor Trucks. Tompkins and  RYII AY 
Hon. P. J. Veniot, Mini ster of Pub- Lakeville Corners 

lid Works for New Brun - committee. rooms o¥ 
fered eight large motor 3 livered- by Mess 
drivers for use in Hal Sos 3 | Ss ' W. L. Mcka A 

awaiting a reply. They will bee drawn we 
on as soon as required. Hon. Mr. Ve- ena 4 — rally 

niot arrived in Fredericton this mora: gle big sib L 

"ISR WILFRID'S (OTTAWAY 
WESTERN TOUR S FIRE 

{ (Canadian Press direct wire.) 

anti Press direct wire.) Ottawa, Dee. 13.-iFire which broke 

Calgary, Alta., Dec. 13. — Owing to out in the Arcade ntdtine én Queen 
the late arrival of the train on which Wr i a 
Sir Wilfrid Laurier and parity ‘travel-, street at 2.59 this mornicg and sprea 

leed from Regina speeches of Sir Wil- to Sparks Street, Ottawa's main busi- 

frid were curtailed fo ten-minute pecs thoroughfare, did damage esti- 

packed meetings here tonight. Iie mated at $250,000 before it was placed 

pest the same lines as in his under control. 
ape at Winnipeg and Regina, 1 La 

% Wi : Returned from Halifax. 
Mr, D. stuart Campbeli of S2¢ekvills The Bar] of Ashburn! ham has return- 

is at the Queen. ed from Halifax where he went on re- 
Hon, P. J. Veniot, Provincial Minis. lief work. Condit ions in Halifax still 

ter of Public Works, arrived here this gre bad, he declares. While in that 

morning. i city he saw bodies being taken from 

Mr. R. D. Inness of Wcoodman’s the ruins. W he was there fires 
Point, is a guestt at the Queen. in various places. still were buit 

4 

~~ Mr. Bonar Law said that the British movements in Mesopo- 

tamia and Palestine were by no means movements of conquest.! 
- The Brilish bad to defend the position in Egypt and often the 
‘bes| defence was allacked, as had been shown in ths case. He; 
was unable lo give information of the fulure operations around 
Saloniki, but it was absolutely certain that but for the British 

~ forces al Saloniki {he Germans would have been in possession 
of Greece and the whole Balkan peninsula, and Germany would 
sgard that as one of the greatest successes of the war. 

During the debate there was considerable criticism of the 
~ military operations, especially those at Cambrai, in the light of 

e editorial in the Times. John Dillon, Irish Nationalist, con- 
demned the government for keeping the public in the dark, and 
said there were rumors that the Germans gol three or four 
- miles behind the British lines in the Cambrai affair before they 
were discovered. He added that on gne occasion where sup- 

: es were being unloaded, the Germans walked down a street 
efore the British were aware that ‘they had penelrated their 

~ RELIEF SHIP 
AT HALIFAX KILLED IN ACTION 

{Canzdian Press direct wire.) (Canadian Press dircet wire.) 
St. Johns, Nfid., Dec. 12.—Captain Halifax, Dec. 12.—The relief ship 

Rupert Bartlett of the Newfoundland | Northland, the second vessel ‘sent 

Regiment in overseas service, has been from Boston with supplies and cloth- 

gilled in action, according to the cas-|{ing for the destitute here, larrived to- 

ually list received today. He was a|day. 

‘younger brother of Capt. Robert Bart- 

ATTEMPIED TO BRIZE 
THE LIBERAL CARDICATE 

Serious Charge Made by Mr. N. W. Brown 
in an Affidavit Read at a Meeting al 
Burtt’s Corner. 

em mee 

| Mr. N. W. Brown, Liberal candidate in York-Sunbury, addressed a large 

meeting at Burtt's Corner last night. Mr. Spencer Brewer was the chairman 

and the speakers were given an attractive hearing. Mr. P. J. Hughes, of Fred- 

ericton, also addressed the meeting. 

