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'.'Hr, Banar Law Announces That an In-
v“atigatmn Wil b2 Held---Things

7 [xpianation is Needed---Will be
Bu%df*d by Expert Oninic

{Canadian Press direct wire.)

LONDON, Deec. 12.-—The British government will invesli-
gale the reasons for the British reverse on the southern end of
the Gambrai salient. This was the assurance given by Andrew
Bonar Law, Chancellor of the Exchequer, in answering criti-
cism of mu.mn operations in 'the House of Gommons todav

e Law said umt the government's information was

that rumors concerning the Gahbrai operalions were exagger-

“atéd greaiiy ond he had been umplul {o warn lhe house that
wothin- in he shape of a'decisive resuil was expecle od from |

On the night in \,dcmuxl or early in the morn-
DUl I wde diiferent attacks upon the Brilish forces
{he :ma”c, of these attacks, having regard to
azed, was on the ‘part of the front where, ow-
rize, the Germans were able to break through. The
tacks by larger forces were repelled with greatl
! ¥
ANY 8CLOIER INCAPABLE OF FULFILLING HiS

DUTIES WILL NOT BE KEPT IN HIS POSITION
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The moment ths_ﬁinet received an account of the attack
the Chancelior adde, ey fell there was somelhing needed in
explanation, antgthe ﬁrst thmgt;&é cabinet did was to send in-
structions (6 Fie 3 [
port cn all that h
“ment, if it was sali
capab]e of fulﬁllmg@{s'
position. It is nol easy
- fo judge the qualificatio
- must dargely be gmdea
" Mr. Bonar Law. sail
government would be sabisliet ,,
taken as a resull of it. Acmdents of lhxs l\nnc. he declarcd
were inevitable in war. Even surprises en a misly morning
mghi happen, for which no blame could be attached to anyone.
The government and military authorities were delermined to
discover the whole truth of the matter and take action.

GOVERKMENT CAME IN FOR CONSIDERABLE
CRITICISM DURING THE COURSE OF DEBATE|—

Mr. Bonar Law said thal the British movements in Mesopo-
- tamia and Palestine were by no means movements of conquest.
The Brilish bad to defend the position in Egypt and often the
bes| defence was atlacked, as had been shown in ths case. He
was unable to give 1nf0rmat10n of the future operations around
- Saloniki, but it was absolutely certain that but for the British
~ forces al Saloniki the Germans would have been in possession
of Greece and the whole Balkan peninsula, and Germany would
regard hat as one of the grealest successes of the war.

~ During the debale there was considerable criticism of the
military operatlons especially those at Cambrai, in the light of
the editorial in the Times. John Dillon, Irish Nationalist, con-
demned the government for keeping the public in the dark, and
said there were rumors that the Germans gol three or four
miles behind the British lines in the Cambrai affair before they
were discovered. He added that on gne occasion where sup-
plies were being unloaded, the Germans walked down a street
before the British were aware that the), had penetrated their

~RELIEF SHIP
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CAPY. BARTLETT
- KILLED IN ACTION

; \(Canadls.n Press direct wire.)

St. Johns, Nfid, Dec. 12.—Captain
" Rupert Bartlett of the Newfoundland
* Regiment in overseas service, has been
~ killed in action, according to the cas-
ualty list received today. He was a
younger brother of Capt. Robert Bart-
lett, af Brigus, Nfid., who commanded
Peary’s bteamer Roosevelt on the ex- l
pedition whlch resultes in the discov-
ery of the North Pole. Capt. Rupnrt‘
Bartlett had twice been awarded the|
British military cross for valor.

(Canadian Press direcct wire.)
Halifax,
Northland,

the second vessel

day.
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Pelrogray
" Times quotes Lh
Azzinet Sale of Tickels the Bolsheviki organ,
The Miniztesial Association of Fred-|ing that the Bolsheviiki
ericton afler considering the propos .,.“make the Constituent As

i

saudon,

spondent of th

| Lo
| Fpavdyg,

has decided that such sale would not|adijoujrned in
be in accordance with the law. N¢ de-
eisicn has been reached with regard
Ato the proposed benefit,

O

Mr. D, M. Martin of Fdmundston,
in the city.

AT ﬂALIFAX

Dec. 13.—The relief ship
sent
from Boston with supplies and cloth-
ing for the destitute here, \arrived to-
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\CONTRIBUTIONS
IN CASH ARE
INCREASING

[Aimost $BC0 on Deposit —

al

'Enquary Into Cause of

lifax Disast

Building Party will Leave
:  Tomorrow Night--Head=
quarters Open.

L

At the meeting of the local Halifax
Relief Committee yesterday afternoon
the treasurer reported that the sum of
$131.42 had been contributeed volunx
tarily since the last repoit, making
$481.76 on deposit at the bank.

It was decided to keep the head-
quarters in the Edgecombe building,

CAMPAIGN
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Last night ther 3

ings at Burtt’s
}xmg street, open. Several donations Upper Hainessyi
jof coal for keeping the headquarters| prcdericton c

heated have been received from Mes-
srs. Baird, VanWart and Morrison.

A car of supplies now partly loaded
is to be sent to Halifax but in accord-
ance with instructions received from
Halifax supplies will be kept here un-
til requisitioned for, as a stale of con-
gestion now exists in Halifax, The

A
per Hainesville MegSrs
and E. C. Atkinsp® a
Coun. David Essénsa

Mr Qfab
ence Goodspeed, at g

clotl_xing and other supplies. all will be teg rooms Ald. L and
needed later. Prof. J. T. Hebert,
Builders Going. Unionist

| Tomorrow evening at 6.30 a party
of sbout twenty carpenters and giaz-
iers will-leave by C. ‘G. R. for Halifax
under the leadership of Mr. W. J. R,
Carten. The Fredericton Labor Coun-
cil has shown much interest in the or-,
| ganization of this party and Mr Geo.
|C Crawford personally 3
{in the matter. The buil
“nd supplies for the
have been sent to Hali

vert
Tompkin
b- Lakeville Cornery
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Offers Motor Trucks.

Hon. P, J. Veniot, Ministe
li¢ Works for New Bru
fered eight la mot

darivers for u in I 8'W. L. MecPar A

awaiting a reply. T hr} will bce drawn . w=s lrrgacay 3 *ﬂ’ St I F:
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(Canadiar Press direct wire.)
Ottawa, Dce. 13.-{7'ire which broke
out in the Arcade nuilding on Queen
street at 2.9 this morniog and spread
to Sparks Street, Ottawa's main busi-
ness thoroughfare, did damage esti-

niot arrived in I‘I‘F‘deAICLO'] this morn-
ing.

SIR WILFRID'S
WESTERN TOUR

(Canadian Press direct wire.)

Calgary, Alta., Dec. 13. — Owing to
the late arrival of the train on which
Sir Wilfrid Laurier and pariy travel-
leed from Regina speeches ol Sir Wil-
frid were curtailed {0 ten-minute
*{ talks, four of which he delivered to
packed meetings here tonight. Ie
lin a5 in his

‘followed the same lines as i
npeexs at Winnipeg and Regina, i

Mr. D. Stuart Campbeli of "Szackvillz’
is at the Queen.

Hon, P. J. Veniot, "Provincial Minis-
ter of Public Works, arvived here this

a

mated at $250,000 before it was placed
under control.

Returned from Halifax.

The Earl 0" Ashburnl nm has return-
ed from Ha he went on re-
lief work. u ns in Halifax still
are bad, he declares. While in that

ore

THOTHHIE, ¥ . city he saw bodies being taken from
Mr. R. D. Inness of Wcodman's {he ruins. W he was there tires
Point, is a guestt at the Queen. still were burning in various places.