The feature of the gathering was the reading by Mr. Brown of an affidavit 

in which he stated that Mr. Gordon A. Grant, of Fredericton, had approached 

him at his home in Southampton and offered him $4,000 to withdraw from the 

contest, and later when he was on the train coming to Fredericton to fyle his 

nomination papers, again offered him $5,000 to prevent his papers from being 

fyled. The affidavit follows: 

PROVINCE OF NEW BRUNSWICK, COUNTY OF YORK. 

I, Nelson W. Brown, of the Parish of Southampton, in the County of 
York, Farmer, do solemnly declare: # 

(1) That I am the candidate for the Liberal party in the constituency of 

York-Sunbury. 

in the City of Fredericton on the fifteenth day of November last, 
(3) That on Sunday, the eighteenth day of Nbvember last, Gordon A. 

Grant, of the City of Fredericton, Agent, made an appointment with me on 
the telephone and came to my home at Southampton latef the same day. 

(4) That while at my home the said Mr. Grant asked me to go into the 

lett, af Brigus, Nfid., who commanded SUBSER VIENT 
’eary’s steamer Roosevelt on the ex- $ ; 
edition which resultes in the discov-| 

of the North Pola. Capt. Rupert 

Bartlett had twice been awarded the! 

 Bridsh military cross for valor. (Canadian Ei Fes 

zndon, Dec, “18. 
£49 red Te Spandeny of “th 

Bx bia Sale of Tickets. Fpavda, the Bolg 
~The Ministerial Association of Fred.|ing that the Bolsheviiki 

considering the propos SAL {TIRED the Constituent Assembly sub-! 

Stowe of Lhe Gem Theatre |serient/ to them, even if force is ne 
1 & for a sacred concert to|Cessary. ARs correspondent adds the & 

e given on Sunday for Halifax Relief |the Constituent mbly now stand 
decided that such sale would not |adijoujred indef "i; 

be in accordance with the law. No de- oF 
n has been reached with regard 

0 He Aan benefit. 

8 direct wire.) 
my 
+e 

in the city. 

10 BOLSHEVIK] 5 ai 
Petrograd 

Times quotes tha 
viki organ, as stat- 

intend to} 

Mr. D, M. Martin of Rdmundston, mia Conti 

wood house with him, and while there he offered me the sum of $4,000.00 if I 
| would retire from the election. I refused. The said Mr. Grant said that he 
thad tried to get $5,000.00, but $4 000.00 was “as high as they said they conld 

He further stated that they could hold the train and make me too late 

pigs kr day I came to ‘‘redericton to complete and tyle 

ymy nomination pape After we had left & inghill Station, the news agent 
{informed me that a man wanted to see me i the baggage car. I went out 
and found the same Mr. Grant there. The ¢ id Mr. Grant informed me that 
ie had got on the train at Springhill, and t* .t he hid got another $1,000.00, 

and he would give me $5,000.00 if two o'claek issed and no nomination papers 
ywere fyled against McLeod. 

And I make this solemn declaration con. ientiously believing it to be true 
{and knowing it to be of the same force an. affect as if made under cath by 
virtne of thea Canada Evidence Act. . 

(Sgd.) NELSON W, BROWN. 
*1Declared before me at the City of Fredericton, in the 

County of York, this 12th day of December, A. D. 1917. 
(Sgd.) FPF. H. PETERS, 

loner for taking affidavits to be read 

in the Supreme Court. 

ITS FINISH 

~Belween the French steamer 7. 

(2) That I was nominated a candidate of said party at a convention held. 

" Witiess-Tlls {he Story of the Cal- 
lision---A Big Aregy of Counsel in 
Attendance. 

¢y (By Canadian Press ai »-' r=) 

HALIFAX, Dec. 13.—The official ry 13. 2 collision 

ont Blar.' ind sian Relief 
{Steamer Imo on December Gil, was opened tnis morning be- 
fore Mr. Justice Drysdgle, Judge in Admirally, who is assisted 

by Captain Howes, R. N., and Wreck Commissioner Demers, 

celing as nautical expert assessor. : 

r 
.. C., for the Domin- 

rion Government; Humphrey Meliish, K. G., for the owners of 

{ Mont Blane; CG. J. Burchell, K. G.; for the owners of the 

ier Ima; Frank Bell, for the Cily of Halifax; Andrew Clu- 

Counsel in the case are VV. 