/

KTTEMPIED TO BRIE
THE LIBERAL CANCIDATE

Serious Charge Made by Mr. N. W. Brown
in an Affidavit Read at a Meeting at
Burtt’s Corner.

S —

Mr. N. W. Brown, Liberal candidate in York-Sunbury, addressed a large
meeting at Burtt's Corner last night. Mr. Spencer Brewer was the chairman
and the speakers were given an attractive hearing. Mr. P. J. Hughes, of Fred-
ericton, also addressed the meeting.

The feature of the gathering was the reading by Mr. Brown of an affidavit
in which he stated that Mr. Gordon A. Grant, of Fredericton, had approached
him at his home in Southampton and offered him $4,000 to withdraw from the
contest, and later when he was on the train coming to Fredericton to fyle his
nomination papers, again offered him $5,000 to prevent his papers from being
fyled. The affidavit follows:

PROVINCE OF NEW BRUNSWICK, COUI‘\TTY or

I, Nelson W. Brown, of the Parish of Southampton,
York, Farmer, do solemnly declare:

(1) That I am the candidate for the Liberal parly in the constituency of
York-Sunbury.

(2) That I was nominated a candidate of said party at a convention held
in the City of Fredericton on the fifteenth day of November last.

(3) That on Sunday, the eighteenth day of Nbvember last, Gordon A.
Grant, of the City of Fredericton, Agent, made an appointment with me on
the telephone and came to my home at Southampton ]atog' the same day.

(4) That while at my home the said Mr. Grant asked me to go into the
wood house with him, and while there he offered me the sum of $4,000.00 if I
| would retire from the election. I refused. The said Mr., Grant said that he
|had tried to get $5,000.00, but $4 000.00 was “ag high as the aid they conld
go.” He further stated that they could hold the train and make me too late
to fyle my paperh

(5) That

1

|

YORK.
in the County of

ollowing day I came to
ymy nomination papers. After we had left ¥
,m['ur“"’ me that a man wanted to see me i
and found the same Mr. Grant there. The ¢
he had got on the trai Springhill, and t
and he would give me $5,000.60 if two o’clack
were fyled against McLeod.
And I make this solemn declaration cou

‘redericton to complete and fyle
inghill 8 xtion ll‘\ news agent
the bagzage ¢ I went out
id Mr. (,mnl x..lmmod me that
t he hiad got another $1,000.00,
issed and no nomination papers

1

sntiously believing it to be true

A i { wing e f 3 ang effect as i € mder oath by
of Manage? Stowe 67 ihe Ge;u '1'heair8|“er’( BLCYE. (hem, Bven If farce ls pe : :'UH} ‘1’(‘”:} th :tytno;(:)\(‘ I(‘)S'rl'r’y\uko '11:” Voran o g et : y
to sell tickols for 4 sacrtd concert to|cessary. The ¢ pondent adds lh;ai:‘ e g : ,;{;L; ). NELSON W. BROWDM
be given on Sunday for Halfax Relief | the Consiitue: 1bly now stands e s Vot ik Sl C e Al Akl

{Declared before me at the City of Fredericton, in the
County of York, this 12th day of December, A. D. 1917,
(Sgd.) F. H. PETERS,
st A Comuileiloner for taking-affidavits to be read
! {n the Supreme Court.
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bt of the Fnaitiongssl
w;tnessmlalls the Story 1
lision---A Big Aregy of Go wnsel in
Atiendance.

(By Canadian Press @i -

HALIFAX, Dec. 13.—The official ey 2 2 collision
belween the French steamer 7iont Bla:  .nd ! sian Relief

~t3teamer Imo on December Gih, was opened this morning be-
fore Mr. Justice Drysdgle, Judge in Admirally, who is assisted
by ,apldm 'lowcs, 1372 Wreck ioner Demers,
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Counsel in the case are . - C., for the Domin-

vion Government; Humphrey Mellish, K. C., for the owners of
the Mont Blane; C. J. liixz'chell, K. G., for the owners of the
eamper Imo; Frank Bell, for the Cily of Halifax; Andrew Clu-
ey 1. C., for the Government of Nova Scotia, and T. R hob—
erison, K. €., for the Halifax Pilotage Commiission. :

Joseph P. New York, regular

hg M
120 Il

Nolan, counsel for the owners
mi Blane, was extended the pmvllege of the bar.

< Whentthe enquiry opened only the members of the com-

imission, counsel, witnesses and a few newspaper men were
tpresont the general public apparently being {oo busy rebuild-

lmcz to atiend the session.

L".VIDENOE OF WITNESSES iN THE HCSPITALS
WILL BE TAKEN BY STATUTORY DECLARATION

At the oulset Mr. Henry asked for the exclusion from the
court of all witnesses except Pilot McKay and Capt. Lamodeg,
of the Mont Blane, and Alex. Johansen, the steward of the Imo,
the principal witnesses. Mr. Burchell asked for the exclusion
of all witnesses except the one giving evidence.

It was ultimalely decided to aliow the three witnesses nam-
od to remain. Mr. Henry said he proposed to secure the evi-
dence of wiinesses in the hospital by statulory declaration. He
would examine allernately the men from the ships so that the
testimony on both sides could go in the records together. He

also inlended to take evidence in a number of acts of hero-
ism which he thought shéuld go on the records.

CAPTAIN OF THE MONT BLANC SAID THAT AT
NEW YORK CARGO WAS HERMETICALLY SEALED

Captain Lamodec was the firs{ witness called. He said the
Mont Blane was loaded at Gravesend Bay, New York, with a
cargo of TN T, gun cotton and dry piric acid and a deckioad
of benzol for the French government. He described the dis-
tributon of the explosives in the holds and said the T N T was
separated from the acid by special wooden partitions.* At New
York all necessary precautions were taken against an acei-
dent. '{ he partitions to the holds were of wooden construction
covered with tar cloth. The cargo was hermetically sealed
and nobody on board was allowed to sce it. The ship had not
carried munitions hefore. ¢

FRENCH GOVERNMENT HAD FORBIDDEN THE
E OF LIQUCR ON THE STEAMER MONT BLANC

Cai‘)lnin Lamodec said the ship came to Halifax to receive
orders where (o join her convoy. He received his orders from
the British authorities. Pilot McKay came on board at Halifax
the evening of December 5. He was absolutely sober. No
liquor was on the Mont Blane, as it had been forbidden by the
French government. The morning of the collision was quite
clear. Proceding up to Bedford Basin, they first sighted lhe
Imo at 8.30. He had just passed a war vessel on the eastern
side about one hundred feet distant. They were then 120 feel
from the Darimouth shore. The Imo twas taking a direction
across his course. The starboard side of the Imo was visible
to them. He gave one short blast on his whistle to indicate he
had seen the Imo and to show the Mont Blane was going to the
right. DBeing near the shore, he had to be careful about going
too far to the right. The engines were ordered to slow.

THE CAPTAIN SAW COLLISION WAS IREVITARLE
AMD TRIED TO AVOID STRIKING AR VITAL SPOT

The Imo replied by two short blasts. He thought
changed her course, though il was difficull to delermine
as she wt unst the land. He noticed later that the
came a liltle more to the lefl. He had in the meanlime given
another short blast and stopped his engines. The Imo gave two
short blasts when the ships were about 150 feet apart.

the Imo
this
Imo

Qq N o
as age

The collision was inevitable at this point. CGapl. Lamodee
ordered his engine astern and put the helm to starboard so
(that the Imo would not sirike the hold where the pirie acid
was, as he knew lhe impact would set il on fire. He was not
successful. The immediale effect of the collision was that
thiek black smoke poured from the hold. He thought the ship
jwould blow up al once.