J 3 for the Halifax Pilotage Commission. 
Et 

i Joseph P. Nolan, New York, regular counsel for the owners 

Loft the Mont Blane, was extended the privilege of he bar. 

pd Whentthe enquiry opened only the members of the com- 

mission, counsel, witnesses and a few newspaper men were 

| Present, the general public apparently bo {oo busy rebuild- 

Hag to aliend the session. 

EVIDENCE OF WITNESSES iN THE HCSPITALS 

WILL BE TAKEN BY STATUTORY DECLARATION 

At the outset Mr. Henry asked for the exclusion from the 

court of all witnesses except Pilot McKay and Capt. Lamodec, 

of the Mont Blane, and Alex. Johansen, the steward of the Tmo, 

the principal witnesses. Mr. Burchell asked for lhe exclusion 

of all witnesses except the one giving evidence. 

It was ultimately decided to allow the three witnesses nam- 

od to remain. Mr. Henry said he proposed to secure the evi- 

dence of wilnesses in the hospital by statutory declaration. He 

would examine allernately the men from the ships so thai the 

testimony on both sides could go in the records together. He 
also intended to take evidence in a number of acts of hero- 
ism which he thought sheuld go on the records. 

CAPTAIN OF THE MONT BLANC SAID THAT AT 

NEW YORK CARGO WAS HERMETICALLY SEALED 

Captain Lamodec was the firs{ witness called. He said the 
Mont Blane was loaded at Gravesend Bay, New York, with a 
cargo of T NT, gun cotton and dry piriec acid and a deckioad 
of benzol for the French government. He described the dis- 
tributon of the explosives in the holds and said the T N T was 
separated from the acid by special wooden partitions.® At New 
York all necessary precautions were taken against an acei- 
dent. The partitions to the holds were of wooden construction 
covered with tar cloth. The cargo was hermetically sealed 
and nobody on board was allowed to see it. 
carried munitions before. 

FRENCH QOVERRMENT HAD FORBIDDEN THE 

USE OF LIQUCR ON THE STEAMER MONT BLANC 

Captain Lamodec said the ship came to Halifax to receive 
orders where (o join her convoy. He received his orders from 
{he British authorities. Pilot McKay came on board at Halifax 
the evening of December 5. He was absolutely sober. No 
liquor was on the Mont Blane, as it had been forbidden by the 
French government. The morning of the collision was quite 
clear. Proceding up to Bedford Basin, they first sighted lhe 
Imo at 8.30. He had just passed a war vessel on the eastern 
side about one hundred feet distant. They were then 120 feel 
from the Darimouth shore. The Imo twas taking a direction 
across his course. The starboard side of the Imo was visible 
to them. He gave one short blast on his whistle to indicate he 

had seen the Imo and to show the Mont Blane was going to the 
right. Being near the shore, he had to be careful about going 
too far to the right. The engines were ordered to slow. 

THE CAPTAIN SAW COLLISION WAS IKEVITARLE 

AMD TRIED TO AVOID STRIKING AR VITAL SPOT 

The Imo replied by lwo short blasts. He thought the Imo 
changed her course, though il was difficult to determine this 

| He noticed later that the Imo 

came a lille more to the left. He had in the meanlime given 

another short blast and stopped his engines. The Imo gave two 

short blasts when the ships were about 150 feet apart. 

as she was against the land. 

The collision was inevitable at this point. Gaptl. Lamodee 

ordered his engine astern and put the helm to starboard so 

(that the Imo would not strike the hold where the pirie acid 

was, as he knew the impact would set il on fire. He was not 

successful. ‘The immediate effect of the collision was that 

thick black smoke poured from the hold. He thought the ship 

j would blow up al once. 

AED REN sD DBPL SE BAS 
= The Weather. 

@ Maritime: Brisk gales with 

. C., for the Government of Nova Scotia, and T. R. Robt" 

The ship had not 
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